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CHAPTER I. 



Difficulty of procuring Historical Records for a History of loannina--^ 
Cursory View of the different Nations who have inhabited Epirus — Con^ 
Jectures on the Origin of loannina — Its History in the Middle Ages-^ 
Its Capture by the Turks — Story of Dionysius the Skehsophist—Pre* 
sent Condition of loannina in Public BuildingSp Schools^ ^. — Commerce 
— Produce of its Soil — Food of the Inhabitants — CtimatC'-^DiseaseS'-^ 
Cruel Instance of Ali Pasha's Tyranny. 

I HOPE I shall not net contrary to the reader's inclination by 
commencing this volume with a few historioil details respecting the 
city in which we at ihis time resided ; especially since it has been 
hitherto very slightly noticed by travellers. Indeed the difficulty of 
collecting any accurate information respecting it is very greats since 
neither in its origin, nor in its early progress towards grandeur, was it of 
consequence enough to engage the particular attention of historians : . 
they merely mention it casually, and in a rexj unsatisfactory manner. 
Many historical documents however are said to have once existed in 
the archives of loannina ; but I was informed that all or greates.t part 
of these had been destroyed by Mahomet Effendi, Ali's prime minister, 
to shew his sovereign contempt for the literature of the Franks. I paid 
a visit to this extraordinary character for the purpose of rescuing, if 
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2 VIEW OP THE DIPPERENT NATIONS 

possible, some of these records from destruction, but he put me off with 
a declaration that he had none at all in his possession : the vizir himself 
had no better success, although he condescended to make an applica- 
tion to the minister in my behalf. Just before we lefl loannina however 
I was fortunate enough to procure a considerable number of extracts 
relating to its annals which had been copied at various times by a very 
learned and respectable Greek gentleman, before the originals came 
into the possession of Mahomet : of these I shall make considerable 
use in the latter part of the present memoir. 

Before however we enter upon the particular history of this city, it 
will be right to advert, as briefly as is consistent with the connexion 
of events, to the various tribes who have acted a part upon the 
theatre in which it is situated. In very early ages Epirus was in- 
habited, as I have before observed, by fourteen semibarbarous nations, 
intermingled with many Grecian colonies. North of these lay the still 
more rude and savage Illyrians, with whom the Epirotic tribes became 
insensibly intermingled*. They were long defended from invaders 
not more by their own valour than by the lofty chains of moun- 
tains that intersect their rugged country, and prevented the Greeks 
from subduing them. In process of time the Mblossi first emerged 
from the state of surrounding barbarism: Tharyps, their patriotic 
prince, improved both the manners and the language of this nation ; 
Philip king of Macedonia raised them into notice by hb union with 
Olympias, sister of Alexander their sovereign, and Pyrrhus spread 
around them the glory of martial exploits and consummate military 
skill. Before this time however the Illyrian provinces had been 
tinited, though with no very firm bond, to the Macedonian dynasty, 
-under which they remained till the defeat of Perseus : but the period 
now approached when the Romans, those inveterate enemies of every 
.thing great, and noble, and free in all other nations, took a severe re- 
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WHO HAVE INHABITED EPIRUS. 3 

yenge for the invasion of Pyrrhus : after various and cruel ravages in 
the lUyrian, iBtolian, and Macedonian wars, the whole country was laid 
waste by the Consul ^miUus Paulus, whose fierce army in one day 
sacked seventy cities*, sold 150,000 of the wretched inhabitants into 
slavery, overthrew their walls, and left them in a state of ruin which at 
this day attests the fury of those inhuman conquerors. 

After this scene of destruction the Epirotic nations were governed by 
Roman prefects, Macedonia being divided into four distinct provinces^ 
called Macedonia the First, Second, Third, and Fourth ; in which latter 
were comprised the lUyrian tribesf. When Augustus separated the 
provinces of the empire into Imperial, and Praetorian or Senatorial, he 
left amongst the latter class Macedonia and lUyria, with Epirus, 
which, conjointly with Acarnania, iEtolia, Thessaly, and the rest of 
Grecia Propria, formed the province of Achaia:}:. Tiberius took Mac^* 
donia and Achaia into the number of Imperial provinces^, but they 
were restored again to the senate by Claudius||. Under the reign of 
Constantino the Great, Illyricum and Epirus were comprised in the 
province of Pannonia and governed by an officer with the appellation 
of vice-prsefectf . In the division of the empire afl;er the death of 
Constantine, Illyricum Macedonia and Greece^ with Italy and Afiica, 
acknowledged the sovereignty of Constans his youngest son, who after- 



» A.A.C. 166. 

+ MAREAONIA HPOTH, AEYTEPA, TPITH, TETAPTH. I have seen many medals relating to 
^M divisions. One is in the possession of my frmid Mr. Parker^ on the obverse of which is a beauti* 
fin female head with a diadem, and on the reverse a knotted clab sorroonded with an oak garland and 
the legend — 

HP 

MAREAONON 

nPOTILS 

N. 

t Dion Case, Lliii.Ut. Strab. 1. xvii. sab fin. 

§ Tac AnB.l. i. c 76. 

H Dion Cass. Ix. % M. Sueton. c. 35. 

%. Rome and Constantinople at this tiipe ware governed by msfects, under whom vioe-pnefects ad* 
ministered justice in the proviaces. Zosimos, I. ii. p. 100. Pancirolosi p* 161. Cod. Justin. L xii. 
tit 66 and 57. 
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4 VIEW OF THE DIFFERENT NATIONS 

wards put his elder brother to death and seized upon the throne of 
Constantinople: after his own murder by Magnentius, the veteran 
general Vetranio, who had been governor of the lUyrian provinces, 
usurped the purple. Epirus, with the rest of Greece, appears to have 
benefited by the taste and liberality of JuUan, who repaired many of 
its cities, especially Nicopolis, where he celebrated and restored the 
Actian games to a considerable degree of splendour. 

At the elevation of Theodosius to a participation of imperial honours^ 
the prefecture of lUyricum was dismembered, whilst Thessalonica was 
strongly fortified against the incursions of barbarians, and made the capi<- 
tal of all the Illyrian provinces. No ravages which these countries suffer- 
ed since the days of jSmilius Paulus, are to be compared with those in« 
flicted on them by Alaric in his invasion of Greece at the latter end 
of the fourth century, when he retreated from Peloponnesus, after his 
defeat by Stilicho : through the timid policy of the Byzantine court this 
Gothic general was himself created prefect of lUyricum, from whence 
he issued to plunder the fruitful plains of Italy. 

In the middle of the fifth century, under the contemptible reign of 
Theodosius the younger, these provinces were again afflicted by the 
scourge of war in the hands of Attila, nor did they suffer much less 
in the subsequent devastations committed by Genseric and his Van- 
dals. 

Near the middle of the sixth century they were laid waste, together 
with the rest of the European ^npire, by a terrible incursion of Huns 
or Bulgarians, so dreadful, says Gibbon, as almost to efface the mem#i7 
of past inroads* : these barbarians spreading from the suburbs of Con- 
stantinople to the Ionian gulf, destroyed thirty-two cities or castles, 
razed Potidoea to the ground, and then repassed the Danube, dragging 
at their horses' tails 120,000 subjects of Justinian, whilst 3,000 Sclavo- 
nians plundered with impunity the cities of Illyricum and Thrace. 



* Vol IT. p. ML 






WHO HAVE INHABITED EPIRU8. 5 

On the contraction of the Byzantine empire after the death of 
Heraclius, it was divided into districts called Themes, seventeen of 
which were included in the Asiatic, and twelve in the European part. 
One of these was called the Macedonian Theme, another the Theme of 
Nicopolis, comprising old Epirus and Acarnania, another of Thessalo- 
nica,and a fourth of Dyrachium, which was the capital of those southern 
Illjrian tribes, comprehended under the title of New Epirus or 
Provincia Preevalitana. 

Of all the barbarous nations which overran that part of the Byzan- 
tine empire now called European Turkey, none sent forth such im- 
mense and continual hordes as the Bulgarians. From the middle of 
the sixth century to the fall of Constantinople in the fifteenth, this wild 
and fierce people issuing from the vast plains of Russia, Lithuania, and 
Poland,spread themselves over the finest provinces, sometimes being de- 
feated with terrible slaughter, at others obtaining settlements by force 
of arms or the weak policy of the emperors, to whom they paid a no- 
minal subjection, or exacted tribute from his coffers according to their 
own circumstances. They occupied very considerable districts in 
Epirus and Illyricum, in which country, about the latter part of the 
ninth century they established their capital at Achris or Ochris, the 
ancient Lychnidus, to whose ruler, named Peter, the emperor Ro* 
manus gave the title of king, together with his grand-daughter in mar- 
riage. This capital was in the beginning of the 10th century destroyed 
by Basil II. surnamed the Bulgarian-Killer*. (/3«Ay«poxTowf.) At the 
sacking of the city, he found a treasure consisting of 10,000 pounds 
weight in gold, but his cruelty left an indelible stain upon his charac- 
ter which no valour could obliterate : he blinded 15,000 of his captives, 
leaving a single eye alone to one out of each hundred, that he might 
lead his companions to the presence of their sovereign: that com- 
passionate prince is said to have died with grief at the sight, but the 



* Acropolita, a zi. 
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unfortuDate nctims lived to excite the spirit of revenge in a succeediDg 
generation, and bequeath it to their posterity. But though the Bul- 
garians lost Achris they still continued in possession of other districts, 
and by the end of the tenth century had extended themselves to the 
most southern parts of Epirus, being masters of the city of Nicopolis"*. 
Probably at this time the Albanians were driven by these and other 
invaders into the more inaccessible parts of the country, from whence 
they emerged about a century after the destruction of Achris and began 
to act a more important part upon this theatre. 

Conjointly with the Bulgarians we often find the Servians mentioned 
by the Byzantine historians as making inroads and establishments in 
the eastern empire. These people were of a Sclavonian origin, and 
chiefly established themselves upon the Danube, in that district which 
atill bears their name : they were governed by an hereditary monarch, 
under the title of Cral, a Sclavonic word signifying king, and in the 
twelfth century they are mentioned by Cantacuzene as having colonies 
and settlements in the southern part of Macedonia, towards the borders 
of Thessaly, where a city remains to this day, which testifies their domi- 
nion by its appellation of Servia. Even so early as in the tenth cen* 
tmy there is reason to believe that nearly all Greece was colonised and 
interspersed with various tribes of Sclavonian descent, who contributed 
to alter the manners and debase the language of its people^-. Among 
these tribes a very curious people were found, who still exist in con- 
siderable numbers, retaining all their peculiarities of language habits 
and customs, amidst the mountain ridges of Epirus and Macedonia. 
These were the Vlakhi or Valachians, whose dialect, containing a large 
intermixture of Latin words, supplies a reason for referring their origin 
to the Roman colonies planted in Dacia and Moesia by Trajan and his 



* Cedrenusy p. 638. 
ve/ion-at* Epit. Strab. Qeog. L vii. p. 90. ed. Uads. 
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successors. The original Valachians were so warlike that they fre- 
quently endangered the very seat of empire*, but their descendants 
are a peaceable, inoffensive race, addicted principally to pastoral occu- 
pations. They were extirpated in the more northern districts by the 
conquering arms of the Turks, and the remnant now found were pre- 
served in the mountain fastnesses of the south. 

It seemed as if each tempest of war that troubled Europe cast a 
wave upon the devoted shores of this country, and that every emigratory 
inundation left a portion of slime upon its plains. In the latter part of 
the eleventh century Robert Guiscard and his son Bohemond led their 
fierce adventurous Normans out of the kingdom of Apulia, in which 
they had been firmly established, to attack the frontiers of the eastern 
empire on the other side of the Adriatic. Their first enterprise was the 
siege of Durazzo, which was bravely defended by its governor George 
Palaeologus till the arrival of the Emperor Alexius Comnenust- This 
enterprise not only introduces the Albanians for the first time into his- 
torical notice, a people destined hereafter to act so conspicuous a part 
in the annals of Epirus, but occasions the earliest mention of loannina, 
the capital of their extended empire. 

After an unsuccessful battle fought by Alexius under the walls of 
Durazzo, he fled to Achris, leaving a Venetian garrison in command 
of the citadel, and the city itself under the government of Comiscorta 
an Albanian chieftain %. The victorious Robert deUberated for some 

» 

time whether he should press the siege, as the season was far advanced, 
or retire into winter quarters at Glabinitza, and re-coramence opera- 
tions in the ensuing spring. A secret correspondence which he entered 
into with one of the Venetian garrison determined him to remain, and 



* They contributed chiefly, with the Bulgarian and other northern tribes, to gain the battle of Adri- 
anople^ which led to the ejqpulaion of Baldwin from the Byzanthne throne, A. D, 1305. • The Vlakhi of 
EpiroB are called K^jb-BX^x^i (or lame Vlakhi) to distinguish them from the original settlen on the 
Danube named Mavpo^BX^x^' C^'' ^^^^ Vlakhi.) 

*)- Father of the celebrated Anna the historian. The siege commenced in June, A. D. 10S1« 

% Annas Comn. Alex. 1, iv. sub fin. 
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the city was delivered up on the 8th of February, 1082. After this 
success he was recalled to Italy by a rel>ellion among his own states ^^ 
and left his son Bohemond to prosecute the war. 

This celebrated warrior trod in the footsteps of his victorious father. 
According to the account of Anna Comnena he led his troops through 
the heart of £pirus, and occupied a most important and advantageous 
station at loannina, fortifying its castron or citadel-f* and repairing the 
walls, whilst he entrenched his army amongst the beautiful vineyards 
in its vicinity. From this post he sent out parties to ravage the adja- 
cent towns : these committed so many enormities that the emperor once 
more collected an army with all possible expedition and marched forth 
to gi\'e them battle. In the conflict which ensued under the walls of 
loannina, and which lasted from the rising to the setting of the sun, 
the imperial forces were totally routed, although Alexius, according 
to the partial but very pardonable account of his filial historian, per- 
formed prodigies of valour, standing like a vast tower opposed to the 
raging w.aves of battle, remaining till his best troops and officers were 
all cut in pieces around him, and then only flying to preserve himself 
for better hopes and greater dangers. 

The course of events hath thus brought us to the city of loannina : 
we shall however have occasion to dwell for a short time only upon its 
early annals ; since no historian has left us any account of its origin, 
or progress, or the character of its people, in those ages when human 
beings were reduced to the lowest point of degradation and all the 
energies of mind corrupted or destroyed by the enervating influence of 
the Byzantine government: neither does it derive any importance 
from its connexion with literature and the fine arts, nor claim a share 



* Ia 10S4 he marched to the relief of Pope Oretory VII. of whom he declared himself the pro- 
lector» though he had fonnerly been excommuDicated by that pontiff He died in Cephalonia, July 
17thy lOSSf as he was preparing a renewal of his attack upon tne eastern empire. 

f That ioeomparable geographer Meletios says it was fortified by Michael Dacas, the sebastociativ 
(read pfotostrator), uncle of the Prinoeas Anna Comnena. 
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of that partialitj which we so indelibly acquire for the Grecian name. 
Its annals are enveloped in an obscurity which I am afraid no labour 
of research can now dissipate : its inhabitants have passed from the 
face of the earth without leaving any traces of their existence that can 
enable us to enjoy their triumphs or sympathize in their misfortunes^ 
and even those which an imperfect history endeavours to designate^ 
appear like shadows in the twilight, which the eye can barely distin. 
guish from the surrounding gloom. The sole interest connected with 
loannina rests, for a basis, upon the character and exploits of its pre>- 
sent ruler, who, during a series of the most eventful circumstances, has 
raised it fi-om the head of a small pashalic to be tlie capital of Old and 
New Epirus. 

Respecting the first foundation of this city nothing is certain. 
Some refer it to the celebrated John Cantacuzene, others to Michael 
Ducas and an unknown despot Thomas*, others again to an equally 
unidentified despot John : but many things seem to denote that its 
foundation took place long before the title of despot was given to the 
ruler of a province : iior can it be surprising that the security of its 
site, the fertility of its plains, the advantage of its spacious and mag- 
nificent lake, the barriers of its mountain ridges, should attract the eye 
of the citizen and the soldier, both as an agreeable residence and an 
impregnable fortress. There can be no doubt but that it was occupied 
in very early ages of the Byzantine empire. From Anna Comnena, who 
first makes mention of it in the eleventh century, we find th»t its castron 
or citadel was then dilapidated and repaired by the gallant Bohemond : 
many centuries therefore had probably elapsed before this dilapidation 
took place, through neglect and confidence ; for the very silence of his- 
tory concerning it affords presumptive evidence that its commanding 



* This opinion seems to have arisen from a monumental' inacription discovered in digging for the 
foundations of a house in loannina, which signifies HERB LIES PUKE THOMA8, QOVEIU 
NOUR OF lOANNINA, This Mr. Jones saw, but I did not : it however proves nothing with re* 
gard to the foundation of the city. 
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situation imposed awe and respect upon invaders. A minute inspec* 
tion of some ancient ruins still remaining in the castron inclined me 
to refer the original edifice to the age of Justinian, who, as we learn 
from Procopius, erected innumerable castles and fortresses throughout 
all parts of his dominions, particularly in Epirus and Macedonia*: 
the style of building too very accurately coincides with other edifices 
attributed to that c mperor, especially with one at Konizza, situated at 
the distance of one day and a half from loannina. What light may 
be thrown upon the matter by the following inscription, which I 
copied at the mosque of the serai, which stands upon the site of an 
ancient church, is left to the decision of those who are better ac- 
quainted with palaeography than myself -f*. 







* He is mentioned by this author as SKjiv ri)v BXk&Ba irepifiaXuv toi^ ixyP^t*^^^' ^® ^^^ ^''^ .^^ 
the forts built and repaired, of which those in Old and New Epirus alone amounted to 44 built, 
and 50 rnpaired. De .^Bdif. 1. iv. c. 1. firw avrexft ra i^ftara ir roic x^^'^ iLvepyairafieyo^t 
A^t &ypoc eicavDc 9 fpttpioy inrorerdpyevraiy *i rf rttxurfjUvf wp6iroiK6s Itcv, ivrdviA, re kui kv 'liiriipi^ rp 
rr y^f^ rp iraXacgf KoXttfUy^* Lib. iv. c. 2. 

+ The name, which is always written in the plural number ra iMavviKa, leads us to suppose that its 
immediate founder was some person of the name of 'Iwdvvifc, or John : otherwise we might suspect, 
connecting other circumstances with it, that its appellation was derived from loannina, the daughter 
and sole heiress of the Great Belisarius, who was forcibly married to Anastasius, who is called the 
grandson (dvyarpi^c) of the Empress Theodora. (Procop. Hist. Arcan. c. ir. t.) Gibbon would 
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From the time of the Norman invasion, loanniha seems to have 
been totally unnoticed by historians till the capture of Constantinople 
by the Franks, and the consequent foundation of the great despotate 
of Epirus, or of the West, as it is soaietimes called, by Michael An« 
gelus, a bastard son of John the Sebastocrator. This Michael had 
married a daughter of the governor of Durazzo, which gave him such 
ED 'interest in the western provinces, that he quickly subdued and 
united under his sway Epirus, Acaruania, and ^tolia, with the strong 
cities of loannina. Ana,- and Naupactus*. Michael having sent for 
his brother Theodore, who resided at the court of Lascaris in Nicaea, 
and declared him his successor in the despotate, was soon afterwards 
murdered in his bed, together with his wife, by one of his own domes- 
tics named Romaeus. 

Theodore augmented his possessions by conquest, subduing not only 
Thessaly but the Bulgarian district of Achris, Albanon, or Albanopo- 
lis, and many other strong places in that vicinity f: he defeated and 
took prisoner Peter of Courtenay, the newly-crowned Emperor of 
Constantinople, in the strong defiles of the Albanian mountains be- 
tween the territories of Durazzo and Thessalonica:]:; and from the 
dark expressions of Acropolita the historian, I agree with Gibbon in 
supposing that he put him treaclierously to death : having afterwards 
conquered Demetrius son of the Marquis Bonifaccio, and taken pos- 



translate the word ^vyarpcd^c a nephew, contrary to its meaning, which lignifieii a gprandson by the 
daughter's side 3 and the historian in the very next chapter calls this Anastasius Toy Geo^Mpac 
tKyovov. 

* ^liaayrlvwv yap Jip\€ icht " Aprtic cat uexpcNaviroucrv. Acropolite Hist cviii. Nicet. Ann. Bal- 
duin. c. ix. p. 410. See also Du Cange Fam. Aug. Byzant p. 20S. loannina and Arta are mentioned 
as the two principal cities of this despotate, in an anonymous poem written about the year 1900, 
quoted by Colonel Leake in his Researches, p. 106. 

^Hrov iLvSimiQ r^c BXax^ofi Kot oXiyc r?C 'EXXa^oc» 
T^c "Apnic Kai rHy *lwayyiywy icai SKtt rS Ac^iroram; 

f Acropolita, c. xit. 

'^ '£r r«(i( rS AX^ayS Svaxttplaic. AcropoL c. xir. 

c 3 
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MtsioD of Thessalonica, Theodore caused himself to be crowned em- 
peror in that city by Demetrius. Archbishop of Achris, on the refusal 
at Cons»t«mtioe Metropolitan of Thessalonica*. 

When Theodore assumed this empire it would seem that he left the 
despotate of Epirus to Michael Angelus, son of Michael Angelas No*- 
thus, who was confirmed in his title by the Emperor Vataces. He 
was a very wa)4ike prince, valiantly opposing and retaking many 
possessions from the great Manuel Palseologus, who recovered the By- 
zantine throne from the usurpation of the Latins. At his death he left 
his Epirotic and ^tolian dominions to his son Nicephorus Angelus, 
surnamed Ducas, together with the islands of Corcyra, Cephalonia and 
Ithaca f. Du Cange seems to be in error respecting the death of Ni« 
cephorus, which, according to him, took place A.D. 1288; whereas 
he is described by Cantacuzene as taking an active part in the i£tolian 
wars during the reign of Andronicus junior, who was not crowned till 
the year 1325 J. 

His son Thomas, by Anna Palaeogina, succeeded him in the despo* 
tate of Epirus, being confirmed m its possession by Andronicus the 
elder, whose grand-daughter he married. He was slain by John 
Count of Zante and Cephalonia, who invaded his dominions and mar- 
ried his widow. 

After the death of the Emperor Andronicus junior, and during the 
commotioite that ensued upon the usurpation of the Imperial tlirone 



* After this he conquered many cities of Thrace, among which was Adrianople, and advanced eveii 
to the suburbs of Constantinople itself. He was diverted from his conquests by a rupture wiih his ally 
Aaan king of the Bulgarians, by.whom he was defeated in battle, taken prisoner, and deprived of hu 
sight. Beiust afterwanis liberatMl (vid. Acropol. jc. 38) he recovered the kingdom of Thessalonica frooL 
his brother Manuel, who had usurped it in his absence, and transferred the title of emperor to his son 
, John, retaining for himself that of despot, with the secret management of affairs. This John however 
was obliged by the Emperor Vataces to lay aside his imperial title, though he was allowed to retain 
that of despot together with his government His piety and virtues are much eulogized by the histo- 
rian AcropoliU. He died A. D. 1924. 

+ Nieeph. Gregoras, I iv. pp. 79. 93. 

X CantacoBene alap makes him son of the despot John, «o it is possible there may have been two of 
diis name. 

2 
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by John Cantacuzene, Stephen Duscian, cral or prince of Servia, over- 
ran Macedonia, Thessaly, and Epirus, assumed the title of Emperor of 
the Romans, and instituted an order of knighthood with all the dignita* 
ries of a Byzantine court. He united the districts of loannina, Triccala^ 
and Larissa under the command of one of his satraps, called Prelupus, 
constituting his brother Simon, or Sinissa, as he is sometimes called, 
despot of iBtolia and Acarnania. After the death of Stephen, this 
Simon contended with his son, the Cral of Servia, named Uresis, or 
Urosius, for the throne, at which time, Prelupus also being dead, 
Nicephorus* took this opportunity of regaining greatest part of the 
despotate of the west, forcing Simon to fix his residence at Castoria 
in Macedonia: from thence however he returned upon the death 
of Nicephorus, who was slain in a battle with the Albanians near the 
source of the Achelousf, that people having now become very power- 
ful, and extended themselves over the greatest part of EpirusiJ;. 

Simon, upon these tidings, returned into that part of his former 
territory, which was called Grecian Vlakia, of which Triccala was 
the capital : in this city he fixed his wife Thomais, and proceeded 
himself against i£tolia, which received him submissively, as also did 
Arta and loannina. From these successes he was soon called away 
by the insurrection of a Servian chief named Clapenus, who had 
married the widow of Prelupus and taken up his residence in Berrhoea; 
from thence he made incursions -upon the possessions of Simon, insti- 
gated in all probability by his wife ; for his enmity was soon appeased 
when Simon gave his daughter, the beautifiil and accomplished Ange- 
lina, to Thontas, her son by Prelupus. 



* Cantacuzene calls this Nicephorus a son qf John Duke of Acarnania^ whose death ho 
lib. ii. c. 39. 

f So I take the exoTeasion of Cantacuzene, who says the battle took place wtpi n x«p^*AxcX6er 
wpoony9p€v6fityov' L. iv. c. 43. He employed some Asia^ Turiusk amziliaiiei ia tUs 
meat 

t Cantaeus. Hist passim. 



* Not long before this time they had greatlj annoyed the imperial possessions and fortresses in the 
Illyrian proviooes, but had been severely ehastised for their audacity by Androaicus jlin. assisted b^ 
a formidable auxiliary force of Asiatic Turks. Cantacuz. 1. ii. c. 32* 

t A place in the neighbourhood of Paramithia. 
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Simon now confined his attention chiefly to the affairs of Vlachia, 
being unable to resist the arms of the Albanians*, who took possession 
of jEtolia and Acarnania, which were divided into two districts, under 
command of the chieftains Ghinos Bui^ and Peter Leoses. loannina 
however resisted all their attempts to subdue it, and its spirited 
citizens being reduced to great straits, sent a deputation to Simon, im« 
ploring his assistance. But in avoiding a lesser evil they unfortu- 
nately fell into a greater! Simon, with the forces for their protection, 
sent back also as their governor, his son-in-law Thomas, wliom my 
MS. designates by the gentle titles of, an imp of darkness, and a son of 
Salan. With his princess Angelina, he made a triumphant entry into 
loannina amidst the acclamations of the populace; he conducted him- 
self for a short time with candour and moderation, but soon threw off 
the mask, and appeared in all his native depravity. 

The first attack made by this tyrant was upon the church and its I 

treasures, which he pillaged to enrich his Servian followers, driving 
the excellent bishop, Sebastian, into exile, and turning the cathedral, 
after he had stripped it of its ornaments, into granaries and store- I 

houses. He next raised his hand against the principal and wealthiest 
of the inhabitants, confiscating their estates, and driving into exile, - 

without mercy, all except a few, who, by the basest compliances and 
vilest flattery ingratiated themselves into his favour* Amongst 
these unworthy citizens are particularized one Bardinus, governor of 
San. Donatof, and John Capsocavades, who commanded in Rako- 
vitza ; these men were his chief counsellors in iniquity and his asso- 
ciates in debauchery. Amidst the tyrannical acts of this monster, 
which became so great that even his own Servians deserted the city, 
none excited greater horror than that which he committed against 
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Elias Clauses, one of the best and richest of the citizens, whom 
he compelled to reveal his treasured by unheard-of cruelties, making 
him drink water mingled with ashes, and burning his naked body with 
torches and brimstone, till he expired under the torment. 

During the government of this wretch in the year 1368, a terrible 
pestilence invaded loannina, and swept off great numbers of inha- 
bitants : at its conclusion he forced all the rich widows who survived, 
to marry his despicable companions, and appropriated to his own 
use the property of the orphans. Whilst the unfortunate city was 
reduced to a state of misery by the oppressive laws, taxation, mono- 
polies, and other burthens of its domestic tyrant, it was exposed to the 
greatest external calamities by an Albanian invasion, under Peter 
Leoses, who was induced to retire by receiving great bribes, and the 
hand of Irene, Thomas's daughter, in marriage. During the five 
succeeding years, in which the city was free firom all incursions of the 
Albanians, the depravity of its governor continued to increase. 

In the mean time a second pestilence broke out in these parts, 
raging with particular violence in loannina and Arta. At the latter 
place Leoses himself fell a victim to it; after whose death a very 
celebrated chieftain, named Spatas, usurped the sovereignty, and 
joined together under his now formidable dominion, the two Alba* 
nian principalities of ^tolia and Acarnania. This warrior came up 
against loannina soon after its sufferings by the plague, and was only 
diverted from sacking the city by receiving Helen, the tyrant's sister, 
in marriage, with a regal dowry. 

The despot, liberated from this last and most pressing danger, sunk 
deeper and deeper in iniquity, giving himself up to the guidance of . 
a most abandoned miscreant named Michael Apsaras, who not only 
led him into the commission of the most enormous and unnatural 
vices, but aUenated his affections from his wife Angelina, a woman 
who, to great beauty, added the most angelic disposition, and who 
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had hitherto been able to afford protection to manj suppliants against 
the tyranny and brutality of her husband*. 

In the year 1378 the Albanians of Malacassif under Ohino Frati 
made an irruption into the territories of loannina during the season of 
vintage, but were defeated and lost a great number in killed and 
prisoners. In the month of February the following year, a tower of the 
castron was betrayed by one Nicephorus a native of Peramas:|:, to 200 
Albanians, who next morning were joined by a large body of their 
countrymen from the island of the lake, with Valachians and Bulga- 
rians mixed, when the whole castron, with its principal gula or citadel, 
fell into th<nr hands. During three days the most terrible commotions 
ensued, and a general assault was prepared against the city by the Al- 
banians in the fortress and their allies in the island. From this danger 
the citizens were deUvered by the interposition of Michael the arch- 
angel, who appeared at the head of tiieir armament with his flaming 
sword, and still continues to be the patron of the city. The expedi- 
tion from the island being thus met and defeated, the Albanians in the 
castron surrendered at discretion, all of whom were put to death 
except a certain number who were sent back as a warning to their 
countrymen, with the loss of eyes, ears and noses : from this massacre 
Thomas took the surname of the Albanian*killer {"Axficnoxrom)^^ 

In the ensuing month of May Spatas took revenge for these enor- 
mities by laying waste the vineyards and corn-fields in the vicinity of 
loannina, in spite of the mean vengeance of TiK)mas, who hung up 
before the city walls all the Albanians that fell into his power, or sent 



* She is styled in my loannina MS. "H rf ovri -xpva^ kcu ha^pi^dpi PaaCKicatu 

^ A large town of the Pindiis about ten miles beyond Mezzovo. 

i A ▼illage at the north end of the lake. 

^ The Albanians became very formidable in the fourteenth century, at the latter end of which two of 
their chiefs shone Tery conilpicuously, Balza in the north and Spatas in the south* Chalcocoodyh ).' ir. 
p. Ill : they gained possession of many strong holds and cities in Illyricumy Macedonia, Epirus, Thes- 
aaly, iBtolia, and Acarnania. Chalcocond. ibid. 
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#i^bi tattMSInted ittt6 the ebetnjr's camp. Nor did his craelty towards 
\kvA oWD sul:ge6td c^ase : in this i^ery y«ar he put to death Elias, the 
t^tieMl)le Bishdp of M6£iKOTo, at the instairce of his confidant Apsaras, 
^ut aMte intef stMall pieces Theochores an excellent citizen, and dragged 
anolh^, Dftmed Oastiziote^, to death at a horse's tail: many lost 
tbeir ejrtt or were kept in miserable dungeons till they discovered their 
ficfiet* to the tyrant. In the ye^r 1380 he fortified various strong castles 
of his own distridt*^ called in the assistance of the Turks, and carrying 
fife and sWord into the territories of Malacassi and its vicinity in- 
flicted the most horrid cruelties upon the victims who fell into his 
hfttid^. ' la 150^ be repeated l^ese incursions with the assistance of the 
same allies, conquered the cities of Velas, Drynopolis, Bagenetia, and 
CafUna : he tep^lled alto ati incursion of Spatas, who came to demand 
hiii Wife's dowry Which had Aot all been paid. 

Ift the iMtine year this apostate, by Which title.he i6 chiefly designated, 
received the title of despot fi'om the £mperor Manuel, soti of John 
Palseologus and his aftsociiate on the throne. 

In the year 13^5 the Turks made an incursion against Arta and car- 
ried away mauy Christian captives. Spatas on this occasion dispatched 
Matthew Ai-chbishop Of loannina, who happened to be in Arta, to 
request the assistance of Thomas agaifiM thclste fierce invadef^ : this was 
refused, arid the poor archbishop banished fbi* his interference. At 
length hiir enormities becanrre to revolting that four of his own body^-guard 
conspired toiid the World of soch a moiJStei^, and ^ectod their design 
by stabbing him in his bed On the night of December 20, 1385. 

This wretcJh having been buried with the obsequies due to royaltyf , 
hi^ widow Aii^Knain the month of January 1386, to the great joy of 
her subjetts espoused I^atls Count of Cephateiiia, ao excelleut and 
virtuous ptihte : amongst his first adts Was the recall of thd ardhbishop 



* AmoDgst the^e are xnentiooed Boiuishim, Critsounitta, Oragdmi, VaUnUtA and Rakovite. , 

-f Id ^ |>^oba5(H'ty ii is fus sepulchre to which the ittonumeatal inaod^tioii joentioned in p» 0, refers* 
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from exile, the restoration of the dilapidated walls and revenue of the 
churches, the destruction of those horrid dungeons in which the late 
tyrant confined his wretched prisoners, and the pUBishment of his vile 
counsellors, the infamous Apsaras being deprived of his eyes and 
banished with all his family from the realm. After this he protected 
his country from the depredations of Albanian marauders, many of 
whom he subjected by his arms^ and conciliated others by treaties 
which were faithfully observed. His good character procured for him 
the approbation of the Byzantine court and the regal title, the cere- 
mony of his coronation being performed in the cathedral by the arch* 
bishop and two of his suffragans, the Bishops of Velas and Dryno- 
polls. 

In the year 1387 the good Archbishop Matthew died, and was sue-* 
ceeded by Gabriel prior of the ancient convent called the Archiman- 
dreion ; its tower was this same year struck by lightning, and falling 
down crushed fourteen persons to atom;} under the ruins. 

Izaus entering into alliance with the rulers of Vlakia and Thessalo-t 
nica, governed his states in peace and tranquilUty till the year 1395, 
when he had the misfortune to lose his wife Angelina, whose remains 
were followed to the grave by ^ vast concourse of .citizens uttering th^ 
most unfeigned accents of grief and lamentation. In 1397, at the instiga* 
tion of his council, he espoused Irene,, the daughter of his old antagonist 
Spatas, a woman of great beauty and talent : soon after his nuptials he 
lent his assistance to his Albanian father-in-law against an invasion of 
the Turks, who were defeated in a bloody battle near Drisco* In the 
following year Izaus having co llected aj aig ^ for-cc marolic 4^against a 
powerful chieftain df^ib^glanaHMd^hic^ Zenevisi, in the province of 
Lower Dibra : by him he was defeated aqd taken prisoner. The new& 
of his captivity being carried to Florence, where he had relations of 
high rank, they, with the assistance of the Venetian g overnment at 
Corfu, ^procured his^lease by a r ansom ofj [0i<wirrflnrin<4j which was. 
paid at the^ily^orArgyro^^^ was brought and Ube- 



ITS HISTORY IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 1^ 

rated : firom thence in company with his brother Sgburus, he passed 
over to Corfu, Santa Maura, and Arta, where he was kindly received 
by Spatas and conducted to loannina, in which city he died peaceably 
on the 29th of April, 1401. 

Sghurus succeeded by will to the dominions of his brother, and at the 
death of Spatas to the government of Arta. Against him came up a cele- 
brated chieftain named Bonghoes, heading a large army of Servians, Al- 
banians, Bulgarians, and Valachians* who drove Sghurus from his do- 
minions, laid waste the country, burned whole towns arid villages, and 
massacred the inhabitants by thousands ; so that the MS. concludes 
this part of its history with a pathetic exclamation of Acarnania weep- 
ing for her children and refusing comfort because they are not-f*. Ac- 
cording to my documents this Sghurus was the last Christian prince 
who reigned at Ioannina:t^, which was thenceforth governed by an aris- 
tocracy. In the year 1432, the inhabitants, alarmed by 'the extensive 
conquests of Miirat or Amurath II. in Greece and Macedonia, sent 
out a detachment of their best troops to guard the passes of Mount 
Pindus, who cut to pieces all the Turks that were opposed to them. 
On this occasion the sultan sent the following epistle to the city : 

TRANSLATION. 

*• Sultan Murat Saoereign of the East and West^ to the People of loan^ 
nina^ greeting : 

" I counsel you to deliver up to me with good will your fortress, and 
to receive me as your sovereign, lest you should move me to great 



TT 



* At least thii Beems implied by .tbe sttm^e given by ^the MS. to this leader, who is styled Miroy^ 

+ This ezpalsion of Sgimnis .did not take place till after the year 1413, if he be the same gOTemor 
who is mentioned by the historian Duces as having sent, as well as some other states, an envoy to con- 
gratulate Mahomet I. on his restoration to the throne of Adrianoplew Duce Hist. Byz. c zx« 

t Phransahowovv makes i^enU^i) of 9, despot Charles who died at loannina A« D. 1430, just befora 
it fell into the possession of the Turks. 
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wratb, and I should coma up ^gsimt yow vUh ray vmy »nd take your 
city with the sword : tb^o you wHl fiufer all (he calamities that other 
places hsr^e suflfere4i wl^ch reiusipg tp acknovledgje mj power» hav« 
been conquered by my arms ; whose inhabitants have been sold into 
slavery through the £a&t and through the West. Come tben> let us 
make a treaty and ratify it with an oath» I (m my part that I will vfh 
spect jfQVtr rights* ^d yon on yours that you will obey me feithfuUy/' 

Upon receipt of this letter the principal inhabitants of Xoannina took 
counsel together, and fearing to briog down upon themselves the re- 
sentment of 90 powerful a prince sent an embassy to Thessalonica» 
where be then resided, who delivered the keys of their fortress into his 
bands*. On tbe^ir return he sent back with them a Turkish garrisou 
who took possession of the castrou with great rejoicings^ but sqoi;i 
shewed their enmity agvnst the Christian faith by razing to the grQw;\d 
the ancient churcb of St. Miebael niear the great gula or tower. 

In a short lapse pf time tbe^e Mahprnetajfis built houses iu that pari;, 
of the city which is now called Turcopajco^ and wijsbing to domiciliate 
here, obtained the Sultan's |>erH(iissiion to take for themselves wiv^Si 
among the daughters of the Greeks. Despairing, however, of success 
with the ladies, they devised the following scheme to effect their 
purpose. 

Watching the «pp<wtu«ity> of a grea* fe^iv^ «t\wiM«h th^Gjtek 
families attended divine service in the cathedral, ^^ley^ acmed them- 
selves secretly, and waited at the door^ of the cjiurcb till the con^ga- 
tion can^e out; then, each person seizing upon the damsel that pleased, 
him best, carried her off* in defiance of her relatives and friends. The 
parents, after a short time, seeing no remedy for tlie evil, consented to 
tiie nuptials, and gave the customary dowry to the husbands. 



* PdranM, lM>weTer rej 



^ nranM, Bowerer reports, titet the city Waa takoD l>y Sioad, feaeftfl 6f Murat^ iihl481, h ii.c. IK 
GhalcoGOB^ks gp^es m diiereiit aeeomt, end nyB, thmt it wu «t ibis tine imdcnr Uie g^overament o£ 
entries, w1m> was eaUed Biike or PriDoe orioaBntna, a ettyai^ iJiat time tofoiAered IIm raoal important 

^» ^^ AAV* *A T*lii^««lnnii ■ r!KAlrAAniii1. 1. V. n. I^A. 



m OrMce, next to Thaasaloaica. Cbakocond. 1. y. p. IM. 
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8TOBY OF ZNUnnrSIUS THV SKBLOSOPHttT. jKl 

A^T this evfwt. the Mahometan population of course iacreosed ; 
bttt) the Gre^s $tiH retained possession of the city or castron, though 
not of the gula or citadel, paying a very moderate tribute and being 
free from many vexatiiuis to which other cities under the Turkish do* 
minion were subject. At length, in the year l6ll^ the evil star c^ the 
Greeks gained the ascendancy and brought upon them such a train of 
caktmitieB that my MS. can trace them to no other cause but the per-» 
sonal interference of the arch-fiend himself. Their immediate author, 
or Mtanic instrmnent, was Dionysius*, eddied the Do^sophist (Zxn- 
iipfKofi) a fit vessel of evil, who had been ejiscted from his bishopric of 
Triccafai for practising the arts of astrol(^y and iiecromancy • This per-* 
senage had the oMlbrtime to dream a dream^ m whioh he saw the SuU 
tan himself rise up in his presence to reeeive htm ; and hence conjectured 
that he was ibiied by the stars to deliver his country from the Ottoman 
yiolDeL FttU of thss chimerkal project, he roamed about the country, 
witli a wallet behind his back and a large flaggon of wine slung by Us 
side, gaining proselytes to his opinion and adherents to his cause. In 
the course of these wainderings he arrived at the monastery of San De- 
metno m the vicinity of Del vinaki, at the disffeance of about ten hours 
firoih loanmaa : understa^idiDg that the Turks were less numerous in 
this city than elsewshcDe, aind that they dwelt for the most part outside 
die fortiess, he determined to make this the scene of his irst operations* 
HaA^ing by his pretended skill in astrology and predictions of the fall 
ef the Byzantine empire, as well as by tbeapplication of money , collected 
toother 'a large crowd of folkxwe^^ he led them by night against the 
city of loannina, which they entered singing Ihe Kyne EJeison; there 
they put to death about a hundred Mahometans, and burned several 
houses, A s um a n Pasha the governor, escaping with great difficulty by a 
seerot^ passage into the citadel. 

I ■ »' t I' I I f ■ ' I , I - . I !■ . I . . ■ I ■ . ■ I , I 'll 
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tt STORY OF DIONYStUS THE 8BXL080PHI8T. 

This infatuated mob soon turned their hands to plunder, and became 
inebriated by the contents of the wine casks which they broke open: 
this gave the Turks an opportunity to rally, and make a charge upon 
the rebels, when they slew a great multitude and took many prisoners, 
whom they reserved for the most exquisite tortures. Dionysius in the 
tumult escaped, and hid himself in a deep cavern under the north-«east 
precipice of the castron, which is to this day cafUed the tavieof the 
Skelosophist. :.: ; . 

Here he eluded for a considerable time the diligent search- that was 
made for him by the Turks, being supplied with bread by a baker, who 
was acquainted with his place of concealments he i was at^kist^dis^ 
covered by some Jews of the fortress, and delivered up U> his. en&mm 
By them this arch-rebel was flayed alive, apd !liis< skim stuffed <wil)b 
straw, sent to Constantinople, and carried into the Seraglia : th^ it itf 
said, that the Sultan having heard of the singular character i6f the man; 
n>se up from his divan to view the spectacle^ aikd fulfilled ; the pre« 
dictions of the astrologer. ■' . - ' 

After this rebellion loannina was treated by thC'Tufks like all other 
conquered cities. The principal conspirators, together with many in- 
nocent persons, were subjected to extreme punishments^ some being 
impaled, others sawn asunder, and many burnt alive : evary Greek 
church within the castron was then rased to the ground, from which 
place all Christians were banished for ever by a special firman of the 
Sultan ; but the Jews were allowed to retain their habitations, ^nd re- 
ceived various immunities in consequence of the assistanoe they had 
rendered to the Mahometans*. \ ■ 

This expulsion of the Greeks from the castron tended greatly ^ to . 






* This accounts for the residence of great numbers of Jews here in the present day, and tin t«tal ex>-* 
elusion of the Greeks. I find this sedition of Dionysius alluded to in Knolles's History of the Turks, 

6. 1308. It happened in the reign of Achmet the eighth emperor of Constantinople. The stuffing of the 
lishop is also mentioned, but he is there styled a patriarch : it is also added, that the co-operation of 
some Maltese knights, Neapolitans and Spaniards was expected. Here the loannina MS. ends: the 
rest 18 collected entirely firom tbe acconnts of living persons, or firop my own •btenration. 
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increase the city, which soon began to extend its anns along the banks 
of the lake. It seems to have enjoyed a considerable diegree of tran- 
quillity amidst the convulsions that agitated this part of the world 
during the last .efforts made by the Christian powers to preserve 
some portion of European Turkey from the overwhelming force of its 
Ottoman invaders. It was governed: by beys, and pashas of two tails, 
sent by the Porte, but never became the head or capital of a sandgiac 
till the time of its present sovereign*. His experienced eye soon saw 
the advantages of \U strong central situation, and from the first he de- 
terinin^ito ma^.it the^ focUs of his extended dominion. Under him 
it has, risen. to, th^t degree of splendour, importance, and population 
which it now pos^Qssev, . Tbe number of inhabitants is computed, ac- 
cording to the b|€»t calculations that can 'be made, at forty thousand : 
sincetbeiinsukitiaQ p€ the castFon and tlie fortification of Litaritza, it 
may be said ]tp haveii^wpidtAdel^j three palaces, besides a vast number 
of ^all. ^erais^ eighteen. niOsques, and six Greek churches. There are also 
three tek^s ^or Ti^rHish iDonaisteries» and two Jewish synagogues within 
the caltrop.,, tXhe.ho^pital^ vifhich was "founded through the exertions 
qf Signar9;^iPQk'A father^is oapaUe of receiving 150 patients, who are 
comfortably loc^g^d ai^d attended by a surgeon, a chaplain, and regular 
nurses: ai;i,anoual. governor is appointed who inspects the accounts 
and superint^ads the whole concern. The public prison is a dreadful 
place, sufticieijit :to jqake the stbUtest ^personts heart sink within him. 
A procuratore attends there daily to administer food and raiment to 
the wretched prisoners, many of whom would otherwise inevitably perish 
with hunger and cold : to the credit of the Greek inhabitants they make 
no di&tinction in this distribution between Christian, Jew, or Mahometan/ 
[ Xoannina contains two schools in which the ancient languages are 
taught. The first was founded about one hundred and thirty years ago by 



* This pasbaliQ is divided ipto foYir^stricts or provinces called Palaio-Pog€|giaoDiy Zagori» KaRiea>* 
das, and ureveoa. ' • ' . 
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one Ghidni, a mercbant of this oity^ who tnd enquired d largd fortim« 
bj commercial speculations in Valaofaia. He placed tbe funds for th6 
support of this foundation in the bank of Venice, which being confis^ 
cated when the French took possession of that repubiiC, the school has 
since been supported bj the genuine liberality of an ekcelient family 
named Zosimas, long settled in Rossiat Poland and Austria, and who 
being free from the oppression of despotic power^ and enlightened by an 
intermixture with more ciTili^ed nations, aeek^ in their enthusiastic IoV6 
for their native country, to pour the treasures of literature intd her 
bosom ; and as they are unable to assist her degraded serfs by urms, 
aim at supplying them with the more sure, though slow remedros of 
knowledge "^^^ About 300 scholars are taught in this seminary^ At th^ 
head of which is Signore Balano^ a most venerable ma<i and excellent 
scholar: his long white beard desoeading to bis waist, with his mild, 
amiable manners, brings forcibly to the mind a |)lctui*e of an ancient 
philosopher t« At the school over which Signore Psalida presides, 
about one hundred boys are educated : it itas founded only thirty 
years ago by a rich merchant named Piero^oe, bora at Grame^ 
nou, a small village in the vicinity of Ioanriitta<r To both ihes^ setni- 
naries are attached daoellent libraries : tHat of FisaKila^s possesses also a' 
pair of fine globes, and some good astronomical instruments. A' 
system of teachings pattly similar to that instituted by Dr. Bell, has 
been long established in this place. The Turks do not give themselves '- 
■ ■ — I --^ *_ 

^ Tbeflb h^mif6\ebt brothers h«t« iefp^if^ a Itfr^ dutt fat thh pt^fpot^ rh the iMiiilt of Motfco^w^ : 
hj their exertions and minificeooe a vast number of Romaic books are constantly pubKubed add dv^, 
tnbuf ed over Greece, with graoimars and elementary treatises ; they afibrd assistance for any promising 
lilemVy pnblieatioii, nd aup|>)^ masiy 70«n|; neii of laknt iriik A« mHmi of tritelliDf for lmprov«iiieAl^ 
or studying at foreign universities. I believe that excellent patriot and accomplished scholar Korai, who 
ife Qiing every eteitibn to clear bis iiafive UilgttAee Iroihih^ fcorhi|nioAs df tfae lUixobtfonv styte into 
which it had fallen, owes Us first patroiaee to the oenevoltnce of the Zosimades* 

f The geographer Mileiids, a native b? Tdannina, and aftef wards arl^bishop of Athens, was master 
of this school, as also was the celebrated Eugenios of Corfu, who translated the ^neid into Greek bexa- 
netera; Signoie Biteno has pnUished a TreatisB on Atgebn nad ArfChmefic. His father and his 
biother were both masters of the school before him. The principal Greek schools in Turkey betidea 
thiee bf foasnma ate it Con«taotinople, Btaftati^ BiM^fiti^t, Kidh6nl6tf; iSlalonica, Milies dn Mount 
Pelion, Mount Athos, Athens, Chios and Patmos. Venice and Vienna are the chief m&ts for l^ks. 
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much trouble about the education of their children : a man amongst 
them who is able to write, is looked on as a bemg of a superior order, 
and assumes vast importance by carrying a calaroboio, or silver ink- 
stand, as the sign of his mystery, stuck in his girdle. Still there are 
two large buildings in loannina appropriated to this purpose, and to 
every mosque a small room is attached, in which children are taught 
to read the Koran. The Greek churches of loannina are in general 
large and ornamented with much gilding : they form a striking con<- 
trast with the Turkish mosques, which are singularly plain. As the 
vizir cares very little about any religion, he is extremely tolerant of all, 
and in no part of Turkey are the Greeks allowed so many privileges : 
that which they seem to value most, is the power of calling together 
their congregations by a bell : the Mahometans disdain to do this 
by any other sound than that of the human voice ; and certainly the 
sonorous tones of their muzzeins issuing from the light galleries of the 
airy minarets, wafted over all the city at the hours of prayer, produce 
an extraordinary and sublime effect 

The chief commerce of loannina is carried on with Constantinople, 
Russia, Venice, and Malta. From the first it procures shawls, tur- 
{)ans, amber, and a variety of toys ; from the second oxen, horses, 
fdiins, and ermine ; from Venice come rich velvets, red skull-caps, and 
many articles of hardware ; from Malta various English manufactures 
and colonial produce : many houses of loannina have a partner, or 
some connexion, established in these places. Every article pays an 
ad valorem duty at the Dogana of four per cent. The chief exports 
sent in exchange are, cotton from the plains of Triccala, Zeitun, and 
Livadia, raw silk from Thessaly, Lepanto, and Salona, Valon6an bark 
from Acamania, prepared goat and sheep skins, and sometimes, 
though not very frequently, grain. Great profit accrues to the mer- 
chants of loannina from the distribution of their imports over the 
smaller towns and villages of Epirus : their domestic manufactures are 
not numerous : indeed here, as in other countries, the state of manu- 
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fiictures is a fair criterion of the state of ciyilization : whilst th^ work* 
manship of all articles that maj conduce to g^eral comfort, conve* 
nience, and utility^ or to the interests of philosophy and science, is 
quite contemptible, great industry and considerable skill is exhibited 
in the embroidery of cloth, in filagree, in working silver handles for 
pistols, muskets, and ataghans, and in ornamenting pipe-heads. 

^rhe soil around loannina yields grain of most kinds, viz. wheat, 
barley, arabositi, calamboci, beans and peas: its fruits are grapes, 
figs, peaches, apricots, plums, almonds, cherries, quinces, oranges, 
lemons, pears and apples ; great abundance of the latter are imported 
from the district of Zagori, on the other side tlie lake, and conveyed 
in boats across the water ^: hemp and very fine tobacco is also grown 
in certain spots. The town is plentifully supplied with fish and wild« 
fowl from the lake, and the surrounding plains and mountains furnish 
abundance of game : hares, however, owing to a particular super** 
stition, are never eaten either by Turks or Greeks. Very little 
animal food is consumed here comparatively, as in other Gredaa 
cities. The diet of all ranks is rather spare and simple : oil enters 
into almost every article of culinary composition, and is relished 
the better for a slight taint or haut-.gout. Botargo, which is the roe 
of the red or grey mullet, and caviar, which is that of the stur- 
geon, imported from the Black Sea, form a very favourite diet, espe* 
dally during the season of religious fasts. Cow's milk is never used £» 
diet; only that of sheep and goats, from which also a cheese is 
made which is very pungent and disagreeable to the taste. Ducks 
and geese are scarce, but fowls and turkeys very plentiful: turtle-Kloves 
are also plentifril and much esteemed, as also beccaficos at the proper 
season of the year : the wine used at table is less impregnated with 
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* Epiras was celebrated io ancient times for fine apples* called orbiculata. '* Orbicalata ex fi^ra 

bis in rotunditatem ciroumaeli : \mc in Bmfo primum proremsse ainiatito suit OfSBci qui Erarotica 

vocant." PUn. N. Hiat U XT. o. X4. ^ ^ '^ ^ • . . 
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min fli£ttt in other parts of Greece, except what is drank by the poorer 
classes, which is a villanous compound, and like most other market- 
able commodities, bought by weight : the chief food of these classes 
consists of a coarse yellow polenta made of arabositi, which looks very 
like a rice-podding^ ; under an idea that it might resemble it also in 
taste, I once purchased a lump for a para, and was nearly choked by 
the first mouthful, being obliged to wash it down with a most nau^^ 
seous draught of resined wine from ^ same shop, almost as bad as 
spirits of turpentine. 

The climate of loannina is more variable than is generally found in 
Greece : in the sumfmer the heat is quite oppresMve : the winter is 
sometimes very rainy, at others eiftremely cold, and the inhabitants, 
who at one season of the year clothe themselves in the lightest ap- 
parel, at the other wrap themselves up in robes lined with fiirs : the 
common people preserve their shivering limbs from the severity of the 
weather beneath cloaks of thick homespun fleecy cloth. Earthquakes 
are common, and most frequent in the autumn : they sometimes 
throw down the houses, and the fish have been known cast out of the 
lake upon dry ground. 

Amongst the maladies generally prevalent in large cities, fevers of 
all kinds are common at loannina, especially nervous ones : these 
arise chiefly from insalubrious dwellings, dirty habits of life, accumu- 
lation of filth in the streets, deficiency of wholesome nutriment, and 
above all from the great number of Albanese troops which are quar- 
tered by the vizir upon the houses of the citizens : this is, without 
exception, the most grievous and vexatious imposition to which these 
poor people are subject ; and nothing tends so much to corrupt their 
morals and to vitiate their manners : indeed all domestic comfort and 



* This polenta resembles the /ia{a dfAoKyalfi of Hesiod^a cake made of milk and maize for labourinr 
people. Athenaeus mentions a maise oake as the food of the lower classes^ who oould not afford to buy 
Dread. (Lib. ziy. 063. 6.) Spch an one as eat it was sometimes called iM(4iayplnfc» which signifies a 
Toracious fellow^ that would devour any thing that came in his way. lao. zt« 680* 
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purity of life must necessarily be destroyed in that family upoa 
which ten, twenty, thirty, or even forty of the most abandoned sol- 
diery are quartered, who join, both officers and men, in the most wan- 
ton exercise of power without any responsibility or dread of punish- 
ment : sometimes they are sent for the very purpose of gratifying the 
vizir's resentment, whether just or unjust The venerable old Turkish 
gentleman whom I have before mentioned as having been sent to play 
at chess with Mr. Parker, had been obliged for many months to sup- 
port fifty of these soldiers; they had broken every window in his 
• house, destroyed all his furniture, torn down his portico for fire-wood, 
and obliged him to reside in the confined apartments of his harem, 
from whence not a female of his family dare stir out; and all this for 
some imaginary offence which he had given to the pasha : yet this per- 
son was universally considered the most inoffensive and amiable Ma- 
hometan in loannina. Such are the blessings of tyranny I 



CHAPTER 11. 

Marriage Procession of Criovanni Melas — Marriage Feast and various 
Entertainments — Reflections upon the State of Femak Society in 
Greece — Story of Phrosini — Story of Gelisem — Marriage Ceremonies 
— Albanian Wedding. 

Our friend Mr. Cockerell had not left us many days before we 
had opportunities of witnessing many interesting and curious scenes^ 
in the enjoyment of which we would most gladly have had his parti- 
cipation. One of these was the marriage feast of Giovanni Melas, a 
young Greek merchant, one among the best educated, most intelli- 
gent, and most respectable men of the city. It was on a Saturday 
evening that we went with Signore Nicolo to view the nocturnal pro- 
cession which always accompanies the bridegroom in escorting his 
betrothed spouse from the paternal roof to that of her future hus- 
band : this consisted of near a hundred of the first persons in loannina 
with a great crowd of torch-bearers and a band of music. After 
having received the lady they returned, but were joined by an equal 
number of ladies, who paid this compliment to the bride ; these were 
also attended by their maid-servants, many of whom carried infants in 
their arms dressed in prodigious finery. The little bride who appeared 
extremely young, walked with slow and apparently reluctant steps, 
according to custom, supported by a matron on each side and another 
behind*. The streets were crowded with people, among whom 



* This ceremony may throw some lig|ht upon the ezpiesnon of St Paiilf ywauta wtpuiyuv (Cor. L 
ix« y. 6.) miaaoderstood by many commentators. 
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Signore Melas threw several handfuls of money at the door of his 
dwelling : we ourselves were here introduced to him, and with great 
politeness he ordered the band of music to accompany us back. 

Next day, being Sunday, we understood that the Archbishop of loan- 
nina attended at the house of Signore Melas to place the tinsel crowns 
upon the heads of the new couple, light the tapers, put the rings on the 
fingers, and perform all the other tedious ceremonies of a Greek wed- 
ding. The consunmiation of the marriage rite and the unloosening of 
the mystic zone is deferred till the third day of the ceremonials. 

On this day a grand nuptial entertainment was given, as is usual, to 
which all the particular friends and connexions of the bride and bride- 
groom were invited. In the evening we sent our congratulations to 
Signore Melas, with an intimation that if agreeable we would pay our 
i^pects to him personally on his marriage. This^ as we had foreseen, 
was considered as a compliment ; the band of music was sent to pre- 
cede us to the house, at the door of which we found our host waiting 
to receive us : from thence he led us into the festive chamber and in- 
troduced us to his guests, I mean to the male part of them, since, as it 
has been before observed, in this semi-barbarous country the sexes are 
separated at all convivial entertainments ; a custom which, more than 
every other, stops the progress of refinement, throwing over the amuse- 
ments of society languid insipidity or tainting them with sottish de- 
gradation. We found Signore Melas's friends^ after having partaken of 
the equal feast^ pouring out copious libations to the rosy god, and sing- 
ing hymeneal songs to the discordant harmony of fiddles and guitars. 
All rose up at our entrance, receiving us with every mark of attention^ 
and seating us at the upper end of the divan, one on each side of Sig- 
nore Alessio, the governor of Zagori, a great favourite with the vizir^ 
who it seems acted for the bridegroom as master of the ceremonies*. 
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* R« was the cbiefbridesmatf or mpdyv^nfoc on tliis occasibii. 
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in the interval betweeai our introdactioa andisupper, a foo) or zany 
waa called in to divert the company by acting with a. down a Idnd of 
pantomime, the ludicrous nature of which consisted in practical jokes 
and hard knocks upon the clown's pate, which stroo^y excited the risi- 
ble faculties of the spectators. 

We were much more pleased with the next species of entertain- 
ment, which consisted of an exhibition of the Albanitico or national 
dance of the Albanian palikars, performed by several of the most 
skilful among the vizir's guards who had been invited to the feast. The 
evolutions and figures of this exercise served to display the astonishing 
activity and muscular strength of th^e hardy mountaineers, who grasp- 
ing each other lightly by the hands, moved for a time slowly back- 
wards and forwards, then hurried round in a quick circular movement 
according to the excitement of the music and their own voices, whilst 
the coryphaeus or leader, who was frequently changed, made surpris- 
ing leaps, bending backwards till his head almost touched the ground, 
and then starting up into the air with the elastic spring of a bow, 
whilst his long hair flowed in wild confusion over his shoulders*. After 



* This Albanitico has been considered by many as a remnant of the ancient Pyrrhic dance : but it is 
astonishing how ancient authors differ amongst themselves regarding the nature of the Pyrrhic, which 
seems generally allowed to have had its origin in Crete, or at least to have been first made known to the rest 
of Europe from that island. Ti^y Uv^xv^ ^pAroc ^i^ Hvp^y^pQ Kv^vmn^c Kfi^c ro yeVo^. Nic.Dama* 
sen. de Mor. Gent, in Stobflei, Serm. xlii. See also Lucian, who refers it to Crete, though he derives it from 
the sacred dances of the Curetes : de Saltatione, § 8. Aristoxenus, quoted by AthenaBUs (lib. xiv. c, 7.) says 
it was an invention of Pyrrhicus, a Spartan at Laoedaamon, and calls it a military exercise : but as the 
laws and constitution of this country were brought from Crete, a mistake concerning, the origin of i^ 
custom might easily arise. Strabo asserts (lib. x. p. 701, ed. Ox.) that the Pyrrhic was different from 
the armed dance, iroirX/oc opxii^'cc, and Aristophanes refers it to a species of that lascivious and immo- 
dest dance called the K<$pda|, for delighting in which Philip of Macedon is so severely upbraided by 
Demosthenes : and hence the satirical poet condemns all those who practise it to punishment in the in<« 
fernal regions. Ran. 153. Most authors however consider the Pyrrhic as a military dance, and many 
ascribe its origin to Pyrrhus the son of Achilles, who is said greatly to have excelled in it. From a eon« 
sideration of all citcuroetances I should think it not improbable that there were two kinds of Pyrrhic^ 
the one a vile lascivious movement, the other a maoly and martial exercise : and this latter was chieftjf 
practised at Sparta, where children were taught it at the early age of five years ; and of this latter 
Pyrrhic it is not improbable that the Albanitico is a remnant, since we learn from Lucian that the 8par« 
tsoe in their dance began like wrestlers, catching fast hold of each others hands, which practice was 
Galled &ic|pox<cp^iioc* It is also singular that amongst the Mainotes or Eleuthero-Lacones, as they ava 
called, the Albanitico or military dance is still best performed and held in highest repute. In the wild 
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this was finished, the bridegroom with several of his guests imitated their 
example, with less agility, but with much more grace and elegance. 
Dancing is still considered by the moderns as it was by the ancient 
Greeks, a requisite accomplishment in the composition of a gentleman*. 
When supper w^iS announced we all sat down, except the bride- 
groom, whose presence was excused, at a long table plentifully sup- 
plied with poultry, game, pilau, various made-dishes, and pastry. In 
token of extreme civility, every [>erson near us heaped food upon our 
plates, which sometimes presented such an heterogeneous mixture of 
fish, flesh, and fowl, that if we had been obliged to eat it this proba- 
bly would have been our last meal. I observed a beautiful boy about 
six years old who sat next me cramming himself till he could scarcely 
breathe ; the little urchin seemed so determined that I should follow his 
example that he generally put half his mess upon my plate. Mr. Parker 
happening to sneeze at this entertainment, he was quite electrified by 
the boisterous congratulatory vivas of the guests. This custom is very- 
general in the south of Europe, and seems to be a remnant of a very 
ancient superstition-f*. In tlie mean time the guests poured down co- 



songs ftod tntenaely stretched voices of these palikars during the exercise, one may perhaps recognise those 
6p^i»c pv^fUtc which Athenasus says ought to accompany the Pyrrhic That the name of this dance at 
least was acknowledged as coinciding with a martial exercise in the time of the Byzantine emperors 
appears from a passage of Curopalatas, who says, speaking of it as an occupation of the soldiers under 
Roman us Diogenes, ^^ay yap 6i tQp liXKtty fidktva n^y nv(5p/^iov iKfitfuktniK^rtc ^PX''^*''* Except* 
app. ad Hist. Comp Cecireni, p. 839. 

* By dmilar feats was Ulysses entertained at the Court of Alcinous, who seems to hare spoken of his 
dancers with • legal pride. 

*AXX* &yc* ^aifiK^y fiifrdpfioytc Bcvoi Apivoi 
Uttlffarf ^c x' ^ S^^^oc iviom^ iieri ^iXoi^ 
"Oucah voT^aac, oaaor irtpiyiyv6ii€^^ AXAmf 
NavriX/p rcu voviii cat dpxi^^ "^^^ hotZj^' Od. d, ^50* 

i The eastOB of *' adoring the sneeze" is alluded to by many authors. Atbeneos mentions it by 
the phrase wrap five wpovKvvtiv^ referring the origin of the custom to that eeneral idea of sanctity wbick 
was attached to the head : ^i Upov iy6fu(or H^y Kofakily' lib. ii. c. 96. Xenophon in his Expedition of 
Cyrus (lib. iii.) relates the curious effect which an accidental sneese bad upon the whole Greciaa 
army, who all with one accord adored it as a deity — fuf ofifAp Ac ^ioy. By many however the 
sneeze was considered rather in the light of a disease, or at least as the indication of one, and tbenca 
arose the ancient form of civility from the bystanders in the words ZEY ZO2ON9 from which the Italian 
Viya is derived, and the English expression of ** God bless you." 
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pious draughts of wine, toasting the bride and bridegroom, the English 
Milordi, Signore Alessio, and others : and now it was that I iancied I 
could discover the meaning of old Anacreon in some of his Bacchana^ 
lian expressions from the manner in which these Grecian topers drank, 
(ifAVfi) many of whom filled two and others even three goblets with 
wine* ; then taking up one with the right hand they applied it to thdr 
lips pouring the contents of the other two into it with the left, and 
never moving the cup from the mouth till the whole of the liquor was 
dispatched : these triplets were received by the rest of the company 
with unbounded applause. Possibly the celebrated Thracian Amystis 
may have been a similar trial of Bacchanalian skill, and not a goblet, as 
it is geiv^rally rendered. 

fl 

Nea nittlti Damalit meri 
BaMum Tbrekia vincat AMYSTmS. 

The feast was kept up with great merriment and noise till Signore 
Melas came in to pay us the highest compliment in his power, by in* 
troducing us into the gynaeconitis, where the ladies were assembled. 



* A great distinctioa between the ancient and tlie modern topers of Greece seems to be, that the 
latter never mingle water with their wine^ though the former ofaser? ed this custom as a irery gener»l 
rale: 

'Ot fiiv 6p oivoy t/iiffyoy M Kpfiriipin Kai v^wp* 

They eyen worshipped the Acrotopotes or pore*wine-drinker as a being so superior in strength of head 
as to be worthy of divine honours (Athenaei, lib. ii« p. 30) : they classed their wines into two sorts, the 
ikiyo^poi and iroXv^ofMii, according to the proportion of water they would bear. Plutarch mentions 
three dififerent mixtures in use amongst wine-dnnkers : 1st Three parts of water to two of wine: Sd* 
Two of water to one of wine : and 3d. Three of water to one of wine (Symp. 1. iii. Q. 9). Athenmus 
however reports that there was another mixture in vogue amongst the determmed votaries of Baochos; 
this was the «^vrc-cai-Mw or five parts of wine to two of water. Some wines are reported to have been 
so strong as to admit of twenty parts of water to one of wine ! Vid. Od. c. 309, and Hippocrat. lib* ii* 
de Morb. in fin. The ancients tempered their wines with cold or warm water, according to the season 
of the year or the state of their stomachs ; but that custom which sounds the most extraordinary to a 
modem ear, is the mixture of sea«water with the wine, the Itvoy ^akavtrdfievay, as it is called by Hippo* 
crates. 1 used to have mv doubts about the passage of Horace respecting the Chium maris expero, and 
was inclined to agree with those commentators who considered it as home-brewed, until I found the 
custom most explicitly mentioned by Athenseus (lib. i. c. 1 9), who says that under it the allegory of 
Bacchus flying to the sea is veiled : ii^y yap €tpai rir iivor, wapeyxeofiiyiic ^oKdvati^* Certainly this 
mixtnre could not be more revolting or nauseous than the vino reghuUo of the moderns, which beoomee 
palatable by habit. It is curious aUt the Romaic name for wine is Kpaalt which, like the word crater, 
IS derived from the ancient cusloai of mixing water with it. 

VOL. II; F 



$4 MABRIAflK ISAST AND BNTBRTAINMSNT& 

In passing through the gallery or portico we observed a great quantity 
of rich bed-farniture, consisting of purple velvet embroidered with gold, 
which is always sent with the bride and displayed for public admiration 
upon these occasions. We hiid heard thatloannina was celebrated for 
the beauty and fine complexion of its females; and certainly we were 
not disappointed when we entered into the apartment where a party of 
the most charming women in this capital were collected together. 
They sat in a large circle round the room, superbly attired ; but the 
liquid lustre of their eyes put to shame the jewels that sparkled in their 
raven tresses. The reflection came forcibly across the mind, what 
brutes the men must be who could dbsert the society of such master* 
pieces of excelling nature, to indulge in the low gratiBcations of : 

riotous intemperance I By the smiles and whispers that went round ' 

the circle, we soon perceived that our appearance excited much 
curiosity, and that our persons and every article of our dress became 
subjected to the minutest scrutiny. We were seated on each side the | 

little bride, who was scarcely twelve years of age, and was comparatively I 

so girlish that it required a great stretch of imagination to consider her . 

in the character of a matron. She was magnificently dressed, the value ; 

of the jewels with which she was adorned being estimated at about i 

SOOO/. ; an ancient family appendage (that xaA«»o» nr^fAa of the Greek 
tragedians) in the shape of an old nurse, stood near her, and this 
ArguSk was actively employed in guarding her charge and repelling the 
advances of Signore Melas, who was anxious to impress the marks of 
his affection upon the lips of his betrothed. One of the Albanian 
guards having brought in coffee, the young lady arose and with a very 
pretty air handed it to Mr. Parker and myself, who were obliged to 
suffer this inversion of the right order of things and accommodate our- 
selves to the custom of the place. We observed that her manners and 
deportment were accompanied with a great share of mildness and aflTa* 
bility ; but her features had not sufficiently expanded to judge of their 
expression : it appeared to us that her countenance might become la- 

2 



/ 



1 1 

1 



REFLECTIONS ON FEMALE SOCIETY DMIBESCB. 35 

teresting but by no means handsome. She was a daughter of the chief 
primate of loannina^ and her dowry was said to be very considerable* 
After remaining about an hour in the Oynasconitis we took our leave } 
but in quitting the room we remarked a number of faces peeping 
out of an opposite latticed window^ and found that a large party of 
yonng unmarried giris had been keeping the feast in a different apart^ 
ment» separated both firom men and w^men. The band of music ac-> 
companied us back to our k)dging^ where we arriyed about midnight. 

The scene we had wiMessed naturally gave rise to som^ reflections 
upon the degraded dtate of that sex whose influence has,' in general, 
so great an efiect upon society. This degradation in Greece is owing 
principally to a want of education amongst the females, and an early 
seclusion from that society which they are intended to ameliorate and 
adorn : but indeed if the first of these evils were removed, the second 
would soon vanish— ^for when good principles and a senile of moral 
duties are early instilled into the mind, there i« no need c^'seclUsion 
or confinement. Women who know their duties are full as apt toprac* 
tise them as men, and possessed as they ^re of a greater share of sehsi«< 
bility, are much more easily led to cultivate the mild and social virtues* 
Of all the countries which we visited, I saw none where this fi&lse 
system of treatment was more to be regretted than in Greece^ To 
judge from the countenances of the Grecian females^ they exhibit a 
vivacity and brilliancy of expression that denotes a high degree of 
sentiment and genius: they appear also naturally to possess. afiec^ 
tionate and kind dispositions. Without any tendency to that spirit 
of profligacy which characterizes the sex in many countries of the 
South. But what can be expected from the system that is pursued ? 
As soon as a girl approaches the age of puberty, she is more studiously 
shut up from public sight than a catholic nun. In the interior of the 
Gynekaios she is confined, but taught nothing beyond the art of em*' 
broidery or a few other such frivolous accomplishments, and, if her 
nurse or mother should be able to read, is instructed in the science of 

f2 



36 BBFLECWiNS ON FBHALB SOCIETY IN GREECE. 

relics, the history of miracle^moDgers, and other absurdities which su« 
perstition has engrafted upon religion. As soon as she arrives, at a 
marriageable age, she is affianced by her family , as a matter of conve- 
nience or sordid contract, and may be reckoned lucky if she find a 
parity of age in her partner for life. Very rarely indeed is the hyme* 
neal torch lighted here at the altar of love : all preliminaries are 
carried on by the intervention of a third party ; no opportunity is 
given to a young couple of studying each other's disposition, and ac- 
quiring that knowledge of each other's character which is so essential 
to connubial happiness ; there is nothing to excite those tender anxie- 
ties and delicate attentions which interest and refine the soul : the in* 
clinations of the parties most intimately concerned are not thought of; 
the suitor expects nothing firom his bride but a silent acquiescence in 
the will of others, and the girl herself, anxious for liberty, gives. her 
consent without consulting or even knowing the inclinations of her 
heart. Very curious surprises sometimes take place, when the bride^ 
groom goes to fetch his affianced spouse. The beautiful infant turns out 
a picture of deformity ; or the plain child is transformed into an angelic 
woman. 

Nothing can exceed the anxiety of parents and friends in this country 
to contract a marriage for their girls*. The brothers in a family, 
make it an invariable rule, never to marry until their sisters are 
disposed of; the truth of which was frequently confirmed to me by 
most respectable authority. The strongest instance I ever met with 
of this zeal was in a poor decayed tradesman of loannina,. whom the 



* Thus it was with the ancient Qreekfi : nothing seems to have been deprecated among them sa 
mnch as for a female to remain unmarried. 

'Avvfi^cvTO^ day Stx^^ 
idKpwri fivBaXta* 

Says the wretched Ehctra in Enripides; and so also the Antigone of Sophocles, 

"Ov^* vfuvalmp 

m fii r«c vfirot 
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exactions of the vizir, and failures in commercial speculations, had re- 
duced to the last stage of poverty : his still venerable, though melan- 
choly appearance, so strongly excited our compassion in his behalf, 
that we contributed a sum of money for his relief, which might possi^ 
bly, with good management and good fortune, have enabled him to 
regain a tolerable liveUhood ; but he chose rather to give it all as a 
dowry with his eldest daughter, a very beautiful girl, to a young 
Greek, who, according to custom, refiised to marry her without one. 

If the system pursued with regard to females in Greece were found 
efficient in preserving the morals uncorrupted, and the inclinations 
steady on the side of virtue, something might be said in its favour: 
but I am afraid that ignorance and seclusion are quite as bad safe- 
guards of innocence as freedom and cultivation: there will be this 
difference indeed, that in one case vice will exist divested of all refine- 
ment, and immorality exhibit itsdf in the grossest form : the mind too, 
unable to enjoy intellectual pleasures, will yield more easily to the 
seductive influence of the passions. One of the few Greeks whom I 
found aware of this injurious tendency, was Signore Melas, the very 
person whose marriage gave rise to the fwegoing observations. A 
more frequent intercourse having subsequently made me better ac- 
quainted with this intelligent young man, I discovered that the real 
motive of his marriage with such a youthful bride, was a wish to 
release her from the fetters of prejudice, that he might place her under 
the care of his own mother, cultivate her talents, study her temper, 
direct the rising energies of her mind, make the first years of matri- 
mony only the latter end of courtship, and thus qualify his wife to 
become his companion and his friend. These enlightened views of 
Signore Melas may in great measure be attributed to that intercourse 
with society to which his continental travels had introduced him. 

It is a curious fact that the ancient Greeks, like the modems, were 
guilty of similar errors in the education of their women : they seem to 
have been quite careless of all qualities and endowments in a wife. 
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except modesty and domestic maQagement*. Those women amongst 
them who are noted for talent^ and conspicuous in the list of fame, 
are for the roost part of that class who acquired cultivation at the ex- 
pence of virtue: they were a superior kind of courtesans^ fomiing a 
middle rank between the prostitute and the wife, and designated by 
the title of *£rd»i>ai, or female companions: these women, knowing 
that to gain universal admiration they must also acquire the polish of 
education and accomplishment, boldly threw off restraint, and asso- 
ciated freely with the men, studied their tastes, infused life into their 
convivial entertainments, and splendour into their establishments : 
hence they became not only mistresses to the young and dissi- 
pated, but the instructresses of statesmen, and the companions of 
philosophers. 

Such examples are sometimes nket with amongst the modern Greeks, 
though the difficulties in the way of emancipation and the cultivation 
of talent are now much greater than they were formerly. The tragic 
story of the unfortunate Phrosini is already known to the English 
reader ; but many circumstances connected with it have been so inac- 
curately detailed that I shall here venture upon its repetition. This 
young beauty was highly celebrated in loannina, not more for the 
attractive graces of her person, than for that elegance of manners and 
vivacity of wit, which made her the life and soul of society with 
which she freely mixed. I have heard the gravest personages dwell 
with rapture upon the remembrance of her talents, and the pleasure of 
her conversation. With this accomplished female, Mouchtar Pasha 
the vizir's eldest son, had formed an intimate connexion. The 



* The following speech of Telemachus to his mother, the pradent Penelope, pats this in a strong 
point of new. 

'AXX* itt SiKop IStfa rk tfovr^c ^ya tSfttCt 
*lwp r* ^Xaxdrfiy rt^ Ktu d/if cvt^Xoi^f iccXcvc 
"EpyoK ifrSix^v^au /uv^oc f dviptavi fuXifatip Ac. 
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estrangement which thence ensued between him and Yn% wife excited 
the most violent jealousy in the mind of tlwtt impertons woman, who 
also interested her sister, the wife of Vely Pasha, in her cause. Some 
time elapsed before they could gain any proof against the object of 
their hatred, but at last an opportunity occurred which Aey eagerly 
seized, A jeweller one day brought to Mouchtar's wife a brilliant ring 
of great value^ which she recognised as a wedding present made to her 
faithless spouse, and which she found, on questioning the jeweller, had 
been left Vith him for sale by her beautiful rival. Having gained 
possession of the ornament, she sent instantly for her sister, who pro* 
ceeded with her to the palace of the vizir : admitted into his pre- 
sence, they raised a terrible outcry and demanded redress for the con- 
tempt thus brought upon them by the machinations of Phrosini. AK, 
who at this time preserved his influence in Upper Albania by means of 
his daughters-in-law, and had actually contrived through their aid to 
cheat poor Ibrahim Pasha, their father, Out of some very important ter- 
ritory, felt unwilling to displease than: and therefore, raising them 
from th* ground, he swore by the beard of Mahomet that their just 
desires of revenge should be indulged : it is also confidently reported 
that he had at this time a criminal intrigue with the wife of Vely, and 
that he could rduse nothing to her solicitations* 

Trusting none of his officers with the execution of his commands, lest 
they might either give alarm to Mouchtar Pasha, or become the ob- 
jects of his future resentment, he went himself at the dead of nighty 
attended by bis body-guard, to the house of the unsuspecting victim. 
Having gained admittance, and procured a lamp, he proceeded at 
once into her chamber, awoke her from sleep, and holding out the 
ring in his hand, inquired if she recognised it. The unfortunate crea- 
ture immediately read her fate in the Btem bountenance of the tyrant^ 
deceit was useless, and she confessed the fact. In a severe tone of 
voice he then ordered her to arise, put on her clothes and follow him. 
At the folding doors of the court he dehvered her into the custody of 
the patroie, permitting one favojurite maid atone to attend her mistress. 
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They were conducted to a Greek church oo the borders of the lake 
near the gardens of the Kiosk, and presently afterwards about twenty 
frail women of the lower ranks were conveyed to the same place of 
confinement. There they all passed the night in prayer, expecting 
every moment to be their last. The next day however came to a 
close without the fatal order being given. The despot himself seemed 
struck with remorse, and hesitated before he could sign the sentence of 
death : he has even declared since, that he waited only for proper in- 
tercession to spare their lives. One man indeed, a poor Greek, did 
present himself before him to beg the life of his guilty spouse, who waa 
one of the unfortunates locked up with Phrosini. The vizir laughing 
aloud, asked him if he were content to live in wedlock with a whore? 
and on the man's replying in the affirmative, he gave an order for her 
release. The execution of the rest took place at night: they were 
taken in a barge from the church to some distance on the lake, tied up 
in sacks, and precipitated into the deep: Phrosini and her faithful 
maid, watching an opportunity, before the guards could prevent them, 
clasped each other in their arms and plunged into the water to rise no 
more. 

Drowning is the general punishment for incontinency inflicted by 
the Mahometan rulers upon their female subjects both Turkish and 
Greek : but if one of their own women should be caught intriguing 
with a Christian, such an insult upon the faith is not to be expiated but 
by the severest retribution, and the most public example. The follow- 
ing scene is copied from Mr. Jones's MS. Journal, having occurred 
during his residence in loannina. 



" The day on which I took my leave of Ali Pasha for the north 
of Albania, a Turkish girl, of extraordinary beauty, was stoned to 
death. As my two friends and myself were proceeding to the 
palace, we heard a person proclaiming something in the Turkish lan- 
guage, and on inquiring of our interpreter, we found it was an order 
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for ^ every true believer in the fisiith of Mahomet^ to go aoB throw a 
8toD6 at this poor girl. Her crime was that of intriguing with a Chris- 
tian (a Neapolitan in the vizir's service) for which the laws of Turkey 
subjected her to this horrible punishment. 

" The interviews between herself and her lover had been facilitated 
by a Jew ; but this worthy descendant of Iscariot was the first person to 
betray them. He supped at the Neapolitan's table on the fatal 
evening, and he had scarcely retired from it half an hour before his in* 
formation caused them to be arrested by the Turkish guard* The foU 
lowing morning, Gelisem (this was the unfortunate girl's -name) was 
condemned to die. Soon after sentence was passed, hen face was un- 
covered and exposed to the public gaze, which is the greatest indignity 
that can be offered to a Turkish female. She was then conducted, 
amidst the groans and curses of the Mahometans, to a plain at a short 
distance from the town. She had no sooner reached the fatal spot 
than she was partly stripped, and her long blacks tresses loosened 
about her neck and shoulders. One would suppose that her appear^ 
ance at this moment might have disarmed eved Turks of their venge- 
ance. But no! she was obliged to descend into a hole dug lor the 
purpose, when these barbarians began to pelt her with stoiies, uttering 
at the same time a volley of groans and curses. She was tortured in 
this manner for nearly a quarter of an hour, the pebbles being incon« 
siderable in size and striking her mostly about the fteck and shoulders^ 
At length an Albanian soldier, who had probably more humanity than 
the rest, took up a large stone, and> throwing it upon her head, put an 
end to her misery. She was then left buried under the mass. 

^' The fate of the Neapolitan can be considered as little less severe. 
After having been permitted to remain at loannina long enough to wit- 
ness the cruelties exercised upon his mistress, he was himself sent in 
charge of an Albanian escort to the town of Argyro-Castro, in the in« 
terior of Albania, where the plague was violently raging, and where 
two-thirds of the inhabitants had already fallen victims to its fury^ 
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^* What rendered the &te of these unfortunate persons more melan* 
choly wa9» that the girif who was but nineteen years old, was in a state 
of pregnancy, and the NeapoUtan wished to marry her ; but this could 
not be permitted, according to the laws of the country. I was in- 
formed, however, at loannina, that he might have saved her life as 
well as his own by renouncing his religion. The girl too, liad means of 
escaping the punishment of death ; but she afforded a singular instance 
of female heroism as well as of that extraordinary attachment which all 
the Turks bear to the religion of Mahomet. When she arrived at the 
iatal hole dug in the ground, she was desired by the priest to leap into 
it^ Ufa true Miever in Mahomet : — if no/, to leap over it/ She took 
the former resolution, though the consequence of her not doing so 
would have been the preservation of her life. She would indeed have 
been degraded, scouted, and spit upon by the Turks; but her life 
would have been spared. 

^^ Of course, we had no wish to be spectators of this horrible scene ; 
nor should we have been p^mitted if we had had that wish, so enraged 
were the Mahometans against the Christians, or, as they are pleased to 
term them, ' the Infidels.' Indeed it was said at the time (and con- 
sidering the source from whence I received the information , I have reason 
to believe it true) that a dervish went to the visir next day, and repre- 
sented to him the necessity of sacrificing thirty Christian heads, in or- 
der to save the girl's soul ; but the vizir had him turned immediately 
out of the room. Had this measure been adopted, my head might 
possibly have counted one. 

^^ We walked through the streets on this day as usual ; but we 
were afterwards told that we had acted imprudently in doing so. 
There are certainly many parts of Turkey where we might have 
been exposed to the fiiry of the Mahometans. But considering the high 
authority of AH Pasha at loannina, as well as his extreme care not 
only to protect but even to please the English, I believe we incurred 
very little danger on this occasion.^ 



" Thus it h these barbarians treat that weak and gentle sex, whom 
they themselves drive into error, instead of endeavouring to retain them 
within the path of virtue: not only do they totally neglect their edu- 
cation and improvement, but by their polygamical institution, that 
gross violation of Nature's law* and the social compact, they destroy 
at once all those tender affections which are the strongest induce- 
ments to chastity and virtue. The emancipation of females from 
tyrannical prejudices will be slow but certain among the Greeks, and 
they will ultimately attain the proper station to which they are en- 
titled ; but with the Turks the case is very different, and almost hope- 
less: there amelioration is Opposed by the detestable principles of re- 
ligion, if indeed it Can be called a religion, which teaches that wo- 
men are born but for the gratification of man and the propagation of 
the species, which turns them into slaves, and perpetuates the de- 
grading inferiority by denying them participation even in the public 
worship of their Creator. 

The marriage ceremony among the Mahometans Is citretnely 
simple, being merely a civil contract signed and witnessed before the 
cadi. The Greek rites are numerotts and absurd in the highest 
possible degree ; they have been so often described that a repetition is 
unnecessary, but as an Albanian wedding may possibly be new to the 
reader, I shall finish this chapter with the description of one which I 
received fifom a firtend who xvas present at the ceremony. 

^*The bridegroom goes on horseback to the dwelling of the bi4de: 
he is there presented with an immense loaf, which he breaks into pieces 
and throws to the spectators at the door, who are all very eager to pro- 
cure a piece. When he enters he is invited by the parents to sit down j 
to eat and drink, a ceremony which is generally most voraciously com* 



* Polygamy must be considered as bd infriDgemeDt of the law of Nature from the general equah'ty of 
males and females born into the world, in all places, and in all climates: the preponderance indeed, 
though small, is said to be on the side of the males, which seems a wise and providential regulation to 
coanterbalauce the dangers and accidents to which this sex is so much more exposed than the other. 

o 2 



44 ALBANIAN WEDDINQ. 

plied with. The mother kisses the bridegroom, and ties round his neck 
a handkerchief, a present from his fair one and sometimes embroidered 
by her hands. The duty of the priest is generally performed in the 
house or garden, it not being at all necessary that it should take place 
in the church. They then mount on horseback, the bridegroom first 
dressed in his best apparel, and carefully wrapped in cloaks, looking 
very downcast, and supported by his friends, as if he were unable to en- 
dure so awful a ceremony : the bride is veiled, but loaded with finery, 
which is either her own, or borrowed for the occasion : at some dis- 
tance firom the house they are met by their friends and the young girls 
of the neighbourhood, who dance before them to music, which is ac- 
companied by the voices of the party : this is by far the most interest- 
ing part of the ceremony. On arriving at the house, the father of the 
bride receives her in his arms at the door, and while she is apparently 
forced to enter, throws a pomegranate against the wall as an omen of 
fertility ; the mother of the bridegroom presents her with honey, com 
and oil, and winding a shawl round them both, she, together with the 
relations, drag them into the apartment, the bride afiecting great re- 
luctance and resistance. She is there unveiled, and is obliged to stand 
with downcast eyes, like a statue, against the wall. She is then saluted 
by the relations and fiiends, and is ready to receive any little presents 
which they may be generous enough to ofier. After this they sit down 
to a feast, prepared according to the means of the family, all except 
the bride, who frequently remains standing many hours whilst the com- 
pany eat, and bows with great complaisance to every one that drinks 
her health/' 



CHAPTER III. 

Shooting Excursion with Mouchtar Pasha upon the Lake — Dinner on 
the Island — Inxntation to a grand Entertainment by the Vizir — De- 
scription of it — Visits from the chief Greeks of loannina — Signore 
Alessio^ the Governor of Zagori — Visit of Ceremony to the Vizir — 
His Skill in Geography — Shooting on the Lake — Thalassopuli — Police 
of loannina — Review of Albanian Troops by the Vizir — Our general 
Manner of Living — Manners and Customs of the Greeks — Marriage 
Procession of one of AH Pasha's Concubines — -Ali's Harem — His 
Court and Officers. 

1 HE day after Signore Melas's marriage feast, we received an invi- 
tation at about nine o'clock A. M. to accompany Mouchtar Pasha in 
a grand shooting excursion upon the lake. We lost no time in pre- 
paring our fowling pieces, and descended to the quay accompanied 
by Signore Nicolo and his brother Giovanni, where we found two 
caiques waiting for us by the Pasha's orders : all the others belonging 
to loannina, amounting to more than 100, were engaged for the sport. 
We observed them already moving towards the southern extremity 
of the lake like a Lilliputian fleet, and our boatmen redoubling their 
efforts, we soon overtook them. Each caique, besides the rower, con- 
tained one or more sportsmen, with as many guns as they could 
collect. For a considerable distance the squadron moved forward in a 
atrait line, driving before it myriads of wild fowl of every species, until 
at length the boats at the extremities shot aphead, and formed a 
curvilinear line, enclosing a large space of water. As this circle 
narrowed itself, the birds confined within began to rise in dark masses 
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like clouds, and to fly over our heads. Then the flring commenced 
from one extremity of the line to the other, and continued about ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour, until the surface of the water was 
literally strewed with wild-fowl. We were stationed near the centre 
of this circle, close to the Pasha, who had about twenty guns in his 
boat, with one of his Albanians to load them as quick as they were 
discharged. He is an excellent shot, and very rarely missed his bird; 
it is said that he can shoot a hare when he is on horseback at full 
gallop, but this feat we never witnessed : if practice however can 
make perfect, he ought to be the best marksman in Albania. Some 
of his guns were of a great length, and he was so surprised at seeing 
me bring down a bird at a long shot with a very short fowling piece, 
that he requested me to send it for his inspection into the caique. 
After the sportsmen had picked up their game, the "squadron was 
again set in motion, to pursue the wild fowl who had retreated to a 
different part of the lake : the scene was exceedingly beautiful, for the 
sun shode brilliantly, and the snow^capt mountains, with the convents 
villages and cypress groves upon tlie banks, were finely reflected in the 
transparent water : the firing from the boats had the eflect of a naval 
engagement in miniature, the echoes of the musketry being increased 
and prolonged amidst the folds of the surrounding hills : hundreds of 
eagles and vultures flying around the shores of the lake, flapping their 
enormoui^ wings, and screaming as it were with delight in the pixjspect 
of their prey, added much to the grandeur of the scene. After we had 
been thus engaged about four hours, the vi«ir himself made his appear- 
ance in his state barge, but did not join in the sport ; soon afterwards 
the wind began to rise, and occasioned rather a heavy swell ; the 
signal was then given for dispersion, and the caiques all hastened with 
their loads towards ihe city. Mouchtar however had prepared a dinner 
at the house of one of his retainers on the island, of which he invited 
us to partake : accordingly we landed at the village, and found very 
excellent ikre provided in a house remarkable for its extreme neat- 
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ness and cleanlioefis. We were placed on each side the Pasha at the 
corner of the divan, whilst two Albanian officers and Signore Nicolo^ 
who was honoured with an invitation, knelt upon the floor, to bring 
their mouths on a level with the little round table, or tin traj, upon 
which the provisions were laid. My friend and myself alone had 
plates, and we all helped ourselves without reserve by means of our 
fingers from the same dish, exqept that now and then the Pasha and 
his guests, for the sake of compliment, dabbed a few handfuls of a mess 
upon our plates. A young Albanian Ganymede, with flowing hair 
and embroidered apparel, stood behind Mouchtar, with a pitcher of 
wine and goblet, from which he helped his master and the rest of the 
party : our fare was pilau, excellent ragouts, fish boiled and fried, fowls 
and pastry, to the number of about thirty dislies. Soon after we had 
dispatched our meal, we left the pasha to the. enjoyment of bis siesta 
and strolled about the village; whose neat comfortable mansions and 
clean streets, as welt as the orderly behaviour and industrious habits of 
the people, put to shame all other places which we visited in this 
Country. Passing by a decent church we came into a pretty square, 
where we observed several stone seats, in which the old men of 
the village sit basking in the evening sun, after their daily labours, 
and witness the sports and enjoyments of the youth*. I never observed 
a greater appearance of contentment and happiness than among this 
people; it is so favourite a place of resort to Mouchtar, and so useful 
to htm in the pursuit of his sport, that he governs it not only with 
mildness, but with great partiality. From the village we wandered 
over the island, delighted with the fine prospects which its eminences 
afford, and on returning to the house took coflTee and smoked several 
pipes with the pasha before we separated. As the night was fine and 
elear, Mouchtar, who is insatiable in aH amusements, ordered his 
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caique to row towards the upper lake, where he intended to spend 
some hours in shooting : we bent our course towards the city, listen- 
ing to the songs of the Albanian boatmen, and viewing the reflection 
of the lights from the castron in the rippling surface of the water* For 
several days after this excursion we were nearly confined to the house 
by continual rain, though the time was in some measure lightened by 
the society of Mr. Foresti and Mr. i^ouquevilie, and by occasional 
visits from the friends and connexions of our host. 

February 10th. — On this day we received a compliment which we 
little expected, and for which we were indebted to the kind interces- 
sion of Mr. Foresti : it was an invitation from All Pasha to accom- 
pany him to a splendid feast given at the house of Signore Alessio 
and to dine at his own table : to this honour he had never before ad« 
mitted any foreigner, of the highest distinction, except the present 
Lord Guilford : even Sir John Stuart, and General Airey governor of 
the Ionian Isles, though invited to a dinner, were seated at different 
tables apart from the vizir. We received intimation of the honour 
awaiting us just after we had finished our own dinner, but we willingly 
took the chance of death by a surfeit, for the satisfaction of dining 
with All Pasha. We had scarcely time to array ourselves in our best 
apparel before one of the chaoubhes was at the door to precede us 
through the streets, and we set out accompanied by our host. 

All the approaches to Signore Alessio's mansion, as well as the 
court and galleries, were crowded with Albanian guards and others in 
the pasha's train. The rooms were brilliantly lighted up, and the 
clang of cymbals, drums, and Turkish instruments of music, denoted 
the presence of a potentate. We stopped for a short time in a larg^ 
ante^room, where the vizir's band was playing to a troop of dancing 
boys, dressed in the most effeminate manner, with flowing petticoats 
of crimson silk, and silver-clasped zones around the waist: they were 
revolving in one giddy and interminable circle, twisting their pliant 
bodies into the most contorted . figures, and using the most lascivious 
gestures, throwing about their arms and heads like infuriated Baccha* 
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Dais, and sometimes bending back their bodies till their long hair 
actually swept the ground, illustrating thereby a distich of Clau* 
dian which has not unfrequently been misunderstood by his commen- 
tators. 

Qais melius ribrata puer Tertigine moUi 
Membra rotet ? verrat quia marmora crioe supino ? 

In Eutrop. ii. 359. 

Another Latin poet describes these dances so accurately, that I can- 
not forbear quoting the lines. 

Jnvat et rago rotata 
Dare fracta memlHti ludo, 
Simulare Tel trementee 
Pede, Teste, voce Baccbas. 

As we entered into the banqueting room we observed the vizir 
seated as usual, at a comer of the divan, upon cushions of rich silk. 
Next to him sate a Turkish nobleman, named Mazout Effendi, one of 
the most venerable men I ever beheld, with a long white beard hang- 
ing over his breast, that exceeded even the vizir's by at least six 
inches: this old gentleman lived at Constantinople, but generally 
came to spend a few months in the year with Al^ being a vast 
favourite on account of his convivial propensities. Below Mazout 
sate the Archbishop of loannina, with the two epitropi or Greek pri- 
mates; so that the whole party, with ourselves, made up seven, the exact 
number of the Platonic symposium. Signore Alessio, the owner of the 
mansion, coming out from the midst of a crowd of Greeks who stood at 
the lower end of the divan, advanced with us towards the pasha, who 
received us with every mark of civility, and motioned us to sit down 
upon the sofa at his right hand. He then ordered Signore Psalida to 
act as interpreter, who came up with a face decked in smiles and re- 
verently kissed the hem of his master's garment, in token of submis* 
sion to his commands. Ali was evidently in extreme good humour, 
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fUkd dealt out his jokes and sallies c^ wit profusely^ which of course 
bad the e£fect of producing peals of laughter. At last, turning to my^ 
sdf^ and smoking his long white beard, he asked if the people in Eng- 
land wore beards. I replied, only the Jews; at which he seemed as if 
he scarcely knew whether to smile or frown. Old Mazout in the mean 
time preserved the most dignified silence and demeanour, nor did his 
impenetrable countenance once relax into a smile*. I scarcely 
thought it was in the power of Bacchus himself to turn this venerable 
Poly sperchon -f- into such a merry rogue and very buffoon as he after- 
wards exhibited himself. In fact, we learned that the striking contrast 
between his extreme gravity when sober and his boisterous vivacity 
when half seas over, renders hitn so great a favourite with the vizir that 
he never goes to an entertainment without him whilst he resides in 
loannina. 

Afler the lapse of about half an hour the lady of the house came 
forward with a silver pitcher and ewer, and a finely embroidered nap- 
kin thrown over her arm : having advanced to the vizir and made her 
obeisance she poured out warm water into the basin, with which he 
washed his hands, turning up his loose sleeves for this purpose, and 
washing half way up to the elbowj;: afler he bad finished his ablution, 
the water was brought to us and the other guests: this custom certainly 
seems requisite in a country where the modem use of knives and forks 
is entirely precluded by a partiality fxx the fingers. The vizir now 
motioned us to draw round a circular tin^ay which had been scraped 
bright for the ceremony (Hn-n t^»xc^a), and we accordingly ranged our- 
selves at his highnesses right hand upon rich velvet cushions, several of 



^ His appearance miglit be accurately desigofited by the words of Lttcian, who is describittg a philo^' 
sephic charaetor at aa entortamiaefit. Se/a^dc ns Ithy Kiu i&api yg ji»)i' ««i iroXv ri Kdtfftt^y Uifdirtify ry 
wpo94twf, Conviv, §.7. 

f Vid. Atben. DeipD. 1. W. 155. 

X Does not this lead to coofirm the interpretation which some eommentators give to the word irvy/iif 
in St. Mark's Gospel, c. vii. ▼. 3, Vhi'ch teetnd wrongly translated in our refbioti by the exprewioo 
~ tift" ? 
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which vrere placed one upon the other for oar accommodation : on his 
left 9at Mahout Eflfendi, the rest of the space being filled by the arch- 
bishop and the primates. Rich scarfs were now thrown over our 
I boulders, and napkins placed before us, so embroidered with gold as to 
serve for no earthly purpose but that of decoration : a fine silken shawl 
beif^g laid upon the vizir's knees, he courteously spread it out and eic« 
tended it to Mr. Parker and myself. 

Before dinner a dessert, or antecoenium, was placed upon the table, 
consisting of apples, dried fraits, and sweetmeats. After some of 
the party had nibbled an almond or swallowed a raisin, this quickly 
disappeared, and a tureen of thick soup was placed by the mistress of 
the family before the guests ; into this the visir fir3t dipped his wooden 
spoon, and was followed by the rest of the company : next came a 
roasted lamb, brought in by a servant, to which all fingers round 
the table were immediately applied, stripping the meat from off 
one side till the ribs were fiiirly exposed to view : I ought to observe 
that in deference to our customs knives and forks were placejd before 
the Englishmen, which however they thought proper to dispense with 
as much as possible : the lamb was followed by a brace of partridges, 
which the visir took up in both his hands and placed one upon 
Mr. Parker's plate and the other upon my own, as a token of ex- 
treme condescension : scarcely however had they lain there a moment 
when they suddenly disappeared like Sancho Panza's delicacies, being 
snatched up by the dirty fingers of the bare-legged Albanian guards 
who stood around us: this however was done merely to relieve us from 
the trouble of carving, for when they had pulled them limb from limb, 
they very carefully and respectfully replaced them upon our plates ; 
and in this manner was every fowl, or duck, or any other species of 

m 

poultry served which the courtesy of the vi^ir and of the other guests 
induced them to offer us : and indeed these marics of civility were 
showered down so thick upon us that I was quite surprised how we 
survived this day^s cranuning^ especially when it is considered that we 
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had eaten our regular dinner before we came to the feast, and that 
etiquette in this country demands that the guests should at least taste 
all the dishes set before them. 

No liquor was drank at this entertainment but wine, which several 
beautiful youths from the vizir's seraglio stood to pour out from 
pitchers into glass goblets. Two pages would scarcely be sufficient to 
describe the different viands which were placed upon the table singly 
and separately, and upon which the first-rate culinary science in Tur- 
key seemed to have been lavished ; some of the ragouts and piquant 
sauces would not have disgraced the civic table of a lord-mayor : the 
most insipid article was the pastry, which was nothing more than 
cakes of meal, honey, and pistachio nuts. We had to run the gaunt* 
let for about ^ two hours through eighty-six dishes, all placed singly 
before the guests in a varied succession of roast and boiled meats, 
fish, stews, pastry, game, and wild-fowl, &c. until the dessert again 
appeared. In the mean time the Ganymedes had not been idle with 
their pitchers and goblets, and Signore Alessio, the imwrti^ of the 
feast, supphed them with his best quadrimum. Old Mazout had 
once or twice during dinner shewn symptoms of the Bacchic fury 
rising within him, by throwing open a sash window behind the divan, 
and joining in chorus with the Albanian band that was playing and sing- 
ing in the anteroom. The vizir however now ordered him to be plied 
with larger and more frequent goblets ; and, as he is very fond upon 
these occasions of seeing every one around him inebriated, he com* 
manded the crowd of Greeks to advance from the lower end of the 
room and to drink like fishes. As for himself he took only a mode-^ 
rate portion of wine, and very considerately requested Mr. Parker 
and myself to follow his example. 

The fumes of the wine began at length to operate so strongly upon 
old Mazout that his tongue seemed resolved to make amends for the 
silence to which it had previously been doomed : he sang droll songs 
in the Turkish language, exerted his lungs in the most violent shouts^ 
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rolled about upon the divan, and throwing off his turban exhibited 
his bare head to view, whilst the spectators, and especially the vizir, 
were convulsed with laughter. Soon afterwards he called the dancing 
boys into the room, and snatching a tambourine from the hands of 
their leader, jumped and capered about, beating the instrument like 
an ancient Silenus : he then endeavoured to catch the boy, who eluded 
his grasp with the pliability of an eel, whilst the old fellow, failing in 
many of his attempts, fell flat upon the ground to the no small merri- 
ment of the by-standers. In the midst of this interlude however 
Mazout several times ran up to Ali, caught him with his arms round 
the neck, and almost suffocated him with embraces, kissing him 
on the forehead and bosom, and addressing him with expressions of 
the most fond attachment: from the vizir he ran off again to the 
dancing boys, and at last seizing their coryphaeus, he nearly stifled him 
with caresses; then dragging him up to the divan, he coaxed Ali to 
give him a handful of small gold coins, which he wetted with his 
spittle and stuck like spangles over the boy's face, who struggled very 
hard to get free, that he might pocket the affront. 

When the dancers had quitted the room the toasts began to circulate 
with great rapidity, all of which were drank in full bumpers. Ali gave 
the health of the Prince Regent, and the Royal Family of Great 
Britain ; in return for which we drank to the prosperity of his house 
and dynasty, and to the immortal memory of Pyrrhus, his heroic 
ancestor. At length I proposed a toast by way of experiment, to see 
the effect which it would produce: this was — health and prosperity to 
Salee Bey — the vizir's youngest and favourite son, who, as it is 
strongly conjectured, is designed for his successor. This proposal was 
received with evident satisfaction by the vizir, and by the most raptu- 
rous applause from all the company; Ali took a full bumper, old 
Mazout three, and the archbishop, who had for some time fought 
shy, demanded two; Psalida reiterated his shouts with Stentorian 
lungs ; Signore Alessio ordered a fresh barrel to be tapped, that all 
3 
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might do justice to the toast, and the Greeks eocircliog the vigir and 
kissing the hem of his robes, tossed off glass after glass till he desired 
them to forbear. This toast, by-the-bye, was proposed and drank 
twice again during the evening, but no one thought of giving the healthy 
either of Mouchtar or Vely Pasha. Soon after this ebullition, the 
archbishop prudently decamped, and Psalida, who had for some time 
been guilty of clipping the vizir's Greek, being led off the field hors de 
combat, our host Nicolo occupied his place as interpreter of tongues* 

During a short interval of quiet, I took the opportunity of asking 
Ali whether there was any truth in the report that he intended JSalee 
Bey to enjoy the advantages of foreign travel by visiting the differant 
European courts : to this he answered, that the plan had been strongly 
recommended to him, and that he had taken it into serious considera- 
tion, but it was so contrary to the custom of his countrymen that be 
felt obliged to decline it. He asked how we liked loannina, and whether 
our host conducted himself well towards us : upon our answering that 
he was a good fellow (xaxo^ i^iftairPiX he shook his head and said — *' His 
father was/' He then desired us, in his usual hyperbolical style, to 
consider all his possessions as our own, and commanding /silence in the 
room, he declared in a loud tone, that he should consider no roan his 
friend who did not shew us civility and attention. Some time before 
this speech was ended old Mazout began to be very impatient, and at 
length commenced a humorous song, which alas ! he was unable to 
finish, for unfortunately overbalancing himself in one of his outrageous 
attitudes, he fell off the sofa and rolled under the table : whilst he lay 
there, the Greeks seeing how the vizir was inclined, seemed to forget that 
awe which the presence of an autocrat, upon whose breath their very 
lives depeaded^might inspire,and began to play all sortsof practical jokes 
upon each other, tripping up heels, knocking off calpacs, and exploding 
detonating balls close to the ear : the noise and confusion thus occar 
tioned roused old Mazout Effendi firom his trance ; for, starting up in 
a «fpecies of deUrium, he thrust his hand and arm through the ssish win* 
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dow behiDd him : the joke seemed to be relished ; Signore Alessio thrust 
his arm through another pane» and Mazout im mediately broke in the 
whole sash with his hands and feet : all the Greeks now fell to, and in 
Uke manner demolished every window in the apartment, amidst the 
loud laughter of Ali, and the Bacchanalian triumph of theEffendi, who 
ran to caress the vizir after every feat which he performed. 

When this work of destruction was finished Ali gave the signal for 
breaking up the party, and silence immediately succeeded to the yells 
which a few minutes before would have astounded an Indian war*tribe. 
The Greeks now retired to the bottom of the room, the pitcher and 
ewer with warm water were again introduced, and the customary 
ablutions performed : then several guards entered and preceded the 
vizir with long wax tapers to the head of the staircase, where he stopped 
a few minutes, asked for his English friends, and took a very courteous 
leave of us. At the outer door, in the area, stood several hundreds of 
his Albanian retinue with a fine Arabian charger richly caparisoned : 
vaulting into his saddle he set off in a gallop towards the serai of Lita^ 
ritza, followed by his motley crew, shouting, waving their torches, and 
running at fuU speed to keep up with their chief, Mr. Parker and my- 
self walked silently home, listening to the retreating uproajr as it lessened 
on the ear, and when we arrived at Signore Nicolo's mansion we 
stared at each other and asked mutually whether it was not all a 
dream* ? 

* 1 BubjoiD to this aoeoiini one oot of many passages in the Odyssey which mark a stsong siioilaritf 
between aocient and modem customs at convivial entertainments : 

Xef>vc)3a 3* a/i0/ire>Xoc vfioyfi^ iTrrycvc ^peira 
KaXp "xpviriiy, vvip oftyvftioio Xcpiyroc* 
hty^ir^ac irapo ^e ieri^y kntyvtrtrt rpdwt(ay* 
Scrov ^ diEoifi rafjUti irapi^riKe ^tpnaa^ 
E'i^ara ir($XX kin9u9a^ \€Lfkiiiafuyti va^iwrmPn 
AaiTpoc ^ Kpe^&y wlyoK/ttQ Topi^finr ditpa^ 
UapToikfy, irapa Be 0^1 ri^ei ypannta «^eAAa. 

*£( ^ ^X^ov fiyif^r^pBc dy^vopsQ' it ftiy tmtra 
'E&tirc liioKTO jrara i^iff/i^c re ^p<(y«c re* 



Se SIGNORE ALES8I0, GOVERNOR OF ZAGORL 

Next day I believe the sun had not run through half his course ere 
it was known to every person of note in loannina that the two English 
milordi had dined with the vizir : in consequence our room for several 
successive mornings was crowded with visitors, and from this time we 
enjoyed the most free and uninterrupted intercourse with the society of 
the place. Amongst the earliest arrivals was our late host Signore 
Alessio, who was evidently considered first amongst the Greeks of 
loannina, and stood highest in the despot's favour : this favour how- 
ever he was obUged to retain by great sacrifices : it was but a short 
time since he had presented him with a complete service of plate, exe- 
cuted in the most superb style at Vienna ; and yesterday very mag- 
nificent gifts were sent to the inmates of his harem, as is customary 
when he honours one of his subjects with his company at dinner. Ales- 
sio's father had been the principal instrument in gaining the Pashalic of 
loannina for its present ruler : in remembrance of which service he had 
made the son governor of Zagori, one of the four districts into which 
the province is divided. It lies north-:east of the city on the other side 
of Mitzikeli, extending up towards Konitza and Grevna, and including 
forty-eight towns and villages, over which Alessio has almost sovereign 
sway, and from which he draws a princely revenue. At loannina bis 
levees are attended by the principal inhabitants, and his society is as 
much courted as if he were a pasha himself. I have often seen him 
mounted upon a richly caparisoned white charger, taking his morning 
ride, followed by young men of the first Greek families in his train. 
Many persons however augur no good from this ostentation, knowing 
the capricious disposition of Ah, as well as that crafty policy of his 



Sirov it d/MMti waptriiytoy Iv Knvioimv^ 

Ot 2* kif oyeia^ croifta wpoxiifuya xetpac laXXoy. 

KSpoc de rpjfriipac kmvi^fayro woroto' 

Ahrap Mi w69W£ ecu IBf/r^fo^ l{ tpov Ivro 

UiXiHi r* ^px^l^vc re* (ra yap r* dy€k^fimra Somt^c'} 

Od. A. 180. 
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which leads him sooietimes to strike down the towering eagle that the 
smaller birds may be kept in awe : in the mean time Alessio sticks to 
the old maxim of living whilst he can, endeavours to keep his master in 
good humour, and sacrifices a part of his fortune to retain the rest. In 
the list of our other visitors may be distinguished Signore Colovo, 
the vizir's dragoman ; Signore Sakellario, one of his physicians, who 
possesses a superb collection of coins and antiques, but seems totally 
ignorant of the value they might acquire by arrangement, since he 
keeps them all mixed together in a leathern bag, and looks at them as a 
child does at his playthings ; Signore Giovanni Melas, who has been 
already introduced to the reader's notice ; the two primates of the city; 
Signore Stavro, a merchant of great opulence ; Demetrio Droso, chief 
secretary of Mouchtar Pasha, whose mother is a branch of the noble Ve- 
netian family of Maruzzi ; he came accompanied by two beautiful httle 
girls his daughters, the one five and the other six years old, whom we 
made very happy by a present of some English toys. It is scarcely 
possible to conceive any thing more lovely than these children : their 
parents seem extremely fond of them, dressing them in the richest gar- 
ments, carrying them in processions, and exhibiting them to stran- 
gers, though they take good care to immure them from sight as soon as 
their beauties begin to expand. 

February 12. — ^This afternoon we thought proper to call and pay 
our respects to the vizir after the extraordinary civilities we had re- 
ceived. We found him at his serai of Litaritza, in his favourite little 
Albanian room, the only one in which we ever saw him more than 
once. His prime minister was with him, named Mahomet Effendi, a 
silly old man who studies astrology and occult sciences till he thinks 
himself gifted with inspiration, and will pore for many hours together 
over an old globe, though he knows not whether the earth moves round 
the sun, or the contrary : it would be well if he were content to pro- 
nounce oracles upon science and politics; but he is withal a violent bigot, 
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fierce 2Uid implacable against heretics or unbeUer^rSt and leadj to exe* 
cute the most horrid commands of his despotic niler. 

The dress of the vizir both now and at other times appeared costly 
but never gaudy ; his magnificence shone rather in the brilliants that 
actually covered the walls of this apartment. He is extremely fond of 
thus concentrating his wealth into a small compass ; certainly it is use- 
ful to guard against the possible effects of a reverse of fortune : a little 
before our arrival in his dominions he had p urchased six pearls, "tjfl to 
be the larges t in Europe, a nd sin ce our dep arture h e has bought a d ia- 
mon d from the ^-King of S weden a t the price on3,000/.r which, with 
a number of others, he has had formed into a star, in imitation of one 
which he saw upon the coat of Sir Frederic Adam : this he now wears 
upon his breast, and calls it ** his order." 

He was in such good humour this day that he would not suflVr us to 
depart when we had finished our first pipe, but ordered a second and a 
third : he spoke fineely upon the reverses of Bonaparte, informed us of 
the defection of Murat from the French cause, and. called for a very 
fine Turkish map of Europe that we might point out to him the geo- 
graphical situation of the armies at this time contending about the 
liberties of the world. He appeared very ignorant, like all the Turks, in 
geography, not knowing where to look for Malta, or even for Ancona, 
which it behoved him much to know as an important seaport opposite 
bis own coasts. 

DahnaticiB o1niozi« fluctibiu Anooa. 

Mr. Pouqueville hideed assured me, that Ali once questioned him 
upon the expediency of stmding a ship of war to be coppered and 
rigged at Paris, and at another time wished the French army a fVur 
wind to carry them to Vienna. Constantinople being a seaport, the 
Turks presume to think that every other capital city must necessarily be 
to too. Our conversation turned chiefly upon the great military event* 
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at this tiin6 pending, and he seemed well aware of the tottering power 
of the French emperor : he spdke of his own wars as petty actions in 
comparison with the extensive operations of the great continental 
armies ; though subsequently, when I was better able to converse with 
him in Romaic, he related some of his adventures with great apparent 
satisfaction. ' He asked us how we liked his Albanian room, and upon 
our expressing approbation of its comfortable appearance, he said, 
with some degree of vanity, that in this he was his own architect. At 
our leaving the palace he requested us to call frequently upon him, 
and as usual made us an unqualified ofifer of all his possessions. 

On the day after this interview we made a shooting excursion with 
Giovanni Melas, and our two hosts : having received permission to shoot 
in the upper region of the lake, which, according to the game laws 
established by Mouchtar Pasha, is preserved for his private amuse* 
ment, we had excdlent sport, and Mr. Parker had the luck to shoot 
what is called a thalassopuli^ or bird of the sea. One or two of these 
fowls are generally seen in every flock : it is nearly twice the size of a 
duck, and is decked with a superb top^knot of scarlet feathers upon 
its bead, whilst its wings are beautifully variegated widi purple and 
white : it is sometimes called the '^ Petsha's bird,^ {rrnxi rS nan*) : no 
one presumes to kill it if Hie pasha foe present, but eacki endeavours to 
procure him a shot by separating it fvom the rest, and whoever suc- 
ceeds is sure of being liberally rewarded. We returned to dine upon 
the island, in a very neat and comfortable mansion, and were so 
pleased with our accommodations that we sent for our trunk-beds from 
the city, and Antonietti to dress the wi]d«4bwL Next day we made a 
second excursion upon the water, visiting several monasteries, and the 
ruins of Gastrizza. In the evenii^g, as we returned to loannina by 
•moonlight, I ordered my boat with Signore Nicole, to row round the 
precipices of the castron, which beautifully overhang the lake : as we 
glided gently over the suiilice, and had just passed a high projecting 
angle, we heard a sudden plunge, as if some beavy body had fallen into 

li 
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the water. I inquired of Nicole what this might be, who coolly replied, 
** he supposed it was some incontinent lady tied up in her sack and 
thrown over the rock;'' for thus it is that the inhabitants of these 
regions, in the solemn stillness of the night, hear — 

Plunged amid the snllen waves, 
The frequent corpse*. 

We returned immediately to the spot, but the water was extremely 
deep, and the unfortunate victim, if such it was, was then hid from 
mortal view. We landed on the south side of the fortress, and in 
passing through the narrow intricate lanes in this part of the city, we 
observed the patrole carrying off a man to prison who had wounded 
another in a quarrel. My guide assured me that these occurrences 
are very rare in loannina, since the vizir has instituted the strictest 
police regulations, and acts with great impartiality, as far as regards 
the different classes of his subjects, in punishing the disturbers of 
public tranquillity. 

Next morning after this excursion, we went to see a grand re- 
view of Albanian troops, which for the last month had been drawn 
together from, all parts into the capital, to the terrible annoyance of 
the poor inhabitants, upon whom they were quartered. It was sus- 
pected that the vizir had some deep and important design in view, 
upon which conjecture was very busy. The review, if such it can be 
called, took place in the paddock adjoining the kiosk. The soldiers 
stood conversing in groups, strolling about, or lying down upon the 
ground, all except one regiment which contained many Franks, and was 



* This punishment for the same crime seems once to have been known in Btigland^ See Chaacer*h 
Marchante^ Tale» where May says to January, 

And if I do that lakke, 
Do stripen me and put me in a sakke, 
And in the next river do me drench. 

Col. Leake, in his Research^ (p. 41Q), adduces some instances to prove that it existed also among the 
ancient Greeks. 
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about half disciplined: to this a band of heterogeneous music was 
attached. Mr. Pouqueville once asked Ali how he procured these 
musicians : his answer was — rig txxn^ot' " I stole them :" that is, he in- 
duced them by promises and bribery, to desert from various regiments 
in the Ionian islands. No military evolutions took place, but the 
names of the men were called over, and those who wanted money for 
arms or other accoutrements, or had great arrears of pay due to them, 
or any grievances to complain of, were allowed to make their com- 
plaints, or offer their petitions to the vizir, who sat in a small room 
with large heaps of money near him, and his secretary by his side. 
He once endeavoured to discipline more of his troops according to the 
system of European tactics, but was too prudent to persevere in this 
plan, when he saw how extremely adverse it was to the prejudices of 
his Albanian palikars, and how it interfered with their customary and 
almost natural system of warfare. The troops which struck us most in 
this assemblage were the Miriditi or Mirdites, the bravest of all the 
tribes settled in Albania, and who wear the red shawl, and the vest 
a la Tancrede. They inhahjit the country between Tiranna and 
Alessio, bordering upon the pashalic of Scutari, and can arm 10,000 
men against an -invading enemy. They are supposed to be descend- 
ants of those Latins who fled towards the west after their expulsion 
from Constantinople by Lascaris, and those whom Roger IL king of 
Apulia, employed in his unfortunate Thessalian expedition : their 
language is full of Latin and Itahan terms. They profess the Roman 
Catholic rites, and are governed in religious matters by a bishop, called, 
in their own language, Kne2, and by priests sent from the Society de 
Propaganda : they are much more intolerant and bigoted than either 
their Turkish or Albanian neighbours ; and very few instances evear 
occur of their changing their religion. Their temporal chief is deno- 
minated Pringlass : they live in small villages and are very poor, but 
honest : they acknowledge the nominal authority of the pasha of 
Scutari> and send him a small annual tribute; but they never admit 
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bis troops within their territories. The predecessor of their present 
chief was treacherously assassinated in' the very palace of Scutari: 
this one never enters the pasha's dominions without an escort of three 
hundred men, fifty of whom attend him in the audience chamber, with 
their hands upon the triggers of their muskets, ready to fire upon the 
first appearance of treason. On another occasion the pasha hung one 
of their priests, for which they immediately retaliated by catching and 
gibbeting three Turkish dervishes. Ali has contrived to gain them 
over to his interests by distributing presents among their chiefs and 
priests, and giving double pay to the private individuals : he always 
employs them in his most desperate undertakings, and I understand 
that, without them, he would have found it difficult to have taken 
Gardiki. We soon returned home from this exhibition to superintend 
the operations of Antonietti, whom we had left preparing a dinner ia 
the Frank fashion, to which we had invited several of our Greek ac* 
quaintance. 

Our general style of living in loannina varied but little from that we 
"were accustomed to in our own country. We faftd cofiee to breakfest^ 
And French bread from a baker established here by Mr. Pouqueville> 
with which we used an excellent substitute for butter in a species of 
ecalded cream called caimac^. At dinner we genemlly eat etewed 
meats, varied with pilau, poultry, hares, partridges both of the com- 
mon and the red-tq^ged species, snipes, plover, and wild fowl; of 
these lattAt we shot so many, that after dressing them in every possible 
aianner, and even making pies of them, we became so tired of dnck«, 
that we distributed ail in future amongst our friends. Mutton is 
the best meat in this country : the beef is hard nod void of fat : the 
pork is often extremely good. I never recollect seeing veial at any 
table whatever. For vegetables we gieneralty eat boiled ohionB, the 
tultivotion of the potatoe not yet hdtving been introduced at loan- 



_^ 



MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE 0REBK8. S$ 

nina ; but in the spring we procured very fine greens and lettuces : the 
Greeks are as yet extremely deficient in the art of making cheese, it 
being very salt and crumbling, without possessing any distinguishing 
flavour: it is made from the milk of sheep and goats, which is turned by 
a rennet from the intestines of a Iamb : our wine was generally the pro<» 
duce of the islands, which is better than that made on this part of the 
continent : in the evening we took a cup of coffee, and prepared our- 
selves for repose by the narcotic influence of the most fragrant tobacco. 
In this system we deviated from the habits of the people among whom 
we sojourned. 

The modern, like the ancient Greek, is abstemious in his mode of 
living. He rises very early in the morning, the dawn of day being the 
most delightful part of it in these climates, where all the business of 
the market is. generally done long before an Englishman has taken his 
breakfast. After a pipe and cup of coffee, with which alone th^ 
Greek breaks his fast, he saunters about, calls upon his friends, or at- 
tends to business till noon, when his principal meal is served up : he 
generally takes this with his family alone, friends being rarely invited, 
except on particular festive occasions like a marriage or the anniver- 
sary of a birth-day. The fare consists of boiled rice, sometimes mixed 
with oil and vinegar, vegetables dressed with oil, an article which enters 
largely into all their dishes, mutton baked with almonds or pistachio 
nuts, stewed meats, pilau, olives called columbades, thin pastry made 
^^ ^ggSj flour and honey : the wine of the country is generally drank, 
and the fruits of the season are served up as a dessert : the dishes are 
placed separately upon the table, and each member of the family helps 
himself with fork, or spoon, or fingers, out of the same receptacle*. 



rrr^ 



* ThetimeB of taking food seem to correspond veiy aocarately with those observed by the tfncients, 
viz. the Ikptiray early in the iDoraing, the Belwrop in the middle of the day, and the H^irov in the even- 
ing, aocording to AthensMis (lib i. c. 10.) who quotes the foUowing fragment of .fisehylas in support 
of the fact 
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After dinner the females retire to the gynekaiosj and the men indulge 
in a siesta; in the afternoon visits are generally made or received, at 
which sweetmeats, pipes and coffee are presented to the guests. If the 
weather be 6ne, parties are made to walk in the environs of the city, to 
row upon the lake, to visit the island, or the monasteries on its banks, 
and about sunset they return to supper, which, for the most part, is a 
very frugal meal. At some houses cards are introduced, and many 
French and Italian games are in vogue. This amusement was very 
common at the mansion of Signore Alessio, from which our host Ni- 
colo frequently returned with lighter pockets. Those who rise early 
generally retire early to rest, and this is the case with the Greeks, who 
rarely keep late hours. 

We were now in the latter end of the carnival, when the severity of 
the police laws is a little relaxed, and the inhabitants are allowed to 
parade the streets at all hours of the night, singing to their guitars, after 
having sacrificed to Bacchus. As the upper ranks indulge now and then 
in masquerading at tlieir convivial parties during this season, we en« 



This distribution is also confirmed by Julius Pollux (lib. ti. c. 17.) who says the first meal was called 
dlpiYOv, the second Itiicvovy and the third, which only certain persons and not all took, ra ^opra, ^<$piroc* or 
3^>in|^c' it is also the case among the modern Greeks that many abstain from this meal. The gourmans 
of ancient times appear to have eat four times a day, since Philemon quoted by Athensus (inloc. cit.) 
speaks of the c^cpdno'/ia, A^vovy kairipia^y and ciiirvQv. In the heroic ages two meals seem to have 
sufficed, the first called dxpanafAa or dfocrov (for Plutarch, Symp. I. viii. Q. vi. thinks the terms syno- 




four, whibt some abstemious venerators of antiquity adhered to two. I cannot agree with the opinion 
of those who think that at any time the ancients made only one meal, except a few eccentric charac- 
ters, called /iovoairSvrec, whom we find ridiculed on this very account by the satiric poets (vid. frag. 
Alexid. apud Athenaeum, I. ii. c. 8.) Those of the ancients, who ate thrice a day, seem, like the moderns, 
to have made but one hearty meal, the first and second being slight repasttf, just sufficient to prevent 
uneasy sensations, the effects of fasting, since we find Plato severely reprehending the Syracusans, who 
dined and supped freely on the same day, and Cicero inveighs against the Romans, who encouraged a 
similar practice. 
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tered into the spirit of the custom, and arrayed ourselves in assumed 
characters, Nicolo as -an English officer, Mr. Parker as a Turk, and 
myself as an old Greek lady, decked out in the rich velvet clothes of 
our venerable hostess. My two companions were frequently discovered, 
but my own disguise was so complete that we nearly made the whole 
circuit of our visits before I was unmasked : this occurred in the last 
house we entered, belonging to a sister-in-law of Signore Nicolo : 
here I was at first permitted freely to sit amongst a large party of fe- 
males, until a fine young girl, named Alessandra, eyeing me attentively, 
cried out, T«v«* ^^S'pwirof, " it is a* man,'' and the whole party scampered 
off as if they had been stung by a gad-fly, hiding themselves in every 
nook and corner of the house. 

The same evening, after changing our dress, we witnessed a very ex- 
traordinary marriage procession from the window of another of Nico- 
lo's relatives. I never recollect seeing such a crowd in the streets of 
loannina as on this occasion, which was the deportation of one of 
Ah's own concubines from his harem to the house of an officer to whom 
he had given her in marriage. One would have thought it impossible 
that a victim who had escaped from the bars of such a prison, in which 
sensuality reigns without love, luxury without taste, and slavery with- 
out remission, could have complied so far with custom as to walk, in 
the first ecstasies of liberty, with a motion not much quicker than the 
minute hand of a town-clock : she was attended by no persons of her 
own sex, but her train-bearer and supporters were Albanian soldiers, 
friends of her future spouse ; from the great number of torches carried 
in procession, we were enabled to get a perfect view of her face, which 
was by no means handsome: her figure was very lusty, but this 
amongst the Turks is considered more beautiful than the proportions 
of the Medicean Venus. She was superbly attired, but we were 
informed that the pearls and brilliants which adorned her head and 
neck were only lent for the occasion, and would be returned next day 
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to the ieiBglio. The dress she wore, and two other suits» which, to- 
gether with the furniture of the bridal bed were carried after tier by the 
Albanian guards, was all Uie dowry she received from her former 
roaster. 

It is not by any means an unusual thing with Ali Pasha thus to dis* 
pose of the females of his harem ; he gives them not only to his Turkish 
Greek and Albanian retainers, but very willingly to Franks who enter 
into his service. At Tepeleni we saw two Italian gardeners who had 
been thus generously provided with consorts : but, as I have before ob- 
served, he is free from many Turkish prejudices, and is very ready to 
dispense with any forms, civil or religious, if he thinks his own interest 
can be thereby promoted : perhaps some of my readers may not give 
him much credit for Hberality in this case, when they are inform ^ tha t 

hft poaafiflges ahont 500 female vjctima^ guarded by eunuchs, and immured 

within the impenetrable recesses of his harem ; though it may be sup- 
posed that most of these are retained merely to augment his dignity*, 
and to wait upon his favourites. Before age had chilled his blood his 
sensuality was unbounded. Wherever his satellites heard of a beauti- 
ful child, of either sex, they dragged it from the paternal roof, and 
massacred the &mily or burned the village if any resistance was 
offered. One of his most beautiful females was torn from the hymeneal 
altar whilst she was pledging her vows to a fine young man, son of the 
primate of Vonizza, who, unable to bear the loss, or to avenge it, blew 
out his own brains with his pistol. Such disgusting scenes are rq;x>rted 



* Thus it teems to have been io aneient ilmm, to iastanoe only A^ameniDOiiy of whose harem, mea- 
thmed hi the foUowing lines of Homer, 

BX^a( foi xa^S JcXt^iac iroXXai ii YvyniiC€c 
£2rb^ M gXtuvifs ^iperotfSt rot A*xaiai 

Aristotle makes the following remark : 'AXX' &k iuc^ Ice Xl^^<^ ^y^ ^ irXf3ioe r&v TvroiK^tv, nXK* 
ktyipttiT ASMiMBi, lib. zii. p. 656. 
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to be acted within liia harem, and especiaUy that of his sob Mouchtar, 
as are little fit for description in these pages : even the Turks themselves 
are accustomed to speak of them with astonishment and abhorrence. 
His present favourite is a young Greek slave, named Vasilikee, bom 
at Paramithia and brought up in the serai from a chikl : she is said 
to be extremely beautiful, and bears an excellent character lor charity, i 
her kind disposition is frequently shewn in mitigating the severities of 
her lordly lover over his subjects. In her patronage also she has been 
thought remarkably judicious, for greatest part of the offices about 
court and other provincial appointments are settled in the harem, 
where Turkish and Greek ladies daily attend to visit th§ inmates, 
and to promote the views of their husbands and relations. Wherever 
All goes Vasilikee constantly attends him ; she has retained his affec- 
tions longer than any other woman, and in 1816 he married her with 
great pomp and ceremony, and permits her to retain her own rdi^ous 
rites and doctrines. At Tepeleni also there is an establishment of 
women, over which the mothar of Salee Bey, a Circassian slave, for- 
merly a favourite mistress ahd still highly respected by the vizir, pr»> 
sides. 

In other respects Ali's court is supported with a great degree of 
splendour and expense far exceeding those of many princes in the Ger- 
manic confederacy. I was informed that provisions were cooked in his 
palaces at loannina for near 1500 persons daily, amongst whom are 
found visiters and retainers from all parts of the globe, attracted hither 
by his fame, and whose services he seldom refuses to accept. At the 
time of our residaice he had for a guest one of the khans or princes of 
Persia. 

His three principal secretaries of state were at this time old Mahomet 
Efiendi the astrologer, chief of the divan, who had the general manage- 
ment of affairs in his master's absence*; Sechri Effendi, the most violent 

* Thif old geoUeinaa is tines dead. 
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Mahometan bigot in All's dominions, who generally accompanies him 
in his excursions and executes his most important commissions ; Dwann 
Effendi, who carries on his correspondence with the Porte, for which 
purpose a capi-kehagia or procurator is appointed at Constantinople. 
Besides these he has four under-secretaries, all Greeks, whose business 
it is to correspond with the beys, agds, and governors in the different 
Albanian provinces ; the two first of these named Mantho and Costa 
are men of the most crafty and subtile disposition, the ready instru« 
ments of all the pasha's schemes of vengeance and of power*. 

His two dragomen, or interpreters, are also Greeks, the first Sig- 
nore Colovo, and the second Beyzady, the son of a prince of the 
Fanar. 

He has four regular physicians, who serve him also in the capacity 
of secretaries and interpreters, as occasion may require: for every 
person attached to Ali's service must be able to ivalk out of his own 
particular course. 

Besides all these, there are many sage counsellors who take their 
places at his divan, though they are not dignified by any peculiar 
office: in these he places the most implicit confidence, for they are 
all tried men. The principal of them are Mezzo Bonuo, Dervish 
Hassan, Agho Mordari, and Athanasi Vay4, his favourite and most 
successful general, who might indeed be styled commander in chief. 
This person is intrusted with his master's most intimate secrets, and has 
free access to him in the hours of his most perfect retirement. 

In addition to the above-mentioned oflScers employed in afiairs of 
council he has a multitude who attend to those of ceremony. There 
is the 

Sclictar-Ag^, who carries the sword of state, 



* Yely Pasha after his reoonciliatiou with his father so abhorred these men that he requested as a 
favour that his correspondence with the vizir might not be carried on throu^ their agency. Mantha 
was his agent in the afiair of Pargpi. 
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Bairactar-Ag^, who carries the standard, 

Devichtar-Ag^, who carries the inkstand, and 

Mouchourdar-Ag-^ who bears the signet. 

The Capi-Baloukbashee lodges in the palace and superintends the 
police-guards^ 

The Ibroghor-Ag^ is the chief groom of the stables. 

The Capsilar-Ag^ is master of the ceremonies. 

The Caflan-Ag^ throws the pelisse over such as are so honoured 
by the vizir. 

The Rachtivan-Ag^ has the care of the silver bridles and housings 
for the stud. 

The Shatir-Ag^ are four in number, who attend the vizir in pro* 
cessions, carrying a species of halbert by the side of his horse. 

The two Bouchurdan-Ag^s perfume him when he goes to mosque. 

r 

The Shamdan-Ag^ precedes the wax candles into the apartment. 

The Sofrageebashi sets out the table. 

The Ibriktar-Ag^ pours the water from the golden pitcher over the 
vizir^s hands, and the Macramageebashi holds the towels. 

The Peskir-Ag^ throws the silken shawls round him and his guests. 

The Cafigeebashi superintends the coffee, and the Tutungeebashi the 
pipes. 

Two high officers are the Mechterbashi or chief of the band, and 
the Tatar-Agi, who is at the head of one hundred tatars. 

There are about twenty Chaoushes, and the same number of Kai- 
vasis, who carry silver-knobbed sticks before the vizir in procession, 
and are the porters or keepers of his door: whenever he puts to death 
a great man he sends a Kaivasi to act as executioner. 

The house-steward or officer who superintends the general expences 
is called Vechilhargi, and has many subordinate persons under him. 

It would be tedious to pursue this detail further, neither can I 
answer for the accurate orthography of all the names already quoted^ 
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though I took them down with as much care as possible from the 
mouth of a person high in oflice at the seraglkK 

In addition to his proper officers^ the court of Ali is crowde4 with a 
nmltitude of dependants and others^ skilled in every art of adulation 
and mean compliance. Some of these turn him to good account by 
working upon his superstition* At this very time a Turkish dervish 
and a Greek artisan had conspired together to cheat him, and had 
persuaded htm they were able to make a panacea or essence which 
should render him immortal : they had been working a long time in 
tbe send with crucibles and alembics, and will probably continue to 
gain money from him for their pretended preparations, until death 
shaU CUM all bis complaints. 

The letmoe of M^uchtar Ptoha is very large, though inconsiderable 
when compared with that of bis father. He supports two hundred 
officers and others of his houBehold, and a thousand troops or Alba^ 
nian guards. His annual income is estimated at about 350,000 



^lars. th opg^ the vior takes to himseltf the greatew part 
venue from the pashatic of Berat 
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CHAPTER IV. 

State of Literature in loannina — Romaic Language — Turkish Society — 
Anecdote of a Greek Papas — Vespers at the Cathedral — Church of 
Sta. Marina — Vizirs Bath — End of Carnival — Tyrannical Acts of 
Ali Pasha — Tenure of Land in Albania — Chiflicks — Comparative State 
of Albania with the rest of Turkey — Greek Funeral — Expedition <f 
Ali against Parga — Dinner tsnth Mr. Pouqueville- — AJi*s Council — 
Visit to Mouchtar Pasha — Occurrence at his Serai — Festival at the 
Church of St. Theodore — Greek Superstitions^ Clergy^ ^ 

XT may perhaps be expected that I should saj ftomething respecting 
the literary society o^* loannina: but to confess the truth, I saw v^ry 
little to describe; and if this city is called by some writers the Atliens 
of modern Greece, I must own the term seems to me ao bad specimen 
of the figure of speech called amplification. 

Literature throughout Greece is but beginning to awake from 
that lethargy in which she has lain so many centuries: at present her 
motion is feeble and weak, she creeps on with torpid languor instead 
of soaring aloft, as formerly, iu eagle dight. The minds of the people 
have been too long debased with sordid cares, and fettered too heavily 
with the manacles of despotic power, for sublime aspirations at present; 
they no longer possess, nor can they possess, that creative fire of genius^ 
that untrodden soul (the Tuxiiv S^ovtop) which character iised their great 
progenitors. In their writings we observe at present only feeble fx>pies of 
the ancients, or vain attempts at originality, wherein all true taste and 
simplicity is violated* Elaborate truisms, superficial remarks, qaetaphy- 
3 
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sical absurdities, inaccurate details deform the pages of their historians, 
politicians and philosophers, whose writings give but little colour to 
policy, consistency to facts, or propriety to character ; whilst the fire 
and spirit, the igneus vigor et calestis origOj of antiquity, is totally ab- 
sent from the conceptions and expressions of their poets. 

Yet is not this said for the purpose of censure so much as of com- 
miseration. In estimating the literary character of a people, we must 
take into consideration the circumstances which surround them. 
Nothing is great but by comparison, and if we perceive the modern 
Greeks deficient in that powerful talent, that extent of information, 
that accuracy of criticism, that eloquence and discriminating judgment 
which distinguish the polished capitals of civilized Europe, we must re- 
flect also upon their misfortunes and debasement, we must remember 
that security is necessary for speculative abstraction, that the prin- 
ciples of truth are essential to eloquence, that independence of charac- 
ter is the nurse of Science, and that Poesy extends her impetuous 
flight only upon the wings of Liberty. But in these unfortunate realms, 
where tyranny has so long been established, suspicion, like the sword 
of Damocles, has uniformly banished joy from the hearts of the people ; 
self-interest, and the acquisition of wealth, have been their ruling 
passions ; superstition has long lent its assistance in blunting all the 
energies of mind; few have been the aids which education has given 
to talent ; few the rewards proposed to emulation. 

Still it would be wrong to say that the germ of genius no longer ex- 
ists among the Greeks, whilst the substratum of their character seems 
to remain very similar to that of their ancestors. We may remark in 
the moderns the same perspicacity and pliability which distinguished 
the ancients, the same ingenuity in supplanting a rival, the same ap- 
petency for honours and distinctions however dangerous, the same de- 
sire of pomp and magnificence, the same liveliness and gaiety of heart 
when relieved from the presence of tyranny ; the chief difference 
seems effected by external circumstances ; the ancients were masters, 
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but the moderns are daves ; those moved in conscious dignity over a 
land immortalized by their valour, these are obliged to bow the neck 
beneath the foot of every petty tyrant In such an atmosphere it is 
inipossiUe for genius to bloom; yet when her scions are transplanted 
into a more genial climate we find them vigorous and Mk of sap* ; and 
whilst such noble-minded men as the Zosimades cootinue to pour the 
stream of bounty over their native land» planting the seed, though the 
time of harvest may be far distant, and whilst soeh patriotic soub as 
that of the venerable Korai exert their energies to infuse purity into the 
languag^ good taste into the writings, and generosity into the senti- 
ments of their countrymen, we need not despair. Knowledge is in- 
creasing and will increase ; with knowledge not only the desire of free- 
dom but the fitness for it will increase also ; true patriotism will 
spread through all ranks ; and when Greece shall escape from bondage 
corporeal and intellectual, then its genius will revive ; the Memnonian 
statue, now mute, when struck by the rays of Liberty will again utter 
its harmonious sounds. 

Perhaps there is no part of Greece where its language has been pre- 
served in greater purity than the mountainous districts of Epirus, or 
where more efibrts have been made to restore it than in loannina. It 
is here much less mixed with Oriental barbarisms, or exotic Frank 
and Italian terms. Though the Romaic in its idioms, terminations, and 
phraseology has never departed so far from its original, as the Italian has 
from its mother tongue, it may be doubted whether this be an ad- 
vantage or the contrary. The latter language, after a succession of 
foreign intermixtures and a variety of changes, was regenerated, as it 
were, in the sudden regeneration of the people, and assumed at once a 
.noble consistency, .copious expression, and delightful harmony : but the 
former has remained, and must ever remain, a debased enervated diar 



• The tnotomdaiit aliifitiM ttf Ugo Foso^lo, a Gnciaa bom, but edvortdl in Italy, any be cited 
•H ulnetnuon of this tnitL " ' 
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lect of the most glorious language ever yet formed by the ingenuity of 
mankind, eclipsed for ever by the brightness of its original. Still the 
^orte made to repair its defects and eradicate its barbarisms are ex* 
tremely praiseworthy, especially since every good composition we can 
bxpect from the modem Greeks must be writteii in Romaic: if they 
ati3empt the Hellenic they will surely fail : no ktnguage can wc^l express 
^e genuine dictates of the heart in the eloquence of genius, but that to 
which we have been aocustomed from our iniancy, that in which we 
liave listened to the accents of maternal tenderness, the admonitions of 
paternal care, the sentiments of friendship, or the soft whispers of a still 
aweeter affection. 

Yet reform in the Romaic language, like all other refotrms, ought 
Do be gradual and not violent Above all things it must not be com^ 
fnitled to sudi a set of radical reformers as appeared no long time ago 
m loanoina, who formed themselves into a committee of management 
for this purpose, and published a number of small works in their new- 
fangled dialect, the PojtAfftxn yxeo-a, as they chose to call it ; in which, by 
umversal consent, they banished poor » from his alphabetic associates 
ioT no &iult at all .; i for that system of iotacimi to which he had given 
rise ; punished the diphthongs a^ and «, by making Uiem change places 
with I and n^ whose sound they had usurped, using |3 for t wherever this 
latter was pronounced as a consonant, with many other alterations, 
which mc^ be observed in the ode which I have subjoined, composed 
hy the physician Velata^ who was at the head of this association. 
His principal coadjutors were Signore Psalida, and an ignorant pre- 
tender in the medical line namdd SakeUario, who writes sonnets upon 
love and ladies' eyfe-browis, in defeult of prescriptions. The species of 
ftform introduced by these innovators would soon put a final stop to 
all in^ftovement hi the langua^. 

■ Non defensoribufl istis, 

TVmptwcget 
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But let the Romaic scholar judge for himself*. 



1. IlttXaici} Uyo 

Sgyrfrefieyo 

4. Ri^a^ib r' dypa 
Afrriy nj X^P^ 

"SffKra /If Icp9| 
Me diTX^C T€^ 



nXavf?. 

a. Bf^aSiaC 4 '/««pa' 
Sjcora^il ircp]}, 
K« ^i?X0C T-cpjy, 
lie va ?a-^ ; 

IIv va ^Xeaffo 
2c {ey^o daoo 

Na f(f9 x^^» 

5. VfipriCo vafipo 
No (eviTxnf^ 

Ka^e jcXi|paici} 
Bava iraXacif 
Zifiyaporo* 



3. 'H '/wpa ^€j3yi| 
*H yvj(Ta )3cafi| 
Na ^trrix^in 

'£yo ^tvaio 
To repiy «rpa j!» 
j)?C9<9ir»Xi|* 

6* Acv /le yyopfiitty^ 
K* e^. jbie lioxvw* 

Ax'- «V5 ''^ yivo* 

IIk va miyeno, 

Na fin j(a% ; 



The style of conversation amongst a people is generally found to be 
a good criterion of their literature ; and as I have before observed, that 
of loannina, though superior to what is met with in the rest of Greece, 
is not much distinguished for brilliancy and flow of soul. We cer- 
tainly met with many persons who had improved their manners by an 
inspection of foreign countries, as well as their faculties by the acqui- 
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* I have neither time nor inclination to enter intp a long ditcofisiou respeeting the origin and jvo;- 
gress of the Romaic languase and literature : neither could I add much to the copious account 
already ^ven by Col. Leake m his * Refwarphea in Greeee,' a work which ia well worth tb^ atl^ntipn of 
all who intend to prosecute inquiries in this branch of literature, or who are desirous of trarelling in 
Greeee with advantage, I think howaver that the modem dialeet, or Romaic, npight easily be uhe w u !• 
have been chiefly formed from the writings of ecclesiastics, and the text of the New Testament : yup* 
berlesi terms for the common artieles of life are derived ^om that source, where indeed very near ap- 
proaches are found to the Romaic infinitive, and to the use of the auxiliary verbs ; besides numerous 
examples of Latin and other foieigB words, GreeiKed and incorporated into the new dialect by a mere 
literal change. With regard to the present confusion of accent and quantity, or tl\e way i^ whif^ Ihe 
ancients th^selves distinguished them, I know nothing about the subject, ap4 sever vf^f^ wiA f>n 
person who did. 
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sition of modem languages and some few other accomplishments ; 
but we neither saw nor heard of any that were noted for attainments 
beyond mediocrity : we found some who had gained a smattering of 
philosophy, falsely so called, and who had paid very dear for it by 
acquiring a scepticism on more serious subjects. Upon the whole 
therefore, the chief interest in the society of loannina is derived from 
novelty, and when this wears off, nothing succeeds to relieve its mono- 
tony, agitate the stagnant ideas, and occupy the faculties of a reflec- 
tive being ; no musical or theatrical exhibitions, no exhibitions of the 
fine arts^ no political discussion, no courts of law, not even a new 
book or a pamphlet ; for neither a printing press nor a bookseller's 
shop is to be found in this capital*. 

For the sake of variety we sometimes paid visits of ceremony to some 
of the Turkish beys and ag^, by whom we were invariably received 
with urbanity and politeness. We generally found the master of the 
house seated, according to custom, at the corner of his divan, dressed 
in that rich oriental garb, whose graceful folds confine, without dis- 
figuring the limbs: pipes and coffee, sherbet and sweetmeats, were 
always introduced as a matter of course, and the conversation, though 
it might not be enlivened by that play of fismcy in which its greatest 
charm consists, was frequently rendered interesting by the sensible and 
acute observations of our dignified host. 

The Turk, though he applies neither to philosophy nor science, is 
well versed in the knowledge of the human heart, inasmuch as he 
studies men much more than books, and he frequently displays a per- 
spicacity of intellect, which, with due cultivation, might enable him to 
shine a distinguished ornament of society. The most insuperable 
obstacle to his progress in refinement is the system of his religious 
faith ; this is so identified with his political institutions, as to fix an 



* Books h«weTer may sometimes be procured at the shops of different trades : for instance, I my- 
self purchased a Romaic translatioa of the Persian Tales at the window of a tobacconist, 
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indelible stamp upon all his habits, manners, and customs, which ac- 
cordingly are found at the present day to vary very little, if at all, 
jfrom the accounts transmitted to us by Besbequius and other early 
writers. 

Feb. 19. — This morning we received a letter, dated Prevesa, from 
Mr. Foresti, who had left loannina for that place several days before ; 
and we were highly gratified by the intelligence of our army having 
]>assed the Pyrenees and entered France. This departure of the 
l^nglish envoy, the great accumulation of troops in the capital, the 
employment of a large body of Miriditi, together with several obscure 
hints from Mr. Pouqueville, all announced that some important 
action was near at hand, and various rumours were afloat upon the 
subject. 

After breakfast I made an excursion upon the lake with Signore 
Nicolo, and in returning shot a fine eagle just as he was about to pounce 
upon a duck : this bird measured five feet eight inches from the extre* 
mities of his extended wings, and three feet two inches from the beak to 
the end of bis claws : poor Antonietti in attempting to take him up 
received bloody marks of his talons upon his hand ; he was then se- 
cured by one of the boatmen. On landing we were met by a priest 
with a long black beard» and a box, into which he requested us to put 
alms for the Panagia. I begged Signore Nicolo to repeat to him the 
reply of Antisthenes upon a similar occasion : 'Ov r^ipm rH^ purif* rSv 5ff5y 
iii^ #1 5foft Tff>«riv* ^' For which,'' replied the papas in his zealous indig- 
nation, *^ he is undoubtedly damned ;'' appealing to Signore Nicolo 
for a confirmation of his assertion : Nicolo however, who is rather scep- 
tical on these points, chose to leave the matter in doubt with the in- 
terrogative answer, wm^ http^ ** who can tell V 

In the afternoon we went to hear vespers or evening service at the 
cathedral, called the Metropolis, adjoining to which is the palace of the 
archbishop : the edifice itself is neither large nor handsome ; all that 
can be said of the chaunting is, that it was not disagreeable, though. 
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like the Greek singing in general, it was much indebted to the nasal 
organs of the perforraers : the women were all separated from the men 
in a gallery appropriated to them at the west end of the church, whose 
thick lattice-work hides all particular observation from the male con- 
gregation below. From hence we adjourned to the church dedicated to 
Santa Marina, which was founded by the father of our host, old Anas- 
tasi Bretto: this is the handsomest place of Christian worship that we 
saw in Turkey, and as profusely adorned with gilding as the second 
rate churches of Spain and Portugal. The singing was just concluded, 
but a deacon observing our entrance, came up with a large silver plate, 
upon which lay a wax taper and two pictures of the patron saint : we 
deposited thereon two dollars, and received in return each a picture; 
probably the offerings were not thought considerable enough to de- 
serve the taper. 

At night I went to the public bath, whilst Mr. Parker, who had long 
been disgusted with its filthy appearance, adjourned to one which is 
annexed' to the palace of the vizir : but the state of his clothes when he 
returned home evidently proved that in this country no rank is a pro- 
tection against the intrusion of certain animalcule that carry on a con- 
stant war against mankind. This being the last day of carnival we* 
were kept awake great part of the night by drunken parties of Greeks 
and Albanians, who seemed eager to seize that shadow of gaiety to 
which the real austerities of superstition were so soon about to succeed : 
thie night was rainy, yet even this could not damp the ardour with 
which Bacchus had inspired them. 

We were this time particularly unfortunate, for at the very dawn of 
day, when the Bacchanals had retired and we were just beginning to 
enjoy the comfort of repose, the loud and piercing shrieks of female 
distress prompting the idea that nothing less than murder was going 
forward under the roof, impelled us instantaneously from our beds : 
but before we bad advanced so far as the outer gallery, whence the 
n09te proceeded, Antonktti met and informed u& tliat all this outcry 
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arose from our old hostess, Nicolo's mother, to whom his highness the 
viair had that morning sent a present of ten kiloes of wheat. He had 
scarcely finished his speech before the old lady herself ran up howling 
and crossing herself, entreating us to have compassitm upon her and 
interfere iu her behalf with the pasha. We were at first quite astonished 
how all this affliction could be caused by so handsome a gift, and 
were inclined to reproach her with nmdness or ingratitude, until the 
bystanders informed us that Ihis present must be paid for at double the 
market price^ and that tlie messenger was then in the bouse waiting for 
the money • Upon this the old lady began to renew her lamentations, 
which we thought best t?o quiet by assisting her in paying for the 
wheat, rather than by annoying the vizir in what he might think 
an impertinent application. We found also that the calamity was 
common to all the inhabitants of loannina, each of whom had re- 
ceived Ti prensent according to his reputed means or the esteem in 
which he was held by his sovereign. The great extent of this avania 
tended still more to strengthen our conjectures that some im- 
portant blow Was about to be struck ; for Ali never engages in 
«in expedition or levies any troops without contriving some s ich 
method as this ^ tke ways and means. Sometimes he takes similar 
measures merely to increase the contents of his treasury and improve 
his finances : once however he had nearly gone too far even for the 
most (obdurate patience and well-practised slavery to bear. This 
CNCcurred in the year 1812, when he took advantage of a deficient 
harvest to establish a monopoly of corn, prohibiting at the same time 
its importation from the fertile plains of Thessaly, whence Epirus is 
always in some measure supplied. On the 23d of June the poor 
people we» reduced to stech an extremity that they assembled in vast 
crowds around the serai of Litaritza, unawed by the presence of the 
tyrant, and with the most clamorous importunities demanded bread 
w death. One of the Albanian guards, of the tribe of Dgeges, fired 
his pistol amongst the multitude, and the rest vpeve on the point of 



80 



TYRANNICAL ACTS OF ALI PASHA; 



following his example ; but Ali foresaw the consequences, and was 
alarmed ; he ordered them to forbear, hung up the offender instantly 
in sight of ali the people, and told them that if they would disperse 
they should be satisfied. They did so, and he sent 3000 hcjrse-loads of 
wheat immediately to be sold at a very low price, lowered his demand 
for the contents of his store-houses, and opened the communication 
with Tbessaly. About a fortnight after this affair, detcTniining not to 
be a loser by his humanity, he laid a heavy contribution upon all the 
principal Turks of loannina who derived any salarjr or emolument 
from his gpvernment. His own son, Mouchtar Pasha, was made to 
pay 150 purses ; Gelalim Bey, and Mahomet Bey of Kastoria, two 
very rich men, disbursed twenty each; old Mahomet and Sechri 
Effendi fifteen; Agho Mordari, Messo Bono, and Dervish Hassan 
were amerced in twelve, and others in due proportion. 

For these contributions, vexatious as they appear, he may have 
some plea of financial regulation ; but the tricks to which he some- 
times descends for the purpose of amassing money, are so mean and 
absurd as to be quite unworthy of one who assumes the character of a 
sovereign. For instance, he wishes to borrow a large loan from his 
subjects ; he orders them to pay it in gold, and he returns it in silver, 
not according to the value of this metal at loannina, but at Constan- 
tinople, where it bears a much less ratio to that of gold. 

He once purchased at a very reduced price a cargo of coffee, which 
had been totally spoiled by the entrance of the sea water into aa 
English brig. He then sent for some coffee-dealers and Jews of loan- 
nina, and thus opened the conference with the principal tradesman : 

" At what price now is coffee, Murrie*?' 

'* Please your highness, we purchase it at Malta for three piastres 



• Tlie exprmioii i» one which ht comrtantl j mas to alnosl «B that aimoMh him : it u one, not 
quite of conleiBpt, hut of a famiKarity that hwden on it» and ia only naad by atifariorto hiainfarior 
in ranh : it ia darivad from tha Tocatite of the Gvaak word ^wya c . 
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the poundy but the freight and duties oblige us to sell it again for four 

and a half/' 

*^ Well, Murrie, I have some excellent coffee which I will sdl you 
at five piastres, by which you will avoid all trouble and risk.^ 

^* Please your highness, we have a great quantity at this time on 
hand, and it is quite a drug in the market/' 

^* Haithe haithe, kerat&des — get out, you homed rascals, you shall 
purchase it for six/' 

It is almost needless to add that the cofiee was sent and the money 
paid. On a similar occasion he sold some hundred dozens of sword 
blades which he had purchased from a villain who, not bdng able to 
sell them on account of the badness of their manufacture, went to the 
vizir and offered them to him at half price. In like manner he bought 
a large assortment of watches made to sellj as well as snuff-boxes, 
rings, and toys, from a travelling Geneva merchant. He then sent 
for the Archbishop of loannina — ^* Here is a watch for you, very 
beautiful and very excellent : I expect that to-morrow you will make 
me a present of sixty sequins.'' 

The two Greek primates next received each a gratuitous snuff-box, 
and almost every Greek possessed of wealth and reputation in the 
place, was gratified by his sovereign's gracious condescension and 
a present, with which, after receiving it in silence, he touched his fore* 
head apd lips, in tdcen of respect, and departed. , 

These however are only a few trifling modes of tyranny with which 
Ali amuses himself in drawing money out of the pockets of his sub- 
jects. His grand and truly oppressive system is that of the chiflicks : 
this will best be understood if I explain the tenure under which land in 
Albania is held.. All the villages then are either free villas or chiflicksi. 
The free villa is divided into certain portions according to the number 
of proprietors, and a tenth ^ of the whole produce is due to the sultan 
for the maintenance of the spahis» a species of military force somewhat 
xetemMing our ycoflianry cavalry, except that they are liable to §e?yp 
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]fi ftireigii warfare either penonally or by deputy. The vizir, in qua** 
lity of collector for the sovereign, generally doubles this impost, though 
he sends but a very small piirt of it to Constantinople. He appoints a 
baloukbashee, with a party of soldiers, to govern the village and reoeivQ. 
the taxes, who are paid by the poor inhabitants: these latter also are 
subject to the expenses of lodging and boarding all officers civil or 
military, all soldiers upon their march, and all travellers, whethm* na- 
tives or foreigners, who are furnished with a bouyourdee : neither is 
any transfer of land allowed to takt place without the viair's per- 
mission. 

Can an Englishman credit it? These poor people, when allowed to 
possess their property on this tenure, consider themselves under the 
peculiar fiivonr of Heaven I But the insatiable avarice of dieir despot 
urges him daily to strip them even of these scanty privileges. Ali'i 
aim is to become the greatest landed proprietor in his dominions, and 
I think I shall not err if I assert that he possesses at least one third ef 
the whole cultivated territory : he is little aware how much more 
rapidly his treasures would increase, by the encouragement of arts^ 
agricttlture, and commerce, and by the pronation of happiness 
amongst his subjects. To gain possession of a villa he generally ooa« 
trrres to purchase the portion of some indigent landed proprietor, 
which is not very difficult on account of his seveie onlinattce respect* 
ing the sale of estates ; then, when the porcupine is once settled in the 
nest, the snakes may hiss, but they are soon' diepossessed. if this 
plan does not succeed, and he is miable to make any parehase, he 
sends Albanian troops in succession through the district, with orders 
lihat they shall make a long sojourn among the unfortunate inhabit 
tants of the villa, which is the object of his cupidity. It may easily 
be conceived in such a case how the injuries of a savage nndisctpiined 
soldiery are connived at and encouraged, rather than restraiped or 
ponied. Indeed the accumulated miseries to which the wreiehed 
victims arc tihus cruelly exposed can seorcely fci» rf ita ppopowd 
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cfifect : Ibej threw up all their land into the handsr of that tyisdt, 
remaining upon it as tenants at wilU to receiTC a certain portion df the 
produce in netum for the labour of. culttvatimi, expenses for seed^ and 
isn|rfementft of boribandrj. The free rilla then loses all its ancieiiit 
rights and beeoines vfaot is called a ehiflick. 

The condition of a chiflick in as follows. The tizir first takes one 
tenth of the whde produce, to which he would be entitled were it a 
free villa. The reinaioder is divided into thme portionsi^ of which he 
receives two, and if he shoidd have furnished the seed and stock, he 
also takes half the remaining third. Some of these cliifticks are let 
annvallj at a certain price, either to Greeks^ Turks, or iUlsanmns, 
the viair keeping a huge book in which the namiea and prices aire vegth^ 
larly enrolled. Our kaivasi Mustaiil had hired a small one for the 
vest year, at the rale of 80O doUars : but Ali having transferred it 
before our departure to* MemchtadP Puha,ihe took it into his own hands, 
and poor Musteaf^ lost an egccellent bai^gain. ThO' piMcfatter generally 
resides upon* the spot, is dignified by the title of Shubalshee^ and has 
the command of the village under the viair. At tho^ ehiflicks which 
Ali keeps in his own hands he builds large barm and granaries^ in 
which the produce is kept under the care of the codgid^bashee,- until 
some pressing occasion^ raises the price of grains; and if this should 
not happen, be fioLes an. arbitrary value upon the^ article and forces 
his subjects to become purchasers. The greatest evil to^ which the in^ 
habitasts of cliifiicks> ara subject is their frequent transportation, like 
herds of cattle, to difiBsrent pacts of the country, according to the 
caprice or sapposed interest of their master. The pictures of these 
clans* leaving the mansions of their ancestore and . those spots> which 
have become endeaned to them by the earliest associatioDs, are dcf^ 
scribed as being sometimes very affecting. 

In considering these details one is naturally tempted to ask why do 
not his subjects quit fi>r ever such an inhospitable country, and emi- 
grate to happier cUmes-.^ Alasl this is impossible^ Not to -mention 
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that affection for the natal soil which binds down the will in spite of 
all the inclemency of nature and the injustice of a tyrant, surer 
measures of prevention are adopted in Albania. No man can leave 
these realms, even for the shortest time, without a special licence from 
their ruler, whilst the frontiers and passes are most diligently guarded: 
if any one should escape these barriers, his property would be for- 
feited and his relatives cast into prison, to be made answerable for his 
return : besides, after all, the government of AU Pasha is upon the 
whole beneficial to Albania, in comparison with that state under 
which it existed previously to his reign, and it is happiness itself 
when opposed to the government of the Morea and most other parts 
of Turkey. Here indeed one tyrant reigns supreme, but there every 
petty Mussulman can lord it over the miserable rayahs. 

February 20th. — This afternoon, as I was taking a walk round 
the city with Giovanni Arjgjrri, we observed a funeral procession mov- 
ing from a Greek house of respectable appearance : the corpse was 
richly decked, and had a crucifix placed upon its breast, its face 
being uncovered as it lay upon the bier : this was preceded by the 
relations, priests, and deacons, and surrounded by hired female mourn- 
ers who acted all the motions of distracted grief and made the air 
resound with the most horrid and disgusting lamentations, crying 
out, " Why did you die ? why did you leave your wife and family 
and all your possessions ? who shall now bring you cofiee and tobacco 
from the Bazar P*^ with many more queries to the same efifect. A 
very considerable crowd joined the procession which we accompanied 
to the church of Panagia, when the bier was set down : the service for 
the dead was then read over the body, which after its mouth and fore- 
head had been kissed by the relations was wrapped up in avrinding 
sheet and rolled into the grave. After the ceremony, the party, as I 
understood from my guide, would return and feast at the house of 
the deceased, where his friends would also meet again on the ninth day 
after the funeral to make merry, whilst the women would renew their 
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doleful cries and lamentations in concert with the widow. On thai 
day a mess of boiled wheat, mixed up with almonds and raisins, is 
sent to the church, where prayers are put up for the soul of the de- 
parted. The same ceremony is observed also on the fifteenth day, on 
the twenty-first, and the fortieth. Then a repetition only takes place 
at the end of three, six, nine, and twelve months, and lastly at the expira- 
tion of three years, when the bones of the corpse are disinterred, wash- 
ed carefully with wine, and, being tied up in a bag, deposited in the 
church for three days before they are placed in the common cemetery, 
at which time a solemn mass is performed, and a number of wax tapers 
are distributed amongst the by-standers. An entertainment also is 
given by the relations in proportion to their circumstances. 

Observing an extraordinary number of graves in this cemetery, whereas 
the church is very small, I inquired the reason from Giovanni, and learn- 
ed that it is the favourite place of burial with the principal families of 
loannina, with whom itis the fashion to deposit the mortal remains of their 
friends, out of sight, lest the mournful recollection of their loss should 
obtrude itself upon their minds when they go to divine worship at their 
own churches. The greatest part of these graves are decorated with a 
small stone or marble monument, in appearance like a square pilaster, 
surmounted by a cross ; itis hollow within, having a little wooden door 
attached, and containing a lamp which is lighted on certain festivals, as 
well as on the anniversary of the deceased's birth and death : this ser« 
vice is undertaken by a priest who is paid for his trouble by the 
family. : 

Feb. 2 1 . — Early this morning Antonietti came into our room, to 
say that all the military of loannina was in motion, that the vizir had 
just left the capital in his old German coach, escorted by a bodyguard 
of 500 palikars, whilst the hen-coops were preparing for the ladies of 
his harem to follow him. I immediately arose, and as soon as I was 
dressed, walked out into the environs of the city, where I beheld immense 
multitudes of Albanian troops spreading themselves over the plain, or 
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asceixKng the hills, and rushing, like ravenous wolves in search of prey, 
towards their place of rendezvous. Nothing could be more wildly 
picturesque than the appearance they made in their white fleecy capotes 
and national costume, strutting in a kind of martial pride as though 
they disdained to touch the earth with their tread. Few circumstances 
could have imparted greater joy to the people of loannioa than this 
departure of the military, for whom they had been so loag constrained 
to find quarters, to the utter destruction of domestic cotnfort, and la 
many instances to the ruin of morality amongst their femilies : the re^- 
lief now experienced was like the removal of an incubus. Luckily it 
happened to be the cold season, or the most destructive fevers might 
have been the iatal consequence of thia military occupation of the 

capital. 

We dined this day with the French Consul, and from him learned 
what we before suspected, that the march of AWh troops was directed 
towards Parga. That heroic little republic had to this time withstood 
all attempts of the tyrant to subdue it. He had tried every means, 
and had recourse to every art which he had hitiherto employed with so 
much success : but the Parghiotes defied his threats, despised his arms, 
and r^cted his bribes : with tbem a generous patriotism triumphed 
over every mean and selfish consideration, supported them in calamity, 
animated them with hope, and burned like the vestaKs fire perpetually 
in their breasts. Every other inch of ground in Epiras was under the 
ilominion of Ali : he had subdued and concentrated the various realms 
of Pashas, Ag^s, or free republics, round the focus of his power, 
and he was indignant that tliis little rock should defy his efforts and 
preserve its independence ; that the flame of liberty should bum upon 
this last altar in poor enslaved Greece, like a beacon to excite her sons 
to shake off the yoke of tyranny. 

Impressed with these ideas and aceiirately informed as to the state of 
eontinental affairs, he had been for some time- engaged in assiduous en- 
deavours to persuade Mr. Pouqueville and General Denzelot the govra- 
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urn* of Corfb, to cede this fortress to him for a valuable contideratioQ. 
But in this negociatioD he was cruelly disappcMoted. Those honourable 
men, though they well knew the preponderance of British arms, and that 
Parga must eventually be lost, steadily refused under any conditions to 
deliver up 5000 Christians to their sanguinary and atrocious enemy, or to 
sacrifice the lives and fortunes of those whom they had once taken under 
tbeir protection^ and upon whose citadel they had hoisted the standard 
of France. Who can reflect without horror that the British flag, which 
succeeded it, proved the winding-sheet of Parghiot independence ? 

Our conversation to-^ay turned naturally upon this interesting sub* 
ject, and never shall I forget the exultation which that excellent man 
Mr. PouqueviUe shewed at the very thought of Parga falling under 
the power of England so well able to protect it. He described the 
character of its inbaUtants in such favourable terms as made us ex* 
tremely desirous of visiting the place, and this wish eventually was gra«- 
tified. In spite of the vast number of troops which Ali had now led 
against them, he secretly suspected tbat shame and defeat would be the 
resolt of his attempts, and he paid a compliment to the patriotism of 
Mr. Foresti wfaicli subsequent events shewed was well deserved. 

Our host informed us that the priest or chaplain of the Miriditi had 
been with him this morning to borrow oiie of his rooms^ with various 
other accommodations, for the celebration of ma9B4 Thus those very 
barbarians, after participating in the benefit of their Saviour's redemp' 
tiooy kad gone willing instruments in a tyrant's hand to massacre 
vitboitt ttie least personal provocation, a set of Christians whose only 
fault was their hatred and opposition to tyranny. What a labyrinth is 
the baraaa heart f 

During the absence of his fiither, Mouchtar acted as caimacam or 
'viee-pasha ; bat the pressure of public business did not wem to lessen 
faia avidity fi>r amus^nents, or interrupt him in the etfjoymentof them. 
The divan or council, at which old Mahomet Effendi presided, met 
every day ; but its members were mere puppets, and could do no act 
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without the permission of their master : accordingly all the tatars were 
put in requisition and were in constant motion between the capital and 
Prevesa. Ali indeed sometimes contrives to throw the odium of op* 
pressive and disagreeable measures upon his council, though he never 
allows it free agency. His insatiable love of power makes him anxious 
that all the minutest springs of state machinery should depend upon 
himself: and this desire is seconded by that knowledge which he 
has acquired of his territories during his extensive peregrinations, 
and by his extraordinary memory, which enables him to remember 
persons and facts at a wonderful distance of time. Every one seems 
conscious of the power which this knowledge gives him, and when 
absent, his presence is still, as it were, felt : nothing can illustrate this 
so admirably as the expression made use of by the physician Metax^ 
to Dr. Holland, ^^ that there was a cord tied round every individual in 
his dominions, longer or shorter, more or less fine ; but every one of 
which cords went to him and was held in his hand*.'' 

One day, during Ali's absence, having paid a visit to Mouchtar Pasha, 
as we were sitting in bis saloon such violent shrieks and outcries from a 
female were heard beneath the window, that he ordered her to be brought 
up. The poor creature being introduced, ran and threw herself at his 
feet kissing the hem of his garment and imploring him, with the roost 
moving lamentations, to save her daughter, a young girl only fourteen 
years old, whom Sechri Effendi, one of Ali's chief secretaries, and a 
violent bigot, had seduced to the Mahometan faith. Can it be believed 
that this brute in a human shape set up a loud laugh and ordered his 
chaoushes to turn the poor suppliant out of his serai P 

February 36. — ^This day a festival or fair was held in booths upon a 
vacant space, about a mile from the city, at the church of St. Theodore, 
and in honour of its patron. At about eleven o'clock A. M. we set out 
for the scene of action, and were passed on the road by Signore Alessio 
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FESTIVAL AT THE CHURCH OF ST. THEODORE. %g 

mounted upon a finely caparisoned white charger, and accompanied 
by a long train of Greek gentlemen. We found the people amusing 
themselves in various sports and pastimes, and the priests just ready to 
: begin a service, which was delayed only till Alessio should arrive. At 
length he entered and the church was soon crowded with people, each of 
whom, as he came in, paid adoration to a dirty picture of the saint placed 
in triumph on a frame in the middle of the aisle : this he kissed with 
great reverence, crossing him both before and after the ceremony. So 
much had this painting suffered from the lips of its admirers that scarcely 
a feature could be traced upon the canvass. The women were as usual 
concealed from public view by the lattice-work of the gallery. Various 
mummeries were now exhibited at the great altar which stands at the 
eastend of the church before the Holy of Holies, a place venerated like 
the adytum of an ancient temple, through the apertures of which the 
priests ran in and out, like puppets in a show, dressed in their moat 
gaudy habiliments : the Kyrie Eleeyson was sung and a few psalma 
chaunted, during which process boys in surplices came dp to receive our 
contributions, swinging incense in brazen censers till the whole church 
was filled with smoke : this custom is observed as some say on account 
of its grateful odour and utility in a hot climate, or, according to others,^ 
to drive away demons and evil spirits : 

My friend and myself put eaqh a dollar into the chalice, for which we 
received three puffs of frankincense j but Signore Alessio, who contri« 
buted a whole handful of sequins, was literally enveloped in a cloud. 
Other chaunts were afterwards sung in honour of different saints, and 
at the conclusion of each the chalice for contributions was brought 
round with the censer as before : these worthies however were enriched 
only with a few paras. So ridiculous and absurd are the mummeries of 
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CHAPTER V. 



D^icukiei which occur to the Writer of AH Pasha/$ early History^^Pre^ 
fatory Remark$ respecting the Country called Albania and its Inha^ 
bitants — Alt's Birth-place and Family-^His Situation at the Death ^ 
his Father — Character of his Mother-^ AW s Education — His Mother 
arid Sister carried off' by the Gardikiotes — Ali^s first Attempts at fVar^ 
fare and various Success — His Adventures in the Mountains of Mertzika 
^-Throws qjf his Dependence on his Mother — Turns Kleftes — Taken by 
Kourt Pasha and released — Again turns Kleftes — Taken by the Pasha of 
loannina but released — Is again attacked by Kourt^ but succeeds in 
gaining his Favour — His Adventures at Herat — Enters into the Service 
of the Pasha of Negropont — Gains Wealth and attempts to seize upon 
Argyro-CastrOj but fails — Takes Libochobo^ S^. — Destroys the Town of 
Chormovo — Attacks the Pasha of Delvino whom he assassinates^ but is 
driven from the Place — Is made Lieutenant to the Derven-Pasha — His 
Conduct makes the Pasha lose his Head — Serves against the Russians 
— Enters into Correspondence with Potemkin — Gains the Pashalic of 
Triccala — Attacks loannina — Gains a Battle over the Beys — Succeeds 
by Stratagem in taking the City — Appointed by the Porte Derven Pasha 
of Rumelia — Conquers the Pasha of Art a — Takes Klissura^ Premeti^ 
Ostanizza andKonitza, and secures theCourse of the Voiufsa from Mount 
Pindus to Tepeleni. 

Having proceeded thus fer in the journal of our residence at 
loannina, during the course of which I have been necessarily led to 
bring forward many characteristic traits as well as some political and 
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domestic anecdotes relating to its celebrated ruler, I am induced to 
think that a more regular and detailed account of the adventurous life of 
this extraordinary man, in which the causes of his uncommon success 
may be connected with their effects, will not prove an unacceptable 
document to the generality of my readers. The earlier parts of this 
wild romantic history never can be very accurately and authentically \ 

described, since they rest almost entirely upon oral traditions, or ac- 
counts which have been compiled from those traditions after a long 
intervening time : and though I have perused probably fifty of such 
records, yet I never met with two that agreed with each other, either in 
the relation of facts or the development of motives. In all such cases 
it is necessary to be well acquainted with the character of the persons 
from whom we receive information, and to know what opportunities 
they themselves have enjoyed of acquiring it. For my own part, I 
found no persons more able or more willing to impart this information 
than the old Albanian governors of cities, fortresses, and seraglios 
which we visited in our excursions through the country: these men were 
the early friends of Ali in his youth, sharers of his toils, and partners 
of his success: still even their accounts are subject in a great degree to 
exaggeration from vain-glory, and their chronological arrangement to 
disorder from defect of memory : the errors therefore that proceed 
from these sources must be corrected by a careful and discriminating 
comparison of written documents*, as well as from the observations of 
those persons who have had the good fortune to view and sagacity to 
connect the chain of political events, in the secluded seats of literature 
and science. On one occasion, which will be hereafter mentioned, 
I was fortunate enough to gain some elucidation of Ali's early history 
from the chief actor in its scenes : had I been a greater adept in the 



* I met with a detailed account of the Life of Ali Pasha written by an Albanian poet h 
vene, and procured a traoflcript of it from some of Signore Psalida*s scholars ; bat the young rogues, 
in their hurry to get the reward, wrote it in so confused and illegible a hand that it has been of little 
or no serrice to me in my labours. 
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Itomaic language, I should not have despaired of receiving an authentic 
detail of the whole from his own mouth. The latter portion of his his- 
tory, after its hero had established a name, and connected his domi- 
nions in political union with surrounding nations, offers itself much 
more advantageously to investigation and research. 

However before we enter upon the biographical part of this memoir 
it will not be irrelevant if we take a cursory view of that curieus and 
Warlike people, whose valour formed the basis of their chieftain*s ag- 
grandizement, and still remains the bulwark of his power. But in this 
description it will be necessary for the reader to bear in mind that the 
character of this people is referred back a few years, to that time when 
the Albanian, like the Indian hunter, stalked free and lawless over his 
native mountains. His peculiar habits, manners, and customs have 
been considerably altered by the despotic sway and consolidated power 
of All Pasha : though the general elements of his character may 
remain the same, yet the strong collision of externa) circumstances has 
worn down many rough points and prominent features in its con- 
feguration. 

The country now called Albania is extremely difficult of defini- 
tion. It was originally confined to the little district of Atbanopolis*, 
(now Albassan) in Southern Illyricum or that region which was after- 
Wards denominated New Epitiis. From this insignificant origin, the 
courage and increase of its inhabitants, shewn especially during the 
weak disorderly reigns of the Byzantine emperors, have extended the 
limits, or rather the name of Albania over greatest part of Illyricum 
^nd Epirus ; so that in the present day it borders to the north upon 
Bosnia, to the east upon Macedonia and Tliessaly, to the south upon 



* Ptolflmy tlie geogivj^ber, wJio floomhedi in tlw reigns of Hadrian and AntoDioos is the first upon 
IMord who aaksB neotioo of it AXfidrm^ A\0ay6in\i£' 1. lii. c. 13. Dion Caasius eDameradng the 
Roma conquarts in Asia Minor, makes BieDtit)D of Albania and calls it AXfiariay r^v kti^ as if in con* 
tradiftinctioa to an Albania elsewbei^. 
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Aoarnaiiia and the Ambraciaa Gulf» to the wast upon tb« Io»i4li 
Sea and the Adriatic ; though tha Albaaiaw by no wmm (ovj» the 
chief population within these iimitst being Aotersper^ed with pw-- 
merous tiibct of Servians, Bulgarians, VaJachians, Osmanlis, aQ4 
Romaic or modern Greeks: so that in the same town it is not UBr 
common to hear spoken the Turkish^ Romaic, BulgariaOt Valachian, 
and Albanian languages, and sometimes a patois, or mi^tufe of them 
all. Albania n not junfrcqueutlj divided into Upper and Lower, 
though the boundary line of these divisic^s is very undefined : they 
might perhaps witih greater propriety be styled Illyiiiaii and Epirotia» 
Albania. The di&rtricts which are generally acknowledged in the 
<x)nntry ane as follow. Scutari, Upper and Lower Dibro, Croia, 
DuldgBo, Durat90,Tiranna, Alfaassan, Ochri, AvJona, Herat, Musacbia« 
Desnitza, JSorapari, Koritza, Kolonia, Kooitza, Dangii, ToskaiM, Mar 
lacastra, Arberi or Liapurid, Argyro-Castro, Kimarm, Delvino, Liiit- 
tnria, Zogbri4, Palaio^Pogojanni, loannina, and T^Bamouna: to whidk 
tmight now be added Arta, and Luro, siooe as amny Albanians jane 
settled in I^M^ae provinces as in oMst of the others abovementioned. 

Mif ith regard to the origin of this peo^e, who lay as it we.re dofmaot 
ao many centuries, ^^ acculto relut arbor aevo/' during the incursions 
ci the faarbariaas by whom Mt various times the Eastern Empii^ 
was ovemtn*, history is quite silent; ; all is left to conjecture, and con- 
jectuiie itself has in this instance but slight grounds for the formtttien 
cf an hypothesis. Their language being entirely oral, no written do- 
cuments can remain to aid las in our researches. In th<3 opinion 4if 
.Col. Leake, than whom few persons are better able to judge, they ase 
the descendants of soaM ancient Ulyrian nation, pmser ved by tbek 
mountain barriers from the intermixture of Goths, Huns^ Sclavonians^ 
and other invading tribes who settled in the country; and the psly 
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hypothesis which seems able to stand against this, refers them to an 
emigration of Asiatic Albanians, concerning whom Strabo has lefl ns 
a copious narrative, wherein some traits of character curiously coin- 
cide with these Europeans, modified by the invention^ of modern 
science and the introduction of different religious rites. 

The features of the Albanian, his narrow forehead, keen grey eye, 
small mouth, thin arched eyebrow, high cheek bones, and pointed 
chin, give him a very marked Scythian physiognomy; but as I am 
ignorant of the language [which by the best judges is considered a 
dialect of the Sclavonic with an intermixture of many other tongues], 
and have no other data of any consequence, I feel myself unquali- 
fied to offer any opinion upon this point. The name of Albanians 
.seems to have been taken from Ptolemy by the Byzantine writers*; 
for the Turks call them A&naouts, whilst their appellation in their 
own language is Sktpetars, their country Sktpebi, and their 
dialect Sktp. They are divided into four great tribes, or clans, called 
DoEDGEs, TosKiDEs, LiAPiDEs, and TziAMiDEs-f*. The first of 
these occupy the northern districts of Scutari, Dibra, Dulcigno, and 
Durazzo. . The second dwell in the great plains of Albassan, Musakia^ 
and Malacastra, stretching from the hills of Durazzo to Berat and 
Avlona, and along the banks of the Voiussa, or Aous, to Tepel^ and 
Klissura (the ancient Fauces Antigonese), and from thence to the 
boundaries of Koritza eastward. The third are a race of wild moun-> 
taineers spread over the country between Toskerik and the great plain 
of Delvino, bounded by the Ionian sea : they are so dirty in their 
habits and so addicted to plunder that the derivation of their name is 
commonly referred to the Lapithse of antiquity. The fourth tribe ex* 



* The titles gireo dmi by the Byiantine bistorians are 'A>fid$fm, 'ApPdroit 'AX/Sarcroi, *Apliarirat, 
AX/Savfrcci ftc. 

i Called by tbe Romaic writen, TKiyKlSec, T^rtJcc, AtdwAc, TftdftAc' The Albanian pTonun- 
dation, according to Colonel Leake, whom I consider as Ihe best authority, is ^GBGE, Tv)SKEy 
LIAP£» TZAMI. There are many subordinate tribes, most of which the reader may see in the 

map* 
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tends over that part of ancient Thesprotia which lies chiefly to the 
south of the river Kalamas or Thy amis, comprehending Philates, 
Margariti, and the Cassopaean mountains. In all these tribes there are 
certain shades of difference with regard to language and manners, that 
render it possible for a native to distinguish them from each other : 
but the principal traits of the Albanian character seem to have 
remained unaltered since the time of Alexius Comnenus*, when they 
begin to be noticed by historians as a hardy and nomad, but cruel, ra- 
padous, and insubordinate people. After the death of the great Scan- 
derbeg, when the Albanians, who had made a most brave resistance, fell 
beneath the Ottoman yoke, an innovation was introduced into their 
religious faith : till this time they at least professed Christianity, how- 
ever uninstructed they might have been in its peculiar tenets and doc- 
trines : the progress of apostacy however was at first very slow, and the 
religion of Mahomet did not gain many adherents till about the end of 
the sixteenth century: at this time a law was promulged which 
secured their estates in the possession of all those Albanian families 
who should bring up one of their members in the Mahometan faith. 
This had the double ^fiect, of keeping the country more clear of Os- 
manli settlers than the rest of Turkey, and of soon transferring the 
chief property into the hands of the new proselytes. At various times 
however whole villages, towns, or districts, for political advantages, 
have voluntarily renounced the religion of their ancestors ; and these 
instances occur not unfrequently at the present day. Yet the Alba- 
nian Mahometan is not more observant of doctrines, rites, and cere- 
monies under his new law than he was under his old one, and is looked 
upon with great contempt by the ri^d Osmanli. He frequently 
takes a Christian woman to his wife, carries his sons to mosque, and 



* *0c rdc A<aj3A<ic ytfiofuyoi AXjSavdt vo/idhc. L. ii. e. 65. AX^t^ U wipi OerraXlay ducS<riy 
4vrw6fWi yo/iddec* L. ii. c M. 'Oc rd 6puyd rile OcrroX^ac yeft6fuvoi AXfiarii dfiaofkevroif &c. 
L. ii. c. 39* 'Bvxcpicc Ihrrtt ^p^ /Mra/3oXkc xdt fbasi r€mr€paitwoL CanUcoaeniy Hist. 1. ii. c SS. 
sub init 
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allows his daughters to attend their moth^ to church ; nay^ he even 
goes himself alternately to both places of worship, and eats with his 
family out of the same dish, in which are viands forbidden to the disci* 
pies of Mahomet. Very few of them undergo the rite of circumcision : 
hence when the pasha» in a fit of religious seal, has sent sheiks to per* 
form the operation throughout certain districts, many of the adults 
have died in consequence. They are in general too poor to avail 
themselves of the licence which their religion grants for polygamy, but 
are content with one wife, who is chosen, like any other animal, more 
for a slave or drudge than for a companion ; they are by no means 
jealous of their women, ncMr do they confine them hke the Turks and 
Greeks. The wretched creature of a wife, with one or two infants tied 
in a bag behind her back, cultivates the ground and attends to the 
household affairs by turns, whilst her lordly master ranges over the 
forest in search of game, or guards the flocks, or watches behind a 
projecting rock with his fusil ready to aim at the unwary traveller. 
These women are in general hard-featured, with complexions rendered 
coarse by exposure to all varieties of weather, and with persons ex« 
tenuated by constant toil and scanty fare. In some districts they meet 
with better treatment, and are found ready to share the dangers of 
war with the men as well as the labouns of agriculture. Onb fault of 
very ill savour attaches itself to both sexes, being dirty in their habits 
to a proverb, and never laying aside their apparel either by day or 
n%ht. Having no such conveniences as beds, they sleep on the 
ground, with skins or mats for coverii]^, in the midst of filth which 
might turn the stomach of an Esquimaux : their huts or cabins have 
no chimney, but plenty of crevices are left in the roof and walls for 
the egress of smoke and the admission of lain. Scarcely ever is any 
other furniture seen than a little earthenware, with an iron pot to cook 
their victuals: they are far from being luxurious in their food, and in- 
toxication is a vice of rare occurrence : yet at times they will both eat 
and drink immoderately, especially if it be at another person's cost : 
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thej are ^rety greedy of gam and will almost starve themselves to pro^ 
cuFe TsMn^jf which they readily expend in the purchase of arms: 
many of their tribes nerrer lay aside their weapons, even during the 
tfine of sleeps when ail Albanian is completely armed^ he carries a 
HKUsket over his sh6uldeir> a pistol and an ataghan in his belt^ with a 
ilarrow crooked sabre slung at his »de in a manner somewhat similar to 
our hussars ; thus equipped and shorn after the fashion of the Aban- 
tes. With his tittle red skull-cap on his head^ his fleecy capote thrown 
carelessly over bis shoulder, his embroidered jacket, his white camise, 
or kilt, and his scarlet buskins ^mbossed with silver, he calls himself a 
palikar^ or warrior, looks with infinite disdain upon all the world be- 
sides, and in his gait ag^sumea that haughty strut which so strongly cha- 
racterises the nation, and which is observable, though in a less degree, 
amongst our own- Caledonian bighlanders. 

A martial spirit and eager thirst afler gain lead the Albanian to en-- 
gage very readily in the service ilS foreign stateis* ; but like the genera- 
lity of mountaineers, his attachment to his native land is so strong that 
he will never enlist but for a limited time, and the idea of returning 
to his native hills alone supports him under all privations and disasters. 
When he serves under the beys or cbiels of his own country, his enrolment 
is sometimes voluntary, for the hope of booty or revenge, and sometimes 
pxrrchased, in which ca6e the pay is proportioned to the valour and merit 
of the individuaL His school of war is one of unbridled licence 
asore than of military discipline^ of cunning itaore than magnanimity; 
and the chiefs having only an imperfect authority over their 
vassals, these latter will sometimes disband themselves during a cam- 
paign and return to their own homes : there they may be seen in* 
dulging in perfect indolence, stretched out in the sun to sleep, or tun- 
ing their guitars to their wild mi»ic in songs that celebrate the actions 



* It would seem that the people of Epifus, like the iDhabitaots of Switzerland, always had a pro* 
penalty for foreig^a mercenary war&re. Yid. Diod. Sic. toL ii. p. 494. ed. Wessd. 
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of favourite chieftains or of themselves; for as their valour is stained 
by perfidy> so is their merit by presumption, and they delight in 
boasting of deeds done either in fact or imagination. The retribution 
of blood was in full force amongst them until the despotism of Ali 
Pasha put a stop to this evil as well as to that system of brigandage 
which made robbery a profession and removed from it every token of 
disgrace*. 

The Albanian costume, especially that of the women, retains a singu- 
lar resemblance to the antique. The abdominal'system of the men seems 
greatly compressed by the tight ligature of the zone about their loins ; 
this however, together with constant practice, enables them to bear 
long and difficult journeys on foot ; and their activity in climbing 
rocks and mountains is quite extraordinary. In temper they are some- 
what irritable, and very rarely forgive a blow : they are by no means 
deficient in talent and acuteness, and it is a remarkable fact that the 
three greatest men produced in Turkey during the present age, have 
all derived their origin from Albania. These are the late celebrated 
Vizir Mustafii Bairactar, Mohammed Ali Pasha of Egypt, and, the 
greatest of them all, the subject of this present memoir. 

Tepeleni, a small town of the Toskides, situated on the left bank of 
the Aous or Voiussa, soon after that river emerges from the straits of • 
Klissura, was the birth«place of Ali about the year 1750*^. Its beys 
held it in a kind of feudal tenure under the pasha of Berat. The 
family j: of Ali, whose surname is Hissas, had been established for 
several centuries in this place, and one of its members, named Muzzo, 
having been very successful in the honourable profession of a kleftes. 



* A faTourite Albuiiftn proverb sayt, " He that knows not bow to take away another man*8 pos* 
sessions deserves not to retain his own." ^ 

f Tbe exact year of his birth is not known : nor can the information be procured from Ali himseif, 
for he is always anxious to be thooffat younger than he really is. 

X It is thought very probable that Uiis family was one of those which when Albania fell beneajkh tli» 
Ottoman yoke changed their religious faith to retain their possessions. 
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or robber, secured the lordship of Tepeleni to himself and transmitted 
it to his descendants. Ali's grandfather, after whom he is named, was 
considered the greatest warrior of his age. He fell bravely fighting at 
the celebrated siege of Corfii, just as he had scaled the ramparts 
sword in hand and was animating his troops to follow his example. 
His sword was long kept as a relic in the armoury of Corfu, from 
whence it suddenly disappeared during the occupation of that island 
by the French. I have heard that Ali offered a large sum of money 
to gain possession of it, but without success. The father of our hero, 
named Vely Bey, was a man of humane disposition and excellent 
character, extremely well disposed towards the Greeks, by whose inte^ 
rest in the Fanar he was appointed to the pashalic of Del vino. From 
this post however he was subsequently removed by the intrigues of a 
cabal and retired to his native lordship of Tepeleni : in his misfor* 
tunes Ue was cruelly attacked and harassed by the neighbouring beys 
and agas, * chiefs of petty districts, who at that time abounded in Ala- 
bama and were always engaged in a state of warfare amongst each 
other for the purposes of pillage, or revenge, or extension of territory. 
Unable to make head against his enemies, it is said that he died of 

* 

grief, If^aving two wives and three children, a daughter and two sons. 
The mother of Ali and of his sister Shainitza, was a woman of uncom* 
mon talents, undaunted courage, and determined resolution, but fierce 
and implacable as a tigress. Her first act was to get rid of her rival, 
whom together with her child she took ofi^ by poison, thus securing 
all the rights and property of her husband to Ali, who at this 
time was about fourteen years of age. Far from yielding under the 
disastrous circumstances of fortune, she armed herself with double 
fortitude, and rising superior to the weakness of her sex, carried a 
musket against her enemies in the field at the head of her faithful 
clan, performing all the duties both of general and soldier. In most 
of these enterprises she took Ali as an associate, though she kept him 
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within the strictest limits of obedience. Plainly foreseeing that hi§ 
security depended chiefly upon his military education, she accus- 
tomed him early to the perils of an active and romantic life, and 
improved his naturally strong constitution by exercise and tempe- 
rance: she engaged the oldest and most faithful retainers of her family 
to animate his zeal by a recital of the history and exploits of his an- 
cestors, to correct his rash impetuosity by their experience, to in- 
struct him in all the manly exercises of an Albanian palikar, and to 
school him in knowledge of mankind and the arts of governing them, 
rather than in the lore of book-learning and science. 

Ali's progress kept pace with her most sanguine hopes ; and to the 
habits of his early life many traits in his future character may easily 
be traced. His great object was to secure the attachment of his 
Albanian clansmen: in this he completely succeeded by assidu- 
ously cultivating their society, by partaking of their dangers in war 
and amusements in peace, by listening to their wants, deciding their 
quarrels, flattering their prejudices, and imitating their customs. 
During his military excursions he traversed this rugged country on 
foot with his musket over bis shoulder, and thence acquired a most 
useful knowledge of all the mountain fastnesses and every opening for 
advance or retreat : by constant intercourse with his military compa- 
nions, whose histories and adventures he was accustomed to learn by 
hearty he so improved his naturally strong memory that on some oc- 
casions, when an old associate in the profession of kleftes has been 
taken and brought before him, he has astonished the culprit, before 
condemnation, with a recital of all the principal events of his life, 
and in the same manner he has enumerated the merits of those whom 
he has rewarded : with regard to bodily exercises, he soon became th6 
best horseman, the swiftest runner, and the most expert marksman of 
his day. The old governor of Tepeleni, when we visited that place, 
spoke in raptures of the young bey's proficiency in these arts at an 
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early age, and his eyes glistened as he recounted his gallant exploits 
and the fine manner in which he would lead up his troops to the as- 
sault of a town. 

In the mean time Ali's mother, who had resisted the attacks of her 
confederated enemies with various success, fell at once, by one blow of 
fortune, into the lowest abyss of misery. The inhabitants of Gardiki, 
a large town situated at no great distance from Argyro-Castro, amidst 
the wild mountains of Liapuri^, made a secret expedition by night 
against Tepeleni, and succeeded in carrying off both the mother and 
daughter: Ali himself narrowly escaped the snare by a fortunate 
absence in a marauding expedition, or, as others report, by his attend- 
ance at a marriage feast. The women were carried to Gardiki, and 
there treated in a manner unbecoming the most rude and savage bar- 
barians, being kept in close confinement during the day, and at night 
]ed round the city by a guard to every house in rotation, and subjected 
to the brutal passions of its masters. They continued more than a 
month in this dreadful situation, when their misfortunes excited com- 
miseration in a bey of th« family of Dosti*, whose turn it was to re- 
ceive them into his dwelling. This generous man, with a few confi- 
dential servants, conducted them, at the hazard of his life,' out of the 
city, and brought them in safety to Tepeleni, where they found the 
indignant Ali just preparing to attempt their liberation with a large 
body of troops which he had collected together. The Gardikiotes, 
when they discovered the flight of the captives, pursued them, but in 
vain ; afler which they returned home, and burned to the ground the 
mansion of their benevolent preserver. 

This stain upon the honour of Ali's house was considered inddible 
t^ut by blood. The authority of his mother, and the never-ceasing en- 
treaties of his sister, who inherited all her mother's spirit (and who, as 



* It is a curioiw cirevnitoBce that \b» ablest geixaral wkk whom Ali ever oonteiidscU and who cotar 
nanded against him i0 tho siege o{GaidBld» forty ysass afior» was o£ this Cu&ilyi Bo saa d Dmm Dioil 09 
Dosti. 
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the old governor of Tepeleni told us, had she been a man, would hare 
fought with All inch by inch for his dominions) were exerted to keep 
alive, within his heart, the flame of vengeance. The former on her 
death-bed conjured her son, with her last breath, never to rest till he 
had exterminated the guilty race ; and the latter, in all her conversa- 
tions with him, ended every speech by the expression that she never 
could know peace of mind, or die with satisfaction, till she had 
stuffed the couches of her apartment with the hair of the Gardikiote 
women. Afler a lapse of forty years the vengeance of these furies was 
executed to the full by All's stern decree — ^the guilty, but unfortunate 
Gardiki is no more, and Shainitza's head reclines upon the raven 
tresses of its daughters ^. 

Soon after, this adventure Ali was desirous of leading forth the 
troops which he commanded, and of trying his strength with the ene- 
mies of his house. Naturally of an ardent temper, and impatient of 
controul, he burned to escape from those trammels of dependence 
in which he was kept by his mother, and at length extorted from her 
an unwilling consent that he should take the £eld. He was fortunate in 
his first attempts, but had neither troops nor money enough to pro- 
secute his success : he was then defeated in his turn, and wandering 
about the country to escape his pursuers, was indebted for his safety to 
the benevolence and fidelity of several individuals. 

On his return to Tepeleni he was received with the most indignant 
reproaches by his mother, who it is said threatened to clothe him in 
female attire, and shut him up in the harem or apartment of the wo« 
men; and when, after the most ardent solicitations, he gained from her 
fi^esh supplies, and permission again to try the fortune of war, she 



* The temper of this wonvu is said to be most cruel aod inexorable. Once, when the emissaries of 
her brother had carried off a ^utiful virgin from the town of Kalarites, to be imprisoned in his detee-^ 
table harem, the women of the ^ "te formed a deputation to Sbainitza to entreat her intercession with 
Ali, to restore the damsel to her di. ^^solate parents. Her answer to their request was, ** Get ye goae. 
She would have married a pioughmau, "^^ now she wiU lead the life of a queen." 
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added» in the true laconic style, that she expected to see him return 
upon the shoulders of his troops, either as a conqueror or a corpse. 

In the campaign which ensued, his evil genius at first predominated : 
he was defeated in battle, but in his retreat, having entered witliin 
tlie ruins of a deserted monastery, he there accidentally discovered a 
treasure that relieved him at once from his distresses, appeased the 
anger of his mother, and enabled him, young as he then was, to con- 
nect himself very advantageously in a matrimonial alliance. He now 
determined to make one last and desperate e£fort against his ancient 
foes. He raised fresh levies, and departed eager for revenge, at the 
head of a considerable force. In this expedition however he was ac- 
companied both by his mother and his bride. The former still held 
the reins of government, endeavouring to curb the impetuosity of her 
son, and direct him by her counsels and experience. Still every thing 
appeared unavailing ; the confederate beys of Argyro-Castro, Gardiki, 
Kaminitza, Goritza, Chormovo, and some others, brought an over- 
whelming army into the field ; the Tepelenites were routed and di&* 
persed amongst the mountains of Mertzika, whose barriers alone saved 
them from the fury of the conquerors. At this critical juncture, when 
the star of Hissas seemed inclined to set in darkness, Ali planned and 
executed a manoeuvre which shews at once his sagacity and decision 
of character in those trying circumstances which tend to call forth all 
the latent energies. Himself, his mother, and his wife, were quartered 
in the house of some friendly partisan, amidst the remains of his little 
army, collected together after his defeat. Knowing that a very con- 
siderable detached portion of his enemies were also encamped lower 
down upon the plain, and that the chiefs of Argyro-Castro and Gardiki, 
the most powerful of his opponents, had retired to their respective 
cities, he at once determined upon his mode of action. 

Leaving his bed about midnight he gave strict orders to his vnfe 
that she should keep the door of their apartment locked, and that 
when his mother came, according to custom, very early in the morning 
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to inqaire after her son, she should amwer that he was asleep and 
wished not to be disturbed. He then departed alone and unprotected, 
gained the camp of the confederates, and soon after tbe dawn of day 
stood in the presence of those who sought his life. Astonished at his 
appearance they deinand the motives of his conduct ; when the young 
chieftain with a modest but undaunted air thus addresses them : 
** The life and fortunes of Ali are in your hands; the honour and exist- 
ence of his house depends upon your will : here I am, driven to d^ 
spair : I have fought till my means are exhausted ; I now throw myself 
into your power, and you must either destroy or support me against 
my enemies : but do not deceive yourselves and suppose that you would 
derive benefit from the death of Ali : my enemies are in feet your 
own, and they seek my destruction only to be enabled more easily to 
place the yoke upon your necks. The chiefs of Argyro-Castro and 
Gardiki, already too formidable for the liberty of their neighbours, witi 
profit by my fall to gain the sovereignty of the whole district. Tepe- 
feoi, strong by natwe, fortified by art, and garrisoned by my faithiiil 
Afnaoats, migbt, if I were supported, present an invincible barrier 
•against tbefifr aimbitious designs : but if tiiey once gain possession ot this 
fortress they will not only ha<ve the means of annoying their neighbours^ 
4bfiit of securing themselves from all retaliation. Destroy me then, if 
y^u please, but be assured that my destruction will be the prelude to 
your owB.'' Ali well knew that be had no danger to apprehend from 
thus placing himself in the power of his foes. The voluntary suppliant 
t)f an Albanian ehiefUnn, is sure, not only of protection in his presence, 
tnit of an escort on his return : this security is accorded even to a 
robber, 'or to the greatest outcast of society. The grandeur of Ali's re* 
solutions, his manly open countenance, the feme of his valiant deeds, 
the name of his fimfii4y, and, above all, the jealousy which he artfully 
CMmtrived to insinuate into the minds of the beys, excited in all an in- 
terest for his welfafre, and determined them not only to spare his life, 
iHit to range themselves uuder his standard. 

2 
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Xa the mean time his mother caoae as usi^al Uk bis^hambef door^aatd 
wa& answ^ed by the wife according to bei? iastruciiow. la about am 
hour she returaed and receired a similar aoawer : thifi being repeated a 
third time, she b^gan to be alarmed, and suspecting that all was msA 
rights ordered the door to be brokaa opeow Not finding Ali within^ 
and leaiaing in what maaiier he had departed, she tore her hair, and 
rushing out of the house in wild disorder, took the same route her son 
had taken > shrieking viotentljf, aod^ calling upon hia coma till the 
mountains echoed with her cries. No long time elapaed befoce she 
met the object of her search veturDing to hex prcaeace at the head of 
those very troops who had espoused bis cause,, apid whose assiatoice 
enabled him so effectually to make head against hia remaimiig ene^ 
mies,. that he obtained a peaee^ strengthened the fovtifiyeatioos of hia 
native place, and secured las &mily aod fbrtuae. It is li*om tbia deci«« 
sive act that he dates the comaieneemeM of all bis fitture ^erjr. 

Ali now resolved to take tba raanagisneiit of afiSiirs ii^to has awm 
hands; he no longer suffered hia^ mother a iatetferettce in> war and 
politics, but confined her to the apartmeots. oS the barrem. Her death, 
which happened soon aftearwarda, hes been ascribed by soae to^ hia 
jealous poUcy : but this accusation I teftally disbelieve^ Froe a C€4dh 
sideration of his character and a review of bis aets, one would be in* 
clined to think thaA no fear of remorse,, ne tie of humanity^ no impudbe 
of affectiosy would be an obstacle to him; in the perpetraliosb of any 
atrocity. Yet, after all,, Ali has scarcely ever shefwn himself,. Uke ma»y 
oriental tyrants, waatoa, in the waste of cruelty : let his owvb interest 
indeed be coneerned, let his safety in the remotest degroe be threatened, 
and woe be to the victiu) whon» he suspects, or the criminal whom he 
has discovered. But I caojaot consent to brand his name with the 
crime of matricide. Crimes of the deepest dye Ihe has committed,, but 
the fierceness of his nature seems to relax when he is approached by. 
the objects of natuj^al afifection ; sum! to hia children and tbek offspring 
he appears most sensibly and cordially attached. I have read m an 
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account which pretends to be genuine, that he shot his favourite 
nephew in one of the apartments of his palace of Litaritza. But mark 
the difference! I once spent an hour in that very apartment with Ali's 
chief physician waiting for an audience. This gentleman, in whose 
arms the young bey expired, gave me the particulars of his death, 
which was the consequence of a fever : he informed me that the vizir 
was so doatingly fond of the youth that he could scarcely be induced 
to quit his bedside, and so inconsolable at his loss that he had never 
once entered into the room from that time to the present : and this re- 
lation was amply confirmed to me by others. I feel the more anxious 
to rescue Ali's fame from those unmerited aspersions, because my duty 
to the reader and my regard for truth will necessarily lead me to exhibit 
his character sometimes in very unfavourable points of view ; so that I 
can scarcely help reproaching myself with a species of ingratitude, 
when I recollect the good offices and protection we received in his do- 
minions. Such feelings however receive some alleviation from the 
consciousness that Ali would consider himself flattered by that picture 
from which an Englishman starts back in horror. In Turkey the life 
of man is estimated by a very different standard from our own, and 
those deeds which we should designate as crimes of the blackest dye, 
would be extolled by their perpetrator as acts of the most refined 
policy. Another thing, now I am upon this subject, let me be per- 
mitted to mention. In all the anecdotes relating to this extraordinary 
personage, no pains have been spared to sift the truth from what was 
false or doubtful, and to penetrate into the real motives of his actions, 
nor have any been introduced into these pages but such as I had the 
means of authenticating fully to my own satisfaction. Could the 
reader see but half the stories I possess respecting Ali Pasha, collected 
both from friends and foes, he would be convinced that I might have 
compiled a history of his life, in comparison with which that of Jona- 
than Wilde himself would have appeared Uke the memoirs of a Saint. 
Ali being now free from all immediate danger, determined to pursue 
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that path which at this time frequently conducted its followers to the 
highest honours of the state*. He became a leader of banditti, and 
in his capacity of kleftes so infested the mountainous districts of Zagori 
and Kolonia, that Kourt Pasha of Berat took up arms to defend the 
country, defeated his band, and captured their chief. His youth and 
the beauty of his person recommended him strongly to the favour of his 
conqueror, who, instead of treating him like a rebel, retained him in 
his court and honoured him with his confidence : nor, if reports be 
true, was the wife of this pasha insensible to the charms of the young 
hero. In a war which soon afterwards broke out between Kourt and the 
pasha of Scutari, the most powerful of all the Albanian chieftains, Ali 
distinguished himself by so many acts of bravery and ingratiated him- 
self thereby so much with the soldiery, that Kourt's hasnadar or trea« 
surer, a man of deep policy and great experience, strongly advised his 
master either to put him to death or to secure his fidelity by giving him 
his daughter in marriagef*. The first part of this counsel was incom- 
patible with the pasha's notions of honour and his humane disposition; 
the second was rejected, on account of the indignity of taking a needy 
adventurer into alliance with one of the first families in the Ottoman 
empire, whose pedigree could shew at least ten individuals dignified with 
the title of vizir. A middle course therefore was pursued, and Ali 
being honourably dismissed from Berat, was sent back to his native 
place with presents of considerable value: the daughter of Kourt, 
much to her dissatisfaction, for she had seen Ali and heard of his valiant 
deeds, was affianced to Ibrahim Bey, whose family was equal to 
her own. 

It was impossible for a youth of Ali's disposition to remain long in* 
active. Being at peace with his neighbours, and scarcely strong 



* Sometimes indeed this exaltation was upon a gibbet; so true is the old adage — " Ille cruoem sceleris 
pretiam tulit bic diadema." 

+ Exactly similar advice was given to Augustus by Mescenas with respect to Agrippa. TiikixSiw 
ivtiv mmiiiKa^ 4kc % ya/i/3pi(v m ytvivdai % ^mf%v^yai, Dion Cast, c Ut. 6« 
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enough to commence offensive opwations a^ioBt them, he resumed 
his former occupation of kleftes, ami ravagmg the mountains of £pirus 
was taken prisoner by the pasha of loannina. Earncskt applicatiou 
was now made to this chieflain by his owd beys;» as well as by the 
pasha of Delvino, and some other governors of the neighbouring dis* 
tricts, to ccmsign the young robber over to condign puniahment, and 
All had an hair-breadth escape from death in that very capital where 
he was destined to reign as sovereign. The pasha k>ng hesitated, but 
conceiving it more consistent with good policy in t[>e turbulent state 
of his own territories and of £pirus in g^n^al, to permit his prisoner to 
live, he not only liberated him, but supplied him with the means of 
carrying on his future operations. These he employed in embodying a 
large band of freebooters, who committed so many depredations in the 
iwrioius districts of Epirus, Thessaly, and Macedoni^^ and rendered the 
country so unsafe for merchants and travellers of every description, that 
the Porte found it necessary to take cognizance of their outrages, and 
sent an order to. the dervei^pasha of Rumelie to attack aad exterminate 
llbe offenders. 

The derven^pasha at this time happened to be that very Kourt in 
whose service we have seen Ali once engaged. He marched against 
the banditti vrith a considerable force ; but the tried courage of these 
wild Amaouts, their it^tiraate acquaintance with the mountain passes, 
and above all the abilities of their chiefs were more than a match for 
the vizir, who tliought it advisable to attempt by negociation what he 
was unable to efiect by force of arms ; and he accordingly desired a 
conference. The acuteness and natural eloquence of Ali were as con» 
9picuous i» debate as was his valour in the field. He recovered the 
good wiH and confidence of Kourt, who he knew was about to march 
against some rebels of the Porte, and persuaded him not only to secure 
bift pwdon at Constantinople, but to accept of his services for the war : 
in this his military skill and courage contributed mainly to the success 
of his protector, who Bot only representfid his conduct in a mMt fiir 
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vourable light at Constantinople^ but gave him a high military com^ 
Qiand at his own court. This however he did not retain long : the 
daughter of Kourt, Avho had been married against her own inclioa* 
tion to Ibrahim, made overtures to Ali which were answered by him with 
proportiooate alacrity. Ibrahim soon became suspicious of their in* 
trigues and laid a plan to surprise them in the hour of dalliance. Ali's 
good fortune again prevailed : he received notice of his enemy's ap* 
proach; made his escape with great precipitation, and iled : a wall of 
great height is shewn to this day at Berat which he scaled in his flight. 
Arrived at Tepeleni he did not think it prudent to remain so near tht 
powers whom he had offended ; on which account he entered into the 
service of the pasha of Negropont, who, beinga stranger, and having just 
entered upon his government, was glad to purchase the assistance of sci 
experienced and brav«e « palikar as Ali Bey. From this engagement 
he reaped considerable advantages in point of wealth, which enabled 
him on his return to Tepeleni to commience the execution of those 
projects which he always meditated, and to become a robber om 
so extended a scale that the magnitude of his crimes should bide 
their natural deforoaaty. His first attempt was too daring for his 
means : he ecideavoured to take advantage of internal sedition in the 
great city of Argyro-Gastro and to introduce his own troops into 
the place ; but his designs were opposed by a momentary concurrence 
of all parties, and he was obliged to retreat. He next fell upon the 
town of Libocbobo, on the other side of the plain, upon the mountain 
chain of Mertzika, which, being unprepared to resist him, submitted to 
his arms; in a similar manner Lekli, Giates,aind some others were sub* 
dued. He now determined to attack the strong place of Chormovo,^ the 
inhabitants of which had irreconcilably offended him, not only because 
they had been amongst the earliest confederates against his family, but,, 
as it is said, because some of its citizens instigated and accompanied 
the Gardikiates in the expedition wherein they carried off his mother 
and sister. 

His operattons against this c»ty strongly indicate the character and 
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disposition of the man, his settled principle of revenge, and his prefer- 
ence of artifice above open force. Whilst he was collecting troops for 
the enterprise, the Chormovites in alarm sent their two primates, 
named Gicca Dillos and Gicca AUio, to Tepeleni, requesting to know 
the cause of his threatened hostilities, and the methods by which they 
might be averted. Ali received the deputies with great civihty, re- 
plying that he had no cause at all for hostilities against Chormovo, but 
merely of complaint against certain families, whom he named, and 
assured them that if these persons were expelled from the city, and 
their habitations burned, he would not molest them. The primates 
then returned, assembled the citizens, and gave in their report. To 
save their coimtry, the families thus designated, unanimously consented 
to expatriate themselves, and retired to Argyro-Castro, having first re- 
ceived ample compensation for their houses and effects. The pri- 
mates now returned to the pi*esence of Ali, and informed him of the 
result. His reply was—" I am pleased with your conduct ; you have 
shewn yourselves my friends indeed : go back to your fellow citizens^ 
and say, that in a few days I will pay them a visit in person, and as I 
wish not to put them to expence, will bring with me only 200 men : in 
the mean time take back with you some of my people, for as yet I can 
scarcely trust those who have so often deceived me.'' Accordingly the 
poor primates were obliged to accept this guard of honour, and soon 
afterwards Ali paid them his promised visit, accompanied not by 200, 
but by 1200 of his best troops. He was nevertheless received with 
every demonstration of feigned joy, magnificently treated, and liis 
troops put into the best quarters possible. These, however, after a lapse 
of four or five days, began to pick quarrels with their hosts, for which 
many of them were severely reprimanded, and even punished by their 
hypocritical master, who asked how they dared to insult the good peo- 
ple of Chormovo, his excellent friends^ who had invited him so kindly 
into their city ? Soon afterwards he called the principal inhabitants 
together, and thus addressed them : ** My good friends, I feel greatly 
for your situation, as my residence amongst you must embarrass your 
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finances : I will therdbre relieve you by retiring, with the greatest part 
of my attendants, to the monastery of Tribuchi^, where you shall 
come to me, that we may draw up and sign articles of friendship and 
aUiance/' 

Accordingly, to the convent he went, and next day about one hun- 
dred of the principal citizens were summoned to attend the conference. 
The treaty, for the appearance of greater - solemnity, was to be drawn 
up and signed in church, and the hegumenos, or prior, in full robes, 
was seen standing at the great altar with all due preparations for its 
formal execution. It is a custom with the Greeks never to enter into 
a place of religious worship armed : they unfortunately, therefore, de^ 
posited their weapons at the church door as they advanced towards 
the priest; and these were all seized immediately by Ali's orders. In 
the mean time the solemn farce of the treaty was acting at the high 
altar, when one of the Chormovites having occasion to quit the 
church, perceived the seizure of the arms, and ran back to his fhends, 
crying out — ^^ that the priest might stop proceedings, for the infidel 
had betrayed them.'^ His troops then rushed in, tied them together 
with ropes, and dispatched them to Tepeleni : they then marched, 
under the conduct of Ali, and fell upon Chormovo itself, massacred a 
great multitude of its unfortunate inhabitants, sold the women * and 
children into slavery, and razed the town down to the ground. Having 
taken one man, the head of a family named Priflti, particularly 
obnoxious to Ali, he ordered a spit to be run through his body, 
and roasted him alive : it is asserted by many that he performed the 
inhuman office of executioner with his own hands : but this is not true ; 
it was done by his foster-brother, named Usuf-Araps, the son of a black 
slave in his father's harem. 

By this horrid act of vengeance he spread a terror of his name 

* Dedicated to tlie Puuigu^ in tbe noiatiiuiSy only a short distance from ChormoYO. 
VOL. II. Q 
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throughout the surroundiog tribes, many of whom submitted without 
resistaDce to his power. Being now comparatively wealthy, he began 
to practise that art to which he owes so many of his subsequent suc- 
cesses, the art of bribery.. By means of his emissaries at Constanti- 
nople he procured a commission for attacking Selim Pasha of Del- 
vino, who, for some reason or other, was obnoxious to the Porte, and 
made himself secure of being appointed to. the vacant pashalic. Re- 
sorting to his ^vourite measures of deceit, he carried with him only a 
small band of troops, under pretence of flying firotn his enemies : with 
these he was received into Delvino, and gained the confidimce of the 
unsuspecting Selim. He then contrived to surroond him with his own 
creatures, fomented cabals amongst the officers- and soldiers of his 
guard, and at length assassinated the pasha and arrested his son, 
wh<Hn he carried off, when the people of the city rose upon him with 
indignation and compelled him to retreat. They were however 
obliged to ransom his prisoner for a large sum of money, which at 
this particular crisis very materially contributed to the aggrajidise^ 
meot of the captor : for a new Derven-Pasha of Rumelie having been 
just i4>poiDted, Ali, by aid of large bribes, was qominated his lieute* 
nant. In this post he determined to pursue his favourite maxim — ^ Get 
money, and that will procure all things." Instead of attempting to 
clear the district of banditti, he traded in hcences, which he sold regu-^ 
larly to the kleftes, receiving not only a certain sum, bat a share of the 
booty they might obtain. These worthies now pursued' their course 
with such unbridled insolence and rapacity, that in a short time the 
country became quite impassable, and the Pasha being recalled, los^ 
his head at Constantinople, for the fault of his lieutenant. Ali hitn^ 
self was obliged to expend a great share of his illicit gains to secure 
his indemnity ; but so high did his character now stand for brayery 
and success, that in the year 1787j when war broke out between 
Turkey and the allied powers of Austria and Russia, he wns invited to 
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fill an important command in the army of the Grand Vizir, Usouf : 
under this general he braved with great gallantry, and was considered 
one of the most promising officers in the Ottoman service. 

An event however occurred in this campaign which led to the early - 
development of his ambitious views. His favourite nephew Mahmoud^ 
whom I have before alluded to, was taken prisoner by the Russians. 
It is said, and I believe with truth, that in the negociations which en* 
sued respecting his rdease between Ali and Potemkin, each of these 
ambitious men contrived partially to discover their particular projects 
of aggrandizement to the other. Certain it is that an interchange of 
presents took place, and a regular correspondence between them was 
commenced, from which AU entertained strong hopes of being acknow- 
ledged sovereign of Epirus when his friend should be seated upon 
the throne of Ccmstantiiiople. This correspondence which Potem- 
kin held with Ali, As well as with many other Greek and Turkish 
chieftains^ became known to Catherine and probably precipitated / 
his fate. 

Ali now employed the wealth which he possessed and the credit he had 
gained by his military talents^ ia procuring for himself the goveminent 
of Triccala^ in Thessaly, to which he was nominated by the Porte with 
the title of pasha of two tails* Hie situation of Triccala was peculiarly 
adapted to his views. It commands the passage of merchandise £rom 
loannina to Constantinople^ and Whoever possesses this country can 
stop all supplies of corn from the fertile [^ains of Thessaly^ upon which 
the pashalic of loannina frequently depends fot* the support of its popu« 
lation. Here then he planted himself at a time when anarchy and con- 
fusion reigned in ^e last mentioned city. The authority of its pasha 
was at best almdst nominal : its turbulent and pow^ful beys were not 



* It hu soooMded in site and almost in name to the ancient Tricca, ooneerning which Tid. Strab. 
lib. iz. p. 437. Iliad, /3. 7S9. 
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only in rebellion against him, but engaged in the most fierce and im> 
placable quarrels amongst themselves. 1 have been assured by most 
respectable people iii loannina who remembered those times, that it was 
frequently unsafe for a person to stir out into the public streets. Each 
head of a party had converted his house into a species of fortress, from 
whence his adherents used to fire upon their opponents if they ap- 
proached too near; the most atrocious murders were daily committed 
in open day, till the very bazar itself became almost deserted : at this 
time however, the pasha was dead, and every rival chieftain was ca- 
balling to succeed him. 

Ali employed all the agents in his power to promote these dissensions 
and to increase the public distress. When he thought affairs were ripe 
enough for his presence, he collected a considerable n umber of troops, pass* 
ed the chain of Mount Pindus and made his appearance on the plains to 
the north of loannina. This manoeuvre caused great consternation in the 
city : the beys, in imminent danger, stifled their enmity towards each 
other, joined their forces together, and advanced to meet the invader. 
In a great battle which was fought at the head of the lake, they were 
beaten and driven back into the city by Ali, who encamped before it 
with his victorious troops. Not being strong enough to attempt it by 
storm, he employed a surer method for success. He had already 
gained a considerable number of adherents amongst the Greeks in the 
city, and especially in the district of Zagori : these by bribery and 
large promises he engaged to enter into his views and send a deputa- 
tion to Constantinople to solicit for him the pashalic. They acted as 
he requested ; but the opposite interest proved too strong for them at 
the Porte, and they were made the bearers of an order to their prin- 
cipal to retire immediately to his own government and disband his 
troops. One of the deputies, most attached to his interest, rode forward 
night and day, to give him early information of the failure of their 
mission, and on this occasion Ali executed one of those strokes of po- 

3 
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licj which have given him such advantage over the imbecility of the 
Ottoman Porte. After a short consultation with his friend, he dis« 
missed him to return and meet the deputies, who waited a few days on 
the road, and then proceeded straight to loannina. The beys, to whom 
its contents had been already intimated, advanced as far as the suburbs 
to meet the firman. It was produced and drawn out of its crimson 
case; when each reverently applied it to his forehead, in token of 
9ubniission to its dictates. It was then opened, and to the utter con- 
sternation of the assembly it announced Ali, pasha of loannina, and 
ordered instant submission to his authority. 

The forgery was suspected by many, but some credited it ; whilst 
others, by timely submission, sought to gain favour with the man who 
they foresaw would be their ruler: in short, his partisans exerted 
themselves on all sides, the beys were dispirited, and whilst they were 
irriesoiute and undetermined, Ali entered the city amidst the acclama^ 
tions of the populace : his chief enemies in the mean time sought their 
safety by flight, passing over the lake and taking refuge in the districts 
of Arta, Etolia and Acarnania. 

All's first care was to calm the fears of all ranks : to the people he 
promised protection, to the beys who remained rich ofiices and plunder: 
his friends were amply recompensed, and his enemies reconciled by his 
frankness and engaging affability : in the mean time he put a strong 
garrison into the castron or fortress, and thus acquired firm possession 
of the pashalic before the imposture of the firman was discovered. It 
was now too late to dispossess him of his acquisition : his adherents in* 
creased daily, a numerous and respectable deputation, led by Signore 
Alessio's father, carried a petition to Constantinople, and seconding it 
with bribes to a large amount ultimately prevailed in establishing his 
usurped dominion. Thus, according to custom, despotism succeeded 
to the turbulence of faction, and the people not unwillingly submitted 
to the change. 



"» HIS PLAN FOR TOHMTNfl AN INDEPENDENT POWER IN EPIRUS. 

Soon aAenrards Ah obtained from the Porte the impOTtant office of 
Derven-Pasha of Rumelie, which not only materially increased his re- 
renue but gave him the means of creating an influence in many pro- 
Tinces of the Tiirkisb empire. That proad family which had formerly 
rejected bis alliance now gladly accepted his overtures, and Ibrahim 
pasha of Berat affianced his three daughters to the two sons of AU, and 
his larourite nephew Mahmoud. 

Having thus estaMished bis interest oa a firm footing as well \a 
Con^antinople as Albania, and wielding the resources of an extensive 
dominion, he began to act upon a larger scale, and to pursue his grand 
plan of consolidating an independent power in Bpirus, a country 
which nature herself seems to have marked out for independence by 
the impregnable mountain barriers with which she has sorrounded and 
protected it. The means which be resolved to take for the completion 
of this plfui, were to amass treasures, to keep a^nts in pay at the Otto- 
man eouit, to in^se suspicion of other powers into Uie minds of the 
Divan, to render himself useful to whatever European state was most 
able to return his services, and finally to sei^ upon the property of hia 
neighbours whenever and by whatever methods he could. In the exe- 
cution of tiiese measures, bis rapacity has been boundless, bis penetra- 
tion deep, bis aggressions innumerable, his perfidy more than Punic, 
but his success complete. 

After the prc^ts of Russia with regard to Greece had failed, and 
all confidence in that power was lost by the insensible and cruel conduct 
of its agents, AH's enemies at Constantinople endeavoured to undermine 
his credit, by disclosing as much as they knew or suspected of his cor* 
respondence with Potemkin : fertile however in expedients, and fearful 
of a rupture with his sovereign, he found means to counteract these 
plots, and allay Uie cixning storm, principdly, as it is asserted, by the 
good offices of the French minister at the Porte, whom he contrived to 
engage in his interests. Being now secure in his most important pon- 
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tion he soon found a pretext for quarrelling with his ndghbour the 
Pasha of Arta, conquered bis territories^ and annexed them, as well as 
the whole of Acamauia, to Us owo dominions* Thu» he secured the 
free navigation of the Ambracian Gulf and gained possession of m«iy 
valuable ports in those districts. His next step was to open a free and 
safe intercourse between loannina and his native territory of Tepeleni. 
To this end he attacked and took possession of the strong post of Klis- 
sura, where the Aous or Voiussa enters that deep defile called the 
Fauces Antigoneae, or Stena Aoi, which was occupied by Philip in the 
first Macedonian war, where he stopped the advance of the Roman 
legions, until the key of his position being betrayed to Flaminius by a 
shepherd of Charopus he was driven from this strong post and obliged to 
evacuate Epirus*. The occupation of Klissura was followed by the 
reduction of Premeti, Ostanizza and Konitza, all capitals of most im- 
portant districts which secured the whole course of the Voiussa firom 
its spurce in Mount Pindus as far as Tepeleni. 

We have now traced the course of this extraordinary personage by 
that imperfect light which his early annals afford, from his infancy to 
the time when he fixed his seat in the Great Despotate of Epirus. 
One would have thought that this success might have satisfied the am- 



* His occupation of this pass is thus described by Liyy, lib. zxxii. c. 5. " Priocipio Tens (Philippos) 
cum Athenagora omDia externa auxilia, quodque levis armatune erat, in Chaoniam per Epirum act oo- 
cupaodasy quas ad Antigoniam Fauces sunt (Stena vocant Grnsci) misit. Ipse post paucis diebus graviore 
secutos agmine, quam situm omnem regionis aspezisset, maxime idoneam ad muniendum locum credidit 
esse prseter amnem Aoum : is inter moDtes, quorum alterum ^ropum, alterum Asnaum incoln yo- 
cant, angusta valle fluit, iter exiguum super npam prsBbens." The mountains forming the defile are 
now called, those on the north side Treoechina and Mejourani, those on the south MelchioTO. The 
defile is about ten miles in length from Klissura (which from the remains of Cyclopean masonry ob» 
servable there I take to have been Antigonea) to the junction of the Aous with the river of Argyro- 
Castroy above Tepeleni.^ The precipices on each side are tremendous, being apparently more than a 
thousand feet in perpendicular height. The positions of Philip and Athenagoras must have been about 
mid- way in the defile, as Flaminius, when he arrived at the Aous with his army is said by Livy to 
have encamped at the distance of five miles from the Macedonians, (cap. 6.) Many persons nave fixed 
upon Premeti, about twelve miles higher up the Aous, for Antigonea ; but I am confirmed in my opinion 
pi its being succeeded by Klissura, from a passage of Polybius, who speaks of these straights as being 
close to Ajatigonea : dtd r&v irap *Ayriy6veiay ^tv&r. 1. ii. c» 5, 
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bition of an Albanian kleftes ! but ambition's path is deceitful as the 
mountain, which tempts the traveller's ascent to its false summit, and 
tiben exhibits to his view another equally precipitous and lofty, to which 
it served but as a base. 

The remainder of his history, when it became connected with Euro** 
pean poUtics and important enough to engage the attention of his con*- 
tempoiarieSf offers itself much more readily to historic elucidation. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Account of the SuUots — Country^ GocerTtmenty HabitSy Matmersy and 
Customs — AU's first Attempts against them — His Stratagem — How 
defeated — Anecdote of Tzavelia and his Son — Alt attacks SuH — Des- 
perate Resistance of the SuHots — Heroine Mosco — Al^s Defeat and 
FUght to lotmnina — Peace concluded — Ah^s Policy with regard to 
foreign Powersy and his own Government — French Occupation of the 
Ionian Islands — AU's Intrigues with Bonaparte — Attends the Grand 
Vizir against Paswan Oghu — War between Turkey and France — AH 
takes Advantage of it — Ionian Isles pass under the Protection of 
Russia — AH takes all the Continental Dependencies except Parga — 
Terms on which these are conceded to the Porte — Aliy for his Services, 
is made RumeHe'Valiseey with the Title of Vizir — Commences a second 
War with the SuHots — Interprets the Prophecies of the Koran to en- 
e&urage his Adherents — Leads his Troops against SuH — Joined by the 
Traitor Botzari — Bad Success in several Engagements — Turns the 
Assauk into a Blockade. 



1st ACXX)UNT OF THE SULI0T8. 

W^HILST Ali was extending the limits of his sway towards the 
north, the southern districts of his dominions were subjected to the in- 
cursions of a clan, contemptible to all appearance for their numbers, 
but impregnable in their mountain4iolds, and capable, by their daring 
courage and enthusiastic love of liberty, of attacking him in his capital, 
and alarming him in the very recesses of his harem. These were the 
Suliots : a people which sustained the character of ancient Greece, 
and assumed the spirit of its independent sons. Their abode was like 
the dwelling of a race of genii, upon a kind of natural citadel, amidst 
the wild Cassopsean mountains, where the Acheron rolls down a dark 
and truly infernal chasm, overhung with rocks and woods of deepest 
gloom. The high peaks of precipices bounding this mysterious 
glen were surmounted by fortified towers, whilst the paths leading to 
the impending heights above scarcely admitted two persons to walk 
abreast. During the worst eras of Grecian slavery, the flame burned 
bright upoa this hill^iltar of liberty, and its werghippers breathiog a 
purer air, and excited as it were by those stupendous energies of 
nature which they cofestaatly bad in view, preserved their physical and 
moral streagth mximpaired^ not only 4efyi^g granny, but pouring 
down from fehev rocky faStfeesses over the pkkis of the oppressor, and 
canrying off that booty which was coniidwed as their lawiiil property. 
At Soli the i«bellk>n was planned^ under Lambpo Canaiaai, to liberate 
Greece froai the Oitoman .yoike, aad the coiiapiraton had their head- 
quarieiB in these impr^ignable fastnesses. 

Foar iargd viQagfes constituted the jfirinoipal seats of this independent 
claii^ io a situation so 4iiiigular> as probably to be uaique*. They 
feiy i^oa A fine concave plain ^ 'the perpendicular heigbt of about 
SOOQ feet Above the bed of th« Aoheroa ; a grand natural braasUwork 
descended 'precipitously to the river ; whilst behind them rose a tower* 
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ing chaiB of mountains, at once an ormunent and defenoe. The 
Acheron, after passing through the valley of Dervitziana, fint enton 
the Suliot chasn, where it is called the Gorge of Skouitias, ttom a 
small village of that name : a narrow path, which winds amidst the 
darkest woods) upoo the right ba»k, oooduets the traveller iq about two 
hours to a narrow cut aoross his path, called Klissora, admirably cal- 
culated to stop the progress of aa enemy. This defile was commanded 
by a fort called Tiehos, and near it was the fiist village of the 8u)iol 
repohlic, called Navarico or Avarica From hence a gradual ascents 
leads to the deserted site of Samoniva ; thence to Kiaffa, signifying a 
height, and lastly to Suli, the capital of the tribe, which was generally 
styled Kako*Skiii, Hke the Kmxii\tm of Homer, from the difllculties it op« 
posed to a conqueror. Near the spot where the raountain«path leaves 
the side of the Acheron, to wind up the preci]Mces between Kiaffii and 
Kako*Suli, a conical hill overhangs the road, called! Kunghi, on which 
stood thie largest of the Suliot fortresses, named Aghia Paniskevl*, or 
Saint Friday. At the same spot another small river, flowing from the 
Paramithian mountains, joins the Acheron, which, descending down 
the romantic defile of Glykl, enters the great Paramithian plain, and 
empties itself, after flowing throu|^ the Acherusian l%ke» into the 
Ionian sea, near the ancient city pf Cichyrus or £phyret (See the 
plan at the head of this chapter.) 

Such was the situation of the 8uliot r^niblic : no vestiges of any 
ancient cities have been discovered within its boundaries, nor is it 
clear to wliat tribe of former ages they have succeeded, though the 
Selli of Homer apparently offer the fairest claim to pre-occupation of 
the soil*f. The date of the Suliot settlement on these goouotaios is 



* UapacKevr^ and Kvpiouci^, i. e. Friday and Sunday, are wnong ihB coipwi oamM gifen to tho 
Greek girls. 

f Homer certainly places the BeHi somewhere in ttiis neighbourhood, in the 10th book of the 
Iliad, L 333. 

Zlv, ttva Aw^Mvau, IleXa^acil, tii\6^€ valttrf 

And these Tery Selli pp p aa i to hmm takn iMr dmm^ or gifwi i^ «o the fiTW AisherM, the idMtioal 
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referred by tradition to the middle of the 17th century, when some 
goat and swine-herds having led their animals to feed upon the heights 
of Kiaffa, were struck with the eUgibility of the situation, and occupied 
it with their families. 

As the population of this small and humble colony increased, it 
attracted the attention of its neighbours, and sustained many wars with 
the beys of Paramithia and Margariti, as well as the pashas of 
loannina and Arta. In all these however it was defended by the in- 
accessible nature of its rocky site, whilst the determined bravery of its 
citizens enabled it to wrest numerous possessions from the hands of its 
opponents, and to extend the limits of its sway far beyond the bound- 
aries of its original territory. Before their first war with Ali Pasha, the 
Suliots possessed sixty-six villages, all conquered by their arms. The 
citizens of the republic were classed in divisions called faras: each fara 
contained a certain number of femilies, and was commanded by its own 
chief or captain. Of these 

Kako-Suli contained 19 i^uras and 4S5 families. 
Kiafia 4— and 60 — 



river of Soli, in wy early times. See a passage in Homer^s Catalogue, v. 160, where the poet says that 
Hercules carried off Astyochia out of the city of Sphyre, from the river ZcXX^c* 

Straboy indeed, nlaces Bphyre and this river in Elis, where I find no mention made of soch by Pan- 
sanies or any otner author : but the Scholiast intimates the probability^ of this being the Thesprotian 
Bphyre, which is freqoentlv mentioned by Homer nnder this appellalion, or that of Cichynis : and 
Strabo himself, unconsciously enough, gives good reasons for agreeing with the Scholiast : for he says, 
that the expeditions of Hercules were fre(|uent in this region, and that it was oelebrated for poisons : 
now we know, that Hercules was the friend and guest of Aidoneos or Pluto, kiag of tbe Moloesi,. 
who reigned in this neighbourhood, from whom he liberated his friend and companion Theseus; 
and Homer has particularly distinguished this Bphyre for its pfodnction of poison, making Ulysses 
go there for the very porpoee of procuring it« 

^^/lacoy kviptMvw ii(iifuvoif ifpd ^ U^ 

With regard to the names of ZcXX^ and ZeXX/|eic, I know not whence they are derived ; but it is pro- 
bable that they may allude to some religious rites* Eustathius, in his Commentary upon Homer, ob- 
serves, that wheiever these waa an Bphyie, thsre vrae also a river named SckX^mc* 
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Avarico contained 3 faras and 55 families* 
Samoniva 3 — and 3Q — 

When the inhabitants of these towns increased beyond the means of 
support, seven were selected out of their sixty-six tributary villages, 
to which they sent colonies of native Suliots, who were exempted 
firom paying either forced contributions, or the regular tribute, which 
was a tenth of all produce. Thus in the village called Tzicuri five 
faras were settled; in Pericati two; in Villa two; in Alsocori three; 
in Kondati one ; in Gionala three ; and in Tzephleki two. 

The character of this people was warlike in the extreme; and martial 
exercises comprised almost the whole system of their education. Their 
chief amusements were the dance and song, the former of which con- 
tributed to increase their bodily strength, and the latter to animate their 
seal and feed their national enthusiasm: they were passionately attach* 
ed to their country, which, in spite of traitors who were seduced by the 
gold of the pasha, would probably have continued to defy his power, 
but for the pressure of political circumstances. They had a chosen 
band of 1000 palikars, all citizens of the four principal towns ; but 
1500 more were embodied from the seven colonies and the other de* 
pendencies, during their contests with All Pasha. The plan of their 
warfare, as was the case in ancient times, consisted more in skirmishes 
than pitched battles, in daring expeditions, sudden attacks, and quick 
retreats: great examples of heroic devotion were exhibited by indivi^ 
duals; and their harangues breathed in a great degree the fire and spirit 
of antiquity. The women of this republic were scarcely inferior to the 
men in bravery, or less eager to share in all the perils of war. Troops 
of heroines constantly attended upon the soldiers, to carry provisions 
and ammunition, to assist the wounded, and, if necessary, to engage in 
battle. The most celebrated of these amazons was Mosco, the wite of 
Captain Tzavella, and mother of the gallant Foto, the Hector of this 
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new Troy, wboee name is still celebrated in manj a Greek and Alba- 
nian song. Her exploits might rival those of the heroine of Zaragossa« 

The Suliots had no written law, but many customs handed down 
horn time immemorial served to regulate their conduct : judicial affairs 
were generally referred to the captain of the fara» or in cases of diffi- 
culty to a council of chiefii^ convened from the few towns, in Kako- 
Suli. To animate their men the more, the women took precedence at 
the wells and fountains, according to the character which their bus* 
bands bore for bravely, and if a woman had the misfortune to be 
wedded to a coward, sl^e was obliged ignominiously to wait till the test 
had fUled their pitchers.^ It was found that few men could endure the 
torrent o# reproaches that was generally poured upon them at the 
retmm of their in ignant spouses. The females of this republic 
were held in such esteem that no man was allowed, under the severest 
penalties, to interfere even in their quarrels, lest by accident a woman 
might be killed; and whoever committed such an act was put to 
death as a patricide, with the execrations of all the citizens. They 
had an extraordinary custom in their wars of sending out a small body 
of troops against a superior force, and, on the contrary, a large body 
against a small one. In the first instance, they intimidated their foes, 
who knew they were prepared to conquer or to die ; in the lattw, they 
were able to secure more prisoners, and gain a greater ransom for the 
purchase of arms and ammunition. Like the ancient Spactans, they 
never inquired about the numbers of an enemy, but only where that 
enemy might be found. 

Such was the republic with which now Ali prepared to engage : 
without its destruction he foresaw that all his future plans must faiU 
ttnce the Suliots were not only the best soldiers in the ranks of his 
enemies, but were possessed of the strongest lu^d in the very midst of 
bis dominions, where they gave refuge to the discontented, and from 
whence they issued to ravage his territories whenever he was engaged 
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in distant warfere. The preparations for his first expedition were made 
in 1793. He then wsemfoled an army of about 10,CXX) men, all tried 
Albanian troops, giving ont his intentions of attacking die town of 
Argyro-Castro, the beys of which had been his most inveterate ene- 
mies in die early stages of bis career. Under this pretext he endea- 
voured to lull the Suliots into a fatal security, requesting their alliance 
and co-operation, with the offer of double pay and rewards propor- 
tionate to their acknowledged valour. The following is a copy of the 
letter which he wrote on this occasion to their two most celebrated 
captains, named Botzari and Tzavella. 

** ^CKolfw Kaircrav Mir6r(a^ Kai KairiTay T^afiiWa, '£yw 6 'AXif Uo^ac iras xiuperSy cac ffdc 
^iXw rh lA&Tia, "Birei^ nhi lyiiB f/Evpta iroXXa koXJdl r^v dvhpaya^iav trac^ rat mKucaplaymtf fifi 
^ptrai vd iym ^icy^iXiyr XP^iO»^ ^iro kiy^MraC Aotir6y /«i^ Kuftere 4tXXIi#c irafMHcoXd, dXX IvMc Airf 
Xo/3cr< rifi' ypaffpf fw yd fML^ttiert SKuvacrd wuk uc d^%a tcdi rd J^iertrd fti rv/icre itd yd irdym vd im* 
Xefiijfft r^ hxPp^ /i«' T«n| I«rac ^ ^pa Kdi 6 Katpofy oirS ix^ •)(piiay dar6 Xoyv aacp icdi^yM yd liA 
ri^y <l>tXlay drac* xdi r^v dydmiy ^irS ej(€Te ^id Xdy» fjut' 'O \if^c <rac ^iXei liytu StwKbt iar* Svoy ilB^ 
etc T^ ^ApfiaylraQ* ^arl Kdt -§1 iraKucapid tfac tip^ «'Ac hvai iroXXii /MtyaK^rtpvi dirb r^v k^it^y r«c* 
Aoiwitfiyti^ 9iw wnydipu yd trfXr/i^^w «r^r pk 4X9tre itiic^ tedi tffic uiptmpA Jdeykiiyinyic ^ B^dirt* 
TavT€Lp Kdt ff&c x^f^*^^ 

TRANSLATION. 

" My friends Captain Botzari and Captain TzaveHa — I, AH Pbsha, 
salute you and kiss your eyes. Since I am well acquainted with your 
courage and spirit, it appears to me that I have great need of your 
asfiistanoe. Wherefore I beseech you take no other resolution when 
yon receive my letter, but assemble together all your palikars and 
come to meet me, that I may march to combat against my enemies. 
This is the very season and the time in which I need your help, and I 
expect io see the friendship and the love you bear towards me. Your 
pay «l»ll be double that which I give to my Albanians, for I know 
yoar valour is supmor to theire. As I shall not go to war ibefore yon 
arrive, I entreat you to come quickly, liiis, and favewel.' 
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1S8 HIS STRATAGEM. 

The Captains Botzari and Tzavella called a council of their coun* 
trymen upon the receipt of this epistle. It was read before them, but 
yerj few were' dupes of its artifice and insincerity. They returned for 
answer that their warriors were always necessary at home for the de- 
fence of their country, but that anxious to oblige his highness and 
secure his friendship, they had given Captain Tzavella permission to 
lead out seventy palikars and attend him to victory. 

Ali, as soon as he received this force, that he might conceal his 
designs from all suspicion, began his march in the direction of Ar« 
gyro-Castro, but scarcely proceeded twenty miles before he halted 
and encamped. On such occasions it was a custom with the Suliots 
to exercise themselves in running, leaping, wrestling, and other 
manly sports ; and for this purpose, they had now unsuspectingly laid 
aside their arms, when orders were suddenly given to arrest them. 
All were immediately seized and bound with fetters, except three; 
two of these snatching up their weapons fought desperately till they 
fell covered with wounds, whilst the other, a man remarkably swift 
of foot, made his escape, unhurt by a thousand shots that were fired 
after him, swam over the river Kalamas, and directing his course to 
3uli, arrived in time to put his countrymen upon their guard against 
their insidious enemy. 

In fact, the pasha made his appearance in thdr district the very 
day after, with his whole army. But finding the Suliots advised of 
his intentions, and fully prepared to give him a warm reception, he 
deferred his attack until he could try the efiect of artifice and deceitful 
negotiation. Having ordered Captain Tzavella to be brought into his 
presence, he promised him the most ample rewards upon condition of 
his procuring the submission of the republic, with the horrible alter- 
native of being flayed alive if his fellow-citizens continued obstinate 
in their opposition. ^* Release me from my fetters then," said Tza- 
vella, ^^ for my countrymen will never submit whilst I am in your 
power/' Ali however, too wary to let his prey escape him thus. 
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demanded what security he would give for his return if his mission 
should prove unsuccessful. ^^ My only son Foto, who is a thousand 
times dearer to me, and more valuable to his country, than my own 
life.'' Upon these conditions Tzavella was released, and an equal 
number of Albanians and Suliots met at the bottom of the moun- 
tain to exchange the prisoners. 

As soon as the chief arrived in Suli he convoked all the other 
captains in council, explained fully the conduct and motives of the 
pasha, assured them that they had nothing to hope from his promises 
or his clemency, exhorted them to prepare for a vigorous defence, and 
be under no concern for him or his family, every member of which 
would feel a pride in sacrificing his hfe for the safety of his country. 
In the mean time he contrived to gain a delay for the purposes of 
defence, by protracting negotiations with the pasha ; and not before 
Suli was armed at all points did he transmit the following letter to the 
tyrant 

** 'AX4 Hodi, xSLMfOfiai iir9 cyAotfa tra Hikutr* '^Ec/ioc iHif rh iMfevreOmi ri)v Torplia ftm Ivavrtw 
ItC cHft Kkifngy' 'O vi6£ fw ^ikti dinddrttf iyit 6fMK dmXwlwtfQ ^£kMt tdv bciuc^cv TepUr ra dwcOdy^^ 
UwouH Tipffiot, ffod^c ivirOf dikmr ^itvf, 6rt cc/iat IkoitXayxyot «aripoc> fu rd rd ^wrlatria riy 
h6r /M 3ict rir tt9K6r fui \vr^ii6y* dwoKptyofiai tri (kv ivi irdpfc ri fiw^^ ^Xuq 9Kot^wu tqv hih p» 
§d ri MKoiwor rfc fafuKUt^ fw, c&i t^q evfAitarpudrac fim* T6n Bh &d ^fjLjropffcv yk Midiiw riy 
Aoydr^ nr dpii^ (ky yiffiiar«#fie>', ^iku ix** i^XXa irai&d* j^ yify&ucd /in tiyat via' 'Eay 6 Wc futf vioQ 
k4&^ Iiycu Hy fUy€t IvxopcTiiftiyoc vh dv^iaadf iuL r^ irarp/^rvy &vrdc Hy Icycu A^ioq yk {H^ap, xiu 
yh yyttpHtTOi, ^ Wc fJM^ iiifn iqUmi yk 6yofi&Cfrat ^^coc Mc r^c *£XX^3bc mrpi^ fiaCf idy jii 
ywvatinfru Hy Iwoflpti riy iay&rw. Upox^bfniaai "Xotitiy, (kirmf Ii^loi kyvir6fUtyos yd &iiucfi^A' 

"Eyj^ 6 Afjm9iUyo£ ^x^p^C ^ 
Katntky A^irpoc T{a^ AXac* 



TRANSLATION. 



" Ali Pasha, I rejoice that I have deceived a deceiver. I am here 
to defend my country against a robber. My son is doomed to death, 
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but I will desperately avenge him before I die. Some Turks, like 
yourself, will say that I am a merciless father to sacrifice my child for 
my own liberation. I answer, that if you had taken the mountain 
you would have massacred my son with all the rest of my family 
and my countrymen. In that case I could not have revenged his 
death. If we are victorious, I shall have other children ; my wife 
is young. If my boy be not willing, young as he is, to sacrifice himself 
for his country, he is not worthy to live or to be acknowledged as a 
child of mine ; nw ought he to be named as a worthy son of Greece, 
unless he can meet death with fortitude. Advance then, thou traitor, 
I am impatient for revenge ; I, your sworn enemy, 

•* Captain Lambro Tjbavella/* 

The pasha, as it may be supposed, was highly indignant at this answer 
and die £stilure of his insidious schemes. He did not liowever put the 
boy to death, but sent him to loannina, to be confined there with the 
rest of his countrymen. On his arrival he was brought into the pre- 
sence of All's chief minister Mahomet Effendi, and his son Vely, who 
put his constancy to the proof by informing him that they had received 
the pashas orders to roast him alive. ^^ Have you ?" replied the undaunt* 
ed youth. " Then if ray father amqners he will serre you the same." 
His heroic answer pleased Vely, who is by no means of a cruel dispo* 
sition, and Foto was merely sent into confinement at one of the monas- 
teries of the iskfid. 

In the mean time the pasha prepared to attack Suli by force of 
arms ; though an occurrence had well nigh taken place which would have 
rid the Suliots at once of this dangerous enemy. A band of these brave 
mountaineers, to the number of 200, having learned that Ali was en- 
camped with his body-guard alone at ^ome little distance from his 
main army, marched out with a firm determination to take him, alive 
or dead : but the pasha was informed of the plot by a traitor to the 
cause, and removed his head-quarters to a place of safety : the dis- 
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covery however animated his fury to such a pitch that he gave orders 
to enter the defiles, and put his troops immediately in motion. 

The Suliots were obliged to retreat before superior numbers from 
their southern frontiers in the district called Laka, which lies towards 
Arta and Prevesa, The Turks pursued them with great spirit down 
the valley of the Acheron, but received a check at the pass of Klis- 
sura, being there met with such volleys of musketry from the fortress 
of Tichos by which it is commanded, as well as from behind the 
rocks and precipices, that the passage became nearly choked up 
by their dead bodies. The pasha, who had taken his station upon one 
of the opposite mountains called. Bogoritza, observed a strange confu- 
sion amongst his troops, and sent to inquire the cause : when it was 
told him he was unable to restrain his fury, but ordered the tower to be 
taken at any expence, offering various rewards, and one of 500 purses to 
that man who should first enter Kako-Suli. The Albanians now fought 
like lions under the inspection of their chief and upon the strength of 
his promises ; but the pass of ThemiopylaB itself could not have been 
more bravely defended than was Klissura by Uie gallant Snliots, who had 
this advantage on their side, that they fought under cover of the rocks, 
huge fragments of which were hurled down upon their assailants by the 
very women and children. The Albanians now fell in such numbers 
that the dead bodies formed, as it were, a wall between the combatantSt 
and choked up the pass : the ammunition of the ISkiliots at length be- 
gan to fail, their fire slackened, and fresh troops of th^ enemies con- 
stantly succeeding, they retired towiirds Kial^. The Turks did not 
wait to carry the fortress of Tichos, but leaving it in their rear, set up 
the yell of war and rushed after the Suliots, whilst the pasha, viewing 
all these actions from his position through a telescope, was already in 
imagination master of the capital. In this attack Pronio Ag^ of Para^ 
mithia, a man of great courage and gigantic stature, who was attended 
to the war by several of his sons, all noted warriors, highly distinguished 
himself: so also did Hassan Zapari, the most powerful bey of Margariti, 
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a large Turkish town in the district of Tzamouria. Kiafia was soon 
found to be untenable by the Suliots ; it was therefore deserted by all 
the inhabitants^ who took refuge in their inaccessible mountains^ whilst 
the troops of the republic, followed by the pasha's army, retreated 
towards Kako-Suli. The great fort of Aghia Paraskevi upon Kunghi, 
which commands the Tripa, a deep chasm between Kiafia and the capi- 
tal, was at this time so thinly garrisoned as to be unable to intercept 
the pursuers ; and Suli would have been lost but for an act of fe- 
male valour which well deserves comparison with that of Telesilla and 
her Argives. The heroine Mosco arming all her female warriors^ 
rushed out of the town sword in hand, stopped the retreat of husbandii 
and brethren, headed them in a valiant attack upon the assailants, who 
were nearly breathless by their pursuit up these steep acclivities, and in 
a moment turned the tide of war. The Albanians in their turn 
retreated and fled; the garrison of Paraskevi^ which had received a 
number of fugitives, made a sally to increase their confusion ; heaps of 
stones, which stood ready piled upon the edges of the precipices, were 
rolled down upon the flying foe, who were again intercepted at the 
foot of Tichos and almost annihilated : hundreds of dead bodies were 
rolled into the bed of the Acheron, whose torrent was encumbered with 
the slain and whose waters were dyed with blood. 

Arrived at this tower Mosco discovered the body of her favourite 
nephew, a youth of great promise, who had been killed in the first 
attack of the position. Animated with a desire of vengeance at this 
sight, she kissed the pale lips of the corpse, and crying out, ^^ Since I 
have not arrived in time to save thy life, I will yet avenge thy death,'' 
she called on the Suliots to follow her example, and led them like a 
tigress that has lost her whelps, against those troops of the enemy who 
remained about the pasha in the upper regions of the valley. These 
being dispirited and terrified by the fate of their companions, took im- 
mediately to flight, and were pursued by the victorious Suliots as far as 
the village of Vareatis, which ia within seven hours of loanoina ; they 
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lost all their baggage, ammunition, and arms, which were thrown away 
in the flight, besides an immense number of prisoners, whose ransom 
served to enrich the conquerors. Ali himself killed two horses in his 
precipitate escape, and when he arrived at his capital he shut himself 
up in his harem for several days, where he admitted no one to his pre- 
sence except a few of his most confidential friends^. 

Scarcely a thousand men returned from this expedition with their 
arms : about 6000 are said to have been slain or taken prisoners, and 
the other 3000 having been dispersed over the woods and mounfainst 
did not collect together again at loannina before the expiration of 
several weeks. Ali having now given up the conquest of Suli as hope* 
less for the present, entered into negotiation with its citizens and con<» 
eluded a peace upon condition of ceding to them possession of their 
acquired territory as far as Dervitziand, of restoring his seventy pri-« 
soners, together with Tzavella's son, and of paying a very large sum as 
a ransom for his captive troops. The beys of Paramithia and Marga- 
riti, who had been induced by his wiles to assist in this war, made a 
separate treaty, by which they bound themselves in future to become 
allies instead of enemies to the republic. 

About this time the political horizon became darkened with the har- 
bingers of those storms and tempests that so long convulsed every state 
in Europe. French revolutionists were very busy around Ali ; great 
hopes were held out to make him throw off the yoke of obedience to 
the Porte and assume the independent sovereignty of Epirus ; and it is 
supposed that one of his chief reasons for attacking Suli was, that he 
might, in case of revolt, have estabhshed himself in so impregnable a 
fortress. Failing however in his projects, he became wary of his new 
friends, and was too crafty to commit himself with his own govern- 
ment before he had sufficiently consolidated his power : his great aim 
was to dispossess the Venetians of their settlements upon the coast ; for 
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he plainly saw that whilst these afforded a rendezvous to the discon- 
tented who fled from his government, as well as arms and ammunition 
to his enemies, he never could raise that fabric of power of which he 
had already laid the foundation : but as yet be had neither means nor 
opportunity : many powerful independent clans were interposed be- 
tween them and his territories : he had no marine, nor the means of 
fomiing one : he had no ports, except one for small craft at Salagora on 
the gulf of Arta ; neither had he the power of protecting the small share 
of commerce which he possessed; for the politic Venetians had procured 
a clause to be inserted in their treaty with the Porte, that no subject of 
that state should build a fort within a mile of the Ionian coast, nor 
sail with any armed vessel through the channel of Corfu. In tliis state 
of things he armed himself, as he knows well how to do upon occasion, 
with patience: his penetrating mind could clearly foresee the future 
disunion of political engagements and the distraction of foreign powers. 
He determined therefore to wait for the appointed time, and instead of 
ftcting in opposition to his government, to use it as the chief instru- 
ment of his aggrandizement, making his own acts of usurpation appear 
like its equitable claims or fair reprisals. 

In the mean time he turned his attention to the improvement of his 
capital, in which he laid the foundations of the new fort surrounding the 
palace of Litaritza, to the construction of roads for the greater facility of 
internal commerce, to the extirpation of robbers who at this time infested 
all parts of the country, to the formation of alliances with neighbouring 
chiefs, and most particularly to the accumulation of wealth, well know- 
ing the efficacy of that powerful engine which is not unaptly termed 
the sinews of war : his subjects however had no great reason to bless 
the ambitious designs of their ruler, being ground down by his oppres- 
ttve avanias, and put to great inconvenience by the diminution of the 
circulating medium : at present however he did not think proper to 
shew fully that severity of character which has since been displayed in 
so many acts of consummate cruelty. 
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At this time the convulsioDS of revolution agitated the whole conti- 
nent of Europe, and possessions soon began to change their masters. 
In 1797 Ali saw the Venetians driven from the Ionian islands and their 
continental dependencies, whilst the French flag waved upon the shores 
of Epirus^: this was the moment for which he had anxiously waited. 
Suspecting that the Great Republic entertained views against the totter- 
ing power of Turkey, which political circumstances at this time tended 
strongly to promote, he began to intrigue with its victorious general, 
and accordingly sent a confidential agent to Bonaparte's head quartere 
in the north of Italy. The French general, who had received accurate 
information respecting the character and conduct of the Albanian chief- 
tain, entered with alacrity into negotiations and proposed to make 
use of him as a powerful instrument in the promoticm of his ulterior 
designs. Thus these two great and crafty personages were now 
matched ; each anxious to deceive the other and turn him to his own 
particular advantage. The benefits which Ali received from this alli- 
ance were certain and immediate. He gained permission to sail with 
his flotilla through the channel of Corfu in spite of former treaties : he 
surprised the two independent towns of Aghio Vasili and Nivitza, 
massacred the poor inhabitants in church whilst they were celebrating the 
festival of our Lord's resurrection, and having thus established himself 
upon the sea coast opposite Corfti, in the midst of the most formidable, 
wealthy and independenttribesof Albania, was ready to seize upon every 
advantage that futurity might hold forth : in fact he very soon took 
possession of the important fishery at Santa Qnaranta as well as the 
large and excellent harbour of Porto Palermo, where he afterwards 
built a large fort, and thus drew, as it were, a cordon round the Pashalic 
of Delvino : at the same time his agents made a merit of these acts at 
Constantinople, by representing them as done solely for the advantage 



* The Ionian isles, together with the continentBl towns of Prevesa, Voniissa, Bvtiinto, PAJ|;a, ao4 
Gomenizza, were placed under the dominion of the French Republic by the treaty of Campo Fonnio. 
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of the Porte and the subjugation of infidels ; All himself confirmed their 
report by paying tribute to the Sultan for every place he conquered, 
and acknowledging the feudal tenure under which he held the 
government. 

Still further to ingratiate himself with his sovereign he headed his 
contingent of Albanian troops, joined the Grand Vizir in his campaign 
against the rebel Paswan Oglou, and highly distinguished himself in 
the unsuccessful attack of Vidin. An anecdote is related of him at this 
period which clearly shews the line of conduct he had resolved to pur- 
sue with regard to his flattering but insidious court. The Grand Vizir, 
under pretence of bestowing public approbation upon his conduct, 
requested his attendance in full divan. Ali, conscious how much 
more he merited the bowstring than half the victims upon whom that 
punishment has fallen, went boldly, but surrounded the vizir's tent with 
six thousand faithful Albanians : as might be expected, his reception was 
courteous, but the conference was short. Soon after this event he re- 
ceived intelligence of the invasion of £gypt and the probable rupture 
between France and Turkey. Ever anxious to turn the course of 
events to his own advantage, and conjecturing that another transfer of 
the Ionian islands might possibly take place, he returned in great haste 
to loimnina, leaving his eldest son Mouchtar in command of his troops. 
As was foreseen, the Porte declared war against the French republic, 
and a combined armament of the Russians and Turks was prepared to 
wrest the seven inlands from a power which had shewn evident inten- 
tions of making this a focus from whence European Turkey might be 
attacked. Ali however, before he took part against his French allies, 
was anxious to know in what state of defence the Ionian government 
stood, and whether it was capable of resisting the force about to be 
employed against it ; for this purpose, under pretence of giving some 
important information to the commandant of Corfu he requested a 
conference with the Adjutant General Rosa, naming him because he 
had resided for a long time at loannina, had married a wife in that city, 
$ 
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and was a personal acquaintance. The place of conference was at 
a small dogana, or custom-house, near the town of Philates : having 
there gained from the general all the information possible by fair 
means, he extorted by torture a declaration of the defenceless state 
to which the French in the islands were reduced ; after which he dis- 
patched him to Constantinople, under plea of his being a spy sent from 
Corfn to excite a revolt among the Albanians. Soon after his arrival 
at that city he died in consequence of his ill treatment. 

The information which Ali had thus gained decided his political con- 
duct : pretending a vehement zeal for the good of his country and the 
honour of the ereseent, he offered a cordial co-operation with the allied 
powers, by undertaking the reduction of the ex-Venetian towns upon 
the continent, and his offer was unfortunately accepted. 

The three great powers at this time engaged in active operations 
against France, were England, Russia, and Turkey. The plan pur- 
sued by them in the Ionian Sea deviated a little from its original des- 
tination, it was at first resolved that Russia and Turkey should act 
together in Egypt, and that England should take upon herself alone the 
task of expelling the French from their Septinsular possesions; in 
consequence of which arrangement instructions were sent out to 
Lord Nelson to dispatch a division of his fleet for this service under 
the command of the gallant Sir Sidney Smith. Proclamations wero 
issued by his lordship inviting the islanders to take up arms in vin- 
dication of their rights and liberty, whilst a strong exhortation to the 
same effect was procured from the Patriarchof Constantinople, and ex- 
tensively circulated. The expedition was on the point of sailing when 
the scheme was disconcerted by the cunning policy of one of the con- 
federates. The Russians ever on the alert to seize any opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves on this theatre and of amalgamating them* 
selves with the cause of Greece, waited only till they had obtained a 
passage through the straits of the Dardanelles before they declared 
their intention of sailing immediately for the Ionian Isles instead of 
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Egypt ; and this they did under pretext of many strong invitations sent 
them by the inhabitants, who desired liberatioaand protection at the 
hands of a nation which professed the same religious faith as them- 
selves : but that it was only a pretext, appeared evident from the 
circumstance that greatest part of their crews and land forces in the 
expedition, both officers and men, were composed of Greeks. It 
was however now too late for the other allies to raise objections 
and hazard a rupture. The English squadron was cheerfully dispatch- 
ed to the shores of Egypt, since our interests were much more con- 
cerned in that quarter, and the Porte, though duped, determined to 
yield with a good grace and to accompany the Russian fleet with a 
portion of its own, though they sent the greatest part to co-operate 
with the British admiral. 

Long before the arrival of the allied fleets in these seas, Ali who had 
his own interest alone in view, determined to commence operations. I 
have before mentioned that the strongest and most advantageous of 
all the ex- Venetian towns upon his coast was Prevesa ; a city which is 
now the key of his marine, the Portsmouth of Albania. To prepare 
this place for an easy surrender he had long employed all his talents, 
craft, and ingenuity; the principal agents in his secret treacheries 
were, shame to say ! a Christian bishop, and Captain Botzari, that 
distinguished Suliot whom we have before seen fighting brave- 
ly on the side of liberty and honour ! By the first of these instru- 
ments he sowed dissensions among the Prevesans and gained over 
with deceitful promises a large party to his interests, persuading them 
that their good and the destruction of the French were his only objects : 
by the second he procured a free passage for his troops, all of whom 
might have been intercepted and cut to pieces in the dangerous defiles 
of the Cassopaean mountains. If indeed the Suliots 'had taken ad- 
vantage of this opportunity, when Ali was engaged with Prevesa and 
the regular troops of France, they might have crushed that viper from 
whose deadly fangs they have since suffered so grievously. 
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The detention of one of his brigs sailing into the gulf of Arta, unless 
the storjy as some believe, was forged for the purpose, gave the pasha 
a nominal pretext for attacking his former allies. Rapid in execution 
as he is quick in design, he put his army, consisting of about 5000 men, 
instantly in motion, and gave the command to his son Mouchtar. The 
unfortunate Prevesans, taken unprepared, had scarcely time to send 
their famiUes and moveable property to the neighbouring islands; whilst 
many actually discrediting the report of the pasha's approach retained 
them unfortunately at home. General Salsette however, who com- 
manded the French garrison, had better information, and summoned 
the principal citizens to take into consideration measures of defence : 
at this council it was determined, under the joint influence of ignorance 
and treachery, to throw up works and defend the Isthmus of Nicopolis, 
over which it was necessary for the Albanians to march in their ap- 
proach to Prevesa. A great portion of the people seconded the deter* 
mination with ardour, and applied themselves to the fortification of this 
* Plain of Victory :' unfortunately the engineer officer who had thedi* 
rection of the works died within a few days of their commencement, 
and scarcely time was left to throw up two weak redoubts, before the 
pasha's troops appeared, covering the range of hills that rises to the 
north of Nicopolis. 

Expedition is the very soul of Ali's warfare ; having ordered his tent 
to be fixed upon an eminence, whence he could see all the operations, 
>and where the tent of Augustus probably stood before an action of 
much greater importance in the affairs of the world, he gave orders for 
the attack of the French and Prevesans in their position. The Alba- 
nian infantry set up the yell of war, and poured down from the heights 
upon their intimidated foes, whilst Mouchtar charged the French 
troops in one of the redoubts at the head of his cavalry: these 
latter capitulated after an honourable resistance, but the wretched 
Prevesans were soon routed and driven in precipitate flight towards 
the city : it was entered at the same moment by the pursuers and 
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pursued, and given up to all the horrors that could proceed from a sa- 
vage and infuriated soldiery, who continued the scenes of murder, rape, 
and pillage during this and the succeeding day^. Whatever excuse 
Ali might endeavour to make for this gratification of \"engeance, in the 
impracticability of restraining his soldiers and breaking those promises 
which he made to them before the expedition, his most zealous partisans 
would find it difficult to frame one for the inhuman act which it be- 
comes our duty now to relate. On the third day after the victory, his 
Episcopal ally undertook a mission to Vonizza, which lies in a beautiful 
recess of the Ambracian Gulf, whose inhabitants he persuaded to sub* 
mit to the pasha and to cut off the heads of four Frenchmen who lay 
sick in the hospital. With this bloody present he was returning to his 
master, when he found at the punta or point at the other side of the bay 
opposite Prevesa, a multitude of poor wretches who had escaped from 
the slaughter and were hiding themselves, half-naked and famished, 
among the bushes that cover the spot. The unfortunate creatures 
crowded round him and entreated his good offices with the pasha. 
These he promised, gave them great consolation in the assurance of sue* 
cess, and advised them to return with him to Prevesa. Accordingly 
they accompanied him, contrary to the warning voice of a benevolent 
Turk who happened to be present, and who knew intimately the cha- 
racter of him they were about to trust. On their arrival at the city, 
they were, in spite of promises and assurances, thrown into prison 
by the inexorable Ali, and next day transported with about two 
hundred more victims across the gulf of Arta to his dogana of Sala* 
gora, there to sufier death in cold blood by the hands of an execu- 
tionerf ; the only criminal act imputed to them being their union with 

^ n r« I I - I - - - ■ ' "-^ '-*- r I i i - - - 

* Had Prev«M been defended, as it ought to have been, under its own walls, such a check might 
have been given to Ali as would have induced many places to revolt against him, or at any rate have 

Ken time for the snooonrs to arrive whidi were actoiuiy on their way from Santa Manra under a gal- 
t young Prevesan captain named Cristachi, and which were only detained by a contrary wind. 
t it is but justice to the bishop to say that this massacre, which he little expected, lay so heavy on 
lua mind, that be took advantage of a mission upon which he was soon after sent by Ali to Corfu, to de- 
sert his patron and his native country : nor was the pasha ever able to induce him by any offers or bribes 
toietonl. 
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the French in opposing his occupation of their city. I was informed 
of a singular instance of self-command and presence of mind connected 
with this massacre that is deserving of record. 

One Gerasimo Sanguinazzo, a native of Ithaca, happening at this 
time to reside at Santa Maura, and being informexl that his brother 
and cousin, inhabitants of Prevesa, had been included in tiie num* 
ber of these victims^ collected a considenibie sum of money upon 
his own responsibility and in a swift-rowing vessel set out instantly for 
Prevesa : there throwing himself at the feet of the pasha and offering^ 
him his wealth as a ransom, he procured a pardon for his relations 
from the tyrant who was assured in his own mind that they were beyond 
the reach of human mercy. Nevertheless a bouyourdee was signed 
for their release, and Gerasimo, whose boat was in readiness, departed 
with all possible speed. Arrived at Salagora, he fuand, as the pasha 
had «xpected^ that the work of death was nearly complete ; and the 
ghastly beads of those wlio had been so dear to him lay wekeriiig 
with 300 others ki a pool of blood : about ten of these unibrtunate 
Prevesans however were still alive, and waiting their doom; the 
wrists of the executioner being so much swollen by his exertions that 
it was with difficulty he could perform his bloody office* With adk 
mirable promptitude and presence of mind Gerasimo ^^ept forward^ 
presented his bouyourdee to the officer of the guard, and claimed 
two of these persons, whom be pointed out, for his brother and bis 
cousin : they were delivered to him on the spot, and carried baek ia 
safety to Santa Maura. 

This island^ very soon after tlie capture of Prevesa, was in imminent 
danger from the designs of Ali : had be once gained possessicm it would 
have been extremely difficult for any power to have recovered it from 
his grasp. It was saved by one of those singular and surprising inci* 
dents which are beyond all human calculation. Whilst the fleet of 
the Russians, who were as dilatory in their movements as Ali was ex- 
peditious, made a long delay about the islands of Ccrigo and Zaate, be 
3 
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suddenly appeared upon the strand of Play a, which is opposite the 
city of Santa Maura, with all his army, and summoned it to an imme- 
diate surrender ; threatening to treat it like Prevesa in case it should 
provoke his attack. Fear operating with dissensions among the citi- 
zens induced many of them to promote his wishes, and the French 
garrison had great difficulty in preventing a revolt. In the mean time 
Giovanni Vlassopulo, a Greek captain in the Russian service, having 
been dispatched by Admiral Uczakoff in a swift sailing vessel to 
arrest the small French garrison upon the isle of Ithaca, accidentally 
heard the dangers to which Santa Maura was exposed. As soon 
therefore as he had executed his commission, instead of returning to 
the fleet, he set sail in a contrary direction, and arrived just in time to 
intercept Ali's flotilla, which had taken about fifty boats full of 
miserable Prevesans, who were endeavouring to make their escape to 
Santa Maura and the other islands. With prompt decision he ran 
alongside the commandant of the flotilla, threw himself on board 
dressed in his Russian uniform, and through the medium of an inter- 
preter, commanded the release of all the boats, and the restoration of 
their property, under threats of the Russian admiral's displeasure, llie 
commandant, taken by surprise, compUed instantly with these orders, 
and Vlassopulo accompanied the fugitives to a place of safety ; after 
this he hastened to Santa Maura, and stopped the pasha's operations 
by a similar manoeuvre, whilst he was engaged in the very act of 
stipulating with the inhabitants for an unconditional surrender. No 
failure in his schemes ever annoyed Ali so mucli as this : he still con- 
tinues to think, or pretends to think, that he has an undoubted right 
to the possession of this island, and I know some persons to whom he 
has declared, that he keeps an agreement signed by its inhabitants for 
a surrender, next his heart, and that he will keep it there till his dying 
hour. 

The place to which the pasha turned his views for consolation in his 
disappointment was Parga, a name, at the very mention of which every 
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Englishman must now feel the blush of shame tingle on his cheek : but 
of this hereafter. He had written a letter to the primates of this 
place immediately after the storming of Prevesa, demanding their sub- 
mission to his authority ; receiving no answer to this he dispatched a 
second epistle, to which the Parghiotes returned a firm and spirited 
reply, rejecting his overtures, and despising his threats: they more- 
over entered into a league, offensive and defensive, with the Suliots, 
who had by this time seen their folly in trusting to so deceitful an 
enemy^ ever most dangerous when he seemis most pacific. In the 
mean time the islands had all fallen before the combined forces of 
Russia and Turkey, and Ali, foiled in his attempts upon Parga, car- 
ried the smaller towns of Gomenitza and Butrinto, at which latter 
place the French garrison, as it retired, blew up the fort. 

In March 1800, a treaty was concluded between Russia and 
Turkey, by which the independence of the Ionian republic was gua- 
ranteed, under protection of the former power, upon payment of an 
annual tribute of 75,000 piastres to the Ottoman Porte, whilst the 
continental dependencies were all annexed to the dominions of the 
Sultan, except Parga, whose citizens, in spite of leagues and treaties, 
continued to preserve their freedom, in the spirited determination to 
fall only under the ruins of their citadel. The following are the terms 
which tended to lighten the yoke of servitude imposed upon the three 
other cities. 

That the same privileges relating to religious worship, and the ad- 
ministration of justice, which prevail in Moldavia and Valachia, shall 
be preserved to them. That no Mahometan shall be allowed to 
settle or acquire property in them, but it shall be lawful to establish 
in them a governor, who must absolutely be of the Mahometan reli- 
gion. That the inhabitants shall have free intercourse with the 
islands, permission to rebuild their churches, construct new ones, and 
ring their bells without any interruption. That the Porte shall exact 
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a moderate tribute from the rayahs of these places, not exceeding that 
which was paid to the Venetian republic, and in consideration of the 
calamities they have suffered, no tribute at all shall be demanded for 
the two first years after the signature of this convention. 

This destiny at first sight may not appear a very hard one, but in fact 
it was soon felt otherwise ; for it opened a door, as might have been 
foreseen, to all the enormities which have since ensued, in the solemn 
transfer of Christian states to an infidel power that respects ^neither 
oaths nor treaties, when made with the professors of a different 
religious faith. The advantages thus gained by Turkey were strong- 
ly suspected to have been procured by bribery, and these suspi- 
cions were not a little strengthened by the cfismissal of the Russian 
envoy from the councils of the emperor, who it is thought would have 
refused to ratify the treaty had he not been alarmed at the vast prepa- 
rations making by England at this time for the expedition against 
Copenhagen, and perceived that it was his interest to caress the Porte. 
The <Ad Count Capo d' Istria, chief deputy from the islands to the 
eoart of Constantinople, was also believed to have had far too great 
a share in these disgraceful transactions, and was looked upon with 
such an evil eye on this account in his native place, that when the 
rebellion broke out in 1803 at Corfu, his life would have been sacrificed 
to the popular indignation, and his house burnt to the ground, but for 
the intercession of the British resident, who saved both. 

Ali was now obliged to withdraw his troops from these continental 
dependencies; but he conceived a hatred on that account against 
the Russians, the flame of which has never been extinguished in his 
bosom : this was not a little augmented by Admiral Uezakoff, who 
procured the restoration of the pashalic of Delvino to Mustafi^ its 
former ruler, from whom it had been lately taken by the Porte and 
given to Ali. This ambitious chieftain, however, was now gratified 
by the 'public thanks of his sovereign for his eminent services, as 
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well as by a present of the Kdich-Caflan^ a fine ermine pelisse, and 
a sword richly decorated with brilliants; and, to complete his ele- 
vation, he was made Rumelie-Valisee, or viceroy of Rumelia, an 
office which confers upon its bearer the high title of Vizir. His re* 
sidence was now fixed at Monastir, a large city about one day's 
journey west of the Lake of Ochrida. This unfortunate place he 
pillaged in the most scandalous manner, not only levying heavy con- 
tributions upon the inhabitants, but actually carrying away their 
very implements of household furniture, which he sent to his stores in 
loannina and Tepeleni. Amongst the plunder, as I was informed, 
were twelve beautiful busts of bronze, eleven of which have been 
oarbarously melted down ; but the twelfth was fortunately rescued, 
and is now in England. Ali at that time was no connobseur in the fine 
arts. 

At the place of his birth he built a fine seraglio, with an immense 
tower in the garden, wherein he deposited, and still continues to 
deposit, his wealth, keeping the keys constantly in his own possession. 
Those treasures, upon which he placed his great reliance for future 
success, were augmented by the most rigorous and cruel avanias upon 
every district over which his authority as derven*pasha extended. 
His extortions were so terrible that if he had held his viceregal office 
long, it is thought all this part of European Turkey would have risen 
in open rebellion. 

Upon his return to loannina he determined to recommence opera- 
tions against the Suliots, several of whose chief families had proved 
accessible to his arts and bribery. Tzavella had been dead some 
years, but the glory of his race was nobly upheld by young Foto, 
who, under the guidance and example of his mother, the heroine 
Mosco, had grown up into the most perfect palikar that modem 
Greece could boast, distinguishing himself not more by his signal acts 
of courage, his success in audacious enterprises, his strength of 
body improved by temperance and hardships, his Achillean swiftness 
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of foott kis es(pertneg3 at the naark, and alt those other qualities 
wittch are so acboirable in tho ojo^ of a rude and warliike people, 
than by hb sagacity, acuteness^ generosity of dUposition, acKl above 
aU» by his honour and good faiths in which he oMy put to shame many 
hieroes of oiore polished nations. 

AU's resolution to subdue SuU waa not a Uttfe strengthened by its. 
intima:te conoexion with Parga and CoHu, affording meaas to the 
Russians for sowing dissienaions in his states^ stirring up a spirit of 
hostility against his power, and dispersing ams and ammunitioa 
amongst his enemies. His principal reliance wa» upon the effect of 
his bribery and the e^cartions of the traiitor iUNUwi and hia £ara» 
which had been corrupted through hi« influe»CQ^ This man had: 
greatly distingiwhed himself in the fora^r war, and from his age and 
experience, was looked upon by his countrymen as head of the re* 
public. But as the terror of the Suliot name wajs great tbrot^hout 
Albania, and the remembrance of former defeats not yet obli;terated 
from the minds of his people, Ali thought it advisable to inteiesit 
them^ if possible^ by some stronger motivea than those of conquest or 
vevenge^ To this end he convoked an assembly of agik and beysit 
the chiefs of his allies in the eiwuing war, at lotmnina^ There, wbea 
they were met togcth^ in the castroo^ he pcoduced the Koraa and a 
venerable sheik, or minister of religion, whoi undeitook to interpret 
several of its obscure passages as prophetical of the pnMoat state of 
Albafiia, and ifibdicating theii success in the appeoaehing contest: 
they were exhorted to enter upon it with that enthusiastic aeal wbjph 
distinguished the first Ottoman conqueroirs^ whilst liie rewasd^ c^ 
victory and the gleries of mftrtypdom were placed before their eyea in 
the most glowing coloura. 

^* Come, thov my agW n^ Ali^ rising iq[> 6w» his seat, ^^ as 
many as are true and fiuthfiii fbUbw^m^ of the Pr<^het, and wish to 
preserve both Hfe amd property;, lietr ua swear a solemn oath, invoking 
the QMne <^ Mahomet^ thati nothing but deaAh shall divert us from 
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wtittifig Up6A Su)i litttil that b^ttghty republic fkll beneath out 9ttnA.*' 
The essetbbly, urged kuoine by ffeat of the vieit than by faith in his 
pit)t^ke(;i6i^ bowed the head in token of cotnpUance, and took the oath 
which h6 teqair«d. 

AH ttoW lo»t iiO time ih eoU^ting together hk tt^^ tb thfe ttUmber 
Of about 16)000 di6il : having taken care to lipread abroad v&rious r^ 
potti, firbt that he ittti^hded to k&d tbetn agaiiist CoHiij next Against thie 
French in Egypt, and lastly against Santi MaUrft, he marched on a 
sudden agaittst Suli, took ^d pluttd^Ced teVerbl of its ^xt^ttaal dt^pen- 
dendes, And decupled ^very pass letuditig to its mouutain holds. The 
people were t^eh iti ft gteitt measure unprepaii^, having been de- 
ceived by the artidces of Bottarf, who had for soiuii time studiomty 

kept his felloW-'CitizettS iu iguorauce of Ali'^ Views, cohverting the 
revenues of th^ republic to the U^ of hiUiself ftnd \Ai friends, and 
ueglecting to purehsl^ 6tor^ atid AttamuUitiOil with the tUoUey he re- 
ceived for that purpose ftoth Russia i ttow on the Appearance of the 
enemy kt th^ fbot of the tUoUntdin this traitor de^rted with All the tneh 
Of his fefa to the Albafiian c&ttip. He -wM joyfidly received by Ali, 
whom he buoyed up with hopes tfakt Suli Would surrender on the first 
attack, deprived as if was of A leAder, and unprovided with All the 
means of defebce. The event however proved how little this base 
traitor and his employer knew WhAt an UneonqueiAble spirit of liberty 
is able to eflect. The rest of the Suliots, though deserted, did hot 
despair. They convoked a council of their CAptAins ; they Animated 
each other by the heroie deeds of their Ancestors, Whoiie VAlour hAd so 

ofteu been invindble ; and they determined, that ^ they hAd faithertd 
existed in freedom, they would enduM every e^tretnity before they ^ub^ 
mitred to the yoke. 

The principal leaders named in this war were Foto Tzavella, *Dimo 
Zerva» Diamante Zerva* OioTaiini Zerva^ Dime Dtttco, Cnnodica, 
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* Dimo is a diminiitiYe from Demetrio. 
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Giorgio Calespera, Chitzo Pandasi, Giannachi Sefo, Anastasio Cascari, 
and some others^ besides the amazon Mosco, and Samuel a caloyer or 
monk, a man of wild enthusiastic character, who ran about animating 
the citizens with a Bible in one hand and a sword in the other, cut- 
ting off heads and explaining texts or prophecies, but whose courage 
and patriotism were more conspicuous than his prudence and discre- 
tion. The number of Suliots enrolled for the defence of their country 
never exceeded at any time three thousand men. 

The army of the vizir marched from the district of Luro along the 
Ionian shore, and some skirmishing took place in the region of ancient 
Acherusia. The Suliots retreated before superior numbers, and the 
Albanians, setting up the yell of war, endeavoured in the pursuit to 
penetrate the great Acherontian chasm of Glyky. Here however they 
met with a most determined resistance ; the Suliots overwhelmed their 
advance with huge stones from the overhanging precipices, and thousands 
of unerring musket balls issued from behind rocks which screened the 
marksmen from the view of their enemy. Whilst the contest on this side 
was hottest, a large body of 3000 Albanian troops under the selictar or 
sword-bearer of the vizir, endeavoured to pour down upon the rear of 
the Suliots from the mountain Bogoritza, where they had lain in am- 
buscade. These were met by Foto Tzavella with about 200 of his 
bravest palikars and put to rout with great slaughter. T he vizir ^ ep 
gave o rders foy a retr ^t, after having lost about 500 of his men, whilst 
the whole loss of his enemies did not exceed twenty*. In his disap- 
pointment he ordered Captain Botzari to be brought into his presence, 
reproached him with bringing false intelligence and raising delusive 
hopes, and in the end commanded him to give a proof of sincerity and de- 
votion to the cause by heading his party of traitors against their valiant 



* It it scarcely pcwibk to coneeiye hov tke lews on each aide could be so difproportioDatey nor did I 
believe it myself until I saw the scenes of action, where numbers must have created confusion instead 
of being adtantage, and where the pwrty attacked had such a superiority from its power of conceal- 
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countrymen. Botzari, whose life or death depended upon the nod of 
Ally dare not refuse, although, as it easily may be supposed, be had 
but little heart for the service. Being well acquainted with all the 
passes of his native hills he led his band over the great summit called 
Raithovuni^ with the intent of falling upon Kiaflfa and Kako-Suli by 
surprise, whilst the troops of the vizir advanced to create a diversion 
and draw oflF the attention of the enemy. The enterprise however 
entirely failed : the Suliots were apprized of his approach, and whilst 
the main body of their forces kept Ali from penetrating the ravines, 
a small division met the traitors in their descent, put the greatest part of 
them to the sword, and drove the rest, with their infamous captain, 
fairly oflF their territories. This wretch died, as it is said, of griei and 
disappointment about five months after his defeat, an object of scorn 
and detestation to all parties, though some report that he hastened his 
own end by poison. Many skirmishes ensued after this affair, in which 
the Suliots were invariably successful, and the vizir suffered such losses 
in his army that he almost despaired of. the event. 

In the mean time the ancient spirit of Corcyrean sedition began to 
manifest itself in Corfii, the Russian and Ottoman interests were found 
to be totally at variance, and Ali did all in his power to promote and 
take advantage of this jealousy : he persuaded the Porte how necessary 
was the extension and consolidation of his own power in Epirus, to 
counteract the influence of the Russians in the islands, and prevent them 
from fomenting dissensions amongst the minor states. Plence he pro- 
cured a firman from his government ordering tiassan Bey of Margariti, 
Pronio Aga of Paramithia, and several other independent chi^s, to assist 
him in his conquests ; whereas it was their interest, as it was the secret 
wish of their hearts, to have leagued tpgether for his annihilation. 

Two of these agds, Pronio of Paramithia and Mahmout Daliani of 
Konispoli, were obliged to lead 1500 men in a grand attack which AH 
now meditated. The vizir himself encamped at Lippa near the sources 
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of the Acheron, sending about half his army to Cestruni (the ancient 
district of Cestrine) under his favourite general named Mustafi Ziguri. 
Against these forces the gallant Foto Tsavella marched with a 
body of Suliots, few indeed in number but all animated with pa- 
triotic ardour and burning for revenge upon their invaders. Hav- 
ing advanced within a short distance from the vanguard of the 
Albanians they laid an ambuscade, which they managed very adroitly 
from their perfect knowledge of the country, and then sent forward 
a few of their swiftest palikars to insult and provoke the enemy : this 
conduct had the effect desired ; the Albanians, irritated by their taunts^ 
ran swiftly after them, fell into the ambuscade and perished without 
having seen their enemies. The report of musketry reaching the ears 
of Ziguri, he hastened to the encounter, and as he approached the am^ 
buscade waving his sword and encouraging his men, a shot from the 
musket of Tzavella pierced his heart and he fell dead upon the spot. 
An incident of this kind is very apt to strike with consternation the 
troops of a semi-barbarous people : a sudden panic spread itself from 
rank to rank, when a general volley from the Suliots and a fearful shout 
raised as a prelude to victory, put them all to flight and occasioned a 
loss in killed and prisoners that far exceeded in numbers the sum total 
of their antagonists* 

The visir indignant at this defeat upbraided his troops with pusilla- 
nimity and ordered a general attack on the morrow, that they might have 
an opportunity of wiping away their disgrace. The Suliots however 
were apprised of his design by their secret iriend Pronio of Paramithia, 
and were advised by him, if they wished to escape the dang^, that they 
should muster all their forces and boldly meet the foe already dispirited 
by his late disasters. The republic followed this judicious counsel, 
and placed the flower of their army under the iMimmand of its two 
best captains, Tsavella and Diroo Draco. These excellent and expe- 
rienced offic^^ led their forces through the defiles of the Cassop«an 
mountains, and came right upon the line of the enemy in his advance: 
at this CDoment a tremendous shower of hail poured down, which was 
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driven by the wind into the faces of the Albanians. The Suliots 
taking advantage of the moment, descended with terrific shouts upon 
their assailants, who scarcely stood the shock, but throwing away their 
arms, fled with precipitation over the mountains, where great num- 
bers fell into the hands of their pursuers ; the main body rested not 
till it arrived, after immense loss, at the corps of reserve under AH at 
Lippa. 

The vizir, now totally di«pirited, and diespairing to conquer Suli by 
assault, determined to after bis manner of warfare, and proceed ac- 
cording to the oiethod of blockade. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Alt turns the Skge of Suli into a Blockade — Brave Action of the SuliotSf 
in which Foto TzaveUa is wounded — Stratagem of the Suliots — 
Treachery of AH — Letter of the Suliots — Proposal of AH to purchase 
Suli — Answer of the Suliots — Attempt made to bribe Dimo Zervay but 
fails — Distress of the Suliots — Assistance sent by the French — Effects 
of Famine — Supplies gained by a desperate Effort — Tm SuHot Captains 
yield to the Vizir's Bribes — One of them repents — Stratagem of Stri- 
vinioti — -Confederacy of the Tzamouriot Beys against AH — H&w 
dissolved — AH joins the Army of the Grand Vizir agaifist Paswan 
Oghu — Endeavours to impose upon the Stiliots at his Return — Per- 
suades them to banish Foto TzaveUa — Foto goes to loannina — Thrown 
into Prison there — Attack of the Fortress of Villa by the Sidiots — The 
• Vizir ^ indignant at their Valour^ collects a vast Army under the Com- 
mand of his Son Vely — Kiaffa taken — Foto TzaveUa being released^ 
returns to his Country — Last Action of the Suliots — Kako-SuH sur- 
renders — People emigrate — Treacherous Conduct of the AUmnians — 
Suliots attacked — Affair of Zalango— Desperate Revenge of Samuel 
the Calayer — Suliots again attacked — Affair of Rhiniasa — Action at 
Vurgareli — Emigration of the Suliots — Sang of SuU — Story of the 
Traitor Palasca — Ali*s Quarrel with the Beys of Tzamouria — SuHots 
return from Corfuy in hopes of recovering their Mountains — lU treated^ 
and regain the Islands — Enter the Russian Service — AH alarmed at 
the Progress of the French Arms in Dalmatia — Recovers the goodwill 
of Bonaparte — French Consul established in Albania — AH gains 
Pashalics for his two Sons by the Interest of Sebastiani — Rupture 
between Turkey and Russia — AH reoccupies the Continental Depends 
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encies of the Seven Islands — Ruins Prevesa — Receives Artillety-men 
and Stores from his French AUies — Colonel Vaudoncourt is sent to Ali 
— His Opinion of the Vizir — Fortifies Prevesa — Joint Insurrection of 
Tzamouria^ Delvino^ and Berat against Ali — Reduced by him — Admiral 
Duckworth's Expedition against Constantinople. 

Agreeably to the determination of Ali, alluded to in the pre- 
ceding chapter, he divided his army into five columns, with which he 
occupied the entrances of the principal defiles leading into the 
recesses of the Suliot mountains, throwing up, in the course of one night, 
sixty-four small towers, which were soon afterwards replaced by a 
smaller number of redoubts or forts, capable of containing from 200 
to 400 men. The leaders of the republic were of course necessitated 
to adopt similar measures of defence ; they therefore divided their 
army into five separate battalions to oppose the enemy, and attached 
to each a troop of female warriors, who provided them with food, 
reheved them frequently from the duty of sentinels, and on occasions 
of attack supplied them with ammunition, or even mingled in the 
contest. As soon as the forts were constructed, a geberal assault was 
made by the vizir's troops, who again suffered a total defeat, and were 
saved from destruction only by the protection of their new fortifica- 
tions. Nothing but the oath taken by the beys, previous to the com* 
mencement of this war, could have kept them firm in their allegiance. 
In the mean time a fresh firman was obtained from the Porte, and 
amongst other beys and pashas who were required to furnish con- 
tingents, even Ibrahim Pasha of Berat was obliged to dispatch 2000 
men to the assistance of his bitterest enemy and rival : so completely 
was the Divan deluded by the craft and cunning of this extraordinary 
man ! 

To these soldiers of Berat, who are very warlike in their nature, a se- 
parate station was assigned at their own request, to give them an oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing their superior prowess. This station lay oppo- 
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site to one of the advanced guards of the republic, which occupied a hill 
called Curilla* Of this hill the Beratians determined to dispossess the 
Suliots, and prepared themselves for a fierce attack : timely intelli- 
gence of these motions being sent to Foto Tzavella, he hastened with a 
select corps to the relief of his friends, when, after three hours hard 
fighting, he succeeded in driving the assailants down the heights. In 
the eagerness of pursuit this young Achilles &r outstripped his com- 
panions, which being observed by one of the fugitives who was in 
danger of being overtaken and cut down, he slunk unperceived behind 
a rock, fired off his musket with deliberate aim, and Foto fell : the 
man then ran after his companions, who, elated by this event, rallied, 
and turned their faces again to the enemy, when a fierce conflict ensued 
over the body of the fallen chief, like that which the poet has described 
over the corpse of Patroclus: not a musket was now fired, but each 
party fought desperately with their sharp Albanian sabres. Foto 
being only wounded, and not dead, earnestly entreated his compa- 
nions to sever his head from his body, to prevent the possibility of his 
being carried alive to the {>asba; but his gallant comrades replied, 
that they would carry him back in triumph to his friends; and in this, 
after the most prodigious efforts, they finally sficceeded. Immediately 
on the fall of Tzavella, a soldier ran off to convey the welcome tidings 
of his death to the pasha, who rewarded him with a hundred sequins 
upon the spot, aad promised him four hundrad more if hts news should 
prove correct* 

Soon after this occurrence, and whilst Foto^» wound- wa9 cured, an 
ingenious stratagem^ was pla3red off upon a large body of the new 
levies.^ by a Suliot whose name is not recorded. Hearing that they 
were on their march, to join the main army, he concerted measures 
with his countrymen, and then throwing himself as if by accident into 
th»r way^ sufiered himself to be mad^* prisoner : presently, as they 
advanced on their route, a sharp firing was heard on a* mountain at a 
little distance^ and the Suliot being qneationed as^ ta the cause, an- 
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swered, that a party of the vizir's troops were engaged with those of 
the republic, and advised them strongly, if they wished to shew their 
zeal, and gain great honour and rewards from their commander, to run 
instantly to the assistance of their allies. The infatuated Albanians 
take his aidvice, and ascend the hill ; in the hurry of this manoeuvre 
their insidious adviser steals away i they soon find themselves placed 
between two fifes, lose half their men in killed and wounded, and 
almost all the rest in prisoners. 

This affkir terminated for a short time all active contests between the 
parties* Ali, 'deiipairing to subdue such valiant and determined ene- 
mies in open warfare, turned the siege into a blockade, during the 
delay of which he hoped that famine and treachery might effect what 
he was unable to do by force of arms. The Suliots however, ac- 
quainted with various mountain passes unknown to him, found means 
to procure food, and in the dark nights they sallied out in parties of 
fifty or sixty, faUing upon the surrounding villages, from whence they 
carried off corn and cattle, ev^i pillaging the very camps of th^ 
enemies, who dared not leave their entrenchmtots in the darkness for 
fear of ambuscada. The vizir at length, tired of so protracted a 
contest, proposed a truce, and demanded twenty-four hostages as a 
security against the violation of his territory. Strong necessity urged 
the Suliots to accept his terms, and the hostages were delivered up. 
Then the deceitful Ali threw off the mask, imprisoned these unfortu- 
nates, and threatened them with death by torture, unless the republic 
should surrender unconditionally. To his perfidious proposals the 
following answer was returned. 

*^ Bc^V 'AX9 Uatrd &i xa<p«r8fi£y. ' 

civSavpc Ti^v iBiK^v ftaQ mckfipoKapBlay eyavrlov <m' ''I^evpe Ihi Stth ixofAcy B$K<uwra B^tqlag r$c irarpi^p 
ItC ylyfiv /ic dvr^c tmparraiyaQ Bik mpurfftfripav Iv^fifivty* &ri i^ irarplc hd dvrdt rdg Striae Biy xa- 
p«j|f&>riu' SBwy Ice to JE^c dytLtnjy frKkwHv ex^H^f ^^ Tijy dtKoftey iMffun* lictilii \iaai &irvsoQ Kord 
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TRANSLATION. 



»* Vizir All Pasha, we greet you. 
•* By such treacherous conduct you do nothing else but sully your 
own reputation and increase our determined resistance against you. 
Know this, that we have already lost seventeen victims sacrificed in 
their country's cause; let these other twenty-four then be added to the 
number: their memory will live in the breasts of their fellow-citizens. 
But the republic will not on their account surrender itself. Hence- 
forward we neither desire, nor will we entertain any friendship with 
you; since in all transactions, and on every occasion, you are a vio- 
lator of good faith." 



This iniamous behaviour of Ali so exasperated the Suliots that they 
prohibited all correspondence with him and threw his letters unopened 
into the fire. The hostages in the mean time were sent to loannina, 
where, as it was a custom with the Suliots never to deliver up their 
arms, and no one was found daring enough to demand them, a stra- 
tagem was devised for this purpose. Being all sent to the island in 
the lake, the hegumenos or prior of a convent there invited them to 
attend divine service on occasion of a solemn festival : his proposal 
was unwarily accepted by the Suliots who, according to custom, de- 
W>s)ted their weapons in the church-porch under the pledged faith of 
the hegumenos : one man, however, named Fotomara, retained his 
arms, and in reply to the remonstrances of the monk observed, 
'* Whilst my country is at war, caloyer, I lay not down my arms, 
Qor do I commit impiety, in my opinion, by entering armed into the 
temple of God under such circumstances." 

At their egress out of church they found their arms conveyed away 
and a party of Albanian soldiers ready to seize and bind them : the 
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commander then approached Fotomara, and desired him to surrender 
his weapons. The gallant youth made a motion as if he would have 
shot the person who made this request, but in a moment the probable 
fate of his companions flashed across his mind : he restrained himself, 
and thus calmly replied : " The worthless coward lays down his arms 
to preserve an ignoble life, the palikar in death alone : see then how a 
Suliot lays down his arms/' At these words he turned the pistol to his 
own breast and fell shot through the heart. His companions were all 
kept in close confinement, distributed amongst the different convents of 
the island. 

In the mean time Ibrahim Pasha, disgusted not more at the want of 
success than of good faith which marked AU's conduct, withdrew from 
the confederacy and secretly supplied the Suliots with stores and am- 
munition : but the conduct of Pronio Ag^ of Paramithia, who en- 
deavoured secretly to befriend the republic, being disclosed to the 
vizir, he demanded and obtained the son of that chieftain as an 
hostage for his future behaviour. During a cessation of hostilities he 
dispatched his selictar aga, accompanied by Kitzio Botzari, a brother 
of the late traitor, to Suli, with proposals for the surrender of their 
mountain citadels for the sum of 2000 purses, with permission to 
settle in any part of his dominions free from all taxes and contribu- 
tions. The Suliots, being so often forewarned, easily penetrated into 
his intentions and returned the following spirited reply : 






Bt(ip A\ri TLaaa ae \aipcTSfi€if' 
*H Uarpls /»£ livai dwtipufs yXvicvripa cat iiiro ra &0irpa mty xki dwo rSf lirrvxiic r&mCf iir% 

wx^idy fu oX«c rdc ^^avpvt r$c y^c, wapd fu to iifia xdi ^dyaroy cwc rdv hepoy l^itkUmfyJ* 



TRANSLATION. 



** Vizir Ali Pasha, we greet you. 
*^ Our country is infinitely more dear to us than your wealth, or 
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the fioe territory M^hich you promise to bestow upon us. You labour 
therefore in vain. Liberty is not to be bought by all the treasures of 
the earth. We will fight till there exists not a Suliot to defend his 
country/' 



After the failure of these public proposals, Ali turned all his 
thoughts to excite individual treachery within this brave republic. 
Accordingly he dispatched a letter secretly to the valiant Captain 
Dimo Zerva, promising him 800 purses^ with all the honours he could 
desire, if he would betray the repubUc. Zerva immediately convened 
the chiefs, read the letter in their presence, and returned the following 
answer on the spot 



*« I thank you, virir, for the kind regard you express towards me, 
but I beseech ytra not to send the purses, for I should not know how 
to count them ; and if I did, believe me that one single pebble be- 
longing to my country, much less that country itself, would in my 
eyes appear too great a return for them. Equally vain are the 
honours you offer to bestow upon me. The honours of a Suliot lie in 
his arms. With these I hope to immortalize my name and preserve 
my country/' 



Ali, fertile in expedients, now tried the effect of hierarchical inter- 
position, and a long correspondence took place between the Arch- 
bishop of loannina and the Bishop of Paramithia, in whose diocese Suli 
is. siUuited. This waa earned on by means of an infamous monk, called. 
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for his wicked character, Kako-Joseph (K«xor«(rap) : but the good bishop^ 
who deservedly bore the appellation of Chrysanthes, steadily rebutted 
all attempts to corrupt his principles: he was afterwards obliged, 
through fear of his life, to escape and fly to Parga. Ali's troops now 
began to desert : he had lost, it is said, near 4000 in the last nine 
months of the war, whilst only twenty-five Suliots had perished*. 
These latter however became greatly distressed for want of provi- 
sions, being closely blockaded by the besieging army and deprived of 
all their external dependencies: yet never at any period did the flame 
of liberty burn more brightly in their bosoms, nor did they evdr make 
greater sacrifices for the love of their country. Contriving to send off 
their useless mouths to Parga and the Ionian islands, they distributed 
their provisions to the different captains of the republic in proportion 
to their number of folbwers. 

About this time they received a quantity of arms and othet storesr 
from Bonaparte, by the French brig of war, the Arab, whidh landed 
them at Porto Fanari, from whence they were secretly conveyed tc% 
Suli. This circumstance however proved rather a misfortune than ft 
benefit, since it produced a jealousy of their cause in the minds both 
of the Russians and the Eugtish, who might otherwise have assisted 
them in their desperate emergency. 

After a year's siege their condition beciame so lamentable that they 
were obliged to live upon acorns, herbs, and roots, and to gtind and 
mix up the bark of trees with a very scanty proportion of meal; yet 
under all these calamities their enemies could gain no advantage over 
them when they came to engage ra conflict. In their extreme distress 



*• Itake Boroe of ttiese lelatioM from tbe work of a Pargbfote, publisheid in Venrto A. D. lS15y 
upoa tbe wars of Suli. I bave attered many from more aecurate infonnatioti : indeed the writ^^ 
though be gives tbe chief eventa of tbe war, seems very ignorant of motives and political causes; 
and I cannot help suspecting that in many other instances b^des the one referred to in the text, k# 
errs greatly in the number of Suliots who fell in different encounters with the pasha's troops. In spite 
of a>l' advaDtages of situation or soperiority erf eourage, the diference couHd not be 00 great 
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the follo\f iDg is one of the manoeuvres which they executed to obtain 
supplies. 

Four hundred of their bravest palikars, with 170 female heroines, 
headed by Mosco, sallied out by night, escaped under cover of the 
darkness through the defile of Glyky, and arrived in safety at Parga. 
There they were joyfully received by the compassionate inhabitants, 
fed for the space of four days, and on the fifth dismissed with as much 
provision as they could carry for their famished countrymen. One 
hundred of this troop, with lighter burdens, jnarched as an advanced 
guard, to protect the convoy ; next came the women in the centre, and 
then the rest of the men, each carrying as much as he could possibly 
support. The Albanians, to the number of more than a thousand, 
endeavoured to intercept their return, but either through fear of the 
men, or from that respect towards the women which is carried in this 
country to such an excess that the soldiers sometimes fire from behind 
them without fear of a return, they refrained from attacking the 
party ; its arrival was most welcome to the Suliots, reduced as they 
were almost to skeletons, through famine : yet even in this extremity 
their constant cry was liberty or death. 

In the mean time the vizir was constantly at head quarters with the 
army, except when his presence was required in his capital ; nor did 
he omit any of those allurements and seductive arts which he so well 
knows how to apply, for bringing over some of the Suliot captains to 
his interests. Among these, two only were found capable of listening 
to his promises and of preferring the favour and money of a tyrant to 
a sense of honour and patriotic devotion. These two, viz. Cuzzonica 
and Diamante Zerva, held frequent interviews with the common 
enemy, and carried messages and proposals from him to the council of 
the republic : these were all indignantly repelled by the strenuous exer- 
tions of Foto Tzavella and Dimo Draco, or by the patriotic exhorta- 
tions of Samuel the caloyer, to whom the Suliots paid the highest re- 
verence. These brave captains tooK a solemn oath, in which they 
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invited many of the citizens to join^ that they would war with the 
tyrant till victory or death should release them — they dared all dangers 
in defence of their country — they animated the brave — they encou- 
raged the timid — and by their experience, sagacity, and courage, 
fully justified the implicit confidence reposed in them by their coun- 
trymen. 

In the mean time Diamante Zerva repented of his conduct, and 
broke off all connexion with the enemy : he endeavoured to persuade 
the Suliots that his motives for engaging in it, were to gain money for 
the public service, and to procure the release of their hostages from 
loannina. Notwithstanding this he was never able to regain the 
confidence or good opinion of his fellow*citi2sens. The worst horrors 
of famine now began to appear again at Suli : but the misery of 
the people made them ingenious, and many stratagems were exe- 
cuted for procuring food even from their besiegers. Amongst these, 
the contrivance of one Gianni Strivinioti is particularly recorded. 
This man having received intelligence that the Turks had lately 
procured a large supply of cattle from the neighbouring pastures, 
dressed himself in his white capote and camise, and concealing 
himself till the shades of evening had descended, walked out on all 
fours from his lurking place, and mingling with the herds, enter- 
ed together with them into the stalls when they were shut up. 
In the dead of night he arose silently, opened the doors, unloosed 
the oxen, and drove them towards a party of his friends, who were 
in waiting to receive them. The Albanians heard the noise, but 
were so alarmed by suspicion of an ambuscade, that they lay still, and 
preferred the loss of their cattle to the danger of their lives. At an- 
other time some troops of the vizir took an ass belonging to the Suliots, 
which had strayed near their camp. At the earnest request of the 
latter by a flag of truce, it was restored under promise of an equiva- 
lent, when one of their Mahometan prisoners of the highest rank was 
in consequence released, with an intimation, that if tlie exchange were 
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not thought equal, the Suliots were ready to make more ample com*- 
pensation. When the vizir, enraged at their obstinate defence, offered, 
by proclamatioD, a reward of fifty piastres for every head of a Suliot, 
they in return, by a counter proclamation, made light of this reward, 
and proposed ten charges of gunpowder to every citizen who should 
bring in the skull of an enemy. 

About this tisne a bright speck appeared in the midst of that 
political gloom which hung over the crags of Suti. The ambi-- 
tious and exterminating designs of Ali became apparent to many 
other states, and they hastened to form an aUiance, offensive and 
defensive, with this intrepid republic. Amongst these new aUies were 
Bwnbered Ibrahim Pashft of Berat, Mustafit of Delvino, Pronio Agk 
of Paramithia, Mahmout an independent bey of Tzamouria, and 
Daliani Ag4 of Konispoli ; and thns the whole coast, from Aviona 
to Suli, was now engaged in arms against the tyrant. Against this 
torrent he opposed the invincible force of gold: by vast largesses, 
distributed among the independent beys, he soon excited a civil war 
ia the states of Ibrahim, and drew him into his own dominions : by 
opening a secret communication with its governor, he introduced a 
higt body of troops into the fortress of Ddvino, carried 00*80016 
Suliot hostages from thence, and obliged MustafiL to make a separate 
peace. The other allies however continued true to their engagements* 
The Suliots, in order that the zeal of these might not have tiove to cool^ 
planned an immediate attack, in concert, upon the Albanian out^ 
posts: in the execution of this they partially succeeded, taking a 
considerable number of prisoners, whom they disarmed and released, 
teUing them to go home, provide fresh weapons, and then return, for 
that the Suliots still wanted arms. Soon after this attack Ali sent a 
large force against Paramithia^ which would probably have succeeded, 
had not Tsavella and Dime Draco poured down with their troops like 
a mountain torrent upon the invading enemy, whom they totally de* 
feated,. and liberated their ally from his dangerous situation. Ali, in 



HB PBRBVADB TUB 6ULI0T8 TO BANISH SOTO TZAVBLLA. l6S 

revienge, cut off the heads of all the Suliot hostages which he had taken 
at Ddrino, except two, the brother of Tzavella, and the son of Draco, 
hoping, by this reservation, to bring the characters of these chieflaiiK 
into suspicion anx>ngst their countrymen. In this however he failed^ 
They oailed together the people, and after a most animated harangue, 
in which they declared that they considered these dear relatives as 
victims sacrificed upon the altar of their country, they persuaded the 
Suliots to arm and follow them against the foe, where, by a terrible 
slaughter, thfey took ample revenge for the innocent blood which had 
been shed. Whilst Ali was preparing a blow of retaliation for this 
disgrace, he suddenly received ordors from the Porte to lead his con- 
tingent to the army of the grand vizir, which lay before Adrianople, 
against the rebel Paswan Oglou. These orders he did not think fit to 
disobey. During bis absence the Suliots laid in stores of provisions 
and arms, and by the advice of Samuel, greatly enlarged the strong 
fort of Agia Paraskevi, upon the hill of Kdn^i. 

Ali, at his return, began his usual arts of negotiation, endear' 
vouring to impose upon the Suliots with A false aiKi treacherous pro- 
posal of peace, under condition of their allowing him lo build and 
garrison one tower in their district, and banishing from their territories 
the brave Foto Tjeavella, as the chief impediment in the way of tran- 
quillity. 

His ambassadors on thiigi occasion were Kitzo Botfsari and C112180- 
nica, who, by dint of threats and promises^ hopes wad fears, prevailed 
upon the republic to request the secession of their Emivest captain 
irocn those mountains of which his valour was the noblest ornament, 

Foto, like an ancient R€>inan in the early rimes of the rep^bfic, ad- 
dressed the assembly on this occasion in a speech fall of dignity, as 
well as of con^passion for his deluded countrymen ; he exhorted them 
to beware of their inveterate enemy's insidious designs, but disdained 
to plead in behalf of himself. After the conaeil had broken up, he 
proceeded to his dwelling, and taking a torch in kis hand, he set fire 
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to the roof, and wiiited till it was burnt to the ground; declariDg, that 
no enemy of Suli should ever cross the threshold of the Tzavellas : he 
then buried his sword, and taking an affectionate leave of his friends 
and family, bid adieu to the mountains which his valour had so king 
defended, and left his countrymen much in the same state as the silly 
sheep who were persuaded by the wolves to dismiss their guardians. 

_ ♦ 

The vizir now set every engine to work that might bring Foto into 
his power, and the reader will be able to form some idea of the artifice 
and cunning of this man when he learns that success attended his en- 
deavours. Tzavella however did not proceed to loannina before he 
had made the offer of returning to his country, upon condition that 
certain traitors, whom he named, were banished : this being negatived, 
he went to the desired conference upon the most solemn protestations 
of Ali's good faith : he soon however found upon what a frail founda- 
tion he had built his hopes, for when he refused to enter into the 
tyrant's views of enslaving his country, he was thrown, in spite of faith 
and promises, into prison. 

May 12th, 1803. — About this time the Suliots, having received some 
supplies, made their last attempt against their besiegers. The most im- 
portant post occupied by the Albanians was that of Villa, where 
they had built a large square fortress with a strong tower at each 
angle, and a lofty central one in the area, which served as the princi- 
pal magazine for the vizir's army. This fortress it was determined to 
attack, and 200 picked men set out upon the expedition in a very dark 
and windy night. Having made their approaches unperceived by the 
enemy, one of them, named Metococcales^ took a spade and pick-4ixe, 
with which he worked patiently and perseveringty until he had exca- 
vated a large hole under the foundation of a corner tower. In this he 
deposited a barrel of gunpowder, lighted a slow fusee, and returned to 
his companions who had concealed themselves behind a rock. They 
then set up a tremendous shout which brought the garrison quickly to 
the suspected place of attack, where they had scarcely arrived before 
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an explosion took place which buried them beneath the ruins of the 
angle. The Suliots then rushed like a torrent through the breach and 
gained ))03session of the great central tower ; this they emptied of all 
its stores, which they delivered to their women and children, who ar« 
rived in great numbers, and the whole time till the dawn of day was 
occupied in their removal. That part of the garrison which escaped the 
effects of the explosion had retreated into the three remaining angular 
towers which they strongly barricadoed. In the morning they were 
summoned to surrender, and required in token of submitoion to cast 
down their arms at the foot of each tower. This the Albanians pre* 
tended to do, but when the Suliots came to pick them up, they were 
fired upon by a reserve and great numbers killed. This want of faith 
so enraged them that they sent, for a large reinforcement of their coun* 
trymen, upon whose arrival they applied a vast heap of pitch and 
other combustibles to the entrances of the towers and burned alive or 
suffocated these perfidious enemies. 

This however was the last action of any consequence that they per- 
formed and the evil star of Suli now began to predominate. The vizir 
in the fury of his indignation sent forth proclamations calling upon 
every Mahometan throughout his dominions and amongst his allies, in. 
the name of their great prophet, to avenge this slaughter upon the heads 
of the Suliots. Having by these means collected a large army, he 
placed it under the command of his son Vely, who encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Glyky. Besides these, 5000 troops were stationed 
under two distinguished captains named Mezzo Bonno and Agho 
Mordari, at Villa ; 4500 atZabruco under Hassan Zapari and Ibrahim 
Demi ; 3000 at Syritziana under Bekir Giogadorus, and 4000 at 
Tzecurati under Usufi* Ag^ surnamed ^ The Arab.' 

Even against this overwhelming force the Suliots did not despair, 
but engaged bravely in conflict both day and night, and by the most 
daring stratagems and surprises reduced their enemies to such a pitch 
of despair that they began to consider them as invincible and to desert 
3 
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in considerable numbers. At last however Kitzio Botzari by large 
bribes and larger promises prevailed upon Cuzzonica aiid one Pylio 
Gusi to beUay their native mountains. Just before this time the vizir 
had liberated Foto Tzavtlta upon condition of sending his wife and 
children to loannina as hostages and settling himself with the rest of 
bis faniily, either at Parga or one of the Ionian islands. In the month 
of September, 1803, this gallant chieftain came to Suli for the last 
time : assembling the council of the republic in Kiaffa he gave them all 
the information possible respecting the state of affairs, exhorted them 
to defend their liberties unto death, and advised them to send away all 
useless hands under plea of his relationship and the security of his con« 
duct. The Suliots followed his advice, and Foto led these unhappy exiles 
to Parga, from whence they embarked for Corfu. In the mean time 
Cuzzonica and Gusi having had several coaterences with Vely Pasha at 
Glyky, and engaged the whole fara of the Zervas to act as their base ao 
complices, led a body of 200 Albanians through some secret passes of 
the mountains and concealed them in the houses of the conspirators. 
Next day Vely made a general attack and the Suliots while they were 
engaged in the defiles were assaulted in the rear and dispersed ; great 
numbers were killed and the rest either retreated intoKako-Suli or shut 
themselves up with Samud in the tower of Kunghi, whilst Kiaffa itself 
fell into the hands of the enemy. Newsof this unfortunate event reaching 
the ears of Foto Tzavella he was unable to restrain his ardour, and al- 
though his dearest pledges were in the power of the tyrant, he resolutely 
abandoned them to their &te, and departing for Svli passed uaper- 
ceived through the enemy's guards by night and threw himself into the 
fort o^ Kunghi with the caloyer. From that place he headed a des- 
perate sally against a large body of troops under the immediate coa-* 
duct of^" All himself^ who came to attack Kakc^uli ova the movntains 
of Dervitziana, and put them so completely to the rout, that the visir 
retired to loannina and led the whole conduct of the war to his sod. 
The poor Suliots were at last so worn down by war and j^unine^ and so 
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strictly blockaded on every side by their inveterate enemies that they 
were reduced to the necessity 6f accepting terms of capitulatian, which 
were proposed and ratified on the ISth of December 1803 : yet even in 
this their distressed situation the terror of the Suliot name was so great 
that the whole population was permitted quietly to emigrate and 
settle wherever they might please. 

And now follow the most bloody and perfidious scenes in the ca» 
tastrophe of this tragic history. Men, women, and children being 
gathered together, they were separated into two bodies, the largest of 
which under the conduct of Tzavella and Diino Draco bent their steps 
towards Parga, whilst the other marched in the direction of Prevesa 
with the intention of embarking for Santa Maura. Both were attacked 
on their road by the troops of the perfidious tyrant. The first niien«* 
tioned corps having formed a hollow square, and placed their wives, 
children, and cattle in the midst, gallantly fought their way through the 
enemy and efiected their retr^t. The other party wei'e not equally 
fortunate. Being overtaken by their pursuers at the iboikastery of Za^ 
longo, they entrenched themselves in its court and prepared for a stout 
defence : so many troops however were brou^t against them that the 
gates of the monastery were soon forced and an indiscriminate slaughter 
commenced; those that could escape took the road to Arta, but a 
party of about 100 women and children, being cut off from the rest, 
fled towards a steep precipice at a little distance firom the convent : 
there the innocent babes were thrown over the rocks by their despair* 
ing mothers, whilst the women themselves, preferring death to ti^ 
dishonour that awaited them, joined hand in hand, and raising their 
minds to the highest pitch of enthusiasm by songs in honour of theii* 
lost country, they whirled round and round in a species of frantic 
flance like ancient Thyades, till they approached the very edge of 
the chff ; then with a loud shout of defiance, and as it were by a precon^ 
certed signal, one and all threw themselves headlong down. 



ie$ DESPERATE REVENGE OF SAMUEL THE CALOYSR. 

After the evaciiatioQ of Suli, Samuel the caloyer with four privates 
remained in the great fortress of Aghia Paraskevi upon Kunghi, to de- 
liver up an inventory of its stores to the commissioners appointed by 
Vely Pasha. Having received intelligence of the vizir's perfidy to- 
wards his countrymen, he determined to take the only revenge that 
now lay in his power. Accordingly as soon as the Albanian bey and 
his attendants entered, he descended into the subterranean vaults with 
a lighted torch, and plunging it into the gunpowder of the magazine 
blew up the fortress and all it contained into the air; by which terrible 
act of retribution he avoided the horrid fate prepared for him by the 
vizir, who had sworn, if he took him, to flay him alive and stuff his skin 
as a curiosity. 

Those of the Suliot exiles who escaped from Zalongo pursued their way 
through storms of wind and rain aided by the darkness of night, fathers 
leading their children in one hand and carrying their naked swords in 
the other, mothers tying their infants on their backs, and some even 
putting them to death lest their cries should attract the attention of their 
pursuers. Next day however they were discovered by the Albanians, 
surrounded and made prisoners ; but subsequently were released and al- 
lowed by the vizir to settle at Vurgareli which is at the foot of Mount 
Tzumerka, six hours distant from Arta. After their surrender a party 
of the Albanians withdrew to a place called Rhiniasa, near the ruins 
of an ancient city, supposed to have been Elatria: here was a small 
settlement of Suliots, most of whom had fled, except the family of one 
Giorgaki Botzi, whose wife and children inhabited a large pyrgo or 
tower, called the Gular! Aiip.x5, which was barricadoed against attack. 
The barbarous soldiers surrounded their habitation and called upon 
these unhappy females to yield : the mistress, named Despo, then 
assembled her family together and asked them if they preferred 
death to dishonour? Being unanimously answered in the affirmative^ 
she ordered them to fire off all the ammunition which had been left in 
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the tower against the ruffians, except one barrel of gunpowder : to this 
she herself applied a match and blew up the tower with all its tenants 
into the air. 

But the scene is not yet to close ov^r the miserable remnant of Suli. 
Ali, whose revenge was still unsatiated, sent a considerable body of 
forces against the colony of Vurgareli with orders for its extirpation. 
The unfortunate colonists having received intimation of his design de- 
camped suddenly, and took up a strong position at the monastery of 
Seltzo, at the foot of a mountain called Fruzia, not far from the 
Achelous. In the latter end of January, 1804, they were attacked 
here by an army of Albanians, which for the horrid purpose of 
revenge had been picked out of the relatives and friends of those 
who had fallen in the wars of Suli. After a siege of several months, in 
which these miserable exiles bravely resisted the attempts of their 
enemies, Ali sent strong reinforcements with a severe reprimand to his 
officers, and orders for a general assault. Thus stimulated, the bar- 
barians made another attempt which was attended with success : the 
Suliots were all put to the sword, except a few that escaped into Acar- 
nania, whilst the women in a fit of desperation ran towards the Achelous 
and cast both their children and themselves into its stream. 

The Suliot mountains being evacuated by their brave defenders, Ali 
repaired the towers and forts, and laid the foundation of that splendid 
fortified serai ^krhich now adorns the highest top of Kiaffa, and is the 
strongest post in all his dominions. In the mean time the poor Suliots, 
dispersed abroad amongst the neighbouring tribes, took refuge, some at 
Santa Maura and others with the Albanian beys ; but the greatest part 
retired to Parga and Corfu: here they subsisted upon charity, or 
enrolled themselves in the service of their protectors, whilst the sight 
of their dark mountains towering above the Tzamouriot hills, and the 
thoughts of those days when they wandered about their, native rocks 
free as the mountain storm, filled their hearts with melancholy recol- 
lections. A source from which they endeavoured to draw consolation 
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in their misfortunes was the composition of patriotic scMigs, which thej 
sung upon the downfal of their country and the valour of her sons. 
The principal one of these, denominated {xar l^op^nO the Song of Suli, 
and still a great favourite in Albania^ will be found subjoined in the 
margin below*, whilst a translation of it is offered to the English 
reader, in which the sentiments are all preserved, though in a few in* 
stances it was found impossible to adhere strictly to the simplicity of 
the original. 

SONG OF 8ULI. 

Shfell Soli submit to the fee! 
Shall her brsYe pftlQum bend the knee f 
Shall the fire in their hearts cease to glow^ 
^ Whilst Foto is gallant and free ? 



Foto Kfss and is (iree— let them sneer: 
He bows not his neck to a lofd ; 
For his mnsket is Foto's vizir. 
And Foto's pasha is his sword. 



.. Hawta i» rpe#Kiirdcc 

Bif%M r6 re^M* 

Elf ri^y i^payyidy t6p *fffpt(op 

Kdi ii£ llXXa ra f^ira* 

Kdi Mva KvT^ovlKa 

*n« jtif^urert BcX^ Btttfid 
Hifti W^ KcucMraXi* 
^va frHKj&Kt*^vyaye 



I 



%fKi6rtc t6p pCfHictLPkp 
ZnXi^ec Tdp poriieapt^ 
tltfk&Ki w6^€P cpvcffde 
Kdc «a "M campdcycfc ; 
'Aw6 rd 26Xft tfi)(piJLai 
Kdt *9rilP ^payytdr iNky^aam. 
HttXdrc wifffiog n'lrorcc 
Karip voXd '^afi^pti' 
1i rd XB^jSepiy >^ «dc 96 
Kdi I'd o-dc '/ioXo7r//(rw ; 
IKipair T^ X^^ )ri^i«* 
n^poF r^y AfiaplKOP' 
Tlfipap ri^p KiAfa rijp kokv^p^ 
Td Kcvyyi '{a«re#fiiyo* 
Kdi Ird^/ai' rdp KoXAyepo 
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S. 

To Frangbia* the hero is sped. 

Ob ! came on each traiterous slare! 

Cruel CntEO and Botzari fled 

FwBi the ranks of the iiuthfiil and bn^M^ 

4. 

To Parga's dark rock in the sea 

A bird has directed its flight; — 

^ Bird, bird, from what crag dost ihoa fleet 

Where ends thy sad journey to-nigbtP 

5. 

* On Suli's lugb crag is my nest : 
To yonder green ialle I repair/ 

** So peace on thy downy wings seat. 
Sweet biidy as its message they bear. 

** Then what news from dark Siili, sweet bird f 
'What news? Thou art free, palikary 
Bat at Soli no more shall be heard 
Thy shout in the frenzy of war* 

7. 

* For Suli lies low and foriom; 
Avarico and Kiaffii renowned; 
And Kunghi^s high ramparts are torn 
Into fragmeots and scattered around. 



' For the gallant Caloyer was there; 
And he laughed as he lighted the train 
Oh! he laughed ere he soared up in tax 
To escape from the conqueror's chain.* 



* ie. to Coffii^ for the lom'an islanda ase inchided in ^mn^oA or tha land af Aa » Vf yi^ , 
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The generous mind, which knows how to respect valour and detest 
that baseness which can betray it, may feel some relief at knowing that 
of all those who sold themselves to Ali Pasha for the reduction of Suli 
not one escaped retribution by the rapacious fangs of him for whom 
they had thus stained their souls with crime. The chief instrument and 
prime mover of this treachery, who first induced Botzari to turn traitor, 
was named Palasca. A brief narrative of the principal events of this 
man's life may not prove uninteresting to the reader He was first 
known as a robber at the head of a gang that infested the mountains 
of Zagori and Kolonia, where he pillaged caravans and plundered tra- 
vellere to such a degree that Ali was obUged to send a large force 
against him and offer a considerable reward to the person who should 
take him prisoner. After a desperate conflict he was at length secured, 
brought to loannina, and condemned to the stake. On the morning 
however which was to have seen his execution, a person found means 
to interest the father of our host, old Anastasi Argyri, in his behalf, 
and induce him to request a pardon from the vizir. Anastasi accord- 
ingly went to the serai and urged his petition upon his knees before 
Ali. " Leave him to his fate, ^*Xe ^a, leave him to his fate, for he is an 
incorrigible rascal,*' said the vizir. Anastasi however renewed his entrea- 
ties, which he seconded by slipping a diamond ring of great value upon 
a finger of the hand which he held in supplication. " Well then,'' re- 
plied Ali, " if it must be so, I give you the man ; take him and do 
what you please with him: but I know you will repent this inter- 
ference." Upon this the old gentleman went to the prison, carried off' 
the culprit to his own house, kept him there for a month, and then dis- 
missed him with a sum of money and abundance of good counsel. 
The first news he heard afterwards of Palasca, was, that he had organized 
a large band of desperadoes in the woods about Arta and Salagora, 
which they rendered almost impassable ; and two months had scarcely 
elapsed before several bales of rich Genoa velvet, the property of 
Anastasi himself, were seiz^ed by this banditti. The old gentleman made 
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bitter complaint of this when he next visited his friend at the seraglio, 
but gained no other kind of pity except a loud laugh and a taunt re- 
specting the caution which he had received. " Well, well," said Anastasi, 
" I will at least make one attempt for the recovery of my property/' 
Upon this he went home and dispatched a messenger to Palasca with 
a letter, to which he received an immediate answer from the robber 
informing him that his goods were all restored at the dogana of Sala- 
gora, and that if the bales had been full of sequins not one should have 
been taken : he made an apology for neglecting his advice and follow- 
ing such a life, but pleaded the impossibility of inaction, or pursuing 
any other course but that to which he had been so long habituated. The 
outrages of this gang at length became so daring that Ali was obliged 
to send a little army against them, when Palasca was so hotly pursued 
that he deserted his company and fled for refuge to the rocks of 
Suli. There he lived' for some time in good repute, married a daughter 
of the Captain Botzari, and led many parties of Suliots with great 
success against the forces of the vizir. At last it struck Ali, who 
knew the character of the man, that he might be converted into a fit 
instrument for the promotion of his designs. He therefore entered into 
communication with him by means of his selictar-ag^, with whom Pa- 
lasca was before acquainted, gained him over to betray those who had 
so hospitably received him, and through his influence persuaded Bot- 
zari also to act as a traitor to his country. Palasca was now not only 
pardoned but received into high honour by the vizir; was made a cap- 
tain in his army, and accompanied him in his expedition against 
Pa swan Oglou : there he so distinguished himself that he was soon 
promoted to a still higher command, and taken completely into con- 
fidence. Upon their return to loannina he was made a member of 
the divan and intrusted with many important commissions : amongst 
others was that of collecting the tribute in one of the districts of the 
pashalic. Here however the temptation became too strong, his old habits 
returned in full vigour, he ran off with the money, and again took 
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refbge in Suli. At the capture of this place he was one of that party 
who were attacked by the Albanians at the monastery of Seltso, but 
with about fifty others made his escape and fled into the forests of 
Acarnania : there he took up again his old trade of robber with a, 
large brigade^ but was at last routed by All's troops, discovered by a 
shepherd amidst the reeds of a marsh, and carried off to loannina. 
There he found no Anastasi again to plead for him ; but having had 
his skin flayed from bis face, and his hands and feet chopped off, he was 
left to die by the side of the public road, a miserable spectacle to all 
beholders. 

The Suliots had not long been banished from their country before 
they were engaged by Hassan Zapari and the beys of Tzamouria to 
attempt its recovery. AH, after the reduction of Suli, refused to 
withdraw his troops from the Tzamouriot district, before all its sea- 
ports should be delivered into his power. In fact, for political pur- 
poses, he entered into an agreement to rent the duties' of these ports 
from the Capudan Pasha; but the beys refused to pay the revenue into 
his hands, or allow his garrisons to collect it, though they expressed a 
perfect readiness to receive and pay any other officer whom the Porte 
should appoint. They now brought into the field about 7000 men, and 
retook the important fortress of Leftherochori, which Ali had occupied 
by a coup de main: but still fearing the event of the contest, they ap- 
plied to the Russians in Corfu for assistance, and allured the Suliots to 
join their cause, with the hope of recovering their native mountains. 
From Count Mocenigo at Corfu, they received an auxiliary force of 
Albanian warriors, and the Suliots landed to the number of about 
1500, at the mouth of the Acheron or Porto Fanari. The issue of this 
contest however turned out most disastrous to the independent cause. 
Ali took about forty towns and villages, with much plunder and many 
prisoners, and wpuld at this time have conquered all Tzamouria, but 
that he thought it his best policy to act with forbearance and yield to 
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th^ desire of bis adversarieis for peace^ which was mediated by the 
Turkish ttdiniral Seramet Bey : thus he deceived the Porte by shewing 
a deference to its authority and pleading his own wish to preserve order 
and tranquillity as the sole inducement for taking up arms. 

The Suliots in the mean time were very ungenerously treated by 
their allies^ having been left in total want of clothes, ammunition^ 
provisions^ and every kind of assistance ; nor was any attempt ever 
made to reinstate them in the land of their ancestors, though this had 
been held out as the chief inducement for their services. Thus de« 
serted they fought their way back to Parga, repelling their enemies 
wherever they met them^ and from thence retreated again to Corfu : 
there they accepted an offer of the Russian authorities to form a regi- 
ment in the Albanian battalion*, just as they were deliberating upon a 
plan of emigration, for the purpose of founding a republic in some other 
district of Greece. 

'i'he part taken in these affairs by the Russians served but to aug* 
ment Ali's hatred against them ; and his jealousy was this year (1805) 
still further alarmed by an event in the north of Albania, where the 
republic of Monte N^o, which is able to bring 20,000 muskets into 
the field, voluntarily took the oath of allegiance to the Russian govern-* 
ment. The Russians on their part were equally jealous of Ali Pasha's 
increasing power, from whence they foresaw the most serious ob* 
stacles against their own designs upon European Turkey: hence they 



* This battaHon this comnfanded by a Russian officer named Bekendorff; and was increased and 
fecruited by exilea from all parts of the continent who ied either froxa the tyranny or the jintice of AH 
Pasha* Each regiment consisted of nine companies, each company being commanded by a captain, 
two lieotenanai and one ensignt the pay of a captain was only siity piastres per neath, of a lieutenant 
forty, of an ensign tweoty-iive, and a private n neteen. In the war which soon ensued between Russia 
and France this corps was employed in the Neapolitan expedition, and after the peace of Tilsit it passed 
into the service of the French under the command of Col. Minot, Foto Tsavella and Mosco his mother 
both held commissions, the former that of a captain, the latter of a major in this battalion, but re-* 
signed then, liloe many others fron disgust at ill treatment, as well as from that inherent lowe in the AU 
banian for his native soil, which, as in the case of the Swiss, never forsakes him. Foto with forty mea 
passed over to loannina, threw himself at the feet of the pasha, made tlie irpovKirtjirtc or adoration, and 
was received into his service. Mosco who accompanied him married a second husband, and was living 
in that capital at the time of our residence there. 

2 
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sought by every method to . counteract his designs and controul his 
movements ; but not succeeding in any of their enterprises for want of 
spirit, activity, and proper intelligence, they always involved the poor 
Greeks in the most serious calamities, and promoted the very plans 
which it was their intention to oppose. They did however succeed in 
counteracting his machinations at Constantinople, where he began to 
put all his arts in practice to gain permission for re-occupying the ex- 
Venetian towns, or at least to get the appointment of the commissioner 
vested in himself, which would have led to the same result* 

About this time also the rapid progress of the French arms in Dal- 
matia excited his apprehensions, and in this dilemma he turned his 
views towards the English government, with which he had continued to 
carry on an active correspondence through Lord Collingwood, the suc- 
cessor of Lord Nelson in command of the Mediterranean fleet. Hence 
it was that Major Leake, who had this year been sent upon a com- 
mission to loannina, was detained to take a military survey of the 
country and point out the best means of defence against an invading 
enemy. In these measures Ali was employed, building fortresses, re* 
forming his police, clearing the country of banditti, and above all en- 
deavouring to sow dissensions in the neighbouring states, of which he 
might take advantage, when the victory of Austerlitz, which was followed 
by the union of Illyricum and Dalmatia with the French empire, made 
him think it prudent to recover the favour of the Emperor. Bonaparte 
having at this time serious designs upon European Turkey, did not 
think proper to repel his advances, but even sent him some very valu- 
able presents through General Massena. Ali himself declares that he 
offered to make him independent king of Epirus; but he has no do- 
cument to prove the truth of this assertion. 

As Russia still continued in hostility with France and at the same 
time manifested designs of aggrandizing herself at the expence of 
Turkey, Ah thought the opportunity was now arrived for attacking that 
power in the Ionian islands, and of establishing an authority there 
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irhich he had long ardently desired. He sent a request to Bonaparte 
that a French resident might be established in his capital, and Mr. Pou* 
queville was selected for that important office with the title of consul 
general, whilst his brother was appointed vice-consul under him at 
Prevesa. 

The French minister at the Porte at this time governed the councils 
of the Divan, not onlj by the influence of his emperor's success but by 
the bribes which he distributed amongst its members. Through his in- 
terest AH procured the pashalic of Lepanto for his son Mouchtar and 
that of the Morea for Vely : in return he assisted Sebastiani in pro* 
moting the rupture which succeeded between Turkey and Russia, at the 
very commencement of which he obtained the permission he so eagerly 
coveted of re-occupying the continental dependencies of the Ionian 
islands. Upon taking possession of Prevesa he reduced that unfortu- 
nate place by systematic oppression to the state of abject misery in 
which it is now se^ti. Having, in defiance of the treaty of 1800, de- 
prived most of the original proprietors of their lands and houses, 
which he distributed amongst his Mahometan followers, be demolished 
two-thirds of the city, overthrew the churches, laid the foundation of 
a splendid seraglio for his own residence, and built a spacious mosque 
All this was done not only to prevent any European state from taking 
an interest in its restitution, but to furnish a plausible pretext to the 
Ottoman Porte for refusing ever after to restore a Turkish city to the 
protection of an infidel power. Vonizza also and Butrinto were in 
like manner ruined, though these places in the height of their prosperity 
were insignificant if compared with Prevesa. Parga luckily escaped 
this storm by receiving a Russian garrison from Corfu into its fortress. 
All nevertheless anticipating the completion of his views upon the 
Seven Islands, strenuously urged Mr. Pouqiieville to furnish him with 
artillery and engineers, engaging to push the war in this quarter so 
vigorously against the Russians, that they should be unable to annoy 
the French army of Dalnatia, or send any reinforcements to Cattaro, 
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the siege of which was now meditated by the French who were in great 
force at Ragusa. At the commencemeDt of 1807 his wishes were gra* 
tified ; he received both artillery-men and stores, conveyed in a gun- 
boat and a corvette from the kingdom of Naples, whilst Colonel Van- 
doncourt, a skilful engineer, who had been dispatched upon a mis- 
sion by Marmont to the beys and pashas of Erzegovina, Albania 
and Epinis, remained in his dominions to superintend operations. 
This officer in a dispatch to Marshal Marmont, which I have seen, 
affirms that he had no difficulty in developing the motives and esti- 
mating the probable services of all the other chieftains whom he 
visited, but he describes Ali Pasha as a man anived at the head 
of an independent state by a complicated series of the most enor- 
mous crimes, during which he had by forty years practice acquired 
a dissimulation perfectly impenetrable : falsity had become his ha- 
bitual character and his hardened soul never betrayed by the least ex- 
ternal agitation the passion lurking within : accustomed to sacrifice 
veithout mercy all the agents in those transactions which he was not 
willing to avow, a bloody and impervious veil covered all his iha- 
nosuvres. In the commencement of his residence at loannina this 
officer proceeds to say that he was deceived by the vizir's apparent 
symptoms of good faith, b}' the frankness of his protestations and the 
calm physiognomy of his open countenance ; but he soon began to en- 
tertain suspicions of his character and designs by the solicitude shewn 
to mislead him with regard to his military resources, by the discrepancy 
observable between his discourse and actions, by the constant fears 
expressed lest the French Emperor should demand the restoration of 
the ex- Venetian towns, by the merit he made of the fortress which he was 
constructing at Prevesa, and the fluctuation of his projects regarding 
Parga and Santa Maura: all which things proved that Ali had views 
and interests perfectly distinct from his allies, and he soon found that 
these centred in his own occupation of the septinsular republic at the 
conclusion of the war. Every subtile art was put in practice to dis- 
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cover whether Mons. Vaudoncourt possessed any secret order respect- 
ing such an arrangement; in the mean time Ali was constantly making 
a display of his services, agitating his presumed rights over the islands 
which h^ affects to say constitute an integral part of the Epirotic ter- 
ritory, expressing his expectations of a recompence, or endeavouring at 
any rate to elicit a promise of reimbursement in case the cession of any 
place should be required. The colonel did not think proper to destroy 
these hopes lest he should detach him at once from the French in- 
terests, and though he longed to send a statement of his surmises to 
Marshal Marmont, he was restrained by knowing that his dispatches 
would be opened, and he was not in possession of a cipher. A single 
intercepted dispatch might have caused Ali to take measures injurious 
to the welfare of the Dalmatian army, whilst his ulterior views could 
do no harm, and the very belief felt throughout Europe that he .was 
attached to the French cause might in reality prove beneficial to it. 

In the mean time Ali continued his exertions with : extraordinary 
activity : he endeavoured to intrigue with the Tzamouriots and Parami- 
thians, for the purpose of carrying Parga by a coup de main, but in 
this he failed. Under the direction of Colonel Vaudoncourt he threw 
up works round loannina, strengthened his serai of Litaritza, and 
constructed those forts and lines at Prevesa which have been already 
described, and which are formidable when compared with Turkish 
fortifications in general : but his unconquerable avarice, and his inse- 
curity with regard to indemnification, upon the restoration of the 
place being demanded, caused him to thwart his engineer in. every 
plan: however as the object of this latter was only to keep the 
Russians in check, he submitted quietly to all the vizir's caprices, and 
left him a work which is but partially constructed according to the 
rules of art. Having thus secured Prevesa, he prosecuted the siege of 
Santa Maura with all possible activity, hoping to gain possession of 
that island before any general cession should be made, as no one 
knows better the value of previous occupation. His army eacamped 
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OD the beach of Playa, where the channd ot the Dierjctos is narrow* 
ert ; it consbted of 8000 Albanians under command of his old general 
Usof Arapst and to this were opposed on the side of the Russians 
about SOOO troops of the line, with a multitude of the Suliots, Ali's 
inveterate enemies, augmented by numerous deserters who fled firom his 
injustice or his tyranny. 

It is doubtful whether he would not have attained this object of hia 
most ardent wishes, had it not been for a well-timed diversion promoted 
by the Russians, which menaced tlie internal tranquillity of his states. 
This arose irom a general insurrection of the Tsamouriots and Paranu* 
thians, in league with the pashas of Delvino and Berat, and if this 
latter bad been a man of more decided character, Ali, instead of 
gaining Santa Maura, might have been driven out of Epirus. But he 
soon found means to divert Ibrahim from the alliance, sowed dissen- 
sions amongst the others, or checked them by his arms. 

About this time our celebrated naval expedition sailed against Con- 
stantinople, the motives and conduct of which have been so mistaken 
and misrepresented by politicians on this side the water, that I think it 
right to state what opinions were entertained respecting it by those 
nearer to the scene of action. 

Russia, in all her enterprises and political schemes, ever keeps her 
eye fixed upon the possesions of Turkey : she is also aware that she 
never can gain her point unless England be wiDing to assist or unable 
to oppose her* In the year 1806 that great northern power saw a 
fiivourable opening in affairs of which she endeavour^ eagerly to 
take advantage* Knowing that England was alarmed at the prepon« 
derating i^ueoce of Bonaparte, she entered into an alliance with 
her offensive and defensive, and th^i succeeded in forcing Turkey 
into a cmitest by demands which she never would have made bad she 
not been sure of the assistaace of her new ally. At the very com- 
asenecment of this war a powerful Russian army took miKtary pos* 
•f the trnportant provioces of Moldavia and Wallachia, and 

3 



BRITISH BXPEDmON A^QAINBT CONSTANTINOPLE. 181 

the very existence of the Turkish empire in £urope was threatened- 
It was not long before England saw the ultimate aim of Russia, but 
she could not refuse her co-operation without a risk of throwing Alex- 
ander into the arms of Bonaparte ; accordingly Admiral Duckworth 
received orders to advance with his fleet against the Dardanelles. 
That officer sent a frigate to Corfu, with an intimation to Admiral 
Siniavin that he expected his contingent, which was supposed to con- 
sist of about six ships of the line : instead of this however the Russian 
admiral immediately bent the sails of nearly thirty; which when our 
resident in that island observed, he instantly dispatched a confidential 
messenger overland, in the disguise of a Turkish dervish, to inform the 
British admiral of the fact, who, upon this intelligence, made all pos- 
siUe expedition, whilst his Russian ally delayed his course at the isles 
of Hydra, Spezie, and Poros, to procure additional vessels and to man 
his own. Admiral Siniavin was quite astounded when he met our fleet 
at the mouth of the Dardanelles, on its return from Constantinople, 
against which it had not fired a shot : by this circumstance, whether it 
may be styled a lucky incident or a masterly manoeuvre, the Turkish 
capital was saved firom that destruction to which it had been devoted 
by the cabinet of St. Petersburgh. Had the Russian fleet once been 
permitted to anchor before Constantinople, an immense force was pre- 
pared in the Black Sea to co-operate fi-om that quarter, and the 
armies on the Moldavian and Wallachian frontiers were ready to pour 
down upon their prey. At no time before was the Crescent ever 
in rach danger, and it may be long ere Russia shall again be able to 
dirive her adversary so far into the toils. The treaty of Tilsit took 
place soon after these events. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Ali deserted by his French Allies — Sends an Envoy to the. Conference at 
Tilsit — Seven Islands conceded to the French — AU endeavours to gain 
Parga^ but fails — His impolitic Revenge — Admits an English Agent 
to a Conference — Assists the English in making Peace mth Turkey^ and 
publicly espouses the British Interests — Expulsion of the French from 
fve of the seven Islands — Ali takes Berat — Endeavours . to gain pos^ 
session of Santa Maura and Parga^ but fails — Makes a Gain both of 
the English aiid the French — Conquers the Tzamouriot Beys — Subdues 
Kimarra — Mission of Mr. G. Foresti as English Envoy to loannina — 
Ali escapes the Danger of a powerful Invasion by the French Troops 
from Dalmatia and Corfu — Avlona taken and Ibrahim Pasha made 
Prisoner — Ali attacks Gardikij conquers «V, and massacres the Inhabi-- 
tants — Murders the Pasha of Delvino — Takes Measures preparatory 
to putting Ibrahim to death — The Porte sends an Officer to inquire into 
his Conduct — Alis Cunning — His Treatment of the French Consul — 
Alarmed at the Conduct of the Porte — Averts the Storm — rEndeavours 
to bribe General Denzelot and Mr. Pouqueville to surrender up Parga 
to his Arms — Failing in this Attempt he attacks it with his Troops — 
Defeated before the City — Parga surrenders itself to English Protci^ 
tion — Subsequent Transactions relative to its History and fngl Delivery 
into the Hands of its inveterate Foe — Summary of Alts Character- 
Views regarding his Successor^ ^. ^. 

W HEN the armistice was concluded between Russia and France, 
Ali was still occupied in prosecuting the siege of Santa Maura and 
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fdrnofing .'schenies for the extension of his power. But upon that event 
taking place, his IVench allies.witlidrew from the contest, and left him 
to his own resources. A Turk either has, or pretends to have, no no- 
tion of this etiquette and delicacy of conduct ; Ali therefore affected 
great surprise at what he termed a base desertion, discovered traits of 
extreme ill humour, and spread the most extraordinary rumours and 
alarms throughout Albania, being almost thrown off the balance of 
4hat equilibrium which it was still necessary for him to sustain. He 
however dispatched a messenger to the congress at Tilsit, endeavour- 
ing to gain by negotiation what he had failed to take by force. His % 
envoy had formerly been in the service of Bonaparte himself. He 
was originally an Italian friar, and chief inquisitor at Malta, from 
whence he accompanied the French army to Egypt, as interpreter of 
languages : on his return to £urope, after the battle of the Nile, he 
was taken by a Turkish privateer, and sent as a preaent to Ali Pasha 
at loannina: there he. met with a call to the Mahometan faith, into 
which he was admitted under the name of Mahmet ; he insinuated 
himself into the good graces of a beautiful young Turkish damsel 
whom he married, and of his sovereign whom he served with > such 
zeal in various negotiations that he was now appointed ambassador 
and plenipotentiary at this important conference. Here, however, 
his eloquence was of no avail, and he returned to loannina, an* 
nouncing the cession of the Septinsular republic to the dominion of 
France. 

As soon as this cession was made, and the arrival of Csesar Ber- 
thier as governor-general made known. All thought it a favourable op- 
portunity of attempting to gain possession of Parga. With that view 
he sent his second minister of state^ Sechri Effendi, to Corfu, accom* \ 
panied by the schoolmaster Psalida, who urged his demands with so 
many plausible pretexts, and supported his claims so adroijtly . from 
the tenor of that treaty which he had himself so shamefully violated, 
that Berthier, who had received orders from Bonaparte to . humour 
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die Tisir, and concede to him any voMoiiable reqptttt» was npoa the 
point of fturrendering up the place* Just at thn time a deputation 
arrived from Parga to counteract the wiles of their iaTCtefate adver- 
sary, and 80 forcibly did these patriots display his insidious arts, their 
own long attachment and connexion with the Ionian goremment, and 
their unshaken determination to shed the last drop of their blood in 
defence of their independence, that even Berthier was moved to com- 
passion, and felt his soul animated by certain feelings of generous ea« 
thusiasm. He entered heartily into the cause of the Pargbiotes, and 
exerted himself so effectually with the French emperor, that the city 
and territory were taken under protection, and definitively annexed to 
the Ionian government 

Ali^s ambassadors returning with the purpose of their mission un- 
eflfected, excited in his mind a strong feeling of hatred against the 
French interests ; at present however he did not dare to break with 
them ; but it is scarcely possible that he should long remain amicable 
with any power that possesses the Ionian islands. Soon after the 
fiuhu« of these negotiations, he took an opportunity of retaliating in a 
manner not quite consistent with his interests. The authorities in 
Corfb became so distressed for money, owing to a strict blockade by 
the English fleet, that they sent a deputation to the viair requesting 
him to accommodate them with a loan. His refusal was accompanied 
with a haughty intimation, that the pasha of loanaina was neither a 
banker nor a merchant. Now if Ali had not thus permitted his feel* 
ings of hatred or avarice to counteract his schemes of policy, he would 
ha^e mtlier doubled the sum required, and made the French his debtors 
to as large an amount as possible: then a prohibition of supplies, 
uded by the English blockade, would soon haye upset French philan- 
thropy, and Ptega would have been transferred to him as a redemp. 
tion of the debt. Instead of this he irritated them by every method 
in his power, imposing mormons duties upon the com and cattle ex« 
ported from Albania, and demanding the money to be paid in advance. 
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At kngth^ Berthier, incensed ifi hid turn, declared his intention of 
fordog All to restore the other three continental dependencies, and 
Btttrinto firsts that being situated exactly opposite Corfu, at the 
narrowest part of the channel, and called the key of the island which 
itself is styled the gate of the Adriatic. Had the French general at 
this time acted with promptitude, he might have taken the place with 
500 men ; but he delayed till the vizir had thrown a garrison into it of 
6000 Albanians, and the opportunity was lost. Ali then openly defied 
all attempts, and in [addition to his hatred, conceived a contempt for 
his adversary. Lest the French should attempt to recover Prevesa, 
he moved his army from Playa into that place, and completed the sum 
of its misfortunes. In the autumn of 1808, a British agent was dis« 
patched to hold a conference with him at this place, and take advan- 
tage of the growing inclination which he daily felt towards the English, 
whose naval power he foresaw would prove the greatest obstacle, or the 
best auxiliary to his future designs. Our envoy landed, and was met 
at midnight by Ali, upon the ruins of Kicopolis. There they con- 
certed their plan of operatians, and parted befoi^ the morning dawned. 
This secrecy was adopted to keep all knowledge of the fact from the 
Fr^acb consul, whom the vizir had invited that day to a rural fSte near 
Voni2£a, on iht gulf of Arta. He there ld\: his guest in the midst of 
amusements : a swift^sailing boat conveyed him across the gulf, where 
a horse was in readiness, upon whieh he mounted and gallc^ed to- 
wards the plain. 

Ali now became actively engaged in close correspondence with the 
commanders of our fleet, for the purpose of bringing about that peace 
between Turkey and Great Britam, which Sir A. Pkget endeavoured 
in vain to negotiate. Mr. Adair,, who arrived at the Dardanelles in the 
latter end of 1808, had just opened a communication with the Turkish 
Divan, when the inaurrectMO of the janissaries, and the death of the 
Vizir Mustafa Bairactar threw every thing into confusion^ Our 
minister was upon the point of quitting his station in despair, but Ali, 
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aitl of their former dtief, tbe iemem\ttBOCt of whose tirtues eotild dot 
MOD be eradicated from tbcsr nliiidft. 

Leaving tfaid neir acqmsitiod iti the hands of hn fkithfiil follower 
Usuff Araps^ AU returned spe^itj to his capital, to take every possi- 
Ue advantage of our saccess in tbe Ionian sea« Dui^ing the bombard- 
ment of Santa Maura by the British troops, he eticamped opposite 
that island with a large fofce^ anxious to find some opportunity of 
mingling in the affray, and urging his own claims to the occapation of 
the island : these he pressed vehemently after its sorrender, but being 
unable to substantiate them, he deceived onr coimnaiiders, 'by cun« 
ningly gaining permission to build barracks for his soldien ; instead of 
which he threw Up two strong fortresses, each of which commands an 
entrance into the Dioryctos or channel, and one of them even the castle 
of Santa Maura. 

But though Ali could neither gkin fh>m his British aflies the posses- 
aion of Santa Maura, nor persuade them at this time to drive the 
French out of Fargft, that he might himself occupy that fortress, he 
did not think it bis interest to shew any signs of ill humour at present : 
he still bad a great game to play, in which no ally could afford him 
such material assistance as England. He was placed in a most advan- 
tageous position between the great rival powers, and be was deter- 
mined to make the most of it. Five of the islands were under the pro- 
tection of the British, and two under that of the French ; the former 
courting his assistance, and the latter dreading his enmity. In thia 
conjuncture of circumstances he played his cards admirably. He en- 
couraged us to blockade Corfti under promise of co-operation, whilst 
he took advantage of its distress to introduce provisions secretly for his 
own gain and profit. Forging letters of correspondence between the 
French g^ierab and Ibrahim Pasha, or the rulers of other states upon 
the coast of Albania, he very easily procured the assistance of our 
naval commanders in all his ^iterprises ; whilst those hardy and war- 
like tribes who had lutherto resisted his aggressions, because their own 






raJouf hftd been seconded by the powers wbicb possesied tbe loiikui 
Isles, finding tb«ir succours from thence cut off, aiivd their offers of 
devotion rejected, were obhged to surrender uncoi^itionaUy to bis 
arms, or run the chance of war and extermination. Amongst thote 
who chose the former alternative, was Pronio Ag^ of Faramitbia, and 
the famous Hassan Zapari of Margariti, both of whom, after capjftiEH 
lation, were thrown into a dungeon at loannina, where probably th«y 
stiU remain. The Kimarriots, descendants of the ancient Chaonians, 
and the bravest people of Epirus, whose very trade was war, dcifend^d 
their rugged mountains to the last extremity, fighting sword in hand 
with Very little intermission for three successive days, after they had 
expended all their ammunition. All however had gained possession of 
their principal village, called Vouno, by his old art of bribery*, and 
falling upon the rear of these warriors, cut the greatest part of them to 
pieces. The country then surrendered, and the vi^ir having garrisoned 
its strong holds, carried 250 hostages to loannina, for the peaceable 
conduct of the inhabitants : he has since thought proper to wreak his 
vengeance upon this unfbrtunate tribe^ banishing ^hem all to various 
parts of his dominions, and burning all their villages to the ground, 
except one only, named Cut2i, containing about a hundred Greek 
families, whom he permitted to remain, upon condition of their con- 
version to the faith of Mahomet. The great protector of the Kimar- 
riots in former wars had been Giafier Pasha of Aviona, a man of great 
talents and high reputation, whose death AH procured by poison, in a 
bath at St. Sophia. 

It was during these operations, in the spring of IdlO, that Mr. G<orge 
Foresti arrived at loannina in character of English resident, whose ser- 
vices to this country during the time he held so deficate and even daa- 



* It was put into his hands by means of fow brothers of the name of Casneezi, who foaidod for 
#6me y^H atttortrardsin great distinctioti at loaitifiiifa : trtien however All thought proper to la^ waste 
Kiinarr4u he deprived these n|en of all their wealth, and <hrew thenii with their wiveK and familiet, into 
prison, where ihej still remain : and thus he generally serves the traiton whom ke has Employed. 
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gerous an appointment, have been such as no one can well appreciate 
who is not acquainted with the diflSculties he had to encounter. A Greek 
by birth, and endowed with the sagacity of his nation, possessing the 
advantages of a liberal education, wary, cautious, and indefatigable ia 
labour, intimately acquainted with the character of the vizir, he never 
ceased to penetrate his designs, avert his indignation, and keep him 
constant in that line of poUcy which ultimately contributed to preserve 
Europe from the degrading yoke of French tyranny. Nor was his si- 
tuation by any means an enviable one: many incautious promises 
which it was impossible to perform, had been made to Ali by our 
agents, for securing his support, and there were not wanting persons 
who gladly took advantage of such cases to prejudice the vizir's mind 
and avert his favour from the English minister. That gentleman how- 
ever having adopted a plan of great forbearance and inflexible fortitude, 
defeated every attempt made to counteract his influence with the pasha, 
and though he constantly exhibited an inclination of bettering the con- 
dition of his own country as well as of guarding strictly the interests 
of that which he had the honour to serve, he continued till the very 
end of the war to possess greater influence over the mind of this ex- 
traordinary potentate than was ever exercised by any other human 
being. 

In this year Ali escaped the greatest danger with which he had 
hitherto been threatened. This was no less than a plan of operations 
concerted between the French generals, and sanctioned by the Porte, to 
attack him by a force from the island of Corfu and at the same time 
by a large corps under Marshal Marmont from Dalmatia. Nothing 
but our success in Spain, which called Marmont's army to that quarter, 
preserved him from destruction : the French however never totally gave 
up the plan, and would have made the attempt from Corfu alone but 
for the intervention of a British fleet. 

Poor Ibrahim Pasha had been implicated in the formation of this 
enterprise, and was now left alone to resist the attack of his irritated 
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and powerful adversary. Ali besieged him so closely in Avlona, 
whilst two English frigates blockaded the port against the introduction 
of supplies from the French, that Ibrahim fled with a few of his 
principal followers, in disguise, and took refuge in the mountains 
of Arberi or Liapuri^. There he was soon after betrayed, and con- 
ducted by his conqueror in a species of mock triumph to the city of 
Konitza, from whence, after the lapse of a year, he was conducted to 
loannina and confined a close prisoner in a solitary tower, where this 
venerable old man, the father-in-law of Ali's two sons, may be seen 
like a wild beast through the iron bars of his dungeon. 

The Pasha of Del vino, with the chiefs of Liapuri^, Argyro-Castro and 
Gardiki, alarmed at the storm which they saw gathering around them, 
speedily assembled their forces, which were attacked and defeated by 
Ali in the plains between Argyro-Castro and Delvino. He then en- 
tered and took possession of this latter place, making prisoners two 
sons of MustafSi, whom he sent to loannina and confined in a convent 
of the island. There these unfortunate youths languished in close 
custody at the time of our residence, shut out from every consolation 
of society and deprived of the sight of all human . beings except their 
gaolers. Two others made their escape to Corfu where they were soon 
assassinated by an emissary of the vizir, whose bouyourdee was found in 
the villain's pocket, who confessed the fact just before his execution. 
Mustafd himself retired to Gardiki, and thus deferred the fate which ulti- 
mately awaited him. The great city of Argyro-Castro next surrendered 
after a short conflict, upon condition of becoming achiflick,and the whole 
valley of the Druno, the richest and most populous in all Albania, fell 
entirely under the vizir's subjection. No ^lace now remained for him 
to conquer except Gardiki : this had first offended him, and upon this 
he purposed to pour the vial of his wrath to the very dregs. 

Gardiki, whose population was entirely Mahometan, surmounted a 
fine conical bill surrounded by an amphitheatre of the most splendid 
mountain scenery. Its constitution was a species of republic, each fa- 
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mUy aendiag a refH'eiAntative to the general council, out of which 
thirteen meraben were chosea by vote to form the executive gorernment. 
Tbeir office was annual end tbey had power of life and death, though 
it was necesaary ibr eight of them to concur in cases of capital con- 
demnatioD. No person was allowed to carry arms within the city 
walla, and a murderer not only forf^ted his life to the state, but also 
bis property, both personal and real, to the family of his victim. 

The Gardikiotes well knowing what tbey had to expect from the re- 
sentment of their ancient foe, prepared for the most vigorous defence, 
giving the command of their troops, amongst which vren many chiefs 
and distinguished officers of other clans, to Demir Dosti, a general of 
consummate prudmce and exalted courage, a descendant of that very 
person who bad rescued Ali'a mother and sister from the shameful 
treatmsflt of his feUow citixens. The vizir's army was ccHnmanded by 
two of bis most experieoced officers, Usuff Araps and Emir Bey, and 
was so large that 500 horseJoads of calamboci were distributed dailj 
in rations to the troops. 

For a long time operations went on slowly and little more was 
efiected towards the subjugating of Gardiki llian the capture or de- 
StructioD of its d^>endent villages and advanced posts. This delay 
was occasioned by Ali's own genaals, who being aware of his vindic- 
tive intentions and willing to spare a population who professed the 
same religiona faith as themselves, dispatched messenger after messenger 
to their master, r^ireeenting the eztr^ne difficulty of atoTrn'mg the 
place and requesting bis permission to offisr to the Gardikiotes the 
same terms of capitulation as were accepted by Argyro-Castro. Ali 
soon penetrated their designs, and det^mined to countottct Uiem. 
Accordingly he sent for Athanasi Vay&, that military officer upoa 
whose fidelity and discretion be can BMst rely, and dispatdied him to 
the army with a large body of Gre^ and Albanian troops, giving him 
instructions to act promptly in combination with all the other Greeks 
of the army. Athanasi on his arrival at the camp asstHiibled together 
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e^rtain officers, shewed them the vizir's bouyourdee couched in the 
strongest terms, attached them to his own forces, and without the 
slightest communication with the Turkish generals, who dared not in- 
terfere, led them sword in hand against Gardiki. He first carried a 
large farm house at the bottom of the hill which had been entrenched 
and converted into a strong out-post : from thence he drove its defenders 
up a steep and narrow path leading towards the city, in which they 
took refuge as well as in a small fortress which commanded the ascent. 
The Grfeeks animated by the example of their leader, and joyful at an 
opportunity of exterminating a Mahometan tribe, followed through 
every difficulty and danger, forced the citadel, and soon gained pos- 
session of the city itself, which was given up to all the horrors of an 
assault in the very sight of the Turkish troops below. Very few per- 
sons eseaped Irom slaughter or captivity. Amongst the prisoners were 
MustafSb Pasha, Demir Dosti, and a great train of beys and ag^s: these 
were sent immediately under a strong escort to loannina, whither they 
were brought in a species of mock triumph and treated at first not only 
with kindness but munificence. This refinement in cruelty is not un- 
usual with Ali when he wishes to make his victims feel more keenly a 
reverse of fortune. The other citizens of Gardiki were distributed 
through the different towns and villages in the vicinity, which became 
answerable for their appearance under the most dreadful penalties; 
whilst the unfortunate females, they who least deserved it, became con- 
versant with calamity in its most fiightful forms : after having been sub- 
jected to the brutal passions of the soldiery, they were conducted to 
that tigress in a human shape, Shainitza, at her palace in Libochobo : 
there their beautiful flowing hair was cut off close to their heads in the 
presence of that sanguinary monster, who first stamped it contemptuous- 
ly under foot and then ordered that part of her divan to be stuffed with 
it upon which her unwieldy form is accustomed to repose : these inno- 
cent and unfortunate victims of inhuman cruelty were afterwards 
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turned out destitute upon the mouiitainBy when the penalty of death had 
been proclaimed against any one who should harbour or relieve them. 
After a few weeks Ali departed, at the head of a large body of troops, 
to Libochobo, to pay his sister a visit and congratulate her upon the 
satisfaction made to her violated honour. We may well suppose that 
the storm of vengeance now raging in his bosom was not allayed by 
the soothing entreaties of feminine compassion. Before he left loan- 
nina he gave orders that all the Gardikiote beys should be cast into 
close confinement in the monasteries of the island, whilst secret in- 
structions concerning them were left with his agents. During his resi- 
dence atLibochobo he commanded all the prisoners to be brought from 
the surrounding districts on a certain day and hour into the court of a 
large han called Valiar^ in the valley of Deropuli, about five miles from 
Argyro-Castro, near the commencement of the Gardikiote territory. 
Thither he proceeded at the appointed time with about 3000 of his troops. 
Seated in his carriage at the gate of the han he ordered each person to 
be called out separately befi^re him, and when he had minutely investi* 
^ted his age, parentage and profession, he ordered a few to be carried 
into a place of security (those probably who had been settlers in the 
place unce the insult which he was about to revenge) and the rest he 
remanded back into the court of the han. He then commanded hisr 
troops to advance, who were well aware of the service upon which they 
were about to be employed : the Mahometans all held back, but the 
Greekseagerly mounted the walls which surrounded the area wherein the 
prisoners were enclosed. Ali then took a musket from the hands of a 
soldier, and having ordered the ban gates to be thrown open, discharged 
the first shot into the crowd of victims : this was the signal for a general 
massacre; the surrounding troops fired amongst them till their ammuoi* 
tion was expended, when others succeeded and continued the work of 
death. The fnry of despair ministered arms to some of these wretched 
parisonersi, who with stones tor nirom the pavement and the walls wounded 
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many of their, destrojen : others retreated into one of the apartments of 
the ban, to which fire was immediately applied, and those who escaped 
the volleys of musketry fell a sacrifice to the flames. In the mean time, a 
few having burst out of the area, came in despair and flung themselves 
at the feet of the viair and cried for m»cy in accents that might have 
moved a heart of flint; but AU's heart is harder ti^an flint, and not a 
sin^e rill from the fount of mercy flows into his aoul : he ordered his 
chaoushes and kaivaais to cut the imploring suppliants in pieces with 
their ataghans before his £ice. The bloody work was thus completed, 
when the bodies, amounting to between seven and eight hundred, were 
left unburied to rot upon the spot where, they had Mien ; the gateway of 
the area was wailed up and an inscription placed over it cut in stone, 
which signifies, thus perish ajll tub enemies op Dili's house*. 

On the very day of this butchery the Gardikiote beys who had been 
left at loannina to ibe namber cf seventy-two, were brought down to 
a coiivent upon the island opposite Mitsikeli^ where ihej were ail 
strangled, thdr bodies conveyed in boats to the opposite cihore and 
buried at the foot of the mountain. ^Erom the han Alt prooeeded with 
his troops to the ooce flouiishing city of Gardiki, which he laid in raioa, 
placing it under an anathema or curse, and prohibiting it from «ver 
again becoming. the habitation of maa during the ccmtinuance of his 
dynasty in Albania. The property of its citizens he had before converted 
to his own use, and as they were great merchants, he kept an accurate 
account of aU the debts found due to them, and exacted the most punc- 
tual payment. This then is the fate of Gardiki: its walls demolished, 
its policy tiissolved, its riches dispersed audits people massacred, it has 



♦ An Albanian poet afterwards :~'' long inscription in Romaic Terse, which with Ali's sanction 
^9i» placed oyer the door of tliifi han. The reader will find it in the Appendix with a translatum. The 
whole transaction at the han may be compared with one related by his biographer of the deified Aa« 
gnstns. *' Perusia capta, in plurimos animadvertit : orare veniam yel excusare se conantibus una voce 
ooctirrens mojukhdum esse. Soribant quidam treeentos ex dedititik eleotos utriusque ordiniSy ad aram 
Divo Julio extructam Idibus Martiis hostiarum more mactatos." 
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become a dwelling place for owls and the coiled serpent basks within 
its desolated courts. 

Every Gardikiote that was subsequently discovered within the domi- 
nions of Ali was arrested and put to death, when his corpse was sent 
to augment the mouldering heap of his unfortunate countrymen at the 
han of Valiarfe. The vizir was grievously offended with his son Veljr, 
who refused to put to death some Gardikiotes in his service or surrender 
them up. It is scarcely necessary to observe that Ali glories in this 
deed, which he considers one of just and pious retribution. It 
occurred on the 15th of March, 1812. 

When the vizir returned to loannina he gratified a revenge, not less | 

bitter from its being protracted, upon his old antagonist Mustafik, 
Pasha of Delvino. This wretched victim he confined in the same 
convent with his two sons, and gradually starved him to death, allow- 
ing him only one small piece of calamboci bread and one draught of 
water for his daily fare. His body was then publicly exposed in pre-- 
sence of the cadi and mufti, as is customary on the death of a pasha, 
to see whether there be any marks of violence upon the corpse : it was 
reported that he had died a natural death ; but this report was little 
credited at Constantinople. A few months after this horrid murder, 
his cruelty or his policy demanded another sacrifice, and the destined 
victim was no other than the venerable Ibrahim. However, before he 
ventured to imbrue his hands in the blood of this respectable character 
he thought it necessary to discover whether such a deed were likely to 
arouse the indignation of the Porte. In order therefore to sound the 
feelings of the Divan, he put in practice the following manoeuvre. On 
a certain day Ibrahim Pasha disappeared from his apartment in the 
tower. The messenger who was sent every morning by his daughters 
to inquire after their father's health, came back and reported the cir- 
cumstance of his absence, adding that he had made all possible inqui- 
ries without being able to discover his abode. The daughters hearing 
this, and feeling convinced that their father had been secretly put to 
1 
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death, set up the Albanian howl for the dead, in which they were 
joined by all the slaves of their harems as well as by the women of the 
adjoining mansions : from thence the cry was spread from house to 
house, and the whole city of loannina rung with lamentations during 
three days for this imaginary death of Ibrahim. The occurrence 
indeed was generally believed, and the French consul dispatched a 
courier with the intelligence to Constantinople. This messenger was 
stopped by the agents of Ali, his dispatches were read, and he was 
allowed to proceed. The news occasioned a strong prejudice against 
Ali in the minds of all. A council was called, and a capigi-bashee of 
the highest rank was sent to loannina with the sultanas commands to 
investigate the affair and bring back the depositions of the great 
officers of religion and the law. The messenger arrived,, and being 
introduced into All's presence surrounded by all his ministers, stated 
the object of his mission, and produced his credentials, attested by the 
signet of the sultan. Ali affecting great surprise, exclaimed, ^^ Dead I 
Ibrahim, my father, dead!"' whilst all his divan followed him in expres- 
sions of incredulity and astonishment. Then turning to his two 
ministers, Mahomet and Sechri Effendi, he added, ^^ Go and accom- 
pany this officer of the Porte to the apartment of Ibrahim, and let 
him see what falsehoods have been circulated respecting us.'' Ac- 
cordingly they went and found the object of their visit in the very best 
apartment of the seraglio, surrounded by every thing which could 
minister to his comfort. Ibrahim being instructed in what to say, and 
threatened with the extremity of torture, if he should disclose the 
truth, requested the capigi-bashee to say to his lord the sultan — that 
he kissed the ground on which he trod, and was penetrated with the 
deepest gratitude for the honour of his kind inquiries ; but that he was 
perfectly well and more than content with his condition at loannina, 
being treated in the kindest manner by the vizir, and rendered happy 
in the society of his daughters and their children ; that he felt himself 
now grown too old for the cares of government, and that his domi^ 
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nions codld Hot possibly be under better adroinistrAtion than that of his 
d^ar friend All Pasha* 

The capigi-basheei having received this most luexpected answer, 
returned to the coundl-room^ where he was thw addressed bjr the 
oraftj Ali: ^^ See/' said he, ** how I am surrounded by enemies! it is 
my itiisfortune always to excite suspicion^ and to have my ma* 
tives and actions misrepresented ; and this was the case lately, oq 
the death of Mustafik Pasha of Ddvino : go now and report to my 
master the sultan all you have seen and beard, and assure him that 
Ali^ in his old age, will not dishonour his gtey hairi, nor act in oppo- 
sition to the wishes of his sovereign/' The capigi^bashee in the mean 
time was loaded with presents and magnificently entertained, but be 
was not allowed to be for a minute absent from Aii's satellites, who 
feoftOunded him and prevented the access of all >vfao could have told 
hitti the truth : in like manner he was attended by a guard of hcmxmr 
to the very suburbs of Constantinople, where he gave « most favour* 
able report of All's conduct, who in consequence received a letter of 
thabks from the grand lignor. Ibrahim still remains alive in dose 
confinement, from which, as ^ as he himsdf is concerned, deadi 
wottkl be a fortunate rdease. 

This affair being concluded, Ali, glad of the opportunity, resoked 
to retaliate upon (he consul-general for his interference. Accordingly 
he interdicted all his subjects, except those wbo were employed as 
ftpies and informers, fh>m holding the least commumcation with his 
dwelling, and thus, in the midst of a large capital, Mr. Bonqueville 
lived in a spedfes of the most distressing solitude^ To speak the truth, 
Ali had mote reason for this condoct and for his irritation against the 
Fk^enoh, tfaian for many other acts. A regular system had been for 
some tiMe^ and still continued to be carried on, between Monsieur 
Andreoesy French minister at tbe Parte^ tihe Due de Bassano at 
Paris, and General Denssdot at Corfo^ with die Consnl-^general of 
Albania, to create every species of Ennoyanoe in their power against 



ALARBfED AT THS C»NDUCT OF THB POIWE. 19§ 

All Pasha, to stir up rebellion against him in his own country, or hos* 
tihty from without^ and niost especially to represent him in his true 
character at Constantinople, to draw down upon his head the ven*- 
geaiice of insulted majesty. All this was well known; for not a single 
courier did Monsieur Pouqueville ever dismiss from loannina who was 
not arrested, and not a single dispatch did he write that was not 
copied for the vizir's inspection, who possessed the key of his cipher* 
It is also a fact that the Porte, irritated by the deceitful conduct of 
AH during the whole of his eventful life, and instigated by these 
representations, did actually entertain serious ideas, in the year 181Sf 
of attacking him in his strong holds. But, not to compromise the 
character of the Ottoman government in attempting what it might be 
found impossible to effect, commissioners were sent to inspect hit 
country and make returns of his forces, his military and naval stores, 
castles, fortresses ; all of which were freely and immediately ofiered to 
inspection. 

Ali was at first alarmed by these demonstrations of energy, and 
assured a Greek gentleman of my acquaintance that he would defend 
himself to the last extremity, and if then pressed^ would blow himself 
up, with his serai of Litaritza, rather than fall into the hands of his 
enemies. Things however were not likely to arrive at this pass ; he 
had made himself too useful to the £nglish, and was considered 
likely to be too efficient in their cause, to be neglected when he had 
need of their assistance : it was thought therefore that the representa« 
tions of our ambassador to the Divan had no little influence in averting 
this storm from the dominions of our ally. The arrival of a secretary 
from the English ambassador, a few months before our visit to loanp 
nina, was considered intimately connected witb these arrangements^ 
and this, amongst other things, contributed probably to the marked 
civility with which we were treated by the vi«ir. 

During our residence in his capital ttiose great events occurred which 
kd to the destniction of Bonaparte's authimty, and the ultuiate re* 
2 
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moval of the French from the Albanian confines. He knew that the 
EngUsh would soon either by force or treaty occupy the remainder of the 
Ionian islands, and he was iiow most anxious to take advantage of the 
decUning state of French affairs to gain possession of Parga, that 
8ingl0 solitary rock, which alone, throughout the whole extent of his 
dominions, was illuminated by the rays of Uberty. Having failed 
however in the alluring temptations which he held out to Monsieur 
Pouqueville and General Denzelot, he determined upon one of those 
prompt movements which are so habitual to him, and for which he had 
been some time prepared, feeling little doubt but that if he should once 
gain possession of the place, he could find means to justify his conduct 
or appease resentment. Unauthorized then by his government, which 
at this time was at peace with France, and without any declaration 
of war, he moved that overwhelming force against unhappy Parga 
in the month of February, 1814, to which I have before alluded : at the 
same time he ordered his flotilla to sail from Prevesa for the purpose of 
aiding in the siege and intercepting all the inhabitants that might 
endeavour to escape to the islands : these directions, however, were 
rendered nugatory by the spirited conduct of some Ejiglish cruisers, 
who reftised to let his vessels approach. 

On the 28th of February All's troops carried by assault Aj^ and Ka- 
pesa, two frontier villages of the Parghiot territory, putting to death 
many of the inhabitants, and sending the remainder into a slavery 
still worse than death. After this a small fort was erected and the 
army advanced upon Parga; but the French garrison retired into 
the citadel without any show of resistance; the only opposition 
was made by the bravery of the inhabitants. These marched out 
with exultation to the defence of their country, accompanied even 
by their women and children, who handed ammxmition and loaded the 
muskets of their husbands and their parents. The contest was nei- 
ther long nor sanguinary ; for the Parghiots having the advantage of 
ground and shelter, effectually checked the vizir's troops, especially his 
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cavalry, as they charged up a narrow causeway leading to the city, 
that they were obliged to retreat after losing several of their com- 
panions, among whom was a near relation of Ali's, the commander of 
the Albanian forces : the body of this young man was buried on the 
frontier, and a mausoleum erected over his remains, at which it is 
thought that Ali was resolved, if he took the place either by storm or 
capitulation, to immolate his adversaries in what he would call an ex- 
piatory sacrifice. 

In spite of tliis victory, however, the poor Parghiotes had sufficient 
cause to tremble, while such numerous and active enemies remained 
hovering over their borders, and their defenders were so inert in their 
behalf. They had still further reason for alarm, when they discovered 
that a secret correspondence was carried on between their inve- 
terate foe and the commandant of the French garrison. In this di* 
lemma they dispatched a message to Captain Garland, who had 
lately taken possession of the little island of Paxo, and requested 
to be received under British protection. This was referred to 
General Campbell, the governor of the Ionian isles, who immediately 
dispatched the Honourable Sir C. Gordon with a force ready to take 
advantage of any favourable circumstances. Captain Hoste, of the 
Bacchante fingate, and Captain Black, of the Havannah, met this officer 
at Paxo, and entered into consultation respecting the proper measures 
to be pursued ; when it certainly does appear to have been deter- 
mined that if the Parghiotes would, as of their own accord, disarm 
the French garrison and give guarantees for the sincerity of their in- 
tentions, they should be taken under British protection and follow the 
fate of the Ionian islands^. 

* ** The fortress of Paiga is considered as an appendage of the GoTemment , of the Seren Io« 
nian Islands, and more particularly as an outwork of the garrison of Corfu towards the Turkish 
frontier. In consequence of its situation on the main land of Greece, its commanding position as 
a place of strength, and the increased preponderancy the possession of it would not fail to throw into 
the hands of the Turks, and more particularly the vizir Ali Pasha of loannina, whose pashalic sur^ 
rounds it, it has erer been an object of much jealousy with those powers, who have made many efforts 
to obtain a footing in Parga, and, vice vers^ for these same motivesi it has been equally the wise 
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To tliese conditions the Parghiotes cheerfully consented, and with 
the utmost secrecy they organized a plot for taking possession of the 
dftadel. An English flag, concealed under the girdle of a boy, was 
brought into the fortress without exciting suspicion j a signal was 
given by ringing a bell to the conspirators, who rushed forwards, dis- 
armed the centinels, seiaed upon the rest of the garrison, and hoisted the 
British standard in place of the tri-coloured flag. Only one man loat 
his life in this almost bloodless conspiracy ; he was a Cephalonian in 
the French service, and commissary of police, who thrusting his 
head out of a window, with loud exhortations to blow up the 
magasine, was instantly shot The inhabitants being now in full 
possession of the place, Sir Charles Gordon landed with a detachment 
of British troops from the Bacchante, sent off the French garrison 
under terms of capitulation to Corfu, and took possession of the place 
on the 9Sd of March, 1814* 

The subsequent history of this unhappy state is as difficult to handle 
as it is painful to dwell upon : for the Englishman who shall record 
its annals will find himself constantly perplexed by an apparent 
breach of faith and violation of a compact which is complained of, 
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Clicy of the powers occupying the Seyen Islands, and Corfu in particular, to maintain firmly their 
U of that fortnn and its territory." These are Oeneral Caropbeirs lostmctioas to Lieut Bruttoa, 
who commanded at Pa[p in May 1815, and General Campbell was tlie officer and Higli Commis- 
tnoner with whom the Parghiotes treated for the surrender of their country to the Briliah flag. See 
Col. de Bosset upon Paiga, p. 00. The main point upon which this question tunis» is the oompacty 
made or implied, between General Campbell and the Parghiotes, respecting their surrender to the Bri- 
tish flag. If their eurraBder was conditional, as the instructions of that efficer aboYo quoted seem to 
prove. It will follow that our delivering up Parga to Ali Pasha was unjust, and it will not be enough to 
lay that no mention was made of Parga in the treaties of Paris or Vienna* Turks alone would justify 
such a proceeding by such an argument. If the surrender of the Parghiotes was unconditional, I still thiu 
the measures pursued were cruel and impolitic, cruel, because the inhabitants did not receive full com* 
pensation for their property, and could receive none for the rupture of moral ties and associations; im- 
politic, because the tide of feeling among the inhabitants of the Levant has been thereby turned against 
Great Britain ; because some port on the Epirotic coast is absolutely necessary for the well-being of the 
lotiian Islands; and because Ali Pasha, so far from having a claim upon Paiga, was rather bound to re^ 
store all the other continental dependencies to their original constitution, since he, in the name of the 
Ottoman Porte, so inhumanly violated the treaty of March 1800; above all, because a Christian power 
bfihus exhibited to the world as yielding up the rights of Christians to an infidel tyrant, rights which the 
very name of that power could have dcKnaed, and whose flag waving upon the fortress of Parga would 
have been a suflicient protection. 
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whether just] J or unjuitly, bj the Farghiotes ; whilst be will have need 
of extreaie caution to prevent bis involving innocent parties with the 
guilty, and to guide him ip affixing blame where blame is due. In 
spite o^' this, the duty of an histonan, when undertaken, mu9t be impur-» 
lially fulfilled. 

Under tbe powerful aegis of Great Britain, Parga remained for about 
three years comparatively happy, increasing both in waahji and popu«* 
lation, although the mention of its name was omitted in the treaties c^ 
Vienna and Paris, which consigned to English protection the Septin« 
sular republic. Strang rumours however were soon set afloat, highly 
calculated to disturb the tranquillity of its Giti;?eos ; but they wexe 
still unable to believe that a Christian power, so noted for its integ^ 
rity, would give them up to their bloody and inveterate enemy : under 
this conviction their devoted attachment to their protectors was showB 
in every mode that a grateful, industrioiis, and moral people, like the 
Parghiotes, could possibly devise* : but whoever has perused the 
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* General CampbelU in his instnictioiis to Lieut. Brutton, giv€t the follovring testiniovy to ifaifir 
characler. ** The inhabitaDts are Albanian Greeks, extremely tenacious of their freedom, and of the 
liberty of their small community, and habitually adverse to the dominion of the Turks. They are a 
spirited and independent people, tboo^ at the same time docile and easy of command when treated 
liberally and justly; and all the male population are trained to arms, and expert in the use of them.** 

The following is Colonel Leake's opinion of the Parghiotes (Researdies in Greece, p. 413), io 
reference to an unfavourable notion of their character, which Mr. Hobhouse had unwarily contracted. 
'* This character of the Parghiniotes is not just, and they are Greeks, not Albanians. Parga is one of 
those places which, being in a state approaching to independence, may be supposed to furnish the 
strongest resemblance to the ancient republics of Greece. Under the Venetians they enjoyed a munici- 
pality of their own and certain privileges, which, when they became vassals of Turkey, were secured to 
them by the powers who guaranteed the Septinsular republic. Hence at Parga poperty was more secure 
and industry more encourafied than at any place upon the continent of Ghreeoe ; but th^r situation hae 
been altered since the arrival of the French.'^ Col. de Bosset's opinion of this unfortunate people is thus 
expressed : nor had any one ever a better opportunity of discovering their character than that officer. 
** The state of hostility which has always prevailed between the Parguinotes and the Turks, has rendered 
them brave, and has familiarized them to arms and dangers ; they are temperate, and commonly attain 
an advanced age. The women of Parga are generally handsome ; their dreBB is a jacket of doth or silk^ 
embroidered or trimmed with gold, with a long plaited petticoat. The hair is entwined vrith a double 
cord of red silk, and gracefully fastened up behind." 

'* The foreisn garrisons which have occupied Parga at different periods, have had little influenoe on 
the manners of the inhabitants. They are attached to their ancient usages : their mode of life is simple; 
their women are chaste, though they enjoy the greatest degree of social freedom." 

** They are hospitable, and one of the reasons for which AH Pasha bates them and wishes to possess 
their country, is, that it afforded an asylum to the victims of his tyranny. Many eauiapks might b* 
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foregoing history of Ali Pasha, will be prepared to believe that his 
bitious miDd would not rest quietly when disappointed in a design 
which lay nearest his heart. His gold proved in this, as in many 
other instances, all-powerful at Constantinople. Parga was demanded 
by the Porte as the price of her acquiescence in our occupation of the 
Ionian isles; and a secret treaty consigned over to Mahometan des- 
potism the last little spot of ancient Greece which had remained un- 
polluted by her infidel conquerors. 

An article however was inserted in this treaty which provided that 
every person who emigrated should be remunerated for the loss of his 
property; and if the terms of this agreement had been fiadrly and 
strictly adhered to, the Parghiotes would not have had so much ap- 
parent reason to accuse their protectors of adding injustice to a cruel 
policy. The resolution of the high contracting powers was not com- 
municated to this people before the month of March^ 1817* It was 
then announced to them by the Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian 
islands through the medium of Lieut. Col. de Bosset, with whom a 
reinforcement of 300 British troops were sent to repress all commo- 
tions, and secure the garrison from danger. It is but justice to that 
excellent officer to say that in this delicate situation, obliged by mihtary 
duty to fulfil his orders, and urged by a natural generosity to give ear 



•ddaoed of their hospitolitj. The protecdoQ which they afforded to the unhappy Suliotei who had 
escaped the swoid of Ali, would aloae eatabliah their reputation for this virtue. 

** Considered with respect to their neighbours and to their fertile soil and mild climate, they may be 
pronounced an industrious people. To be convinced of this, we have only to view the proraerity and 
smiling aspect of this little country, and to obs^ve that by which it is bounded. Beyond the boundaries 
of the territory of Parga, every thing bespeaks desolation and tyranny. The eye discovers nothing 
but waste lands, abandoned to some scattered flocks, of which the shepherds are wretched slaves. 
Ruined and deserted dwellings announce to the traveller, that this country, ere it belonged to the Pasha 
of loannina, was less unhappy. 

** Within these few years the inhabitants of that region have been torn from the land of their birth and 
transported to remote countries, without succour, without means of subnstsnoe, and a great proportion 
of them have been already destroyed by sickness, want, and despair." 

These accounts of the character of the Parghiotes were amply confirmed to me when I visited their 
country, by that excellent officer the Hon. air Charles Gordon, under whose government the people 
amMared to enjoy as great a degree of rational civil liberty, supported by firmness, and digni&d by 
urMnity, as I ever recollect witnessing in any settlement occupied by the British arms. 
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to the pathetic remoDstrances and despairing resolves of the miserable 
suppliants, he shaped his course in such a manner as to entitle him to 
the praise of the good and virtuous, the approbation of his own con- 
science, and the eternal gratitude of the unfortunate Parghiotes. 

Considerable pains were taken in persuading this people to transfer 
allegiance to that intriguing foe who wished to become their sove- 
reign ; but in vain : a thorough knowledge of his character acquired by 
an experience of thirty years, saved them from this extremity of cala- 
mity. With one voice they resolved, if the decree against their be- 
loved country was irrevocable, to beg their bread in foreign lands 
rather than be butchered in cold blood by a tyrant who had sworn 
to sacrifice every Parghiot to his implacable revenge. Who that has 
perused these pages will be surprised at their resolution ? Under such 
circumstances Colonel de Bosset ordered an estimate to be taken of 
public and of private property. This amounted, on a very moderate 
calculation, to more than 500,000 pounds, a very small pittance for a 
well-built city* containing near 4000 inhabitants, and villages peopled 
with many more, in a tract of the most fertile territory that can be 
imagined, within a circuit of twenty miles, enriched with 81,000 olive 
trees, from which the finest oil in the Levant was made and exported 
on the most advantageous terms. 

With this sum however the poor inhabitants professed themselves 
satisfied, and consented to be transported from the land of their birth, 
the sepulchres of their forefathers, the edifices of their religious worship, 
and all those sweet associations which render the name of our country 
so sacred. AH Pasha however was not quite so contented, as he 
thought it very hard to pay any thing at all for a place which he 
always afiects to consider his own by right of promise. Agents there- 
fore were sent to him at loannina, who entered into a long and 
tedious negotiation, which was studiously protracted by Ali, for the 
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purpose of gaioing time and watching any opportunity that might 
occur for seizing his unguarded prey. In the mean time the poor 
victims had been deprived of their best friend: Colonel de Bosset, 
being considered an unfit agent in these transactions, was rdieved 
from his post and departed for England : other commiasionen were 
appointed to value the property of the Parghiotes; Alt poured his 
troops around their frontiers, and exerted every nerve to gain pos* 
session of the place by endeavouring to sow dissensions, to poison 
the water and breaid of the inhabitants, to introduce a number 
of his adherents into the city by stratagem, and to terrify the people 
by the most horrid threats and menaces of vengeance unless they sub* 
mitted to his authority. All these efforts howe^'er were rebutted 
by their constancy and vigilance: but being in daily expectation 
of seeing their country delivered over to their persecutor, they ne- 
glected either to sow the ground or to engage in commercial specula- 
tions ; so that in addition to the rest of their mismes, famine and 
want began to stare them in the face. In this state of distress, aug- 
mented to the utmost by Aii's agents, who prohibited all supplies 
wherever his authority extended, the ministers of religion, joined by the 
primates, set a noble example of patriotism and liberality for the 
relief of their suffering brethren ; and by tlieir means a supply of com, 
though scanty, was procured. 

At length appeared the new valuation of property, for which a 
sum less than 150,000/. sterling was deemed an equivalent*! and 



* This valuation was, I believe, made between British and Albanian commissioners alone I and no 
Parghiot was allowed a voice in what so intimately concerned his interests. If a fair estimate bad been 
made of Pargbiot property, I know Ali Pasha enough to say, that he never would have become the 
purchaser. Will any traveller in Greece, or any other person acquainted with the subject, say that 
81,000 of the finest olive trees in the woiid (as the distnct in which Parga is situaled is called 
Elaiatis by Thucydides, rar^ iii&xp^* ^^^ ^^® abundance and excellence of these trees) are not alone 
worth more than the whole sum given by Ali Pasha for the Parghiote territory ? This I will venture 
to say, without fear of contradiction, that the gathering of the fruit alone in an abundant season is 
worth more than was given for the trees. ** An acre planted with vines or oHvcm, however arid or 
rocky the soil may be, will very easily be made worth ten times as much as an acre of the richest com 
land." Midiaelis on the Laws of Moses, vol iii. p. iSa 
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after some further delay, daring which all remoiistrances were answered 
only by threats, preparatimis were at length made for the eracuatioti 
of Parga, which took place on the 10th of April, ISip^ during the 
festival of Easter. 

The concluding details of thi« mouraful history are extracted chiefly 
from the papers of the day, confirmed by the best authorities which 
I could procure. By the Lwd High Commissioner's orders, the officer 
commanding the British garrison at Farga made known to the in*- 
habitants, that according to arrangements made with Ali Pasha, a 
Turkish force was to enter their territory without delay ; but that the 
EngUsh troops would remain for their protection until the emigration 
was completed. On receiving this intimation, which was confirmed by 
the appearance of a large Ottoman force, the Parghiotes, having held 
a consultation^ sent to inform the commandant, that such being the 
determination of the British government, they had unanimously re- 
solved, that should one single Turk enter their territory before all of 
them had a fair opportunity of quitting it, they would put to death 
their wives and children, and defend themselves to the last extremity 
against any force, Turkish or Christian, that should violate the solemn 
pledge which had been given them. 

The English commandant, perceiving by the preparations that 
their resolution was fixed, instantly dispatched information to the 
Lord High Commissioner at Corfu, who sent to expostulate with the 
Parghiotes. When the British officers arrived at Parga, the inha- 
bitants were disinterring the bones of their ancestors from the churches 
and cemeteries, and burning or burying them in secret places to prevent 
their profanation by the Turks. The primates, with the protopapas at 
their head, assured the officers that the meditated sacrifice would be im« 
mediately executed, unless they could stop the entrance of the Turks 
who had already arrived near the frontier, and effectually protect their 
embarkation* This appeared to be no idle threat, and fortunately 
means were found which prevailed with the Ottoman commandant 
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to halt his forces : in the mean time the Glasgow frigate, which had 
been sent from Corfti, having arrived, the embarkation commenced. 
It is said that the appearance of this brave people, kneeling down to 
kiss for the last time the land which gave them birth, and watering it 
with their tears, was a roost affecting scene: some of them carried 
away a handful of the soil, to be a solace in their misfortunes, an 
inheritance to their children, a memento of their wrongs, and a stimu- 
lus to the recovery of their country : others took for the same pur- 
pose a small portion of those sacred ashes from their pile, which had 
been once animated by the spirits of their forefathers, and many carried 
away the bones which they had not time to bum. When the bands of 
Ali Pasha reached the walls, all was solitude and silence. The city, 
as it has been observed, received its in6del garrison as Babylon or 
Palmyra salutes the Christian traveller in the desert — ^nothing breathed, 
nothing moved; the houses were desolate, the nation was extinct, the 
bones of the dead were almost consumed to ashes, whilst the only sign 
that living creatures had been there was the smoke slowly ascending 
from the funeral piles*. 



* In the above details, I profeas myaelf to have been uninfluenced by any party feelings, and uner- 
eited by anv motives to detraction. I am totally unacquainted with the iodiTiduals connected, or 
supposed to be connected, with the cession of Parga, and no one, I think, who has read these pages, 
will accuse me of a desire to calumniate mv country ; a country whose constitution I venerate and 
whoae very soil I love ; but he who loves his own country best will be moat tender of the righti of 
others, and I own I have been anxious that every shadow of reproach should vanish from the name of 
that country amongst foreign nations, and that ita ancient character for honour and generosity should 
be preserved inviolate : having moreover been a resident upon the rock of Paiga and also resident 
in Albania, when the tvrant, whose history I have undertaken to portray, made his first attempts 
agaiost that republic, I felt called upon to detail fearlessly and impartially every drcumstanoe 
of this unfortunate case, upon the authenticity of which I could rely. I presume not to blame 
any individual, I wish not to exasperate any party ; but I wish earnestly to impress upon a Gtovem- 
ment which is always ready to correct any oversight in its political measures, the necessity of inquiriog 
strictly and impartially into the conduct of its agents: it is very easy to oppress the oppressed, and it 
is certain that the whole continent rings with exclamations, not more at the decrees made against 
Parga Uian at the extreme hankness with which those decrees have been put into execution : a harsh- 
DMs very different from that humamiy and tiberatibf which appear so prominent in the speech of the Lord 
High Commissioner before the Legislative Assembly of the Ionian states, on the 7th of April, IS20. 
Let the reader weigh well in his mind the following paragraphs, which appeared in the same paper with 
his Excellency'^ speech, and then say whether some iDquiry upon this important subject, which 
|Mromis0i the honour of a great nation, is not indispensable. 
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The unfortunate exiles are now principally at Corfu and Paxo, 
no longer a nation, no longer united by the same public and pri- 
vate ties; but houseless wanderers, either waiting for the distribu- 
tion of that miserable pittance which is called a compensation 
for the loss of property, natal soil, and social existence, or living 
upon their capital^ already drained down by many expenses, and 
reducing themselves slowly to want and beggary. In the mean time 
the fierce implacable tyrant triumphs in their ruin and glories in 
his success at having wrested this last tract of Christian land from 
the hands of Christians. " As we pursued our way,'* says an en- 
lightened English traveller*, " over the Thessalian plain, the Alba« 
nians frequently burst forth into clamorous war-songs in praise of the 



** Go the 23d of Norember last a notification on the part of Sir Thomas Maitland was made to the 
Parguinote emigrants who are still at Corfu, informing them that, upon Gonnderaiionj his excellencj 
intended to reimburse to them the deduction made for freightage of the money brought on board the 
E^liah frigate Ganymede^ Captain Spenser, from Preresa to Corfu, and other expenses; but that he 
should expect from them, after such reimbursement, a receipt in full for the value of the property they 
had left at Parga. They were also informed that, should the Ionian government have any unoccupied 
lands, a grant would be made to them, and a church built at the expense of that government. 

'* The answer of the Parguinotes was, that if the deduction in question had been improperly exacted, 
they did not conceive that any conditions could be imposed on restoring the amount to them ; that no 
consideration, not even the distress which many of them were suffering at the time, should induce them 
to give an acknowledgment for an indemnification of which they had received only a part That if it 
was his excellency's intention to grant them lands, they begged that such lands should be specifically 
pointed out, that it might be seen whether they were really susceptible of cultivation, or sterile and un- 
cultivatable, liWthe little island of Meganizi, of which mention had originally been made ; that they had 
sent deputies to England to obtain redress for the wrongs they had sustained ; and that, until an answer 
was received, it was not in their power to enter into any new arrangements. 

'* Another account states, that Ali Pasha has lately made an official application to the British govern- 
ment, for reimbursement of the money which he has paid into the hands of Sir Thomas Maitland, for the 
indemnification of the Parguinote emigrants who aoandoned their property. The reasons assigned by 
him for this extraordinary reclamation are said to be principally founded on the violation of two secret 
agreements made between him and Sir Thomas Maitland. The first relates to a promise which he pre- 
tends to have been made to him, that the British government should assist him in paying the indemnity 
due to the Parguinotes, which promise was not fulfilled, he having been obliged to pay the whole of the 
reduced indemnity, amounting to 150,0002. The second refers to a compact made at Prevesa, at the 
time Sir Thomas Maitland received the abovementioned sum, according to which Ali was authorized to 
send to Corfu one of his agents, to be a member of the commission appointed to settle the claims of the 
Parguinotes ; and this compact he declares to have been violated also, since his deputy was not allowed 
to continue in that commission, although he was received and installed as one of its members, on which 
exclusion the agent entered a formal protest." 

^ J. B. Wright, Esq. fellow of Jesus college, Cambridge. 
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great deeds of Ali Pasha. The chorus of one was — ^That his last action 
had surpassed all the preceding, for he had made the Christians' Land 
become a part of Turkey — ^alluding to that brilliant achievement the 
cession of Parga/' 

Soon after the evacuation of this unfortunate city, it is said that Ali 
came to view his newly acquired territory, with the beauty, fertility, and 
happy situation of which he was so much struck as to confess he was 
not surprised at the determined resistance made by the inhabitants 
against his attacks. But it is not the occupation of Parga that will 
content his ambitious mind, although its possession makes him master 
of continental Greece from the Attic boundary of Fames to the rugged 
mountains of lUyricum. As long as he lives he will exert all his 
energies to gain a footing in the Ionian islands, and upon his death-bed 
he will bequeath these sentiments to his successor. The late insur- 
rections in Santa Maura, which have not been quelled without much 
bloodshed, may shew upon what a frail tenure this island is held in the 
vicinity of so powerful and ambitious a potentate whom England ba» 
taught to despise rather than to fear her. 

We have thus brought the history of this extraordinary man to a 
close. In estimating his character we must not be dazzled by a name: 
the splendour of conquest is too apt to mislead the judgment and 
throw into shade those vices which darken and deform the portrait. 
The epithet " great'' must not be indiscriminately applied to the hero 
who treads the strait path of glory in labouring for the advantage of 
his fellow-creatures, and to the daring adventurer, who, following the 
crooked ways of an interested policy, and unrestrained by any con- 
scientious scruples, practises upon the simplicity and abuses the con- 
fidence of mankind, for the organization of individual despotism. 

The great basis of Ali's character is extreme selfishness, and he pos- 
sesses many qualities positive and negative, natural and acquired, 
which are well adapted to promote this ruling pas^on. He has few 

1 
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feelings'ia commoo with the rest of men : he regards all human beings 
as objects calculated to ad?aiice his own views and interests, whilst his 
very successes have resulted as much from a deficiency in human sym- 
pathies and moial virtues, as from his talents and his courage. No pity, 
no remorse ever turned him aside irom the object of his pursuit : with 
him faith and justice are but terms invented to dupe the ignorant or 
unsuspecting ; and the most fovourite art with which he is acquainted 
is that of deceiving all mankind. 

Deprived of the advantages of eariy education, his study has been 
the human heart, and with the intricacies of that complicated labyrinth 
he is well acquainted : the native vigour of his genius readily supplies 
expedients for the suggestions g( his ambition, and his moral courage 
always rises in proportion to the exigencies that require it. He has a 
quick perception of circumstances, and very rarely allows the oppor- 
tunities of action to escape him : he possesses decision, and that deci« 
sion is followed by the nK>st indefatigaUe perseverance : he feels his 
ground before he commences operations, but never neglects to go 
where fortune seems to point : he is gifted with the talent of discover* 
ing amongst his followers the fittest instruments to be employed and 
the most faithful guardians to be intrusted ; nor does he allow the 
etiquette of oriental dignity to prevent his communication with society 
and intercept the knowledge thaice to be acquired. He has dexterity 
enough to daz^ the multitude, and strength of mind to discard many 
national prejudices which might oppose his advancement. He attaches 
his troops to his interest not more by a ready participation in their 
hardships, difficulties, and dangers, than by the easy familiarity with 
which he engages their confidence or flatters their vanity, and by the 
ability with which he associates their military enthusiasm with his suc- 
cess and identifies their glory with his own. He is a great master of 
political intrigue, and so versed in the arts of simulation and dissimula- 
tion, that he has not only deceived his own government, but every 
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other which has attempted to turn him to its advantage: each in 
turn has discovered its plans betrayed and itself deserted, as soon as a 
more powerful ally or a more beneficial cause attracted his regards* 
^* Divide and conquer/' is his favourite motto : he has no remorse in 
setting father against son and son against father, brother against 
brother, and friend against friend : in every town or district which 
attracts his cupidity, dissensions are studiously promoted, jealousy and 
distrust increased, and intestine wars excited to disunite the inhabit- 
ants and desolate the country: he then procures for himself an invita- 
tion as an ally or arbitrator, when he contrives to eject both the inDocent 
and guilty, and remains master of the contested territory. His perfidy 
is more than Punic : he will make a treaty and violate it in the same 
hour: he will allure his adversaries into his power by the kindest words 
and fairest promises, and then destroy them without compunction. 
His desire of vengeance is deeply seated, knows no limits, and in- 
creases by delay ; neither does he possess the least portion of that 
magnanimity of soul which can requite valour and generosity in a foe. 
In discourse he is equally skilful at discovering the sentiments of 
others, and veiling his own amidst impenetrable obscurity. As his 
actions seldom correspond with his promises, so his looks rarely indi- 
cate his thoughts : he can throw into his manners and his countenance 
the appearance of frank honesty and an a£Pectation of gentleness^ 
whilst rage and fury fester in his heart : he frequently seems most gay, 
when he is inwardly torn by chagrin, and most courteous when he 
meditates the darkest deeds. Yet Ali is not wantonly savage, nor 
does he require, like a Djezzar Pasha, to be lulled to rest witb the 
cries of innocent and agonized victims ; let his own safety or even 
his interest be endangered or threatened, and no principles of reUgion^ 
no ties of friendship, no dues of gratitude, will restrain him in his 
sanguinary career. 

As Ali gazes at power with an eagle's eye, so he clings to wealth with 
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tiie appetite of a vulture. His avarice is so excessive that one might 
almost think his desire of dominion proceeded from the wish of grati* 
fying this insatiable cupidity. In procuring wealth he has recourse not 
only to a legal revenue, but to the meanest artifices and the most 
shameful extortion. He has not political knowledge enough to see 
that the encouragement of commerce and agriculture, with equitable 
laws and financial arrangements, would, by an increase of capital and 
extension of credit, augment his revenue and support his government ; 
but he prefers to fill his treasury by forced , avanias and grievous exac- 
tions, annihilating industry and stifling all the bounties of nature in 
their birth. A vast deposit is always kept unemployed and used as the 
exigency of the times may require; when this is satisfied, the expendi- 
ture is replaced by additional contributions. The great repository of 
this stationary wealth, to the amount, as I was informed, of more than 
two millions sterling, is a lofty tower in the garden of his seraglio at 
Tepeleni; but he possesses also jewels of immense value, with nume- 
rous stores of furniture and utensils of all kinds, which he has pillaged 
not only from individuals but from cities and towns taken by assault 
or received under his protection. On one occasion he distributed 
many thousand pounds weight of brass kettles, pots, and such imple- 
ments, to the French engineers at loannina, for the purposes of a 
cannon foundery which they had established by his orders. 

To no art does he owe more of his success than to that of bribery, and 
his gold has often penetrated into those places which were proof against 
his arms : neither does his inordinate avarice repress, but rather pro- 
motes this system, for he scarcely ever fails to recover the bribes sooner 
or later with interest, whilst the life or liberty of the traitor is sacrificed 
to his skilful hypocrisy : yet with the power of assuming the most win-^ 
ning manners and clothing his stern countenance in complacent smiles, 
he contrives to draw fresh victims into his fatal snares, directs their 
villany to bis own advantage, and persuading each deluded votary that 
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his fortune will be more prosperous than that of others^ overwhelms 
at last both adversaries and adherents in a common ruin. He once 
gave a man a bouyourdee to kill another who was obnoxious to him : 
the bloody deed was perpetrated, but the assassin found in the pocket 
of his victim a similar bouyourdee for his own destruction. He car- 
ried it to the vizir, and expressed some signs of astonishment; when 
All, laughing, replied, *^ Hey murrie, if I had not given him this, be 
would never have put himself in your way, and you would have had 
no diance of effecting your purpose/' In fact, the tyrant wished to 
get rid of both or either of them. 

Let us now contemplate the portrait in a light which will perhaps 
show some of its features in a more agreeable point of view. Thou^ 
we cannot give our unqualified admiration to any man, however bril* 
liant may have been his career, whose actions have been directed 
solely by self-interest and discoloured by the most glaring vices, mad 
though it is easy for a despotic tyrant to benefit one part of the com- 
munity by oppressing another, or excite the admiration of future 
generations, by adding to the miseries of the pnesent race, still we 
ought to estimate the character of a person with a reference to the habits 
of his country, the system of his education, and the principles of his 
leligioo, keeping in view also the example which others, placed in 
similar situations, exhibit for his imitation* 

Bearing in mind these consideratioDS, I should pronounce the 
people of Albania comparatively happy, whether reference be made to 
their own state before the consolidation of Ali's power, or to that 
which still exists in other parts of the Turkish empire. In one case 
the contiguity of many small, fierce, independent tribes, engendered 
constant and implacable discord. If blood was shed even by acci- 
dent, vengeance, uncontrouled by law and intrusted to individual 
discretion, swallowed up all other passions and rendered society a 
scene of terror and' suspicion. So lawless were the natives of these 
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wild mountains that every defile and rock was rife with muskets 
aimed against the unwary traveller or the unprotected merchant ; if 
he escaped with life, his property was plundered and his person sold 
into slavery : to such an extent did brigandage prevail that agriculture 
was neglected, commerce languished, the very arts of civilization 
began to disappear, and the whole land to present one unvaried scene 
of poverty and wretchedness. In the other case, I mean that which 
regards the general state of the Ottoman empire, it is sufficient to 
allude only to that horrible theocratic principle which makes power 
depend solely upon faith, and converts every Mahometan zealot into a 
remorseless tyrant. On the contrary, in Albania, though all are sub- 
ject to one mighty despot, no petty tyrants are permitted to exist, and 
protection is given equally to the Turk, the Greek, and 1;he Albanian, 
against the aggressions of each othen Religious toleration is freely 
granted, and the regularity of monarchical power has in some measure 
succeeded to the factions of aristocracies and republics* There exists 
at present a security in these dominions which we should seek in vain 
where the baneful influence of the Crescent elsewhere extends: a 
police is organized, robbers are extirpated, roads and canals are made 
or repaired, rivers are rendered navigable, so that the merchant can 
now traverse the Albanian districts with safety, and the traveller with 
convenience ; agriculture in spite of ail obstacles improves, commerce 
increases, and the whole nation advances perhaps unconsciously to«» 
wards higher destinies and greater happiness. 

With regard to« the domestic habits of AH Pasha, his attention to 
business, and the distribution of his time, are amongst the most ex* 
traordinary. So jealous is he of power, that he rarely calls upon 
the services of his ministers, but transacts all a^Tairs of government 
hims^. He rises very early in the mornings and takes a cup of 
coifee with his pipe : he then gives audience to, his various officers^ re* 
ceives petitions and decides causes, piTonounces jiidgmenti settles th^ 
concerns of his army, navy, and revenue, till boqq; he then dines upon 
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very frugal fare, a few plain dishes, and a moderate portion of wine. 
After dinner he sleeps for an hour or two, and then smokes his houka 
whilst he is occupied in similar occupations till six or seven o'clock at 
night, or even much later: he afterwards takes his supper and retires to 
his harem. In the expeditions which he frequently makes through vari- 
ous parts of his dominions, he will sometimes partake of the frugal fare 
of a cottager, and sleep beneath his humble roof. No one knows be- 
forehand where he intends to transact the business of the day : some- 
times he fixes upon the Serai of Litaritza, sometimes that of the 
Castron, and often he retires to the gardens of the Kiosk, or to some 
one of the numerous tenements which he possesses both within and 
without the city. Wherever he may be, a large quantity of Albanian 
troops are generally seen scattered about, in their white capotes, wait- 
ing for his exit. This extraordinary attention to business is produc- 
tive of great inconvenience to his subjects, for in spite of all his quick- 
ness in decision, and the impossibility of appeal, a vast accumulation 
necessarily takes place, especially during his frequent absence from the 
capital. 

He is not at all strict, and is thought by no means sincere, in the 
article of religion. He visits a mosque but once in the year, at the 
festival of the Ramazan, when he goes in grand procession. His 
mind, strong as are its natural faculties, being untutored in philosophy 
or science, and unaided by religious truths, clings to the marvellous 
and bends beneath the power of superstition : hence it is that he is 
greatly alarmed at thunder and earthquakes, at which times probably 
remorse finds an opportunity of applying her vindictive lash. 

Hi sunt qui trepidant et ad omnia fulgura pallent 

He believes in charms, and thinks that chemical combinations of 
matter might be discovered, which would cure all diseases, and pro- 
long life to an indefinite extent; this makes him often the dupe of 
cunning and designing men. 
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Though strongly addicted to sensual lusts, and proud of the success 
which formerly attended his amours, he pretends to take great concern 
in the morals of his people, and perhaps no town exists where public 
prostitution is so severely punished as at loannina* In his exterior de- 
portment he discovers little of that ostentation which often sits so awk« 
wardly upon persons who have risen to very exalted stations. Ah on 
the contrary is affable and condescending as well to strangers as to his 
own subjects. His firmness of mind and command over himself is 
well illustrated in the following anecdote. In the year 1813, as he 
was inspecting some repairs in the great serai of the Castron, a large 
block of stone fell from a scaffold upon his shoulder, and laid him 
prostrate on the ground. Every one present thought he was killed, 
and a general alarm was spread : but Ali,. though seriously hurt, 
ordered a horse to be equipped instantly, upon which he mounted and 
rode round the city, with a single Albanian attendant, without dis- 
covering the least mark of pain, though he had received a wound 
which confined him several weeks to his bed. After his recovery he 
told Mons. Pouqueville that he acted thus to assure his people of his 
safety, and to deprive his enemies of the pleasure of thinking he was 
likely to die. The consul replied, that every man had his enemies, 
but he could not think those of his highness went so far as to desire 
his death. " Whatf' said Ali, " there is not a minute of the day in 
which they do not offer up prayers to heaven for my destruction : how 
can it be otherwise ? for forty years I have been doing every thing bad 
to every body : in this period I have caused 30,000 persons to be 
hung and put to death in various ways ; and they know that if I live 
longer I shall do more : would you have them not hate me then ? their 
hatred however ^vill not affect my health,'' — and upon this he burst 
into his usual Sardonic laugh*. In his dress Ali is generally plain and 



* I had tlu8 anecdote, not from Mr. Ponqaeyille, but from another person who was present at the 
conference. 
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simple, although some particular parts of it display the maguificence of 
a sovereign. In person he is about the middle size, but his body being 
long in proportion to his legs, he appears to the greatest advantage on 
horseback, or when seated upon the sofa of his divan. He was ex- 
tremely active in his youth, but had become unwieldy by reason of his 
corpulency several years before our arrival in loannina; and I under-* 
stand, that since our departure, his increased bulk has tended so greatly 
to sour his temper, and urge him on to so many acts of wanton cruelty, 
that his character is likely to take a stain of much deeper dye than it 
bad before acquired. One of my Albanian correspondents, in a letter 
which I have lately received, expresses a sentiment on this subject^ 
very similar to that of the Persian grandee, who never left his roo« 
narch^s apartment without being inclined to feel with his hand 
whether his head was upon his shoulders. The following instances 
have been related to me of his atrocious ferocity. In the year 1816 
he laid waste, without any pretext, the whole canton of Kimarra, 
burning all the villages, and turning the poor inhabitants adrift upon 
the wide world, to subsist upon the charity of their neighbours. In 
the year following, one of those young Albanian pages whom I have be* 
fore mentioned as belonging to the Seraglio, stole some article of 
trifling value. The chief eunuch reported it to the vizir, who ordered 
the poor youth to be cast into the leopard's den at the entrance of 
the Kiosk. This cruel command was immediately put into execution ; 
but the animal, by constant association with the guards had become so 
tame, that he began to fawn upon his victim, and play with him, in- 
!itead of tearing him in pieces. The circumstance was reported to 
All ; and the tyrant, more ferocious than the beast of prey, ordered 
the wretched boy to be cut alive into small pieces, and then thrown 
back to be devoured. 

As Ali is now more than seventy years of age, and has for many 
years past been the prey of a mortal disease, his dissolution cannot be 
far distant, when the reins of power must drop from that iron haQ4 
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which has long held them with so firm a grasp. On this event his 
three sons will probably be competitors for his throne. Mouchtar the 
eldest^ having not one virtue to recommend him but his martial 
courage, has made no progress at all during his residence iii Albania 
to secure the affections of any class among his father's subjects, ex- 
cept perhaps a portion of the Albanian soldiery. Brutal ferocity, de- 
grading sensuality, and monstrous perfidy, are the leading features of 
his character : he is considered as forgetful of favours and a deserter 
of his friends, without any portion of that political talent which might 
enable him to retain dominion, if fortune gave it into his hands. 

Vely Pasha, the vizir's second son, is in many points of character 
totally different both from his father and his elder brother. He is con- 
sidered the most accomplished gentleman in the Turkish dominions, 
and though a strong bigot to the Mahometan faith, has a decided taste 
for the habits, arts, and luxuries of civilized Europe. Dissipated ta 
excess, he is generous in his prodigality, though the indulgence of his 
inordinate passions often urges him on to acts of the most rapaciqus 
injustice. He has a fine person, aided by the most engaging man- 
ners, with much natural sagacity and good sense : nor is he devoid of 
courage, or uninfluenced by the love of military glory. In his political 
career he has devoted himself constantly to the interests of his lawful 
sovereign, and probably there does not exist a more attached and 
feithful subject of the Porte. When he held the government of .the 
Morea, he received a proposal from the inhabitants of the flourishing 
isles of Hydra Spezie and Poros, to place themselves under his pro- 
tection, and pay the tribute to him instead of the Capudan Pasha. His 
father Ali would have gladly accepted such an offer, and fought with 
the Capudan Pasha for his possession ; but Vely, in a courteous and 
conciliatory manner declined it, and recommended the islanders to re* 
main peaceable and submissive to lawful authority. Vely aspires to 
the highest posts in the empire, but the Porte hitherto has not thought 
proper to indulge him in his wishes; it prefers keeping him in the 
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vicinity of his father, since there is no doubt but that the Sultan would 
support him in bis attempt to succeed Ali in his dominion, in order, 
by his means, to recover those provinces which are now in some mea- 
sure disjointed from the Ottoman empire. In that event Vely would 
abandon all those foreign relations which are courted by his father, 
and would own implicit aHegiance to the Sultan : on this account 
there is a large party of Osmanli Turks who favour his pretensions^ 
and exult secretly in the hope of recovering that power which they used 
formerly to exercise over their Christian slaves. 

Salee Bey, the vizir s youngest son, whom he himself evidently 

designs for his successor, is now about twenty-one years of age, the 

son of a Circassian slave. When we were introduced to him at bis 

residence in the fortress of Argyro*Castro, he appeared to be a youth 

of good understanding and amiable disposition, but his character was 

not then developed : it is said that he possesses most of his father's 

good qualities and some of his vices. He has a fair complexion, with 

a pleasing countenance, very much resembling that of Ali in his. 

youthful days. Those who are best acquainted with the vizir's cha* 

racier and sentiments are decided in their opinion that he intends 

Salee Bey for his successor, and that if he lives five years long^ he 

will ensure the accomplishment of this design. It is supposed that 

the great fortress of Argyro-Castro was built on purpose to give him 

that strong hold as a residence amidst his father's faithful clan, and an 

opportunity of rendering himself his successor in their affections: the 

mode of his education, which, whilst it improved his mind, hardened 

his constitution, tended to qualify him for this undertaking. His food 

was plain, and his exercise regular; he was obliged even to carry 

bricks and stones, and submit to the same labour as the common work^ 

men, in the construction of the fortifications, whilst his tutors and the 

governor were enjoined to exact the most implicit deference to theiv 

commands. For several y ears past all the landed property purchas ed 

by Ali has b^n registered in the name of Salee Bey, whilst hb im-* 
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mense stock of jewels and the contents of his treasuries are all in- 
tended to support this son's pretensions after his own decease. With 
this view also he has put tojdea^^ many p as has and beys, an d 
endeavoured to exterminate all those independ ent Albanian chiefe 
whose struggles to regain their power might niterfere with the in- 
terests of his heir. If he lives much longer, the whole race will be 
extinct. As^hey are nearly all Mahometans, the indignation of the 
Turks against Ali is far greater than that of any other class amongst 
his subjects, and they would gladly join any power that would give 
them assistance in throwing off his yoke. 

The Ottoman Porte, which has been long convinced of his insi- 
dious designs and treacherous system, and has long lamented its own 
blindness, inactivity, and temporizing poHcy, would gladly hurl him from 
that pinnacle of power to which his vices and his valour have raised 
him : but this is now impossible ; the old eagle is too strong upon his 
pinions for the Porte to curb his flight, and the mountain barriers of 
Epirus, d efended bv their Albanian palikars, are not to be scaled by 
set o ^ Turkish janissari es>_ No man knows better than Ali this decre- 
pitude and imbecility of the Ottoman empire, the want of prompt 
decision in its councils and of communication with its provinces, the 
relaxation of that military system which once kept the world in awe, 
the rapacity of its officers, the dissatisfaction of its subjects, the dimi- 
nution of its population, and every other sign of a state tottering upon 
the very brink of destruction : it is said that he entertains serious ideas 
of throwing off that nominal allegiance to the Porte which he has 
hitherto professed, and of assuming the title, as he has long assumed the 
authority, of an independent sovereign. In the mean time the follow^ 
ing anecdote, which is extracted from a letter dated Constantinople, 
April, 1820, and inserted in the Star^ will shew with what audacity he 
dares insult his sovereign, and beard the lion in his very den : 

*^ An affair has just occurred here which has caused a great deal of 
noise. Two Albanians, on horseback, rode briskly up to the doof 
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of the Grand Signors chamberlain, Pasbow Bey, and on the 
chamberlain's looking out at his window to know what they want- 
edy they both fired their pistols at him. The balls whizzed past the 
bey's head, fortunately without touching him. The assassins iii- 
stantly scampered off at full gallop by the road to Adrianople. A 
well-amounted party was in a few minutes in pursuit of them^ and at 
a village about sixty miles off they came up with one of the fugitives, 
whom they seized and brought back to Constantinople; the other 
effected his escape. The Albanian in custody refused at first to say 
a word in explanation of the extraordinary and daring adventure in 
which he bad been engaged, but, on being put to the rack, he con- 
fessed, what was generally believed to be the case, that he and his 
companion had been hired by the famous Ali Pasha to murder Pashow 
Bey. 

^^ The fiu^t, I understand, is, that this is only one of many machi- 
nationa on the part of Ali Pasha to take away the life of the cbam* 
berlain, against whom he appears to have conceived an unextinguish* 
able hatred. The liistory of Pashow Bey, for years past, has been 
nothing but a narrative of hair-*breadth escapes from the vengeance of 
his persecutor. At one time, by means of bribery and intrigue, Ali 
Pasha contrived to procure a sentence of death from the Porte against 
him, to escape which Pashow Bey fled into Egypt, from the viceroy 
of which he received protection. 

^* While residing at Alexandria, some Albanian mariners called on 
him, and solicited his advice, as a countryman, as to the disposal 
of some goods which they said they had just brought into the harbour, 
and which they wished him to go on board their small bark to inspect. 
Pashow had learnt by this time the danger of being too confiding ; he 
sent a person to make a private survey of the Albanian vessel, who re- 
ported that, instead of being ladai with goods, she was all in sailing 
trim, ready to start at a moment s notice. Pashow, of course, declined 
the friendly invitation of his cottntrymeUi who, finding themselves 
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baulked in their too obvious design, left the port with all possible ex- 
pedition. The circumstance coming to the ear of the viceroy ^90 
strengthened the interest which he had taken in Pashow Bey, that he 
applied in bis behalf to the Grand Signor, from whom he obtained a 
revocation of the sentence of death, and permission to Pashow to re^ 
turn to Constantinople, where he has since resided. 

" The Sultan, I am told, was so incensed at this last audadous at- 
tempt of Ali Pasha^s that he had determined to visit him with his 
Btmost displeasure ; but he has since adopted a more cautious but per- 
haps as severe a policy. He has appointed new governors to a num- 
ber of mihtary posts, particularly of the principal passes into Albania^ 
which have been hitherto allowed to be held by persons of Ah^s ap- 
pointment. This is supposed to be a great step towards the ultimate 
downfal of this formidable partisan. His agents have been also sent 
away from the capital, and all property of Aii« in tlieir hands *has been 
seized.*' 

The Sultan has acted, wisely in adopting the more cautious line of 
policy. It is perhaps practicable for him to dispossess Ali Pasha of 
those governments which he holds, by means of subordinate agents, on 
the eastern side of Pindus: but an attempt to eject him from Epirus, 
would probably have no other result than to show the real weak-^ 
ness of the Ottoman government and to hasten its downfal. Even the 
governors who shall be appointed to the Thessalian or Macedonian dis- 
tricts taken from AU must hold them at his discretion, for no force 
which they, or even the Porte can establish, will prevent him from 
thundering down upon their plains from his mountain holds, wasting 
their territories, burning their cities, and carrying off their persons to 
imprisonment or death. The gradual and natural decay of Ali*s 
powers seems to be the only remedy which the Porte can now con-p 
template for those evils to which its unguarded policy gave rise : this 
decay indeed has been for some time past perceptible, and though the 
faculties of his mind are still in full vigour, his corporeal strength is 
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daily yielding before the attacks of an incurable disease : so that before 
these memoirs meet the public eye, there is an equal chance, whether 
he be seated on a throne, or the tenant of a tomb. 

Such is the present state of Ali Pasha, his sons, his subjects, and his 
goveigment: probably by this time he finds, or if he lives much longer 
he will find, that the elevated station to which his talents aided by his 
crimes have raised him, is unable to secure for him so much happiness 
as falls to the lot of an humble and contented peasant upon his wild 
mountains; for if injustice is ever visited with punishment, or crimes 
made their own ministers of vengeance in this world, it is when the in- 
firmities of age creep slowly on a tyrant, when activity and bustle are 
no longer suited to his strength, and his habitual restlessness cannot be 
appeased ; when a sense of approaching death excites a certain indescrib- 
able fear of retribution, and conscience holds a mirror to his view where- 
in every action is reflected which was instigated by the selfish and male- 
volent passions. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Visit to Mr. Pouqueville — His Opiniem respecting Pm^gor—Viait im 
MoucJUar Pasba — Adventure «f « Rcbber — Acadenl <U Signore Ni- 
cola's House — Sxperstiti«M qf MvstafA—Oid Tatar jets out on kit 
Pilgrimage to Mecca — Sprittg at Xo$niiina — 'Afpearance nf HaaJcs 
and Storks — Eaxursion to tie Nwih •sf A^ania^-Zitga—Fail tif tie 
Kalamas or Thyamis — ZW-ovma — Vixir's Ptader'MiHs — Dajbiaoit— - 
Misery of Us Inhabifaatts — Inscription upon m Church — Violeni Conduct 
of MustafA—VaUey of Deropuli — Refiections thereon — Palaia-iEpiS' 
copi — Smtff Manufactory — lAbockob^ — Remems of Adriaru)polis—Ap' 
pearance of Argyro~C(istr« — AMtaman Soldiav — Captain Gianko — 
Cries of Women for the JDead — Desor^¥^ of ArgyrihCastro — Inspec- 
tion af thfi Fortress — Vimt to Sake Bey the Vixir'a yaungett Son — The 
unfortunaie Demetrio Aaaeiasi — Statiaticai P^per sent by tJte BitAop 
{f Argyro-Castro — Mistake (fthe Author ntpectitig the Bem-er. 

JVIaRCH S^4 — This moraing tre raaeiired as iayitation to dinner 
with Mods. Pouquerille,! at which time we leanied all the partioulars 
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of All's attack and massacre at Aj^ as well as his defeat by the valiant 
and patriotic Parghiotes. Our conversation to-day turned chiefljr 
upon this event, and the consequences that might be expected to 
ensue from it. It is not very consoling now to reflect upon the sen- 
timents of the French consul upon this subject He seemed fully 
aware that Parga would eventually change French for British protec- 
tion, but he exulted in the prospect of its fate, and paid those compli- 
ments to our national faith which are particularly gratifying from the 
acknowledgment of a generous enemy. I recollect the almost enthu- 
siastic fondness which he expressed for the character of the Parghiotes, 
with which his frequent residence amongst them had made him well 
acquiunted ; a character which we invariably found acknowledged by 
all who had similar opportunities of observing it, and which our own 
sojourn upon their rock tended strongly to confirm. And for wham 
did British authorities think proper to expatriate this interesting people^ 
and to rivet the fetters of Greece! 

Next day we called upon Mouchtar Pasha at his serai. He received 
us with civility, and confirmed the inteUigence of the capture of A}k^ 
though he studiously concealed the defeat before Parga. The mention 
of these events tumed the conversation to his own exploits at the 
attack of Prevesa, where he headed the charge of Albanian cavalrj^ 
and drove in the out-posts. Like the generaUty of these warriors he 
boasted much of his own valour, and expressed a contemptuous opi« 
nion of the French which they little deserved : had they possessed a 
single troop of cavalry, probably Mouchtar would not have Uved to 
tell the tale ; nor would Prevesa have fallen so easy a prey, had the 
French troops been properly supported. As we sat smoking our pipes 
in social converse, a secretary of the pasha's came to inform him that 
a desperate leader of banditti, who had long infested the forests of 
Acamania, had voluntarily surrendered himself, and desired to make 
the adoration (ir(#rxvirikK) upon condition of receiving pardon and em- 
ployment. In this ceremony the criminal prostrates himself before 
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the chief and kisses the hem of his garment, after which his life is safe 
whatever may have been the crimes he has committed. Mouchtar 
admitted the man to this expiatory rite, but in so doing he incurred 
the displeasure of his father, whose vengeance was implacable against 
this individual, who had committed the most atrocious excesses and 
long eluded all attempts to take him. To give up the pleasure of 
revenge is not compatible with All's nature ; whilst, on the other hand, 
to violate the customs of his country and destroy all confidence be- 
tween himself and his old companions the kleftes was thought adverse 
to good policy. In this dilemma therefore he released the man, and 
gave him safe conduct to the haunts of his associates, determining to 
wait patiently until chance or a diligent police should again bring the 
culprit into his grasp. 

Having left Mouchtar we paid a visit to joung Mahmet Pasha, 
with whose conversation, as at all other times, we were highly in- 
terested, and then returned home to be witnesses of a catastrophe 
which had nearly laid all loannina in ashes. On this day we had in- 
vited a party of natives to dinner, and Antonietti, that he might 
do honour to us and give satisfaction to our guests by his skill in 
cookery, had lighted a fire to which the vizir's kitchen itself could 
scarcely hav€ afibrded a parallel : but the houses in this ^untry are 
not built to stand fire ; indeed, so sddom is a Grecian hearth illumi- 
nated by any thing like a blaze, that the architect takes no precaution 
to secure the beam ends of the upper story which may jut into the 
chimney. Such was the case in the present instance; a large dry 
beam coming into contact with Antonietti's flame, took fire, and the 
smoke soon ascended through the roof : luckily this was formed of pan- 
tiles instead of thatch, or the next messenger dispatched to the vizir 
might have told him ^ half his Troy was burnt :' for as more than one 
half the house, in all instances, is constructed of wood, whilst the 
modera invention of a water-engine has not yet found its way to loan- 
nina, and moreover, as a high wind finely calculated to spread a con- 
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flagration wm then bkywing^ Aatoiiictti vcij nHmmly escaped gaanimg 
a niche ia the Temple of Fune by the ride of Erottratiia. On our arrival 
yfe found every body and every thing in ccmfurian ; bofc Signore Nicalo 
alarmed not las finr hi^ head than for hn house^ mounted the roof witli 
uncommon agility^ and acted the part ai fireoHtn : tearing off tome 
dozens of the tiles^ and exposing the enemy to view, be cooled Im 
courage by the application of saccessdve bockets of water, which we 
handed up to him, and loannina was saved: but the dinner was 
spoiled ; and our guesta were tat^it to sympathise with the Homtian 
party in their misfiortune at Beneventum. 

Ubi aedolus h«ipes, 
Psne arsit macros dum turdos Tenat in igne. 

This however was not the only misfortune we experienced: the 
French consul, having understood that we gave an entertainment, 
kindly sent some sausages to garnish a turkey: these having been 
saved from the wreck, were amongst the articles dressed for dinner, 
none of the party lecoUecting that pork was a principal ingredknt in 
their composition : but MustafSl was too good a Mussnlman to forget 
ity and no sooner did his olfactory nerves give him notice that this 
infernal viand was to compose a part of our feast, than he consigned 
us all over to perdition, and with every maiic of horror and disgust 
pictured in his cotititenance, packed up his goods and retreated to 
hid little den within the castron. At the expiraticm of two ^ays, when 
he thought the house was tolerably purified, he reappeared, bnt 
refused to break bread with us until Demetrio had washed every dish 
and platter in his presence, and we assured him that no more of this 
abomination should come under our roof. Mr. Parker indeed con^ 
trived to persuade him that he had not partaken of the sausages, and 
by that meane gained a step over me in his affections which I was 
never able to recover : as for Antonietti, who cooked the trash, he 
looked upon him with infinitely greater abhorrence than if he bitd 
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roasted a Christian, nor could he ever after hear the name of M. Pou* 
qneville mentioned with any degree of patience. This was not the 
only time when we were amused by the superstitious peculiarities of 
poor Mustai%. One day as he was putting in order a houka (m Mr. 
Parker he happened to break the glass vase : for this he took not the 
least blame to himself, but ascribed all the £iiult to a Greek gentleman 
who had left the room ten minutes before^ and whom he had observed 
to look at it with an evil eye {nani fi»r\) : he said he was well aware that 
some mischief would befal him, and was glad it was no worse ; for in 
going to the bath the day preceding he had broken the ribbon which 
fastened his amulet round his neck, and was thus left ddenceless against 
the glances of every wicked eye that might be cast upon him. The 
fear of this eye-battery is equally prevalent amongst the Greeks, many 
of whom are struck with horror if a stranger praises any article of their 
property, or one of their children, for its beauty ; they generally observe 
the ancient method of averting this evil by spitting opmi the admired 
object, or into their own bosom. 

On the morning after this conflagration scene we were awoke early 
from sleep by a violent outcry in the street, which we found to pro« 
ceed from a long procession that was convoying the vizir^s favourite 
tatar, named Delhi Yachj^ Ag^, out of the precincts of the town oo 
his road to Mecca, where he was going to be made a hadjee, or '^ holy 
man/' He was accompanied on this occasion by all the different trades 
of the city with silken banners flying, and the college of dervishes 
carrying axes and halberts ; these were preceded by a choras of young 
men singing hymns in a fine sonorous strain, relieved at intervals by a 
band of music : his horse, magnificently caparisoned, was led by two 
tatars, his ataghan and pistols being tied to the saddle, whilst a large 
body of the tatarian fraternity in their picturesque attire ck)sed up the 
rear. When he arrived at the outside of the town, near the plain of 
Bonila, be took an affectionate leave of bis relations and ftiends, each 
of whom he kissed upon the cheek, then mounted bis steed, and de» 
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parted on the road to Prevesa, where a ship was waiting in which he 
intended to embark for Alexandria. This man was very celebrated^ 
and highly valued by his master for the astonishing journeys which he 
had performed in his service : he had the faculty of sleeping on horse^ 
back, which enabled him to make the greatest possible dispatch^ since 
he never stopped longer than was necessary to take the refreshment of 
food. He was now sixty years old, and so anxious to make this grand 
composition for sin, and secure a safe entrance through the gate of Para- 
disc, that no entreaties of friends, not even those of Ali himsdf, could 
divert him from his pilgrimage. 

It was near the end of March before the germs of vegetation began 
to appear and serenity was restored to the atmosphere. The first bar- 
bingers of spring at loannina are innumerable flights of small hawks, 
extremely beautiful in appearance, of a lighter colour, but about equal 
in sijse to the common sparrow-hawk : they come in such numbers that 
they may be seen upon every tree and every house of the city : no 
doubt this bird is sent by Providence for some useful purpose like its 
immediate successor the stork, which is called by way of eminence, the 
bird of Mahomet, and held so sacred in many parts of Turkey, that he 
who kills one is subjected to the severest penalties : this is not indeed 
the case at loannina, though even here its murderer is looked upon with 
an evil eye. Nothing can add more to the picturesque appearance of 
Turkish cities than the frequent occurrence of this msrjestic bird 
either standing upon a mosque with all the solemnity of an imaun« or 
seated like a moralist amidst the ruins of antiquity. The veneration 
paid to the stork however proceeds not so much from its appearance as 
its utility ; it is furnished by nature with that long formidable bill for 
the destruction of serpents and other reptiles with which the country 
abounds. I have seen many desperate struggles in the air between 
these implacable combatants. 

The weather now appearing settled and the snow partially dissolved^ 
we became anxious to sei^e the earliest opportunity of making an ex- 
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cursion into Albania for the purpose of viewing its noble seenery and he- 
coming better acquainted with its singular inhabitants. Our first inten- 
tion was to have visited the monasteries of Meteora on the eastern side 
of Pindus, from which we were diverted by the earnest representations 
of Mouchtar Pasha, who gave us a lamentable account of the ravages 
made in that district by the plague. But the North or Upper Alba- 
nia lay open to our researches, and its banditti being dispersed from 
all the provinces subjected to the vizir's authority, every possible faci« 
lity and accommodation was offered to the traveller. 

On the 28th of March therefore at noon, one fortnight before the 
festival of Easter^ we commenced our expedition, attended by Signore 
Nicolo, Antonietti, Demetrio, four suradgqes, and Mustafa, armed 
with the plenipotential powers of his bouyourdee. In our first day's 
journey we advanced no further than to Zitza, which is four hours, north- 
west of loannina, situated upon some turfy knolls so *as to comn^and a 
fine view of that mountainous region through which the Thyamis flows 
into the Thesprotian plains; those plains wherein it once imparted 
verdure and luxuriance to the groves of platani that sheltered the Amal- 
theum*. To their umbrageous shade the munificent Atticus retired a 
voluntary exile from the calamities of his country : there he endea- 
voured to forget his sorrows in the exercise of generous hospitality, 
in philosophical studies, and rural amusements, amidst scenery whose 
soft features were so congenial to the amenity of his own disposition* 
At the entrance of the village we passed a monastery on our left hand, 
situated in a tuft of fine trees upon a lovely eminence, and on the right 
a small serai belonging to the vizir, to which a granary is attached for 
containing the produce of his chiflick : throughout the whole of our 
route we constantly observed similar mementos of tyrannic power. 
Zitza contains about 150 houses, with four Greek churches : it is cele- 
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brated for a rerj excellent and fragrant species of white wine, made 
from grapes which have been exposed for about three days to the san, 
and which has a peculiar flarour from the absynthus employed io its 
preparation. We procured from the convent a copious supj^y of this 
nectar, in which Signore Nicolo indulged his genius so fredy as to 
bring on certain symptoms of an incipient fevef, which, in the course 
of a few days, [urevented our having the benefit of his company during 
the rest of this excurBkm« Next morning we resumed our journey 
through an undulating tract of country covered with vineyards : at one 
hour's distance from Zitza we passed a beautiful cascade on the Jefl 
hand, called the fall of Glisani, where tibe river Thyamis rolls over a 
rock about fifty feet in height and thirty in breadth, adorned on one 
side by a fine wooded knoU, and on the other by a picturesque water- 
mill : the sun was shrining brilliantly and a fine iris paying over the 
spray. The scenfery down the valley of the Thyamis would probaUy 
afibtd ample gratification to the lovers of the picturesque : our route 
lay upwards in a more northerly direction, which brou^t us in about 
four hours to Ihe lake of Taarovina, which is said to be unfiithomable,and 
seems as if it filled up the vacuum of an exhausted cmter ; its great depth 
gives a deep aeure to the transparent water, whose gloom is increased 
by some trees and shrubs which bathe their branches in its margin. 
Tzarovina is the place which Ali Pa^a first occupied in his advances 
against loannina, and here he has built a small serai and fortress, which 
is mounted by a few cannon : below the lake, near the chamel of the 
Thyamis, his largest powder-mills are situated; but the article is 
wretchedly manufactured. Advancing about one hour fiirther we 
turned suddenly to the ri^t, up a very precipitous and magnificeot glen, 
down which a small river flows into the Kalamas ; at this point of the 
road we met a company of Albanian soldiers escorting several French 
and Italian prisoners who had been taken in league with some brigands 
in Northern Albania. Antonietti entered into conversation with his 
countrymen, who did not much enjoy the prospect of an interview with 
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the dreaded chieftain : as we did not hear of any punishment being in* 
flicted upon these rogues, it is y&j probable that he received them into 
his service. After proceeding about a quarter of a mile up the vallej, we 
crossed it and ascended a steep hill towards the town of Delvinaki. 
Here we met a number of women returning from the toils of agriculture 
with hoesy spades, and other implements of husbandry in their bands : 
one poor creature had two infiEints tied in a kind of bag over her 
shoulders. Almost all the cultivation of the ground in this district is 
left to women, whilst the men are absent during greatest part of the 
year at Constantinople, Adrianople, Saloniki, and oth^ large cities, 
where they carry on the trades of butdiers and bakers. Many of these 
sun4>urat daughters of ktbour bad very fine features, the place being 
noted for the beauty of its women : some of them accosted us with 
great frankness and were very inquisitive as to the objects of our 
journey, and the place from whence we came. 

At the top of the hill we burst suddenly upon the town of Delvinaki, 
seated in a large circular coilon, around which nothing but bleak and 
barren rocks appear. It contains four churches and about 350 houses, 
built for the most part in a style of neatness and comfort : but at least 
a hundred were at this time uninhabited, owing to the cruel exactions 
of All Pasha. He has long been desirous of converting the place into 
one of his detestable chiflicks, but has been constantiy opposed in his 
endeavours by the inhabitants, who are equally desirous of retaining 
their independence : to subdue this spirit he has had recourse to the 
most oppressive avanias, and the most odioos impositions, quartering 
several thousands of his Albanian troops for six months together upon 
the unfortunate district, and removing them only to introduce a fresh 
set and subject the inhabitants to greater misery. No resolution can 
withstand a force like this ; and probably long before this time the 
miserable Delvinaki has sunk into insignificance. Its site has been 
by soBoe mistaken for Nicsum, and for Omphaliura by others who 
have been misled by sts umbilioal appearance ; but afta* a diligent 
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investigation we could not discover a single traoe of antiquity upK>n 
the spot. The only inscription we observed was one in modern Greek, 
carved upon the entrance of a new church and signifying that this 
sacred edifice had been erected in the year 1812, at the expense of the 
primates, in the reign of the high and mighty Ali Pasha. 

At Delvinaki two principal roads branch off, one towards Del vino and 
Butrinto, in the direction of Corfu ; the other towards the great plain of 
Argyro-Castro and the north of Albania. We took this latter, and 
enjoyed a superb prospect when we arrived at the highest point above 
Delvinaki, where the eye is carried down the vast chasm that we had 
passed the day before, and from thence over the extensive mountain 
scenery of the Kalamas. After passing through a wild rugged country 
for one hour and a half north*west, we arrived at the han of Xer6« 
Valto, or the dried marshy where the process of dramage has been 
carried on to a considerable extent, and a large quantity of very pro- 
ductive land brought into a state of cultivation. Near this place I had 
a serious altercation with our kaivasi Mustafd. He had just discovered 
that a Greek lad by whom he was attended on the journey, had lost a 
small parcel containing a shawl which had been committed to his 
custody. Irritated at this accident he drew his ataghan and beat the 
poor fellow most unmercifully about the head and shoulders with the 
back part of it : this passed over, but in a short time the Turk's rage 
suddenly broke out afresh like a smothered flame ; he began to repeat 
the castigatiou with double fury upon the unfortunate offender, and 
would probably have soon proceeded to use the edge of his scymitar, 
had I not thought proper to interfere ; but it was only by a threat of 
/complaining to the vizir that he could be persuaded to remit his indig* 
nation. ' 

Soon after this affair we entered into the magnificent and spacious 
valley of Derdpuli, on the western side of which stands the large city 
of Argyro-Castro. This plain, as enchanting as any which Arcadia itself 
can boast, is watered by the river Druno, commonly mistaken for the 
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Celydnus of antiquity : it extends in length more than thirty miles, 
and varies from four to six in breadth . it is inhabited by a population 
probably of 80,000 souls; near a hundred towns and villages may be 
enumerated, which are seen partly studding the sides of its huge 
mountain barriers that rise above them in Alpine grandeur, partly hid 
within their sinuous recesses, or embosomed in thick foliage: flocks of 
sheep and large Epirotic herds range through the green pastures, and nu- 
merous goats browse upon the lofty precipices. A degree of animation is 
thus communicated to the solemn and impressive features of nature 
that is perfectly delightful; nor can I recal to mind a view which 
unites so much of the pleasing with the grand. In contemplating this 
scene imagination could not help picturing to itself the still more bril* 
liant colours it may iassume when the golden wings of Liberty shall be 
spread over its soil, when wisdom and justice shall direct the energies, 
restrain the vices, and encourage the emulation of its inhabitants : 
when industry shall lead into this terrestrial paradise the sister arts^ 
teaching the transparent stream to fertilize every corner which is now 
deserted, mingle the various hues of every opening flower, spread the 
umbrageous grove along the plain, and cover the huge sides of every 
hill with foliage : when architecture shall distribute all around its elegant 
appendages of decoration, in the splendid dome, the lofty tower, and 
the columnated portico, scenes adapted to philosophical meditation 
or scientific research ; and above all, when true religion shall once more 
raise her awful head amidst these shades, diffusing moral happiness 
amongst the people, recalling them from their long slumber of ignor- 
ance and barbarism, and animating their hearts to adore the Author 
of all good ! 

No district in Albania is half so populous as this, though the 
miserable tenure of the land, which is chiefly that of the chiflick, 
tends greatly to diminish its inhabitants. The principal articles 
of produce are com, rice, and tobacco, besides vast flocks of sheep 
and goats, which are seen scattered over the mountains. We re». 
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maioed for about an hour at the beautiful village of Palaia*£pi 
copi» which is intersected by many traospareot rills flowing from tbe 
upper parts of the mountain Mertzika, which turn the wheels of a. 
number of water-mills, where the best snuff in all Albania is manu- 
factured. A few miles beyond £piscopi we descended into the vale, 
and soon afterwards crossed the river nearly oppc^ite the large scat* 
tered town of Libochobo, lying upon a steep acclivity jof Mertnka,, 
and near a vast chasm in that mountain chain, through which a tor- 
rent pours its tribute into the Druno. This town, with its territory, is a 
chiflick belonging to Shainitza, the sanguinary sister of the Albanian 
tyrant, mid at this time she occupied a large seraglio which had been 
constructed for her by the vizin On tbe western side of the valley, 
nearly opposite libochobo, and at no great distance from tbe river, 
Signore Nicolo pointed out the ruins of a small Roman theatre with a 
few vestiges of other ancient foundations, upon a spot whidi he desig- 
nated by the name of Drinopolis, an evident corruption of Hadriano^ 
poUs, which in very early ages was called Phanote, and in later times 
of the Eastern Empire Justinianopolis *. Argyro-Castro has suc- 
ceeded to its consequence, though not to its site, upon which it is erro- 
neously placed in the ms^s. In a little more than one hour we ar^ 
rived under that city, whose unequal rocky acdivities, intersected by 
deep chasms and dividing it into several distinct partitions, give it a 
tndy grand and imposing aspect. The bouses, which are generally 
good, and belong chiefly to Turkish proprietors, are not contiguous, 
but stand in various positions, some on commanding emin^ices^ 
otfaeis beneath projecting crags, many on the ridges of precipices, 
but the greatest part upon the flat sur&ces of rock, between its deep 
savines : the whole appearance is singularly striking, and its fine effect 
is^ augmented not only, by the minarets of its mosques, but by the 
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grand fortress of All Paska, which was at this time nearly completed, 
upon a much larger scale than has ever been adopted in this country 
for works of a similar description. At about five o'clock in the after- 
noon we entered this city and obtained excellent lodgings in a house 
belonging to a friend of Signore ON icolo» 

After dinner we took a walk into the city, accompanied by A 
fine youth, the son of our host: our appearance attracted great 
notice and curiosity from the inhabitants. Many Albanian guards 
came up and entered into familiar converse with us, but there was nor- 
thing uncivil or impertinent in their address, and they very freely 
communicated all they knew respecting the works going forward, 
the views of the vizir, his wars with the Argyro-Castrites, and their 
subsequent capitulation. Amongst these troops it was difficult to 
distinguish the ofiScers from the privates, by dress, by style of con- 
versation, or by any assumption of superiority. A captain of artiUery^ 
named Gianko, was*, extremely civil, and accompanied us during the 
whole of our walk. This man stood high in the confidence of All 
Pasha, and was present with him at the massacre c^ the Grardiki^ 
otes, where he led on the first body of troops to fire into the court of 
the Han. In the minute circumstantial account which he gave us of 
that horrid catastrophe, he said not more than eighty persons were 
selected by the vizir as objects of clemency, whom he spared. During 
our excursion we heard many doleful cries and loud latnentations, pro- 
ceeding from several houses : we inquired the reason of this circumstance 
from our guides, who informed us that the women were still wailing for 
their husbands and sons who had fallen in battle against the vizir : now 
many of these had been thus occupied at least seven years previous to the 
time we heard them ; yet no one appeared surprised at the folly of this 
observance. So powerful is the force of custom ! I remember listening 
frequently at loannina to the cries of a matron who had lost her hus- 
band seventeen years before in a Russian campaign, but had never 
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omitted howling three times a day after she received the tidings of his 
death*. 

The weather being extremely fine we never thought of abridging our 
excursion, by which means we considerably fatigued ourselves in 
making the circuit of this craggy city, standing, as it does, upon a 
steep acclivity and occupying a very extended space sufficiently 
large for double its population, which is not computed at more 
than about 15,000 souls. The bazar is spacious, and appeared very 
well supplied with articles of commerce. The inhabitants, before the 
vizir's conquest, were the greatest merchants in this part of Albania, 
and Argyro-Castro was a great dep6t for internal trade. Ali con- 
trived to seize the persons of many of. these traffickers, who were 
scattered about the country, and by this means facilitated greatly the 
reduction of the place. The most picturesque parts of its site are the 
chasms which intersect it, whose sides are lined with habitations beau- 
tifully intermingled with trees, shrubs, and gardens : these situations 
however, are exposed to great dangers from the mountain torrents, 
which, after heavy rains, or the melting of snow, sometimes sweep 
down with such a swell and impetuosity as to carry every thing 
before them. About three years ago a terrible inundation of this 
kind swept away more than sixty houses, with their inhabitants, in 
the deep ravine which lies to the north of the castle, where the ruins 
still attest the extent of the calamity. On our return home we found 
that poor Nicolo, being unwell, had retired to bed. An officer also 



* la a similar maimer the wandering Ulynes seems to have been lamented hj his fiuthful Penelope. 
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had arrived from young Salee Bey to inquire after our health, and 
offer his congratulations upon our arrival. 

Next morning, after having sent a messengC?r to the young bey, to 
apprize him of our visit and deliver a letter from his brother Mouchtar 
Pasha, we set out to view the fortress. We were received at the great 
entrance by our friend Gianko, and conducted into the apartment of 
the governor Hassan Bey, an elderly man, who had accompanied the 
vizir in most of his early campaigns : no greater mark of confidence 
could have been placed in him by his sovereign than the command of 
this fortress and the care of his favourite son and successor. The per-* 
son of this old chief was fine, though his apparel was coarse, and 
even dirty ; he wore a little red skull-cap on his head, and a large 
coarse cloak of goat's hair thrown over his shoulders : he treated ui 
with pipes and coffee, but spoke to us through the medium of an in- 
terpreter, as he was unacquainted with any other but the Albanian 
language. After remaining about half an hour in his little dirty 
apartment, which was totally devoid not only of grandeur but even of 
neatness and comfort, we departed, under escort of Gianko, to view 
the fortifications, deferring our visit to Salee Bey for the present, that 
we might not interrupt him in his studies. The area' of this castle is 
extremely spacious, containing not only barracks for the accommoda« 
tion of five thousand troops, but a very large seraglio and a mosque. 
The magazines are subterranean and well calculated to secure not only 
ammunition but provisions : the walls are of great thickness, though 
in some places they display too much haste in their construction : sub-* 
terranean passages lead to all parts of the building, and water is 
brought by an aqueduct, from the hills that back it on the west, over a 
space of about six miles. In one apartment we were shewn a curi- 
ous mill for grinding corn without either wind, water, steam or any 
other power but that of clock-work : it requires to be wound up only 
once in twenty-four hours, during which time the stone makes 42,000 
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tiums and grinds 1400 ochas of flour : it is the invention of a poor Greek 
artificer, who had worked with some Frenchmen at Taigan in the Cri- 
mea. From the battlements of this castk we had a noble view of the 
pand plain of Der&puli, presenting an appearance of fertility and 
animation that is wonderful in this country. Forty camion only were 
as yet mounted, but forty-five more were expected: that end of the 
fortress which is turned towards the mountain was defended solely 
by one large traversing gon at the south-west bastion ; amongst others 
we remarked several pieces of English and French ordnance, together 
with about a dosen brass field-pieces standing on their carriages upcm a 
platform near the south-east comer. I observed to Captain Gianko 
that the whole castle was commanded by a position on the soutb^-west, 
and he said it was in contemplation to secure that by the erection of a 
strong outwork. If artillery could be brought to play upon it from the 
heights above, on the western side, it could not sustain a siege of two 
hours: but whilst Turks only are the enemies to attack it, its deep ra- 
vines are a suflicient defence against this danger. About 1500 pea- 
sants were busily empk>yed in various labours about this building, and 
by a shamefully oppressive avania were allowed only rations of coarse 
eabittbeci bread, by way of remuneration : and this for the forgery of 
their own fetters! 

After having minutely inspected the works, we adjourned to a small 
house adjoining the serai, for the purpose of paying our respects to 
Salee Bey, whom we found seated on the divan in company with his 
tutor. He received the respectful obeisance of our attendants with a 
dignity that would have surprised us, if we had not known that lessons 
in etiquette are among the first in which youth of high rank in 
these countries are instructed : he appeared pleased to see us, and asked 
many questions respecting his father and brother ; but we thought him 
deficient both in manner and acquirements when compared with his 
aepliew litUe Mabmet Pasha, who is about his own age. Motioning 
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^icplp to «it netu* him /w tl^ sq&> be que^tuNiK^ Imiv^^ W »^9ir tx»fi qf 

<«9d iWf PVfl> fi» why he ji^we ^ «»lye fun^ I .djd pojt, why kk papjt^JiQotQVB 
iV^fireUue^iMd roi^e:^lui;e; jaythc^ewredhisiffj&yipantjPj^jtitp Iqq^iM: w> 
j<9^ 9W mi^ tj|»ii4^ he -^a* d^oursing ab<wit jm, wM^t he ft44Q4> 
«etMl4 «of he <qQMi-;teQiw itoiF«H'48 «itraw^geas. Tlhe ,c<?mple^Qp /of Mms 
ypwth v«J ;&»¥•. hi# hwr^»d ^jte? ^ght, 1^4 his fihyiWOgROBdy .bflre «t yciry 
8l^«QBg,nEi8ew43tl»0€e toih^tt^hisfathetr; 'he(^«^ cqc^jI^qi;^ 49c^» «ad 
j»tber .qf.a iiul4 .4ispo§it^u^ diltj^o^ f ^iw^^Umi the h^ JWceihckFO 

jKQiQiB (M;ai^ <of ,U^ m^Ac^v^ s^Hi^t tvhioh 4i?4iUigvwhes ithe |>fiA(arQal 
4c;h9xactac> No pawB.iypi)W^^!he spai!e4iPihi8Mvi<J«^n; ^evW»p«at 
,«nly 4n»JkrHcW m th? ^flufldph, 4jllMwi^ a^ B<ws«ac rjangufigep, »hv)t 
{(vias i^aiV traw^d m hodily cn^cis^, whilst ^^917 .^pprntumty w.9» 

taken to ingratiate him with the Albania^ ^hep 4^fkt -.n^eire to he ,his 

jftitwe lawlflwtfl. At <wr rd^partft^e jhe ,pi!c«n.iflwl ^ «wd ,w l^^terp to 
^wipw.gp\^e»PQfSri>f,citi|»iitet:mi^t:lie.4p/our,rou^,jV w.eU ^^.^^nettp 

^ mo^QK, ^wei^ent at Tqpqlepi, who, the fidM* wwW ib^ ^p^Q^d to. w- 
fl^rtaifi JSogti^hmen |(^ her gu«9t9. iW^;tben,t9ok.QHr(}ef^i^e, iKr,heii(th& 
^youngrbe^ afO»e >ao<l OQQOippAQied iUP ito jthe door, of Ibip .af^urtmoilt, 
^wishing ws ^ pleaflftfttjjQwncoTiand every , kind, <)fpr«^p§^itj. 

jln>tbe,eveoing,aniAlbaniftn,eolQnel, iftqcompftpieiJ ^y fi dozen .g|}wdj»» 
bcopghttbe promised lettersjto, our lodging : QHr iriend (GianHp.ftl^p.c^l- 
edj land .two or .three (Greek gentlemep .dropping ,in, yue det^iiqed t^m 
all'tp pipes. and coffee apdidi^Qussed the.v^]oqr4nd.pQlitics,Qf,A}i;P^9hA 
over ft' flowing 'howl of punch made in Antpnie^ti's.hest. manner. 

Next.morning we.intended to h^ve, resulted, piirjpprnej, but^ignoce 
iNicolO(C(»nplaiDedso.muoh.of:the<st»te of hip h^Hb,th»t we. thought 
it iright to remain ^smother day in Arg^ro-Castro, to.see what tmm l^is 
complMnt imi^t it^e. iEAxly in the morning, being aQcompanied hy 
Demetrio, I ascended the mountainous ^teep^hehipdttbe city with. 9n in-* 
tention of gaining the summit ; but we found this quite impracticable, 
on account of so many deep chasms which presented themselves in our 
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path. We returned therefore, after having enjoyed a view of the plain 
which fully recompensed us for our trouble. About noon, Nicolo feeling 
better, I walked out with hira, and we paid a visit to poor Demetrio 
Athanasi, whose fine house at loannina the reader may recollect was 
seized by Ali for the sake of his nephew the Pasha of Ochrida. A small 
miserable tenement was now the residence of this wretched family who 
had been long accustomed to aU the comforts and the luxuries of life. 
Its master appeared gradually sinking under the attacks of a slow fever, 
nor did any consolation or any medicine afford him relief. The cause 
of this worthy man's exile and the confiscation of his property, when ex- 
plained, is enough to make one shudder at the insufferable tyranny 
under which he was doomed to breathe : it was a refusal to let one of 
his beautiful children become a victim to the despot's lust within the 
walls of his accursed harem ! 

Soon after our return, a person was introduced who had brought, at 
my request, a paper from the Bishop of Argyro-Castro, containing the 
number of villages and inhabitants in the valley of the Druno. As 1 un- 
derstood the bearer had taken the trouble to copy out this document 
for my use, I presented him with a small pecuniary remuneration; this 
he accepted with great good-nature, for I found afterwards, to my utter 
confusion, that I had been feeing one of the most dignified canons of 
the church. I had not made such a mistake since the time when I gave 
a pair of English razors to the old dragoman at Tripolitza, who prided 
himself upon the longest beard in the Morea, which steel had never 
touched since it first sprouted from his chin and which he nourished 
with more than parental attachment. Besides the statistical paper, 
my friend the canon gave me a curious history of the settlement of 
Argyro-Castro, or rather of Drinopolis, written in excellent Romaic, 
which refers its foundation to Theseus King af Athens, and contains 
numberless inconsistencies and absurdities. 
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April 2d. — Signore Nicolo being still indisposed, it was settled that 
be sbould remain a few days at Argyro-Castro and tben join us on our 
return at Koilitsa^ where be bad a sister married and settled. Accord- 
\j we set out tbis thornitig, tritbout bim« in a norlberlj direction alon^ 
tbe western side of ibb tftllejr. We left at some distance on our right 
the fortress bf BbhittdHada crowtii ng tbe summit of an eminence which 
rises abruptly out of tbe pktn. This was built by tiie vizir about nine 
years bfefbtie the l^Urrfender of Argjrro-Castroi for tbe purpose not only 
of annoyihg his enemies but protectiug llkat line of tountry tikfough 
which he Was obliged firequently to pass. Itt oile hour and A half we 
came to a deep fountain^ dose to the road^ calhsd ViiXMia^ where the 
water rises, as it were^ out of A profound crat^, curiing at ^ tatfiace 
in broad eddies : it then fibws precipieomiy orer a t\sBilp VXMk And forms 
at once a river : this t have endeavoured to repreisenl lii tbe vignette pre* 
fixed to this chapter. In about half an hour more We turned suddenly to 
the left, through an opening in the mount^n barrier; the road was no 
more than a fiumara, over which at this time a torrent from the melted 
snow was flowing rapidly towards the plain, and made it sometimes very 
difficult for our horses to keep their legs. Ihe ruins of many villages both 
on the right and left scathed by the destructive dames of war, testified tbe 
cruel fnode of warfare practised by the Albanian soldiery. We toiled for 
more than an hour up this wild and rugged glen, when the mountains, sud- 
denly taking on each side a bold sweep, formed a perfect amphitheatre and 
displayed to view the ruins of Gardiki spread over the sides and summit 
of a conical iiill which rises in the very centre of its vast area : high 
albove this fine circumference of hills appeared the huge summits of 
Acroceraunia whose wintry BnOws, now Inciting, allowed tlie spiry fir 
here and there to peep out from beneath its resplendent mantle : few 
cities cdul^ boast of so superb a situation. At a little distance from 
the foot of the hill we passed a large farm house which once served as 
an outpdst to ihe garrison: the doors and walls, pierced with ten thou- 
sand bullets, testified the shkrp conflicts it bad lately sustained. In the 
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plain beyond we observed a small yillage peopled by Suliots, who have 
been congregated togeth^ in this spot by the pasha^s orders; it is 
thought he meditates to take some signal vengeance upon these unforv 
tunate victims when he has got as many as possible within his grasp. 

Having crossed a deep ravine, which defended the city of Gardiki 
towards the south and east, we ascended up its steep hill by the wiodr 
ing narrow path which but a short time before led Ali^s troops to 
victory. Upon a detached eminence on the right hand stood a small 
citadel^ whose ruined walls present nothing worthy of notice: after 
inspecting them we entered at once into the mournfiil skeleton of 
Gardiki, ^^ a peopled city made a desert place/' where no living 
beings disturb the solitude, except serpents, owls, and bats. A dulU 
ing kind of sensation, like the fascination of some deadly spell, her 
numbs the senses, and almost stops the respiration of the traveller, who 
treads as it were, upon the prostnate corpse of a great city, just aban- 
doned by the animating spirit. The feeling is far different from that 
which he experiences amidst the fine ruins of antiquity, whose aspect, 
mellowed down by time and unconnected with any terrible convul- 
sion, inspires only pleasing melancholy, or animating reflections : but 
here the frightful contrast of a recent and terrible overflow appals him; 
his heart sickens at the sight; and whilst the deep silence is broken only 
by the breeze which sighs around the ruins or amidst the funereal 
cypresses which here and there wave over them^ he almost expects to 
meet a spectre at every step he takes. 

Atnidst these monuments of destruction we found our progress often 
barred by vast heaps of ruins ; nor after an hour's ramble did we dis- 
cover one habitation which had not suffered in the work of demolition ; 
even the tombs were razed to their foundations, and the very mosques 
themselves had not escaped profanation ; so duly had the vengeance 
of an implacable enemy been executed : one minaret alone peered out 
amidst surrounding masses, to the top of which we ascended, that we 
might contemplate the whole ^extent of this melancholy scene. From 
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hence we observed a solitary dervish stealing gently from the covert of 
some ruins at a distance. Probably the poor man had come, in spite 
of Ah's dire anathema, to live and die amidst the relics of this once 
populous city, to weep over the memory of former days, of friends de- 
* parted, and connexions broken. Yet the heart of him who has thus 
rudely torn asunder all the bands of social life, glories in the dreadful 
deed of vengeance, the memory of which, instead of festering like a 
canker in his bosom, seems rather a source of joy and exultation. 

In our return down the fiumara wc marked with surprise the im- 
mense quantity of sand and pebbles which a wintry torrent in these 
mountainous countries will carry down into the plain, overwhelming 
many acres of fine land at its mouth with the most unfrmtfiil 
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Semina i prati a le campagne amene. 

Opposite, in the plain, we observed the deserted han of Valiar^, 
whose walls enclose the mouldering bones of the murdered Gardikiotes. 
The door is nailed up, over which an inscription openly testifies the 
bloody deed, and gives warning that a similar punishment awaits the 
wretch who shall dare to offer any dishonour to the family of AH. 

At about eleven miles from Argyro-Castro, and nine from Tepeleni, 
the great plain contracts itself into a narrow valley, where a good 
han appears, near a lofty bridge of a single arch, thrown across the 
Druno. Soon afterwards this valley becomes a narrow defile, com- 
pressing the bed of the river into a very narrow compass between its 
parallel ridges of mountains. At the distance of a mile from Tepeleni 
we passed that magnificent defile called anciently the Fauces Anti- 
goneae, where Philip was attacked by the Consul Flaminius, and 
where the rapid Voiussa, the -^as or Aous of antiquity *, receives the 



• Flumen Aous a quibusdam JBas appellatum. 

PUn. N. H. lib. iii. c. M. 
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tributary stream of the Druno between the opposite heights of 
Asnaus and w^ropus: it flows from seven fountains on Mount Findus, 
beneath the town of Mezzovo, and passing near the cities of Konitza^ 
Ostanizza, Premeti, Klissura, and Tepeleni, falls into the Adriatic 
below the ruins of ApoUonia. 

The shades of evening almost hid Tepeleni from the view as we enter- 
ed the town, where we were received into the grand seraglio, and ac- 
commodated with the best apartments : as soon as we were settled^ the 
Albanian governor entered to offer his congratulations upon our 
arrival, bringing also those of the Sultana, with an intimation that her 
ladies were preparing to send us a dinner from the harem. We re- 
turned a proper acknowledgment of this unexpected favour, together 
with a letter which we had brought from Salee Bej to his mother : 
and to say the truth, nothing could exceed the civilities paid us during 
our stay by this unseen benefactress : we learned however that female 
curiosity prompted her to take a transient view of her guests, through 
a latticed window, as they passed into the great court of the seraglio. 
Our unexpected arrival obliged us to wait a considerable time for 
dinner, which was announced by musical instruments and brought in 
by a crowd of slaves and Albanian guards, who nearly filled the room, 
and stood around the table during the time of our repast : Ibrahim, the 
Albanian governor of the serai and town, dined with us, and paid due 
respect to the dainties of the harem : he was an intelligent man, full of 
conversation, and well acquainted with the early life of Ali, concern- 
ing whom he amused us with many interesting anecdotes; for he remem- 
bered the vizir when he had not where to lay his head. He spoke to 
us also of his mother, whom he described as possessing all the martial 
qualities of an Amazon, with the spirit of a Laconian matron: he ex- 
tolled the good qualities of Salee Bey, and appeared as if he entered 
into his master's projects respecting the future destiny of that youth. 
Thus the evening passed very agreeably till bed-time, when a party of 
slaves came into the room, bearing in their hands, and on their heads, 
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mlk«ft HMittresMS, rich coverlets of eoriximdered ¥el?et» pttlom of tht 
same «[ijiteiiai> with a species of fine Coostantiiio|pfe guise for sheets, 
%md ftU the ap{MNtU)iis of beck^fiuntiire, fit for princes in mi|;Qifioence : 
«B(«**Jb< Ml w^Ki^im ^fd9m^Km$si^ Iliese wtjcles were sfMnend out i^poii tbe 
sofas of the divan ^, and we retired to the ooiafoit of dbq), wfaksfa >!e- 
^uires not nnidi wooing fram Ihose wba have «Mkrgpne lliefobgpes of 
travcdfinginlliis coontry : aot even t h rn or dtj of theaoeneor AkeMugb- 
wess of tike sheets 'coald long kacqpiis awad^e. As scon however as me 
wore laid o«ftio skate, the g^voraor^ with wvend other oflkwrsofliK pa- 
4ate,«ane mtoUve room onderfiretenoe dfwidmg^N good ^gfat; hittia 
MalHy to wtisfy 4lfeir ^curiosity tregaading the mode la which £a^idh«- 
tt0b ^ in 'bed. f obsenred iflieBi aoBeeriag^a lifttie at our '^fkakaacgr; 
ihett'owu cwtUfBk hang to tfaraw off meraly Ihe upper ^pkcmoit and 
WOK oe tr pen the ooshions of 11ie»di«aB, wiMi no covering iustathiok 
f«ploiaa> and that (oiorly ^dorii^ the cold rseosoa. from liiiB icaow, and 
their gretft siversion to a change of linen, Aie ^hiroinns lodor attachos 
itself^very -strongly to Albanian sboiety. 

Nest mottling we took ^a yiew of the town, wfaioh is 'onlgr interesting 
^'Hs 'the bil1.h<^laee of the ^present imler df Jjpims. It 'Stands 'upon .^ 
•high badk of the Voiussa, which is here about as broad as the Thames 
at Kew, and ^like the Araxes indignant at >a bridge : a very tfine slruc- 
tore of this 'kind, which was thrown across it during the times of the 
Lower (Empire, had been left in a ruinous state by the violence of the 
stream, and though the 'viair espended 1500 purses in repairs, all 
his efforts were in vain i^not quite two jearsibefore our visit, a dreadful 
inundation swept away the new works and left the old broken arcbes 



* Had the setson been more advanced, and the weather sultry, we should hare requested to sleep in 
the portico, like ^he Idiacemian piiDce tn th» palaee of Aidnous. 

^/AVi* vir' (fid6^ difuyoi, cote ^i^yca acaXd 
Hopf^* ifiliaXkiyf'VOidwai r^ i4ihnp^e tdw^fmCf 
\KdtymQ f* iydifuym^ SKa£p Koiimp^'ey eaav^au 

Od. 9- "965. 
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in their former state of a picturesque ruin. A very handsome reward 
is still proposed by Ali to any engineer who shall enable him to defy 
the currents Tepeleni contains about 800 houses, with a population 
exclusively Albanian : it possesses no architectural beauties, -if we ex« 
cept the grand seraglio which Ali has built upon the site of his paternal 
mansion. This is a very spacious edifice standing upon a fine rock 
at the edge of the cliflf: I speak indeed of the seraglio which then 
was, for a new edifice has lately been erected upon the ruins of the 
former, which was accidentally burnt by fire in 1818. The account 
of this conflagration, which I received from an Albanian correspondent^ 
is worthy of detail, since it tends strongly to illustrate the character 
of Ali, which these pages are intended principally to portray. 

The mischief was occasioned either by the negligence of some at« 
tendants in the train of Salee Bey, who was at Tepeleni on a visit to 
his mother, or by a storm of thunder and lightning which occurred at 
the time* However this may be, about the middle of the night the 
whole palace was in flames. In the horror of the scene the Sultana, 
with all the other ladies of the harem, endeavoured to make their 
escape through the doors of the apartments, but were actually met 
and driven back again by the ataghans of the eunuchs appointed as 
their guards : these wretches would rather have seen them all fall a 
prey to the devouring element, than exposed to the lawless gaze of 
public curiosity : such is the force of Mahometan prejudice ! in this ex- 
tremity they let themselves down through the casements of the windows 
which they broke and tore away for that purpose. Before morning 
scarce a vestige was left of that superb edifice which Ali had raised upon 
the residence of his forefathers. His rage and fury were so dreaded, 
that it was thought proper at once to ascribe the cause of this misfor- 
tune to the efiect of lightning, without hinting at the possibility of any 
other. As soon as he received intelligence of the misfortune he set offin-> 
stantly , and scarcely rested day or night till he arrived at Tepeleni : there 
he felt some consolation when he found that the subterranean cham- 
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wd> M th6 gir<»t tow«f }fa th« gtU'etetk it^hkh id tbe depositoty of hisi titea- 
Mi^. H6 «io# stit h^ h«^ ai woilc lo edfitfff e sottM' ftlan for festorfng 
the edifite witlifo«tt incdhiiig AHy «tptAEkM. His first ttitt was to issod 
pfocltfiiiationj^ throughout hier d^MiMotis iiaiilig ttiait thef tengeaftce of 
heaten had ftdtefi upon him, and tint Alt had bo l6o^ a honib itt tbe 
phtce 6f his ancestors. He calll^ thei^ore upon h)s loving subjects 
td ateist him in his distress, and fixed a day oh Whic^ he expected 
their attendance. On the day appointed Tepeleni Was erolv^ded #ith 
depttties irorn the Tarions districts of Albania^ with his old assoioiat^ 
atid itttiihate fHends, his children, and relations of every degree. At 
the outer gate of the seraglio Ali was seen seated upon a di#ty tnat, 
cross-legged and bare-headed, with a red Albanian cap^ in his hands to 
receite contributions. He had been cunning enough to send large 
taiiis of money beforehand to several of his retainers, from whaM 
poverty little could be expeeted ; and these they ifoW brought and 
restoired to him as if they had been voluntary presents fixmi their own 
stores. When therefdre any bey or ptnanie offered a sniii inferior to 
hi^ expectations, he eompared his niggard avarice with the liberality of 
others, who he felt certain had deprived themseltel eten of the neces- 
saries of life for his sake, refusing the present in the following terms : 
*< What gOCMi win this offering do for Ali, a man af&icted by the 
Divine tengeance ? Take it back murrie, take it back, and keep it Ibr 
ycnir oWn hecessltietr.*' This hint was quite sufllcient t6 doable or 
even trebte the contribution, aAd by such means he collected a sum of 
money Which enabled hitn ndt only to rebuild his seragtio, but to add 
tery cofasiderably to the treasures in his garden. 

After breakfast this morning we tet out to investigate the rains 
(}f a palaio-castro, whichj ^ We heard, lay at abdUt one hour's distance 
fh>in Tepeleni. The road led us fer about a mile up Uie stream of the 
B^htza, a small riVei- Which flows into tbe Voiussa below the town. 
At 8 Vlllsige cif the Manle hame, its bed is contmcted by two coti- 
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v/?r^9g P4e^ of Momt AfgB^^, A kfmck of^ g*eftt ^Lcrpce^ippiaii 
i^oiuitifums- Here t^ vi^r )u|§ c^^bl^^bed ej^isn^ye powdcrrpiilfc, 
s^nd ^bfi efxtiery is ve^jr .cpmaatip. lITe (»o$6e4 th^ nv^jc by a bw4^ 
SKW^ l^ridgg of .iji' mg^ nrckt ai)d pro€i5pd§d in an p^Mj dwip- 
tion to the object of our excursion. This we soon discov^rcn^ u^o^ §■ 
B|€(deiaite ^saiHyew®, ip a ^gi^ dw^ict c^led Jsir^esi, l^i^t w/e «r-f re 
di8^PEi9uM^ is /our e^ppctplion xrf finding pitlver a Qre^ io^ Rpa^W 
fi)rtr€t99: jt spp^rod frpoa ^M eiodie of cQi»^^,iic^<>n ffiparpely fp 
aujci^^t a? the tj^p^ ,Qf. Justinian* ^n^ may po^iblj hf^ye Ije^j^ ^reqt^ 
by the N(Ofn«* invftd^i^ of tl>i? cpuptry in the rfjg? pf 41e$Ws Cpnjr 

.Oo omr return to Tep^j^eni we tpol^ ^. \ralk in the gardisn^ of jthi^ 
a^BWgJip, vhich are pxt^^ivie, apd Wid ovlt by t^Q Ita%q g^dei»l9r«, 
9Pipew]^at in the style pf thepr ow9 country. Tbe^ ii^^Q ^ere |(^ 
9i^Tter» from the Fnench army at Corfu, w^pioi A]^ recisiy^ (Mlj 
into his serried, ^ving th/eio houses, with a gpQ4 salary, 9jp4 wWjem 
lioom his own hfrtm of T^peleni. 

We can^t a yi^ pf th^efi libpratied captives 4ll49g our walk, but 
they seemed to possess oeith^ bf<9uty nor e}egaiii^. Thf$ great tower, 
or ^e^ury, in which floiore than two millipps of qiopey are withdrawn 
frpn> cirqiiUitiQn, n * F^t pbloRg bwlding three stories in height, an4 
sc^uried by ppn.deipps 4ppr9, of ff hipb Ali alone keeps the key. Such 
ajr§ th(3 r^8Pjur<Qe9 Of ambitjious tyrants who are unable tp estf^Uish 
or sqst^n public cri^it by wy constitutional guarantiee^, a^id are 
4^peodent upon their people'^ fears rather ^^ jkh^ir loye for si^pp 
port. 

Thfts day th^ sultana asnt us a very excellent djnper from th.e harem, 
cpQ^isting of soup, ragputs, pilau, ai¥l various kinds of pastry, at which 
we were again gratified by the company of the gpyerppr. Wh^ the 
wiqe;, of which be partook ^^ely, bad opened the he^iit pf Uiis wpftby 
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old Mussulman, his tongue became very fluent, and he entertained us 
with many curious and highly interesting anecdotes. Hiis night ire 
slept in splendid misery, and if I had not feared it might have been 
taken for incivility, I should have made a retreat into my snug 
little trunk-bed. 

Early in the morning, after sending our best acknowledgments to our 
kind hostess for the hospitality we had experienced, we departed for 
Berat, taking Demetrio alone to attend us, and sending Antonietti 
with greatest part of the luggage through the defile of Antigonea 
to wait our arrival at Premeti. Upon mature consideration we pre- 
ferred this tour to one which we at first contemplated along the coast 
of the Adriatic through Avlona and Delvino. That part of Epirus 
however has been subsequently visited by my firiend the Rev. Williaot 
Jones, who has kindly permitted me to make an extract from his 
manuscript journal, which will be found at the end of this chapter. 
As we descended towards the riv^, a mad dervish came jumping out 
of the portico of a new mosque near the serai, vociferating the most 
horrid imprecations against our Christian heads : the application of some 
paras quickly changed his tone, and the poor wretch remained dancing 
in the wild manner of his fraternity upon the bank, and eulogizing us in 
a most Stentorian voice till we were out of sight. 

We crossed the Voiussa in a curious kind of trough, scarcely oblong 
in shape, but broader at one end than the other: the horses were driven 
with great shouts and cracking of whips into the river, and made to 
gain the opposite bank by swimming: much confusion ensued, as some 
of the animals swam to a considerable distance down the stream, and 
others turned back when half way over : at length all arrived safe at 
the other side, when, the saddles and luggage being replaced, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and followed the course of the Voiussa north, 
to the distance of six miles, where it takes a sweeping turn westward, 
in the direction of Apollonia. The country now began to lie in a 
regular ascent, the road winding along the side of continued chuns of 
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low hills, rising one above the other. Nearly half way between Tepe- 
leni and Berat we gained the highest point, when the views both before 
and behind us were extremely grai/d. In front we looked over a moun- 
tainous country, which can be compared to nothing so well as to the 
Atlantic in a storm: the extreme horizon verging to the left was 
bounded by the hills around Durazzo, that on the right by the mighty 
Tomour, which in bulk and general outline bears a greater resem- 
blance to ^tna than any mountain I have seen. His huge head, 
clothed in a bright snowy mantle, rose splendidly sublime, like a cita- 
del which the mountain Genius of this wild territory might fix upon for 
his dwelling. Behind us was a spectacle still more superb: the 
Voiussa pouring down its foaming torrent between its Alpine bounda- 
ries; the distant summits of Pindus; the noble scenery of Der6puli; 
and the vast mountains of Kimarra, those dreaded heights of Acroce- 
raunia, little inferior to the huge Tomour itself, which reflected in 
their snow-capt peaks the brilliant tints of the rising sun. After hav- 
ing feasted our eyes some time with these enchanting prospects, we de* 
scended into a deep fiumara, through which the road continues for 
about two hours : from this point all the rivers take a different direc- 
tion, and instead of flowing towards the bed of the Voiussa, seek to 
pour their tribute into the river of Berat, the ancient Apsus*. The 
manners of the people in these northern regions seemed much more 
wild and barbarous than those to which we had hitherto been accus- 
tomed. The peasants stared at us with a curiosity bordering upon in* 
solence, whilst the women and children ran away, or if we came 
upon them unawares, turned their faces from us till we had passed* 



• There can be little doubt respecting this identity. The river of Berat is the onl^ one of anj con- 
sequence between Durazzo and ApoUonia, thfougk the intermediate territory of which places it flow» 
into the Adriatic sea. That this was the direction of the Apsus^ vid. IdT. lib. xzxi. c. 27. ** Consul 
Sulpicius eo tempore inter Apolloniam ac Dyrrachium ad Ajpsum flumen habebat campum." See also 
Cses. de Bell. (^7. 1. iii. c 13. It was on the banks of this river that the first actions took plaoft 
between Caesar and Pompey. *' Inter bina castra Pompeii atque CflBsarie unum flamen tantikm intere* 
rat Apsusy" &c. De Bell. Ciy. lib., iii. c. 19, &c 
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The villages, some oa the decUyitiaB of the mountaiiis, and otfaen io 
the valleys, had a very dull and gloomy appearance^ the houses beio^ 
built of a dark red stone, all widely distant from eadi other : their 
construction served to give us a proper notion of that dreadlid insecix-- 
rity which must have rendered society a perfect state of misery hefi^re 
the conquests of Ali Pasha : eadi mansion was formed like a tover, the 
entrance to which was in the second story, at least diree yards from the 
^undation, and whenever any member of the family wanted ingress or 
egress, a rope ladder was lowoed and drawn up again by the rest : no 
apertures admitted the free light of heaven to these keeps, or dun« 
geons, except a few kop-holes pierced in the wall, fix>m whence the 
femily muskets might be pointed against an advancing foe- Almost 
all the inhabitants of these regions profess the Mahometan faith, 
thoo^ they know as much about Mahomet as the Grand Lama : they 
abjured Christianity to save their possessions, and ane despised 
equally bgr the Ospianlis and Greeks. A few yean ago this country 
WAS quite impassftUe to a foreigner ; every house which he had ven* 
tuoed to appsoacfa would have teeoied with muskets aimed agamst his 
life. Smsly even the tyranny of Ali Pasha is happiness compared 
with such a state as this ! 

When we arrived within a few miles <^ Berat, which is distant 
twelve houB from Tepeleo], the aspect of the coi^iitry appeared more 
pleasing and Jixdtivated, and Ihe manners of the people more civilized. 
Just about sun-tset we entered a charming vall^ extei^ding towards 
die north, through which a gentle stream flows into the Apsus «id 
distribif tes verdure and fertihty in its course. Here we observed, ifi 
several instances, a nearer approach to the country villa than we had 

_ • 

before seen in Turkey : some houses on the banks of tl|ie river were 
iurroundctd by a lawn, plantations, and fenqes, .which, with a little 
igoipre taste, mjgbjt liu^ve bjeen rend/ered mosjt ^greeabjle retp^ts. The rich 
mellow tints of the sky shed an additional lustre upon tljie landscape^ 
as we turned to the right up the magnificent valley of the Apsus, where 
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1^ ioWeifi ittk^ i»iiddi«td of Bend bu^. fotf ofi^^ihQ'Tiriirr'iHth Ikugfe 
•*F<MM<[^.tetiring 1^ gigantic; head into mid-air j «be .grandsur ctf the 
Vie^ lv^ s9 krikit^, tkM ^ should liftve tfaou)^ tbis; Mdne a .safl- 
Cji^nt t^chtt^ife icfl- et6fy fatigue m oor journey froio' leanimnv 

Siidt ^<jttite a6 tbedd \«^il justify theUiid^ who UnisdtBdrifacs.thslii 
t^€t his ili»{ieetien of the vaost dastie ivgioBist tltol.hiiTebtteil 4ttl»>> 
la tb& siQiBgd 6f poets. 
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From the deiikbamera -of that nigg^f^ - 

Ey^n to tke centre of lUyria's Tale8> 

'tlhilAe Ha/old pass^i bVr many a moui&t rabliine, 

^(%rougli laAda acaro^ no(ic'd id- fiistono thiee; 
; Yeiin faibM Attioa eoeh loyely d^Jee . 

Are rarely seen ; nor can fair Tempe boast . 

A charm they know not; lov'd Parnassus fiuU^ 

l*hougfa ci^ic gfotmd and conseerated most 
To itfaUsh soma spots that Intk wiAa ihiale^Nferiog 



r/ At the dkstunoe of ^hf>^t, b^H % mil? up :th^ .yailey a fine bddge of 
tt^t arches thFotwli^ aieroBa the Apsu^y Ijg^ into a picturesque buvud- 
^U0d and subuj^b of Betat^. tQ the eajst of which rise* a noble 
iiiU crowded \>j the fortificaticMiB of the qitadel and serai of the 
pasha*; both .of these have b0Qn lately xfluch enlarged by tbek 
jCCM€|ueror. Fr^Wk the bridge s^ foad .n}«}s .along the ri^t bank of 
j^, rjiver to the city, wbich is higher up the valley, and liesi chiefly 
afoiitid the soutb-east side of its. tgropplis* The inhabitants of 
;Ber2tt beii)g almost entirely Maho^jkielian, we were lodged witb a 
Grebk^ narchatit darned Nicdachii « ii^ - the larg? suburb of Goritza, 
oi) the ! 1^ : bajik of . the Apsus, wh€are the Christian part of ti^ 
population have their dwellii\g^ Thougb this house waa one of the 
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* Tlte^aQa^yed plate mi; sfiglttly sketdied hf tb9:«Rith0r ftcni Ifae wMoW ff hb lod|^ i» t|o 
suburb : it .received th^ high and beaatiful finish vv^ich it now posscHee from the pencil of ue same 
gtetkifitf to "frfcl^ tlM» TOlSiMs aie so iliMckhi^ 
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best in the place, and the family turned out of the best room in it for our 
accommodation, its filth and suffocating smell was quite appalling! 
We found the master seated round the fire with half a dozen loungers 
who were nearly hid from our view by a dense smoke which issued into 
the room instead of passing through the chimney. How insignificant 
such trifles appear to those who are accustomed to them, may be inferred 
from the following short dialogue which took place between Mr- Parker 
and our host: — " C h fumo qui, Signore." — " Si, Signore, dal fuoco/' 
The night did not pass without our apprehensions being fulfilled re- 
garding the nocturnal enemies which assailed our quarters, and next 
morning the Augean stable was cleansed by our attendants, to the per- 
fect astonishment of the host, who appeared to glory in the antiquity 
of his dirt. 

Unable to sleep I arose with the sun and accompanied Mustafi to 
the city. In passing over the bridge, as well as in the suburbs, we met 
several parties of Turkish ladies riding out on horseback to take 
the morning air : they sat astride upon the saddle with their feet in 
stirrups, whilst a male attendant generally walked before each horse 
and carried a short stick in his hand. Some of them were unveiled, 
not expecting, I suppose, to meet the polluting eyes of a Christian at 
this time in the day. Throughout Upper Albania it seeitied as if a cer- 
tain colour predominated in female apparel as connected with parti- 
cular districts. In Argyro-Castro this was a light straw colour : here 
at Berat it was blue ; in which latter city a fashion also prevailed in the 
head-dress of the women which was very singular and striking : this 
consisted of a cap or bonnet, nearly two feet in height, in the shape 
of a bishop's mitre : it was made generally of blue cloth, well stuffed, 
and fastened under the chin by ribbons. 

The bazar, which is an extremely handsome and spacious quarter 
of Berat, lies close to the river and abounds in all sorts of articles 
brought from Constantinople and the large towns of Macedonia, as 
well as in foreign goods which are imported through the sea-port of 
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Avlona. It was now full market, and the appearance of a foreigner 
excited no small degree of curiosity. Mustafii however, who is of Ma- 
cedonian origin, was soon recognised, and kissed upon the cheek ac- 
cording to custom by many old acquaintances, and before we thought 
of returning to our lodging, his brother, who had heard of his approach, 
and made a journey from the city of Monastir to meet him, alighted 
from his horse at the door of a han. The affectionate embraces and 
tears of joy shed by these two semi-barbarians at this rencontre were so 
affecting, that I felt loth to separate them and returned home alone. 

Soon after breakfast our kaivasi rejoined us, and we proceeded to 
pay a visit to Hussein Bey, eldest son of Mouchtar Pasha, who resided 
here in quality of his father's caimacam, under the guidance of old 
Usuff-Araps, in whose fidelity the most unhmited confidence could be 
placed. The young bey was lodged in the old seraglio at the foot of 
the acropolis. He received us very civilly, and expressed a wish of 
rendering us all the services in his power : there was nothing remark- 
able either in his person or his manners, but his disposition seemed 
more amiable and his mind more cultivated than that of his father. 
Though not nineteen years old he had been married two years, but as 
yet remained without any progeny. Before our departure he inti- 
mated that some ancient remains might be seen within the fortifications 
of the acropolis, and maHe an offer of sending us upon his own horses 
up the heights. This we accepted and orders were given for the steeds 
to be brought immediately out of the stables where they generally stand 
ready caparisoned. Before we mounted we adjourned to the apart- 
ments of Usuff-Araps, but were unable to see him, as the old gentle- 
man was indisposed*. He was flattered however by our intention, for 
he sent us a magnificent turkey for dinner. In descending down the 
staircase we heard the prancing and neighing of the horses in the 
court, and observed two cream-coloured chargers, destined for* Mr. 



* This sanguinary character and faithful adherent to the vizir is since dead. 
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Parker and mjsdf, plunging about with an appearance of ungoverti^ 
able fmj : thej were the most picturesque animals I ever befadd, and 
in their broad haunches and chests, thick curved necks and wmvm^ 
manes, small heads and eyes of fire, finely illustrated tiiat splendid 
oriental description of the war-horse in the book of Job. Our ride was 
not the most agreeable one that we had experienced ; nor was it very 
easy to sit these spirited animals upon a Turkish saddle, that precludes 
all pressure of the knee, which in our own style of riding contributes 
chiefly to a good seat. My steed became so ungovernable in ascending 
the acropolis, that if his groom had not ran and seized the bridle, I be* 
lieve we should have both made a precipitate descent down a diasiii 
many hundred feet in depth : when I dismounted, this vicious beast 
threw out his beds and then ran at me open-mouthed, when I only 
escaped by running up the staircase of the serai. Another source <^ 
alarm also occurred at this time: great repairs and augmentations 
being carried on in the fortress, the court was nearly filled with carts and 
sledges drawn by bufialoes : these animals have a decided antipathy to 
the colour of scarlet, in which Mr. Parker and myself, having just paid 
a visit of ceremony to the bey, were dressed. Pidcock's menagerie 
broke loose would give but a faint idea of the noise and tumult which 
ensued. Some of the beasts even upset their carriages and broke their 
yokes in the exertions which they used to get free. To quiet this 
affray we made a speedy retreat into the interior of the serai, where we 
were courteously received by Ismail Bey, a rich Turk of loannina, the 
fiither-in-law of Hussein Bey, who was now upon a visit to his daughter. 
After the asual refireshment of pipes and coffee, and a very interesting 
conversation with this polite and high bred Osmanli, he accompanied 
us through the seraglio and fortifications, pointing out a hill, about 500 
yards distant, from whaice Ali battered these works in the time of 
Ibrahim Pasha with four pieces of ordnance, and forced him to a capi* 
tulation. Ibrahim had not recourse to this measure before the balls 
began to penetiate into his own apartment, where we stiU saw tbe 
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vestiges, which are designedly preserved. In our egress from the grand 
entrance of the citadel^ we observed some massive building of the 
ancient Greeks, which formed the lower part of its construction, and 
extended to some distance in the adjoining walls. It is a rough species 
of Isodomon, and the blocks employed are of immense size. From 
hence we made a circuit of the hill, to which the title of acropolis well 
applies, since a small town is contained between its lines of circumval* 
lation, wherein are many Greek churches of the Lower Empire : indeed 
I entertain very little doubt but that anciently the whole city occupied 
this site, and that the lower town is an addition since the Turkish con- 
quest^. What the ancient city was called, I confess myself unable to 
deciderf* ; nor is it at all certain at what time it received its present ap- 
pellation. It is mentioned by many of the Byzantine historians under 
the title of Balagrada and Balagrita, and is now called Arnaout Bel* 
grade:}: to distinguish it from the celebrated city of this name upon the 
banks of the Danube. The Greek emperors sometimes made this their 



* Indeed I find it asserted in the life of Scanderb^ that the city was situated upon the top of the 
mountain. By Meletius it is called, w6\iq rereixurfUvii iwl rflc Kopvfil^ riro^ pvycvy fjLt Op6yor 

f Some have ascribed it to Eordea, erroneously, as I think, because Pliny places the Eordenses | 

among the tribes of Pseonia (lib. ir. c. 10.), in which he is confirmed bjr Strabo, who, in describing the / 

£«at Ignatian road, says it ran from ApoUonia through the Candavian mountains of Illyricum to / 

ycbnidus and Pylon, at which latter place were the conterminous borders of Illyricum and Macedonia: 
from thence it led through Heraclea to the country of the LyncestSB, next that of the Eordi, and thea 
Edessa and Pella, till it ended at Thessalonica. Folybius also places Bordea in Macedonia (lib. zxii.), 
and so does Thucydides (lib. iL p. 164, ed. Duk.) Moreover I do not find any mention in ancient 
authors of a city called Eordea, but only a country (vid. Steph. Byz. in Voce.) Amongst the many un- 
certain names ot the cities of this r^on, I should be inclined to fix upon Antipatria for the site of Berat, 
a city which was taken by Apustius, a lieutenant of Solpidus, in the war between the Roman republic 
and Philip King of Macedonia ; for Livy speaks of this place as being on the borders of Macedonia, as 
situated in iaucibus angustis, and as inspiring confidence into its inhabitants by the strength of its walls 
and site, (magnitudine ac mcenibus situque urbis,) lib. zxzi. c %7: but all the topography of this country 
is extremely bbacure, and it is much easier to find fault with the conjectures of other people than to form 
a good one. 

i Nomen habet hoc Albanis vel ArbaniaB (sicut julfis Qrscorum Yocat) Beligradum, hoc est, arx 
Alba. Quippe conjuncta cum oppido arx est, quas a Valona, oeldierrima nunc etiam Epiri civitate (Leo 
Imperator Auloniami Teteres Aulonem dixerunt) unius itinere diei distat Leunclayii^ Pand. Hist. 
Tnrc. p. 444. 
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head-quarters when they came to chastise the revolted Albanians or 
other lawless tribes among these districts. It is a most important post, 
the key of all this part of the country. The great Scanderbeg himself 
failed in his attempts to recover it from the Turks, though he encamped 
against it with 8000 horse and 7000 foot, amongst which was reckoned 
a strong corps of Italians sent by Alfonso King of Naples, ^^ men 
skilful,'' as the historian observes, ^^ in. the assaulting of walles and 
holdes/' The defeat he suffered here from the Pasha Sebalias, wherein 
he lost nearly all his Neapolitan auxiharies, was amongst the severest 
by which his almost uninterrupted career of success was checked*. 
The battle was most bloody : Musache de Thiopie, brother-in-law of* 
Scanderbeg, being killed, with 3000 foot and 2000 horse ; though Scan- 
derbeg in some measure restored the fortune of the day by pouring 
down from the hill, on which he was encamped with a select corps, 
upon the rear of the victorious enemy, and slaying with his own hand 
two desperate Osmanli captains who had sworn his destruction. The 
bodies of the Christians slain in this battle were shamefully mutilated, 
and their heads carried in triumph to Constantinople. Herat was 
conquered by the great Sultan Amurath Il.jt since whose time it has 
never been freed from the Ottoman yoke. 

After having surveyed the fortifications of this citadel and enjoyed 
a view of the splendid scenery which it commands on all sides^ 
we remounted our steeds at the door of the serai and descended 
down the acropolis: I own I had no great zest for mounting my 
Bucephalus, but amongst these people it is quite necessary to shew 
no signs of fear. When we had thanked Hussein Bey for his civi- 
lities, and distributed the customary presents amongst his retainers, 
we took a walk through the city, which is large and contains thir- 
teen Turkish mosques: from thence we strolled through the beau- 



^ KDoUet's Hist, of the Turb, p. 370, *c« 
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tiful cemetery represented in the annexed plate: beyond this are 
numerous and extensive gardens bordering on the great plain, which 
extends to Valona on the west and very near to Albassan and Kavaia 
on the north: we observed large droves of bufialoes cropping the 
herbage, or cooling themselves in the river, which is here about as 
broad as the Thames at Richmond. 

On our return home we dined sumptuously upon old UsuflTs 
turkey, and in the evening received visits from some respectable 
Greek gentlemen : they were the only persons we had met with who 
spoke with any degree of satisfaction at the government of Ali Pasha ; 
but they contrasted it with the turbulent insecure state in which they 
existed, owing to his aggressions, during the latter years of Ibrahim^s 
reign : besides which, it is certain that the despot's views still turn 
northward, and that he is very anxious to gain possession of the 
pashalic of Scutari ; the advantages therefore of a good character in 
this part of the country are not to be overlooked. We retired to rest 
early, having a long journey to perform next day in the direction of 
Klissura, Premeti and Konizza, up the valley of the Vomssa. I now 
gladly use the kind permission of my friend Mr. Jones, to take an ex- 
tract from his MS. journal, feeling confident that in this I do but anti- 
cipate the wishes of my reader. 



Berat, Oct. 2d, 1815. — The pasha having sent horses, according to 
his promise, we left Berat about nine o'clock in the morning for the 
ruins of Pollina, the ancient Apollonia. Below the hi*., upon which 
stands the great fortress and seraglio, we passed through a Turkish 
cemetery, containing an astonishing number of tombs, unoer the shade 
of which the Albanians, employed upon the works, were eating their 
breakfast. Our road lay in a direction nearly N. W. until we crossed 
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the river, which is the Apsus of aotiquitj. After this we entered inta 
aa immense plain covered with all kinds of cattle, buffaloes^ horses, 
sheep, and goats. At about the middle of this plain we again reached 
the banks of the Apsus, and followed its course till it took a sudden 
turn to the N. W. It was our intention to have reached the monas* 
terj of Pajane, which lies close to the ruins, this evening, but ni^t 
coming on, we took up our quarters in a wretched village called 
Shadk ; our lodging, which was the best in the place, was a miserable 
hut built of the stalks of Indian com, twigs, and mud ; three large 
openings in the wall serving for door, windows, and chimnej. Earljr 
next morning we left these quarters and reached the monastery in two 
hours, where an old monk undertook to be our guide to the ruins of 
Apdlonia. 

A single Doric column forms the sob vestige of this once great and 

populous city, the theatre of Caesar and Pompe/s contests, and the 

place of Augustus's early education. A few other relics remain in the 

walls of the monastery, and in some Turkish sepulchres on the road 

irom Berat there are several inscriptions, but all sepulchral. In 

every map which I have seen, PoUina is placed too far from the sea, 

and too near to the Voiussa. From hence we pursued our course in a 

southern direction through the small village of Lievano, crossed the 

Voiussa in a ferry-boat, and proceeding along a fertile plain, arrived at 

Avlona in the evening. This town contains about a thousand houses, 

almost all Turkish. From hence we crossed over the hills just behind 

the town, and proceeding in a S. £• direction, came to the river 

Susitza, a considerable stream, nearly as large as the Voiussa, into 

which it flows just below the village of Armen : this is probably the 

Celydnus of antiquity : it takes its rise in the mountains of Eamarra* 

From the village we proceeded nearly in an eastern direction, till we 

came near to the Voiussa, and then turning to the right, arrived at the 

village of Selenitza, about half a mile from which is the principal shaft 
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of the great pitch fiaines^ which bring in a considerable revenue to the 
vi^ir*. Placed in the noose of a rope I descended down this shaft : 
it was about forty feet deep, and of recent formation. Advancing 
near two miles further up the Voiussa, t came to a spot of ground 
devoid of all vegetation, from whence proceeded a strong sulphureous 
smell. My servant struck a light with which I set fire to the gas that 
issued out of the crevices ; the flame spread rapidly in different direc- 
tions, and burned with great fury at the time of my departure. I 
perceived a number of bees and reptiles lying dead upon the ground 
near these crevices. Close to the spot are three oblong blocks of 
stone worked with great nicety, which had been turned up out of the 
groimd by people digging for sulphur : these probably are fragments 
of the anciefit oracukr Nymphflsum f. From the village of Romous in 
this vicinity, we proceeded through Carbonara to the ferry of Lundra, 
for the purpose of crossing the Yoiussa and visiting the ruins at 
Gradista on the right bank of that river. This ancient city sur^ 
mounted the sunxnit of a lofty hill, round which the outer wall may 
still easily be traced : a transverse one of later date runs across the site 
formed of small stones and mortar. In a westerly direction from this 
transverse wall are the remains of a temple, and on turning southward 
I found a long subterranean chamber of an oblong shape, but narrow 
iii proportion to its length : at no great distance from the southern 
wall of the city stood evidently a theatre ; the angular comers of the 
proscenium are visible, and the ground is seen rising in a graduated 
manner. 
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* This pitch seems to have been celebrated in ancient times. 

Fasca voeetur 
Nigrior ILLYRICA cui pice sanguis erit. 

Ovid, de Arte Amandi. ii. 657. 

f ConoemiDg Ais spot Strabo thus writes. 'Ey ^ rf x^ r*^^ AxoXXwFcarfiy KaXiirdi n Nv/i^moi^ 

verpa f M nvp dyali^^a* vir' dvr^ Be xpffyat piktai x^copS 0,01^6X1^ icaiO/iivrfQ i&( iiKos TrJQ ^X» TfJQ 

mwfmMrtBot* L. Tii. p. 310, A more falL descdjption may be foand in Dion Cassias, who gives an 

account of the orade, 1. zli. k 45. See also liy. zhi. 36. Plin, iii. 36. Van Dalede Orac. p. 287, kc. 
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From Gradista I meant to have proceeded by the direct road to 
Tepeleni ; but my Albanian guard had lately taken a wife» and as be 
had not seen her for some time, I indulged him by passing the night in 
his house at the village of Fratari, on the mountains which lie to the 
left of the road. The customs of the country did not permit me to see 
the lady who was the object of our visit. 

In the course of the evening several of his Albanian friends came to 
see him, in their large shaggy capotes, with long pipes and white staves 
in their hands. Some of these were the wildest looking fellows I ever 
beheld. A wandering dervish passed the night with us. He was 
above eighty years of age, wore a very long white beard, and was ex- 
tremely talkative till about the hour of going to rest : then be assumed 
a sudden seriousness preparatory to his prayers. I could not help 
feeling a degree of respect mingled with pity, when I saw this venera- 
ble old man go through his ablutions and prayers : he performed part 
in silence and part loud enough to be heard, repeating the name of 
Mohammed two or three times with great solemnity. 

From Fratari we did not arrive at Tepeleni till the second day, as the 
roads became extremely bad on account of a heavy fall of nun. The 
vizir is fortifying this town and has already cut a deep trench at the 
back of it. The direct route from hence to loannina is through Argyro- 
Castro and Delvinaki ; but as the plague was now raging at the former 
place, I deviated to the once beautiful city of Gardiki, now utterly 
overthrown or rendered desolate by the vizir, who has vowed that it 
shall never again become the habitation of man. From hence I con- 
tinued my route between two high mountain ridges till I descended 
into the plain of Delvino; but here also I found the plague brokeo 
out and the city surrounded with troops to prevent all communica- 
tion. The sick were in a kind of barrack on the hills behind the 
town. Being told there was a palaio-castro or some ancient ruins at 
the village of Phenike, about half an hour distant, I proceeded 
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thither^ seoding my guard forward to inquire if any aymptoma of the 
plague were known to be in the place. Upon receiving adaufance thart 
all was right, I determined to take up my quarters there for the night. 
Soon after my arrival a large fire of wood was lighted at the foot of 
the hill, and a goat roasted whole to welcome me. The whole village 
formed a circle round the fire and I seated myself amongst them. It 
was a beautiful moonlight, and in spite of that unwelcome visiter the 
plague bdng so near, I could not help enjoying the singularity of the 
scene. 

Early next morning, being told there was a curious fountain on the 
eastern side of the hill, I ascended thither; but found in it nothing ex-^ 
traordinary, though the inhabitants assured me that it had a regular in- 
crease and diminution daily during the summer. From hence 1 
ascended the hill by a steep path covered with fern and briars to aa 
ancient wall, which highly gratified my curiosity. I found it in a very 
perfect state to the distance of sixty yards in length, and twenty-three 
feet in height. The stones employed in its construction are immensely 
large. I measured one which was seven feet long^ twenty-one feet high, 
and three feet two inches broad : another was nine feet eight inches 
in length by seven feet two inches in breadth ; and in one spot three 
stones alone form a piece of wall thirteen feet in extent. These blocks 
are cut with great accuracy and seem, as firm as if they had been 
placed here but a few days. In the interior, the ground is almost on a 
level with the top of the wall. I entered by what appears to have been 
the principal gateway, and soon observed two octagonal columns about 
ten yards distant firom each other, the fragment of a fluted pillar, and 
some other relics. The area is covered with briars and herbage, and 
exhibits evident marks of its having been occupied at two distinct 
periods by more modern inhabitants than the ancient Hellenes. 
Thinking it probable, firom the appearance of the stones, that some in- 
scription might be discovered, I procured assistance from the peasants 
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in removing several, and discovered one inscribed with the following 
word in large characters : 



r"i 



AMBPA 



KiaTA 



Excavatioos here in all probability would be very successful. Not far 
distant I found two other octagonal columns standing, like the others, 
erect, and about two feet in height, with many other architectural 
fragments, and foundations of several edifices. There is also what I 
take to be the site of an immense theatre, facing the west, where the 
ground is seen to rise like a succession of steps one behind the other. 
The wall is most perfect on the eastern side of the hill along its brow: 
it appears also at intervals on the western side: the whole circum- 
ference seems about two miles: in some parts it is scarcely thirty 
yards in breadth, and is intersected in its sides by deep hollows: at its 
north-west extremity (for it runs north-west and south-east) it is lower 
and terminates almost in a point : towards the other end and on each side 
it is so steep as to make the ascent extremely difficult. The whole rises 
quite abruptly near the centre of the plain of Del vino; at the south-east 
end of which is the little village of Phenik6. This situation is assigned 
by Signore Psalida to the ancient oracle of Dodona; but the only fea- 
tures which appear to correspond with Strabo's account are the follow- 
ing: — 1. The plain, very marshy, particularly towards the south, where 
two rivers lose themselves in a considerable lake, viz. the Bistritza, which 
flows from Mourzina five hours south-east from Phenikfe, and the 
Kalesproti which runs on the west side of the hill. — 2. The hill itself, 
surrounded on all sides by magnificent mountains, except towards the 
south where the sea and the island of Corfu are seen above the low 
eminences. — 3. The fountain on the east side of the hill. 
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The epithets i^frxi^M^^ and iirevvvto^^ which Homer and ^schylus ap- 
ply to Dodona well accord with this situation: there are many trees, 
principally willows and poplars, on the plain; but I could discover no 
traces of the prophetic oaks*. 

Prom Phenik6 I went along the banks of the Bistritza to its source. 
I visited in my way an old Greek church, dedicated to Saint Nicolo, 
distant about one hour from the village ; it is evidently constructed 
with materials brought from the ruins : the interior is supported by 
granite columns some of which are twenty inches in diameter, but 
others less : they are not more than seven feet in height : in the walls 
are several blocks sculptured in relief with figures of a lion, an eagle, &c. 
well executed. Amongst others I found one with an inscription de- 
faced, but terminated by the word xaipete ** Farewell'' The source 
of tlie river is just below, the village of Mourzina. Half issues 
out of the rock in at least fifty streams of the sweetest and most trans- 
parent water: the other half proceeds from a pool, which appears very 
deep, as the surface is not rufiled by the least ebullition. I was shewn 
at another place a round hole in the rock, from which a few years ago 
water also flowed ; but this is now dry. The rock appears of limestone: 
the water issues out in most places with great velocity and forms a 
stream as large as the Avon at Bath. 

From hence, passing through Mourzina, we proceeded between two 
immense ridges of mountains branching off from that which forms the 
western boundary of the great vale of Deropuli, whose scenery soon 



* From this accurate accoaot of Mr. Jones, the classical reader will, I think, agree with me in what I 
have before observed regarding the fallibility of Signore Psalida's opinion regarding the site of Dodona. 
In fact, the ruins above mentioned belong to the ancient city of Phcenice, whose very name is still pre- 
served in the modern village : it was the strongest and richest city of all Epiras ; (jroKv i^ ^oiviKJi hefepc 
T^£ Tvv xara r^y 'Hirecoov w6\€wv iv^ac/iovif* Polyb. 1. ii.) : it was betrayed by some Gaulish merce- 
naries to the Illyrians m the reign of Queen Teuta, a circumstance which Polybius says struck terror 
into the Grecian cities when they saw rr/v oyvptMn-iniy &fia xal ^vari^dTriv woXiy r&v ^y tp ^Hrelpf 
irapa\6yb>i Grw^ £iijvBpawoh(ofuyrjv' (I. ii.) and from hence he takes occasion to blame the ETpirots for 
relyihg on sach a faidiless crew as the Gauls, and bints at the danger of trusting an opulent city to tho 
{kTotectioa of mercenaries. 
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borst npon our view, exbibitiirg a prospect of unparalleied magni- 
6oeace in its ooble moaatains and its namerous towns and villages. 
We passed across it to a village on its eastern side, but the inhalntaDts 
would not receive us when they heard we came from the n^ghbourfaood 
of Delvino : we were obliged therefore to keep on our course, and as it 
was a fine moonlight night, and we were trarelling under a Gredan sky, 
ve scarcely regretted our disappointment. We rested at Pondicatis, 
wad next day reached Zitza, a place celebrated in the staosas of Cbilde 
Harold, though I think his encomium is much too lavish. The view is 
certainly fine, but far inferior to the vale of Deroputi and many others 
of Epirus. Here is made the best wine in Greecse, and this was the time 
of vintage. All the wine is made out in the fidds, where the grapes are 
pot into large casks aud trod upon by men bare-fixiled, till the juice is 
quite expressed : it is then carried in goat skins to the village, put into 
tmrels, and left to ferment and settle : it is removed in this maoner 
four or five times before it is put into the cask fat drinking. 

In my way from Zitza to loannina I passed through the village of 
Protopapas, which some consider as the site of Dodooa : 2 made dili- 
gent inquiries for rains, but could find none. Ilie approach to loan- 
mioa irom the north appeared to me much finer than that firom the 
south, its grand seraglio, fortress, minarets, and cypress groves being 
seen from this quarter to gr^t advantage. The kut lew days I passed 
in loanoina were rendered melancholy to me, fi^otn a v^y distressing 
circumstance. On my arrival, October 13th, I was informed that two 
English gentlemen were in the city, one of whom lay dangerously ill. 
I went immediately to visit them and found the sick person to be a 
Mr. King whom I had known at Corfu, and from whom I experienced 
many civilities. He was chaplain to the Ionian forces, and had come 
with his friend Captain Scriven of the Royal Artillery, to see loannina 
and pay a visit to Ali Pasha. Great alarms were expressed, for fear his 
disorder might be the plague, and I was earnestly requested to leave 
the place; this however I could not consent to do, especially as I per- 
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ceived Mr. King's illness was the malaria fever, which he, as well as his 
servant^ had caught at Prevesa. He was apparently about forty years 
of age, and possessed of as strong and robust a constitution as I ever 
met with ; but he died in ray arms on the 15th, and I buried him next 
evening in the cemetery of the Greek church of St. Nicolo. On the 
following day I procured a stone slab, which, after I had inscribed upon 
it the name and titles of the deceased, I placed at the head of his grave. 
The day before I quitted loannina I visited the vizir in company with 
Captain Scriven. The chief subject of our conversation related to the 
unfortunate death of Mr. King : he appeared affected by the event; but 
whether this proceeded from humanity I will not pretend to say. The 
same day we also paid a visit to Salee Pasha, the vizir's youngest son. 
He had lately received two tails from the Porte and been created Pasha. 
He received us sitting like his father, and asked us several pertinent 
questions respecting our own country and our opinion of Albania. Next 
day I departed for Athens over the mountain barrier of the Pindus. 
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April 6. — This morning we started on our return. For a short 
distance we ascended up the fine valley of the Apsus, terminated far 
off by the huge Tomour*, and then turning to the right proceeded in 
a southerly direction through a valley of two hours in length, bounded 
by moderate hills covered with evergreens, and interspersed with many 
cultivated spots, but few habitations. We then ascended upon higher 
ground and had not only a noble prospect in front of the dark moun- 
tains of Kolonia, but a very fine retrospective view of Berat with its 
fortified citadel, and the gigantic Tomour. For the next three hours we 
proceeded in a general descent of country through valleys and beds of 
torrents, and found the country exhibiting signs of greater population : 
at the end of five hours we passed the large Turkish village of Tojar, 
upon the side of a mountain on the right, where about fifteen years 
before Ali and Ibrahim had fought several sanguinary battles; about 
two miles further appeared a small fort built by the vizir upon the 
summit of a hill, at the bottom of which stood a spacious han called 
the Han of Ali; we had passed another called the Han of Ibrahim near 
an hour before. For the next four hours the road was generally unin- 
teresting, up and down hills and in the beds of torrents; only a few 
houses were scattered about, and each of those generally occupied 
the summit of an eminence, isolated as it were for the sake of se- 
curity. We crossed at least as many as thirty streams, and two of those 
nearly thirty times. At the end of these last four hours we arrived at a 
han, but so disgustingly filthy and miserable that we determined to pro- 
ceed to another about two hours further on. The latter part of this 



* This mountain is called by Strabo To/iapoc orTfidpo^ ; but Eustathius ad Od. ir. gives it an appella- 
tion much nearer its modern sound, Tofjutpo^, It is often mentioned by the Byzantine historians, and 
seems to have had a strong citadel or fortress in its vicinity. Tlftwpev ipnpwy re rai hvro smriptov irep2 
BoKAypira ^Ktetuivoy (Cantacuz Hist. p. 301.) If the Tomarus of Dodona be confined to this spot it 
will upset all tne theories yet formed upon the subgect : but as this latter place is always reckoned in 
£«pirus, and Tomour is far beyond its limits, some other range of hills must have had this appellatipn : 
in fact the mountains of Kolonia and Zagori appear to be but branches of this enormous trunk. 



ffj't DESCRIPTION or THE TOWN AND FORTRESS 

route lay through a lovely plain under a magnificent mountain on the 
right called Trebesheena, opposite to which we found the han destined 
for our resting place, situated in one of the most picturesque sites that 
can be imagined. 

Next morning we resumed our journey for one hour through a 
beautiful valley, under Mount Trebesheena to Klissura, which is 
situated on a tremendous precipice of that mountain, where the 
Voiussa pours its foaming waters through the great defile, anciently 
known by the name of " Stena Aoi," or " Fauces Antigoneae." 

The situation of this town is singular in the extreme. It lies at a 
considerable height up the mountain, which is a rock totally bare of 
vegetation, and beyond it appears a large fortress, built by Ali, to 
curb the spirit of this district, upon the very edge of a precipice more 
than a thousand feet in prrpendicular height. We rode up to the 
town, which contains about two hundred inhabited houses, which are 
certainly amongst the most miserable tenements we beheld in aU our 
travels, and their occupants exhibited such a picture of misery as was 
irightful to the imagination. A few dirty rags served as an apology 
for clothing to the adults, and the children absolutely went stark 
naked; though the thick coating of dirt with which their bodies were 
lined might almost be said to stand in the stead of garments. A large 
colony of gypsies still more wretched in appearance, if possible, were 
mingled with the inhabitants. In ascending to the fortress we ob- 
served a great number of ruined habitations, amounting to between 
three and four hundred, which gave a still more desolate ap- 
pearance to the view of this arid rock*. The castle is large, though 
not built for long duration ; artillery could with difliculty be brought 
to bear against it. Near the foundation of the first entrance are 



* A ^vtj tttaaiiTe ammettrj it the plain below Kliwura, wham • Utge TeU or Tsrituh nomutarf 
iMm jut weMed, denotM iha rormor popoktioD of Uue plm. The pM^ ata Mid to hftn -nnigralitil 
kboKt half ■ caMWy ago to ih* mMiataiiM of Koknria. 
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several layers of Greek masonry, which shew that this important post 
was not neglected by the ancient masters in the art of war. If a city 
ever existed in their time upon this spot, it was probably Antigonea. 
Before we entered into the castle we ventured as near as safety allowed 
to the giddy height upon which it stands. Looking down we beheld 
the Aous still chaifing its channel between two tremendous w^alls of 
rock, which scarcely leave room for the river and the narrow road 
which winds along its side*. The noise of the foaming torrent at this 
height is heard only in gentle murmurs. Beyond the Trebesheena, 
upon which Klissura is situated, another lofty mountain runs parallel 
to it from north to south called Mesgourani, both of which form one 
side of this contracted defile. The opposite heights are called Mel- 
chiovo, and are branches of the vast chain of Mertzika. From this ad* 
vantageous position the Roman Consul Flaminius drove Philip King of 
Macedon by means of treachery, and thus gained an inlet into the 
interior of his territories. We were received into the fortress by its go- 
vernor, and conducted over the fortifications. To this place Ali fre- 
quently sends his state prisoners as to one of complete security. We 
observed several of these wretched victims of his tyranny and suspicion: 
one of them was a poor Greek of Lepanto, who had been seized at 
the dead of night in his bed, and hurried away instantly to loannina, 
from whence, after having been detained in a noisome dungeon 
eighteen months he was banished to this dreadful prison, where he 
had remained two years without even knowing the crime for which he 
suffered : the poor man could attribute his misfortunes only to having 
procured a protection from the French ambassador^ at the Porte. 
Another prisoner was a young black eunuch, sent hither for having 
struck with a knife and wounded one of the vizir's pages : this appear- 
ed a malicious urchin, and could scarcely be restrained by manual cor- 
rection from his savage propensities. 



* Is inter xnontes quorum alterum Mropvjn^ alterum Asnaum inoole Yocant, angusta ralle fluit, it«( 
exiguum sbper ripam prabens. Lit. 1. zxxii. c. 5. 
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Haviog aatiafied our curkmty^ we descended ioto the town to satisfy 
our appetites with some coarse oalamboci bread and eggs, and then net 
forward again up the valley of Aous, taking the same road as that hy 
which Philip fled from the Roman legions. At the outskirts of the 
town we met a poor dervish in ragged appard, who beckoned rae from 
the party uid begged alms in a most piteous tone : after I had satisfied 
hift request, he whispered in my ear the fellovring sentence : £Sr»i e nar»» 
nrnMOf ipdfuwr x**^" ^^ T^xsf* — ** The vizir is a bad man, for he ruins 
the Turks/' A curious character for a Turkish pasha in a district of 
Greece! The torrent of the river, which is always rapid and impe^ 
tuous, was now greatly augmented by the mdting snows : the bridges 
thrown across its channel are numerous and handsome, many having 
been erected by the Byzantine emperors, and distinguished by mark» of 
ibe Greek cross. The distance from Klissura to Premeti is about five 
hours: we crossed the VoKussa to enter this town by a handsome 
bridge, upon which a Turk of some distinction had been hanged a 
week before, for having shot a poor Greek in a hnwi at a tavern. The 
gaUows was erected over the centre arch, and the criminal hung for 
several days, a warning to all who came in or out of the city, that 
the vizir has no respect for persons in the punishment of delinquents. 

Premeti is situated in a beautiful recess under some of the loftiest 
tfags of Mertzika, which here rise perpendicularly from (heir bases, 
shooting their spiry forms into the sky with idl the varieties of Alpine 
sceneiy. The snow at this time lay deep on their sumnifts, and is 
coataiaed in cavities ^ring the whole of the year. Numerous wohes 
inftst this district, i^^st whose ravages the fierce race of Molossian 
dogs is the only security. We found Antonietti with our higgage 
safely h>dged in the house of an ekierfy widow lady, which, like all 
the otfaev bouses^ m tkm places stands separate and distinct from its 
neighbours. After dinner our hostess came into the room with much 
ceremonji and having kissed our hands, presented us with some boiled 
c^gs dyed in various colours ; an offering very general amongst the 
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Greeks in the season of Passicm-week. For these lustral eggs there 
seems to be good classical authority. 

fit veniat qaa lostret anus lectamque locumqua 
PimkfM eC trMula mAjfiktu 8f dta ituuiii*. 

Being tired with our journey we repaired early to rest ; next morning 
we paid a visit to the governor, who resided in a large serai above the 
town, which Salee Bey inhabited before he was removed to Argyro- 
Caatro« This building was fitted up with greater splendour than any 
we had seen except that of Tepeleni : it contained very fine baths and 
a beautiful kiosk, paved with marble, in the midst of which was a 
fountain : the serai is situated in a kind of paddock, to which exten* 
sive ^rdeos are annexed ; it is also surrounded by strong works, but 
no cannon are yet mounted. The governor, attended by his guards, 
escorted us in our return to the dty, the only curiosity of which, 
worthy descriptionfy is a large isolated rock on the left bank of the 
fiver,, apparently about sixty feet high, and three hundred in circuit at 
its base, (see the vignette.) On the top of this appear the ruins of 
ancient edifices; but though we were anxious to ascend and satisfy our 
curiosity, not a rope nra* a ladder could be procured for this purpose. 
At length a young Albanian boy^ about twelve years old, undertook to 
dimb up the steep side with na assistance but his hands and feet, and 
this task he accomplidbed with qpparait ease, by clinging to the rock, 
And supporting himself with a few roots and twigs I3iat grew within tide 
interstices. From his desciiptiOn the whole summit is surrounded by 
a dils^ttdated wall, in the interior of whidi is a ruined chapel and a 



• Otid de Arte Am. ii. 380. See also Jnvenal Sst H. Slff. 

■ nisi ae oentain luitfaverit oVk, 

Licitfi aSflo mate meatum of tba Adr he cadu^v. Dial. Ifort. i. ^ 1. 

f Pneneti is celebrated m the fioUowiiig Albaman pramrb — ** PraoMli, jmmeA, put book, eahnai 
i>yee*'--or ^ Piienstiy l^Safarao, poov pane^ mok' aoqya." 
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tank or cistero of water. It is in all probability a small fortress, built 
during the times of the Eastern Empire*. 

Having mounted our horses at this spot, and taken leave of our 
courteous guide, we advanced for about two hours up the left bank of 
the Voi'ussa, then crossed it by a noble bridge of three arches, and 
soon came into some of the most magnificent scenery which nature cau 
present to the traveller. The richness of vegetation in these concave 
valleys, covered with every species of beautiful shrub and the most 
luxuriant verdure, was finely contrasted with the snowy ridges of their 
mountain barriers : sometimes the defiles became contracted, and the 
road closed up as it were by two walls, paining the eye to scan their inac- 
cessible summits: at other times impending rocks and precipices on the 
one side, served only to set off the fine curvilinear sweep of the hills oa 
the other, and for many miles we had an alternate succession of these 
grand natural theatres, the semicircular coilon being alternately on the 
right hand and on the left, whilst the impetuous Aous dashed from 
rock to rock as it were in a series of continual cascades. Here and 
there a fine picturesque bridge added a new feature to these romantic 
scenes, a mountain cataract came foaming across the path, and villages 
appeared upon craggy heights that seemed to defy every hand but 
his that wields the thunder. Some of these were at this time deserted 



* The following is the account giy«n of this rock by Mr. Jones. ** Near the river is a canous per- 
pendicular rock, at least sixtv feet high, on which are ruins. I procured a ladder which reached half 
way to the summit, and climbed up the other half with great difficulty, by putting the sash of my guide 
round the roots of a tree which grows from the side. Round the edge of the rock I found a wail about 
six feet high, with battlements at equal distances, and on the north side where I ascended there is a 
•mall tower. Towards the* south are two rooms, and the foundation of a third : the middle one is- 
exactly similar to a bath in the old Moorish castle of Cintra in Portugal, but rather smaller in dimen- 
sions : it contained clear water about three feet in depth; but it was evident from the marks on the walU 
that the water sometimes rose higher. My guide, who was the didascalos and most learned man of 
the place, told me it never was without water, and that when some of the inhabitants once endeavoured 
to empty it, they could not succeed. It is fifteen feet long, nine wide, and seven high, from the water 
to the centre of the arched roof. This, as well as the room adjoming, was coated with cement or 
stucco. The account of the people here refers the whole to a religious establishment ; but I should 
rather conceive it to ha?e been a fortress. At the distaooe of a few hundred yards down the river isv 
axiother rock similar to this in shape and size, on which are al^o a few remains of building.*' 
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by their inhabitants, on account of the plague, which was spreading 
itself in the district, having been introduced by some wandering 
gypsies. In several instances we saw the people who had descended 
into the plains and left tlie sick in their villages : these were guarded 
by a cordon to prevent communication, whilst the rest were encamped 
in tents and huts made of the boughs of trees. 

After a ride of seven hours we came near the once populous town of 
Ostanitza. At the distance of about two miles we crossed a considerable 
river called the Sarandaporos, by a bridge of a single arch, so highly 
pitched, that we thought it prudent to descend from our steeds. This 
stream flows into the Vo'iussa, and near its junction forms with that 
river a beautiful peninsula, which in all probability is the ancient 
Castra^Pyrrhi, at which Philip arrived in his first day's retreat from 
Elaminius, after his unfortunate defeat in the straits of Klissura*. This 
peninsula is a fine eminence washed by each of these rivers, and on the 
summit iare remains of what .appear to be ancient fortifications. No- 
thing can exceed the beauty of the prospect from hence, down the 
valley of the Aous; though the fine rocky scenery above, clothed in 
rich wood is scarcely inferior. The terraces of this ancient fortress 
were covered with a turf as soft as silk, and enamelled with a thousand 
wild flowers, intermingling their various hues. 

Having next crossed the Voiussa we passed the picturesque ruin of 
an old Greek church half covered with ivy, and ascended the steep 
hill upon which Ostanitza is situated. It is now a poor tQwn, scarcely 
containing 300 houses; but the site is superb. It must once have been 
extremely populous and large, for I counted near twenty churches 
which appear to have been ruined and deserted for some centurieij. We 



* Rex primo die ad Castra Pyrrhi pervenit; locus, quern ita vocant, est in Triphyiia terras Meloti* 
dis; inde postro die (ingeDs iter agminis, sed metus urgebat) in Montem Lingon perrezit: ipsi montet 
£piri sunt, inteijecti Macedonia Thessaliseque. Latus quod yergit in Th^aUam, oriens special; 
septentno 4 Macedonia objicitur. Li v. 1. xxxii. c. 13. 
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found from the iDbabitanto of this village more iodvility than we had 
experienced in all the rest of our journey^ and it wm with difficulty 
that we could procure a lodging. It was pretended that the oodgii- 
bashee was absent, and afiter riding about for near half an hour, we 
procured a miserable hut some degrees worse than an Irish cabia. We 
ascended to our loft by a broken ladder, and Mr. Piurker had very neaur 
broken his leg by slipping through its decayed floor into the stable 
below: it was with the utmost difficulty we cauld find two sound 
places to spread out our beds. Other travellen also have coraplaioed 
of similar iH usage in this place : Mr. Jones was reftned admittaace 
altogether, and learnt that four soldiers belonging to the visir had bee& 
murdered but a few days before his arrival. 

As there was nothing here to tempt our stay, we started by sui>- 
rise next morning and proceeded through a very pictuiasque and 
beaulifol country into the great [^n of Konitsa^ which cky ties 
about four hoirn north-east of Ostanitaa. It is situated on the roots 
of a magnificent crag, which forms one side of a de^ defile, through 
which a foaming torrent called Voidomati, or the ^* on^eye,'' poma its 
tribute into the Voiussa. The mountains on the other side fehb chasm 
are on a still grander scale, and form a noble eurvature exactly similar 
to the exterior of an enormous Greek theatre: this resendilaooe »t a 
distance is remarkably striking, and constantly attracted our attention 
during yesterday's ride •. 

Konitsa stands at the north-east end of its large triangular plain, 
being beautifblly situated upon the declivity of a mono tain wtiose 
summit is crowned with the remains of a ruined castle: to the south of 
this acropolis is a deep chastn amidst rocks which scarcely yidd even 
to that of KKssura in the dark terrors of the abyss: this defile is 
hpuoded on the other side by that noble mountain range, curved in a 



w«^^^«r-^^ 
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* Piiny^ speaking of the great moaDtaim beCwcea Thewaly and those interposed between it mi|1 
MpniB, anys they are all cnrved like a theatre t ^ Omaes theatrali modo inflazi.'^ Lilx ir. c 8. 
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theatroidal fonoo, which had so strongly attracted our attention yes* 
terday. Its niodero name is Pa|)iingo; it is difficult to detei* 
mine its ancient appellation : perhaps it may be that Mount lignon 
over which, according to Livy» King PhiKp retreated into Theasaly, 
when he fled before the Roman consul. The Macedonian monarch il 
much blamed by that historian for this precipitate retreat^ since, bad 
he opposed hot a few hundred men to the pursuing enemy, amidst the 
terri6c defiles of these mountainous regions, he might not only have 
prevented his advanice, but probably annihilated the greatest part of 
his army. 

Konitsa 19 one of the best specimens of an Albanian city that we 
saw : its houses stand for the most part separate, and the courts betng 
pkmted with trees, a very pretty effect is thus given to its external as- 
pect It contains dOOQ inhabitants, about two-thirds of which aM 
Mahometans. It is a bishoptic, hut the bishop takes his title froikt 
YeHcis, as that of ArgyixvCastro does irom Drinopolis. The basar is 
particularly i>eat, and the habitations in general extremely good, being 
built of stone, with handsome shelving roofs. We rode at once up to 
the grand serai of the vizir, and paid our respects to its Albanian go» 
vernor, a fine man, in a green old age, the intimate and confidential 
fliend of AH. We found ktm at his dinner-tal^e with a Turkish der- 
vish and six ether Albanian friends, clothed in their sheep^skins, and 
eating a thick rice soup with wooden spoons. They received us with 
great cordiality, and were so urgent with us to dip into their mess, 
thaft oonHuen politeness fbreed us to gulp down a few spoonfuls of 
this horrid! pottage. As we expressed a desire to visit the ruins of the 
ancient Ibrtress, the ag^ se»t three of his guards to conduct us up the 
hil). We ascended by a winding path, and as we went along picked 
up many of those beautiful crystals of quastZj for which this mountain 
is celebrated : they are found in greatest abundance after heavy raina, 
defiaehed from the matrix, and as they lie mixed with the gravelly 
particles ma^ easily be distinguisbed by their brilliancy. Thej are 
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highly diaphanous and perfect, surpassing even the famous Alenpon 
diamonds in splendour and resembling them in form. 

Upon a rocky height, just before we arrived at the summit of the 
mountain, we observed an ancient Greek church, dedicated to St. 
Barbara ; but the ruined fortress itself contained nothing worthy of ob- 
servation : it is probably one of those with which Justinian covered 
the face of this country for defence against the Huns and Sclavonic 
tribes which in his days began to ravage the Eastern Empire ; but nei- 
ther here nor in the town itself could we discover the least vestige of 
any ancient Hellenic building. We were however amply recompensed 
for the trouble of ascent by the splendid panoramic prospect which 
this mountain enabled us to scan. 

We mounted our horses at the foot of the hill, and proceeded across 
the deep ravine by a large but rudely constructed wooden bridge 
thrown over the torrent. In a little less than three hours we re- 
crossed the Voiussa, and proceeding in a south-west direction over a 
hilly country, arrived late in the evening at Mavro-Vouni, or the Biack 
Mountain, whose appellation is derived from the nature of its soil, 
which gives it a very dark and gloomy appearance. . On the summit 
stands a little village, where we slept, but started again next morning 
before the sun arose. We were gratified by a lovely moonlight, 
and the songs of nightingales resounded charmingly in the silence 
of the night. After the lapse of one hour we passed between two small 
lakes, and soon afterwards arrived at the fine plain of Kalibachi, in 
which are numerous villages and a new han built by the vizir. In this 
vicinity are the ruins of the city of Vellas, the metropolis of Konitza. 
At about one mile from the lake of loannina a noble ^prospect of that 
fine expanse of water comes into view. By the side of the road is a 
beautiful fountain beneath a neat cupola, which contains seats for the 
accommodation of travellers. Here we opened our wallets, and made 
an excellent breakfast, for which the keen air of the mountains had 
given us an excellent appetite. We sat a considerable time after our 
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meal to enjoy the betiutjr of tbe scenery, and then descended to the 
upper lak^, whose eastern side we skirted till we arrived at a han 
which is the station of the ferry-boats. Here, as we crossed the water, 
we saw, uiider its transparent surface, the remains of many pilasters 
that once supported a causeway by which a passage was effected on 
foot across the lake, "^e reached the opposite bsmk just below the 
hill of DodObA, and having left the baggage to proceed leism^ely, we 
put our horses into a gallop and anived at loannina before our ususd 
time of blieakfast. 

It was Easter Sunday, and we observed the Greeks in the streets 
greeting each oifaet* with the holy kiss and customary sahitatioh of 
Xfirif innif or ^^ Christ is risen/' A solemn piece of mummery is on 
this day performed in the chitrches, where a wooden image, representihg 
the body of our Saviour, which had been buried in a kitid of se- 
pulchre oti the ptecedin'^ Good Fiiday with many mournful lamenta- 
tions, is now raised up and shewn by the papas to the people, who 
view it with every demonstration of joy and salute it with long conti- 
nued exclamations of, x^irof dvim — tvai oKi^m^ tit Xfirit avlr^. ^^ Christ is 
risen — it is true that Christ is risen/' 

On this day every Greek family that can afford it eats the paschal 
lamb, and, as an old author has observed*, ^* the severity of their 
Lent is more easily supported by the expected enjoyment of the fol- 
lowing festival, at which time they run into such excesses of mirth 
and riot, agreeable to the light and vain humour of the people, that 
they seem to be aveAged of their late sobriety, and to make compen- 
sation to the devil for their late temperance and mortification towards 
God/' Indeed one would suppose that the Greek church endeavoured 
either to push the epicurean system to the utmost by affording the 
highest luxury of frequent contrast, or to render life a scene of morti^ 



* Pan] RSetu^sPreBMl State of the Greek Chuidi, p. 1SS< 
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fication by siipportiDg the human frame during a soaall part of the 
year, that it may just be enabled to endure penance all the rest. 
More than half the year is dedicated to the most rigorous abstinence. 
The four grand fasts are as follow ; that of Lent — that of the Holy 
Apostles, which begins the week after Whitsuntide — that of the Paoa- 
gia, preparatory to the great festival of the Assumption — and that of 
the birth of Christ, which continues forty days before Christmas- 
There are besides these numerous others of minor consequence, as well 
as every Wednesday and Friday throughout the year. In most of these 
seasons not only is meat forbidden, but fish, buttw, ^gS^9 ^^d oil : 
nothing but vegetables and a little shell-fish is allowed, and not always 
the latter. The priests are very zealous in recommending the ri^d ob- 
servance of such austerities and launching forth the thunders of ex- 
communication against those vile offenders who presume to slight 
them ; whilst the crime of eating flesh in Lent is that against which 
the highest price of absolution is fixed : adultery and murder may be 
compounded for at a much lower rate. ** In the observation of these 
fasts,'' says the author above quoted, " they are so rigid and supersti- 
tiously strict, that they hold no case of necessity may or can claim a 
dispensation ; and that the patriarch hath not power and authority suf- 
ficient to give a licence to eat flesh where the church hath commanded 
abstinence. For suppose a person sick to death, who with broth 
made of flesh, or with an egg, may be recovered to life, they say it 
were better he should die, than eat and sin. Howsoever perhaps the 
Ghostly Father will be so far concerned in the other's health, as to ad- 
vise the sick penitent in such cases to eat flesh, and afterwards con- 
fessing the sin, he promises to grant absolution." Times have been 
when this power of granting absolution was a great source of gain ; 
but times are now altered, and very few of those who can afibrd to 
pay for absolution, think they stand in need of it : the women are 
the only part of the community who rigidly adhere to these ordi- 
nances, to the ruin of their constitution and the torment of their lives. 
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How far such a system of deprivation may tend to the debasement of 
their progeny and the deterioration of the species, I leave to the de- 
termination of better physiologists than myself. 

As soon as we had undergone the restorative process of the bath 
after the fetigues of our long journey, we paid a visit to the vizir in his 
serai of Litaritza. We thought there was an evident alteration in his 
manner of receiving us, and we attributed this probably to its true 
cause, the failure of his designs upon Parga, in which he no doubt ex- 
pected British co-operation. While we sat in the room with Ali, 
Mouchtar Pasha was announced, who came to consult the vizir 
upon afiairs of state: as their conversation was carried on in the 
Turkish language our presence was immaterial, and Ali prevented us 
from retiring. Mouchtar remained about twenty minutes, during 
which time he stood at a little distance from his father, with his 
hands resting upon his gold-mounted pistols, nor would he have 
presumed to take a seat, or been asked to do so, had the conference 
lasted as many hours : such is the filial reverence expected and paid to 
parental authority in Turkey ! After Mouchtar had retired Ali conversed 
with us about our expedition and expressed his satisfaction that we had 
been at Tepeleni : he shewed us a few brass coins which had been dug 
up at Apollonia, but they were all Roman and devoid of interest. We 
soon took our leave and adjourned to the serai of Mouchtar Pasha, who 
was anxious to hear news of his ^on as well as our opinion of Berat : 
he told us a long story respecting the palaio-castro at Jarresi near Te- 
peleni, saying that it belonged to a daughter of King Pyrrhus, being 
given as her dowry in marriage to an lUyrian prince : where he found 
this legend I am unable to tell. After this visit we adjourned to 
eat the paschal lamb with our friend M. Pouqueville, and spent a very 
agreeable day in comparing notes respecting what we had seen and 
heard during our Albanian excursion. The next morning was dedicated 
to paying and receiving visits from our Greek acquaintance, and pro- 
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duiiog money for our bills upon Constantinople : in this latter neg€y^ 
tiation we had no difficulty^ for it happened to be the time when 
Mouchtar Pasha received his revenue, and as he was obliged to for- 
ward money to Constantinople he found our bills a great accommo- 
dation. We procured cash chiefly in gold, for convenience in travelliiig^ 
though we were obliged to pay a premium for this. The gold coin 
highest in esteem throughout Turkey is the Venetian sequin, executed 
with as much deficiency in point of taste as the ancient Athenian tetra- 
drachm* ; but like it equally valued on account of its superior purity 
and freedom from alloy. The elementary or lowest degree of Turkish 
money is the asperf, of which three make one par^ : forty parks are 
equal to one piastre, and the piastre may be reckoned equivalent to a 
French franc. There are also pieces of twenty, sixty, eighty^ and one 
hundred par^, which last is the largest silver coin. The Ottoman gold 
coins are rare : the largest are equal to five piastres and the smalkst 
to half that sum. Gold always fetches, a premium in the south of 
Europe, but more especially in Turkey, where the despotic nature of 
its govemm^t imposes the necessity of hoarding upon its people : 
moreover the silver coin is extremely debased^ and is now little better 
than plated copper, which is soon made apparent after the panl has been 
carried a week in the pocket. Every piece of coin, both gold aiid silver^ 
is stamped with sentences firom the Koran, for the Turks carry their 
prejudices against image-worship so far that they will not allow even 
their foyourite idol to be figured with the resemblance of man or beast. 
No laws being established respecting usury in Turkey^ the rate of in- 



* For B most ingenious ui4 interesting DisserUtion upon Athenian Cointge by Lofd Abefdeen, 
Mr. Walpole*8 Memoirs, p« 4M. 

f This also, thongb tbe lowest coin, is osed.by the Qieeks and Turks as the general expression for 
wealth ; thus when they wish to denote a Tery xich man they say he has many aspers^— ^ tx^i woXXit 
imptu"* The eoLpressioii in St Mark's Oospel, e.yur.^i§ somewhat simiilar to this-*'* f4.^ n^r 
f^pny jCBikKdv^ — Hie none or girdle, is used in Turkey and all other jiarts of the East, in which the 
farm is eaitied. 
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terest is very fluctuating: it varies generallj from ten to thirty pet 
cent.* ; but when the rate is very exorbitant the security is propor- 
tionably sKgbt : some money-holders prefer the safe, others the specu- 
lating plan, according as their prudence or their cupidity preponderates. 
Ali Pasha employs a curious method of gaining a per-centage upon 
money in his dominions. When the time approaches for paying his 
troops or otherwise disposing of any large sums, he buys up the gold 
coin at the rate which it bears in Constantinople, pays it out at the 
high price to which this very circumstance has advanced it, and then, 
when his own payment has by a plentiful circulation reduced its value 
again, he orders all his revenues and other dues to be paid in gold. 

Next day we resumed our visits amongst the Greek families of our 
acquaintance, and fbund our old friend the Archbn Logotheti of Liva- 
dia, who had arrived at loannina during our absence. He was lodged 
with three or fbur companions in a smoky miserable tenement, a per- 
fect contrast to the elegant and luxurious mansion wherein we had 
visited htm at hrs native place. His residence at loannina was the 
restrlt of All's policy, who obliges the primates and other officers of the 
Greek cilies in his dominions to reside a portion of the year in the 
capital. This circumstance, together with the quartering of his troops 
upon the city, has more than quadrupled the expenses of house-rent, 
board, and lodging, since his accession to the sovereignty of £pirus. 
We brought Signore Logotheti home to dine with us, and were happy 
in this and other opportunities of returning the civilities that we had 
formerly received from him. 

April 13: — ^This morning I set out in a caique, accompanied by 
Signore Nicolo, and visited the island, for the purpose of searching the 
monasteries for manuscripts. In thi^ investigation however we were 



* The rate of usaiy was sometimes very high amongst the ancients. In ** the Feast*' of Lucian Ze^ 
Dothemis is railed at lyy Cleodemus for his ararice in taking four per cent per month, or forty^ight per 
annum. 
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completely disappointed : not a book beyond those necessary for the 
service of the church, a few folios of miracles or lives of saints ; 
not a MS. except a copy of the psalter and a collection of hymns. 
We searched diligently six convents : the seventh was prohibited to us, 
being at this time the prison of the two unfortunate sons of Mustafa. 
Pasha, and the cells of the monks occupied by Albanian soldiers : as 
all these religious houses have at various times undergone a similar con- 
version, the reader will not be surprised at the failure of our enter* 
prise. As we returned home across the lake about noon, our ears 
caught the tinkling sound of distant music, and on looking to the 
quarter from whence it proceeded, we observed two monoxyla row- 
ing towards us very swiftly : presently we heard our names called 
out in a loud harsh tone, and then discovered how the boats were 
freighted. In the first was Mouchtar Pasha with his chief physician for a 
companion, whilst the second carrying his major-domo and his cook, was 
loaded with large stores of eatables and a household fiddler, like the 
ancient bard, that invariable concomitant of the feast*, stretching his 
lungs to the tortured catgut and celebrating in wild Albanian music 
the deeds of Ali and his valiant sons. Mouchtar was in high spirits, 
but all his boisterous exclamations could not discompose a muscle in 
the face of this modern Phemius, or disarrange a note of his inharmo- 
nious strains. The pasha insisted upon our returning to dine with him 
on the island; an invitation which needed not a repetition either to 
Nicolo or myself. 

At landing we were met by a concourse of people who accompanied 
us to a neat well-furnished house, where a considerable number both of 
men and women staid in the room laughing and joking with the paslia 
as if they had been his equals. Indeed the manners of the prince ap- 
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peared but little superior to those of his retainers, whilst his coarse 
and boisterous mirth seemed admirably adapted to the meridian of 
their capacities. In the mean time the cook and people of the house 
were busily employed in beating and preparing the viands, and in a 
short time about twenty as neat and piquant dishes were set before us 
in regular succession as ever graced a pasha's table. Mouchtar just took 
off the edge of his appetite with four hard eggs and a proper quantity 
of bread ! and at dinner when I affirm that he eat as much as two English 
ploughmen I believe I am within the line of truth. We made a 
partie quarr6e, consisting of the pasha and his physician, Signore 
Kicolo and myself^ and we dispatched the meal in little less than one 
hour and a half. Two or three women stood in the room nearly all 
this time, with whom Mouchtar laughed and joked between courses : 
he also rallied poor Nicolo, asking him whether this was not better fare 
than what he met with at Rustschuk? Nicolo shook his head mourn- 
fully at the mention of that dire abode, where, during a long siege, he 
had frequently been glad to make one meal a-day, though that was upon 
horse-flesh, and rarely stirred out of a subterranean cavern which he had 
dug for himself as a defence against the shells of the Russian artillery. 
The recollection of these privations however did not diminish his ap^ 
petite, which seemed rather inclined towards the compensatory system 
of things. We drank the best wine which this part of the country 
produces, though it cannot boast of many positive good qualities. 
When an hour had elapsed after dinner, we left Mouchtar to enjoy hia 
siesta, while we perambulated this beautiful little island and admired 
the charming scenery which its whole circuit displays. I could not 
help making a remark upon the voracity of the grandee we had just 
left, to his physician, and requested to know how it was possible for a 
person to indulge such an inordinate appetite with impunity. The 
doctor replied that he was as much astonished as I was, ^^ but those 
Turks, they are used to it."' After our walk we took a pipe and some 
coffee^ and as Mouchtar Pasha intended to sleep on the island for thc^ 
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purpose of an earljr sfaootiog excursion next morning, we r^^umed in 
the cool of the evening to the city. Next morning it being understood 
that I had been to search for manuscripts on the island, a person brought 
to me for sale an unedited treatise upon astronomy by Meletius the 
Archbishop of Athms : it consisted of about 400 pages in 4to., and the 
figures as well as the text were executed with remarkable neatness ; 
\Mt I had had too much experience of this worthy prelate's blunders 
upon earth in his iAcomparable ga>graphy, to fancy that be would be 
found more accurate in his delineation of the heavens. I therefore 
left this treasure in the possession of its proprietor. 

Scarcdy a week bad dapsed since our Albanian expedition, when 
the whde city of loannina waa thrown into alarm on our acconitt. 
This happened whilst we were spending an evening accidentally at 
Mons. PoaqueviUe% when the visir suddenly sent for us to bis serai : 
as we were not fosmd at bame, and no one knew where we had gone, 
at least a score kaivasis and cbaousbes, with their gcJd and silver sticks, 
were dispatched over the town and environs to find us. Rumour 
stretched out all her wings, and opened all her mouths upon the 
occasion, and amidst the thousand reports afloat concerning us, the 
prevalent opinion was that the buUrun was to be our habitation in 
revenge for the vkiir's disappointed ambition at Parga. Even Mons. 
Pouqueville himself was infected with the alarm, and with a charac- 
teristic trait of generosity ofiered us the asylum of his consular dwell- 
ing, which he assured us Ali dare not violate. 

However, neither Mr. Parker nor myself felt any alarm, but followed 
the chaoushes with great tranquillity through the streets to the serai of 
Litaritza. There we found the vieir in the highest state of good 
humour possible, and his reception of us more cordial than any we bad 
before received. We were his dear friends, the natives of a country 
whidi he entirely loved — cofiee, sweetmeats, and pipes, were brought 
to ufr by wholesale, and the fine arms in the Albanian- room taken 
down for our inspection. The grand' secret of all thb soon came out. 
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He had just received notice that his frigate, which he had sent to 
Malta for the purpose of being rigged, copper bottomed, mounted 
with guns, and supplied with stores, had arrived in the harbour of 
Prevesa, and the good humour now exhibited seemed as if it was occa- 
sioned by this sop thrown to the Epirotic Cerberus. A list of all the 
articles furnished from the British arsenals had been forwarded by the 
port-admiral; but that important document being written in English, 
had put all the scholars of the seraglio to their wits end, though many 
of them before this had boasted not a Uttle of their attainments in our 
northern language. When all had tried and failed, Ali bethought him- 
self of our assistance, and for this purpose sent his chaoushes to escort 
us to the seraglio. 

The papers being put into our hands we adjourned to the little 
justice-parlour in the court of the serai, where our first introduction to 
the vizir took place ; and with the help of Signore Colovo transferred 
their meaning into Romaic, through the medium of the Italian, though 
in many instances we were sadly puzzled by the nautical terms for vari- 
ous unknown instruments : by the help however of blanks, asterisks, 
and a few good guesses, we made out a tolerable translation, though we 
spent three hours in the labour. 

Next morning, Mr. Parker feeling indisposed, I waited alone upon 
the vizir, to know if he was satisfied with our performance, and if we 
could render him any further assistance. I found him in a room very 
magnificently furnished, and according to his common custom, smoking 
the houka. He appeared much elated by his acquisition, thanked itie 
in a courteous manner for the trouble we had taken, and expressed his 
intention of going immediately to Salagora to review his fleet. He 
then entered into conversation with me respecting our late tour, 
asked many questions respecting my opinion of the country, and of 
his son Salee, and appeared pleased with the answers which I gave him 
respecting the latter : he asked me also if we had discovered any silver 

VOL. II. p p 



^ ufTEtiMmQ oOKfanBAtioii irtrtf all 

minti in bis tmnttfi but I ieAunA bitti tbikt Ddttet* my friebd tlor my- 
self had studied hiiherttlogy : he teid he thought there were some in 
the Heighbourhood bf Tet^etetit, And ttiAny pfe»oiid had told him m. 
Who these could b6 I atn UoAbte t6 conjectutfe ; but if one ever did 
discover An^ it wouM bfe the height of cruelty to mdke them kaowtk ta 
hitn, and thus cbhdemn hundmld of his iitifortuiUit6 subjects to perpe- 
tual imprisonmeht iti the nojtioud bowels of the earth. Wbesi we 
arrivied at the neighbourhood of I'epdeni, t expected he Would have 
touched upon the masi^bcre of Gardiki : biit in this I was disappointed, 
for he Wis silei^t upon that subject, and I did not dal\s to introduce it. 
HiB fheii i^uest^ Sdh^e infbl^atioiii iHespecting the nations that 
in ancient times possessed the districts over which be had eirt€iGided 
h\i dominion: at the same time he paid a handsome comphment 
to the generality of English travdlers, fbr the knowledge they 
acquired upon ^uch ^\ibjects. With a much more limited range of 
ikifbrmatioh than the vizir gave me credit for, and still having to 
sU*uggle with peculiar difficulties in the language that formed the me* 
dium of cotnmtinication, I endeavoured to satisfy his cuiio^ty by 
jgiving him a succinct account of the early settlers in these regions, of 
their colonization by the Greeks, and their subjection to the Romans* 
He listened with gteat attention and apparent interest^ but made me 
dwell particularly upon the exploits of Pyrrhus, of whose character be 
never before had any distinct notion : he inquired with a certain ait 
of mistrust about the elephants which that monarch employed in his 
military operations, and asked, with a laugh, whether I thought ele> 
phants would be of any use against his Albanian palikars : to this I 
answered, that the mode of warfare was entirely altered since the days 
of Pyrrhus, o^ving to the invention of fire-arms; but that even now 
those animals #ere employed in great numbers by our military men in 
the East Indies. We then passed on to the Roman conquerors, and 
%ie i^ettied ttdt a little «lated wiien I told him that the empit^ of the 
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wodd bad jbeeo twice icoiitesJted mthin tl^e limits of his dominion, onoe 
by land on the PhaiBalian plains, and onoe by sea in the Oulf of 
Actium : he said be bad heard that |iie palaio*castro, near Prevesa, 
i^as the record of ^ great Tictorj, hut did not knovr bd<H*e that it was 
one of such greai; consequence. 

My tobaoco being now jconsuined, and being afraid of intruding 
Aipon the .vizir'jB time, I made a motion to depart ; but he requested me 
to remain, and ordered one of his pages to bring another pipe. In the 
juean time he turned the conversation upon Great J^tain ; but his in- 
quiries tended .moce to t^ satis&ction x)f curiosity upon trifling sub- 
jects, than to the acquisition of knowledge upon t^Jiose of greater in- 
terest; for instance, he asked me if IfCing Geqrge could cut off a sub- 
ject's head, and seemed quite astqunded when I assured him that he 
had no more power than the subject had Jto cut off his, unlras the latter 
ifaad forfeited his Mt to .the law« He laughed outrigl^t jvhen I totd him 
Jkhat a member of the x^ayaLfomily or the king himsdf might he $\ied 
in & court of justice. He then asked me how the king proaired his re- 
venue, and when I answerod firom the voluntary impoiits of his people, 
Jbe shook his head^ as if ;he diought he should starve if he. had to depend 
upon so precarious an income. Amongst other topics, of whic^ it 
was impcfisiUe/to remember half, he asked me what induced my coun- 
trymai to undergo so .many hardships and run so many dangers by 
land and sea for the sake jof visiting countries which were devoid of 
iuearly ail the comforts of Ji^e. In reply I endeavoured to give him some 
idea of our mode of education and that general cultivation of Greek li- 
ieratuse which is apt so strongly to influence the imagination and 
genei^te enthusiasm; which impels us to visit the land that nur- 
tured. and imatured those micient prodigies erf* talent, and to contemplate 
the scenes where so .maay important historical events^ took place. The 
vizir mused for a short time upon what I observed and then ^id, that he had 
not himself had the advantage pf education. J confess my dissimulation ; 
but I could not help replying thatlthoughthis highness had made a higher 
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use of his faculties in thestudy of mankind, and that in England his cha- 
racter was in greater repute on the score of talent, than if he had been 
dignified with thetitleofaphilosopher. The compliment evidently pleased 
him, for his eyes brightened and his face assumed a peculiar expression 
of good humour. I took this opportunity of turning the discourse 
upon his own warlike achievements, and he related to me several parti- 
culars which 1 have interwoven into the memoir of his life : he seemed 
to take a pleasure in dwelling upon the early incidents of his eventful 
history,^ which probably arose from the satisfaction he now receives at 
looking down from the height of security upon those periods when he 
was involved in perils and had scarcely a place where to lay his head. 
I longed to put a few political questions to him rdative to some more 
recent occurrences ; but every oblique attempt was eluded, and direct 
inquiries were out of the question. 

My second pipe was now finished, and when I arose to go Ali no 
longer detained me : he said he hoped we should not leave loannina 
before his return from Salagora, for I had informed him that the winter 
being now past and travelling practicable, it was our intention no 
longer to obtrude ourselves upon his hospitality. Thus ended the 
longest and most interesting conversation I ever held with this extraor- 
dinary character : I took down as many items of it as I could recoiJect 
immediately on my arrival at home, but regret that my memory did not 
serve me to recollect half his observations. 

Just about this time we had a sudden change of weather, and winter 
seemed again anxious to resume its sway: snow appeared upon the 
summits of the mountains, and for several days the thermometer 
stood at 46^ of Fahrenheit. This melancholy aspect of nature however 
was transient, and the Grecian sky soon resumed those brilliant tints 
and that harmonious colouring which during greatest part of the year 
adds such a charm to the beauty of its scenery. 

' fir' ia^ifunn rtvAwnrutf (hi ww' tfifipf 

AfWrot, fire x«^ invOt^nu* AXXa §M ll$p^ 

nEUTATAI ANNE#EA02, ASYKH A' BmAEAPOMEN AITAH. 
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During this short gloom I occupied myself in taking extracts from cer* 
tain documents relating to Albania and its capital, which were very 
kindly submitted to my inspection by several persons of our acquaint- 
ance. We afterwards resumed our excursions either alone or in the 
company of friends, and visited the beautiful monasteries on the borders 
of the lake, taking provisions with us, and spending the day amidst 
their shady recesses. The people of loannina are very partial to these 
expeditions, and at many of the convents which we passed, were seen 
large family parties of men, women and children, reclining indolently 
under the shelving porticos, enjoying the luxuries of the table, and 
listening to the discordant tones of a violin or mandoline, or accompa- 
nying the instrument in loud strains of nasal melody. These scenes 
brought strongly to our imagination the picture of ancient times, when 
the joys of life appeared to centre in similar amusements. 

*Oc r^c fur Tp^way ifiap cc i^iXiov KartMrra 
"Hfu^a BaiyviAMvat Kpia i^ iiowcra kAi fudv ^i(t' 

*0i lur Koiuiiirayro Kara uiyapa mnitvra^. 

Od.c.4r«. 

It IS to be expected that the habits, manners and customs of a people 
will always bear a certain resemblance to each other in the early stages 
of their social existence and in their decline; that is, before refinement, 
which tends greatly to confound all peculiarities, is far advanced, and 
when it is almost extinguished. The amusements indeed which engage 
the minds of the modem Greeks are scarcely exceeded in simplicity by 



* 9ach was even supposed to be tbe chief amasement of their Gods. 

'Oc Tint ftir wp6irav j[/iap it i^cXcoy Kara^vrra 
/^alvwr'p 6d in ^/loc iMtro iairdg lt^c» 
*Ov fiir f^ppyyofi irtpucoXXio^, l^y ty^ 'AwSkKvyf 
llvor^i^y S^ fit itiiovy hfui^fuyoi M raXp* 

. Od. a. 19 $n« 
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those of the heroic ages. The reader will however be afttoni^ed to leam, 
as I was mjself to liear, that since our departure, theatrical exhibitions 
have been tiisplayed at loaBnina ciiider the patronage <^ the virar, a 
temporary theatre being erected, and the wiiole corps de ballet im- 
ported from Corfu : such a scene, I will venture to my, was never ex« 
hibited in a Mahometan city since the era of tiie Hegira. The occasion 
of all these festivities was the marriage of our young friend Mahmet 
Pasha to the daughter of a rich bey of Larissa, at which hk £iither 
Vely was present. 

May 4. — On this day we observed a bustle in loannina and a great 
number of monoxyla stdmming over the surface of the lake. Upon in- 
quiry we found that a grand festival was to be held on liie morrow at 
the convent off St ^George which is situated near tlie saramit of Mount 
Mitzikeli. On the festival of our national Saint it would have been 
very unpmtriotic in us to have been absent, and we determined to join 
the throng of pilgrims. Having sent Antonietti forward with our beds 
and provision we embarked about noon in a caique, with Signore Nicolo 
for a companion, passed over the lake, and mounted our asses, of which 
great numbers were ready for hire at the other side : the ascent occu- 
pied about two hours, and was sufficiently amusing from the ludicrous 
scenes exhibited amongst the various parties through die obstinacy of 
their beasts. 1%e'hegumenos with several of his caloyers met us at the 
gates of the convent, which stands in a rocky recess, probably two 
thousand feet above the level of the lake below, and inmiediately under 
the craggy summits of the mountain, where the^now lay at this time in 
deep ridges. The best room in the convent was allotted for our recep- 
tion and the superior did us the honour to sit at table, though his laws 
did not allow him to partake of our fare. He exulted much when he 
learned that his tutelary saint was the guardian of our native island, and 
assured us there was not a better or a more powerful one in the whole 
calendar. In the evening we sat in the balcony and amused ourselves 
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in sedng the pilgrims arrive, who deposited their stores in the court- 
yard, and were accommodated in a long range of low rooms on the 
north side of the area ; the apartments of the monks occupy that on 
the south, and between them on the eastern side stands the chapeL 
Eires were lighted in the court to dress the victuak, round which the 
different parties sat feasting and singing to their discordant instru- 
ments: in some places various feats of strength were exhibited, in 
others the Romaika was danced, groups of women and children were 
seen scattered about the mountain, and the whole scene was fnll of in- 
terest and animation. Here the Greek character shewed itself in its 
more light and airy cast, whilst the poor people, xaised for a time above 
the reach of tyranny and f^H'getttng their miseries, gave way to their 
feelings and indulged in all theirnative vivacity. At night a lovely moon, 
which was now in the full, shed her silvery light upon the wri^oiinding 
scenery, and her rays, which were reflected in the lake below, randere^ 
loannina with all the villages and hills around its plain 'distinctly tb(Mig]| 
faintly visible. We adjourned from the convent to the^edge of a nohlfi 
precipice, a few hundred yards distant, wher« the mount^n rises almost 
perpendicularly from the watw's edge : upon ifts Uyp Antoniotti :hail 
pitched our tent in the centre of a large cirx^ular tbreAing-4k)or (sittiJar 
to the ancient ivr^x^^ ^^) where the honest caloyers tread out tboir 
com by means of horses and oxen. Here we sat to eejoy the luxury of the 
pipe and to contemplate the delightful prospect, whilst the night brecsie 
threw its plaintive murmurs over the surrounding rocks, and tjUe sounds 
of distant merriment in the court of the •conveot broke upon our ens 
through the general silence. The moon in these delightful climates seems 
almost to emulate the solar orb in brilliancy, and whilst I viewed her 
beams playing upon the surface of the water as upon a mirror, throwing 
into light and shade all the rocks and promontories of the lake, and 
bringing into full view the fine wavy undulation of Mount Olitzika, I 
felt that the mighty biurd, the glory of <j4reece4tDd of the human race. 



S9tf ANECDOTE OF MUSTAFA. 

must have painted from nature that noble scene, whose beauties it is 
scarcely possible to transfuse into any foreign dialect. 

As when the moon, refiilgent lamp of night, 

OV heaven's clear azare spreada her sacred light ; 

When not a braath dbtufba the deep serenoi 

And not a dovd o*ercasts the sotemn scene ; 

Around her throne the ivnd planets roll. 

And stars unnnmber'd gild the glowing pole, 

0*er the dark trees a yellower rerdore died. 

And tip with siWer er'ry moontain's head ; 

Then shine the Tales, the rodn in p rospec t rise, 

A flood of glory bursts from all the skies : 

The conscious swains rejoicing in the sight 

Eye the blue Tault and bless the useful light*. 

IL nti. Pope's TransL 

As the time approached for retiring to rest we returned to the con- 
vent ; but before we went to bed were induced by the beauty of the 
scene to stand for a few minutes in the balcony. There we perceived 
our kaivasi stretched out upon his mat, his head resting upon a bard 
pillow and his upper garment taken off and thrown over him ; for the 
custom is very general in modern, as it was in ancient times, to sleep 
under the open portico (uir* aAiir^ ifJiirt^. Od. y. 399)- Mr. Parker, who 
was in his night-cap and bed-gown, went up to Mustafii and gently awoke 
him: the sleeper just cast his eyes upon him and turned himself on his 
pillow with a groan : Mr. Parker then awoke him again, and again Mu^ 
taf^ turned himself and uttered a still deeper groan than before. As he 
slept with his ataghan and pistols in his belt I cautioned my friend against 
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* How much more simple and grand is the original of this splendid passage ! 

^dtrtr* dpiTpewioy trt r^ ewStro yiivifios di^p^ 
'Ec r' ifarov ira^at mcowud jcdt wfifrtc ^'pocy 
K&i ydwaf ^yo^tr 9 dp hnp^yti dwmrat ol3)i^ 
Jldvra a r* ci^itnu d^pa^ yiyiiiM M rt ^ra irei^i^. 
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interfering^ any further with his rest and we went to bed. Next 
day however he appeared unusually dull and melancholy, and con- 
tinued so for near a week, when Antonietti observing the change, 
wormed out the secret by dint of intreaties, and learned to his great 
horror that Mustafa had seen a spectre at the convent, the ghost 
of the very Gardikiote whom he had cut down with his ataghan 
at the han of Valiar^. As soon as I knew this I immediately ex- 
plained the whole circumstance to the poor fellow, and made some 
excuse for awaking him. He appeared satisfied with the explana- 
tion, but said it was not the first time he had seen that fellow, that 
xi(otrit of a Gardikiote, and he informed Antonietti that nothing should* 
ever induce him to pay another visit to the convent of St. George. 

On the morning after this adventure I arose very early and attended 
the caloyers in chapel at their orisons. This attention pleased the 
good fathers, and they sang in their best style. Yet how much did 
their mummeries diminish the effect of those sensations which the 
act of adoring the beneficent Author of the universe upon this 
lofty pinnacle of his own creation, was calculated to inspire ! After 
service, the hegumenos accompanied me to the precipice where our 
tent was fixed : there we enjoyed the view of loannina, with its moun- 
tain scenery, illuminated by the rising sun, which had already 
absorbed the tints of morning in one broad blaze of brilliant light. 
How animated does the face oiP nature appear at this time, and how 
nobly has the bard described it — 

Night wanes, the Tapoun round the moontain curPd 
Melt into morn, and light awakes the world : 
Man has another day to swell the past 
And lead him near to little bat his last 
But mighty nature bounds as from her birth ; 
The sun is in the heayens, and life on earth ; 
Flowers in the ralley, splendour in the beam. 
Health on the gale, and freshness in the stream. 
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S9» ORB£K CONYINTS AND CALOYEHB. 

The heguraenosy out of pure compliineiyt to bds English gvest, had 
brought with him from the conv^t Kbrary, am oid Romaic bistorj, 
coDtaining the life of Saint George. Wheo we were seated in the tenf 
he opened this repository, pat 06 his spectacles^ and edified me for the 
space of nearlj two hours with the mitacolous feats of tkat great 
champion of the Christian faith. I then heatd of his imdaunted 
conduct before the £mperor Diocletian in reproving idolatry, of 
his being struck through the body with a lance by the executioner 
without injury to the said body, of his walking bare^footed upon 
planks studded with nails as if they had beea boiled peas^ of his 
fcteaining ufn^burt amidst flatnes^ of his destroying a fiery dragon 
which infested the banks of the Euphrates, and a thousand other 
Anrades^ wfaach kave rendered his name so illustrious throughout the 
world. The nasat tones of the faegnmenos, added by my early rising, 
iiad lulled me into a gefitle slumber, wheo Mr. Parker and Nicole 
arrived, with Antonietti carrying provision for breakfast, and pot a 
stop to the worthy monk's recitation. Having made this early 
neaf in one of the most superb sites that the world can afford, we 
took a range over the summit of the mountain, and returned to the 
HKMMStery for atteadattce upon grand mass, at which time we added 
oar mites, to those of the other {Pilgrims, in support of this religious 
cMabliihmefit. 

TbeGreek ftionks or cafoyers have onlyone order, which is thatof Saint 
Basil. Their habit is a long cassock of coarse cloth girt round with a belt, 
a felt or woollen cap, and a black cowL Their government is, or is in- 
tended to be very austere, as they are enjoined chastity, obedience, 
and abstinence from flesh, daring the whole of their lives : bread and 
fruit is their chief food during greatest part of the year, and at their 
feasts only do they eat oil, eggs, or fish. Greatest part of their time is 
occupied in their choirs^ in rebearlBing 1k^ psaher, in singing hymns in 
honour of the Virgin atfd tbeif patron samts, and ih making their bows 
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or fAirimM as they are called, whicK during the great fasts, eirery 
calojer >s obliged to regeat 300 times io the twent y-four haiu*8: 
as for the great Lent before Easter, theyHBegin it with three days of 
absolute fasting, not even indulging th^nselves in the luxuries of bread 
and water« and on the eves or vigik of £easts, the whole night is nearly 
taken up in the ceremonies of devotion : ai^coixiiag to their jule^ they 
ought to spend the greatest part of every other night within their cells 
in Heading homilies and the lives of saints. Yet even all this severity 
does not content scMiie superstitious devotees, who enter into a mote 
strict rule, and confine themselves to biead and water, and almost 
constant watching duriag the whole of their Jives. In the Greek, as 
in the Latin church, there are lay brothers, who take the hafaitiand 
adhere to the rule of the order, called .jMtr«vMif4cyoi or comrerts, men 
weary of the vanities of the world, or who wish by penanoe and mor- 
tification to wash away the stain of mortal sins. These undertake the 
maoagement of domestic ai&irs, tend the flocks of the convent, aiid 
press the wine of which both lay and regular brethren are permitted 
to partake. 

Like all odier such institutions, the severities of tibe monastic oi4er 
among the Gireeks are considerably relaxed ; the pro;gf ess of intellec- 
tual knowledge begins to ibake nneo ashamed of those fi^tes to whidi 
superstition had bound them, but it is long ere reason herself can 
entirely overthrow tbe fiibric which is propped up by pr^udice imd 
habit. 

We returned to loannina for dinner, and in a few days afterwards, 
when I had completed my extracts, we began to make preparations 
for quitting this place which had afforded us so interesting and agree* 
able a sojourn. Two days were ftdly occupied in bidding adieu to our 
numerous friends and acquaintance : on the 10th of May we paid our last 
visit to the vizir in one of his little tenements near the palace of Vely 
Pasha, where he was administering jt/^^ice. We staid but a short time, 
and when we were about to quit for ever on this side the grave, an eminent 
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personage with whom we had been so long acquainted and by whom we 
had been treated with so much civility, it was impossible not to feel cer- 
tain melancholy sensations, in spite of that horror which the knowledge 
of his crimes and the sight of his tyranny was calculated to inspire. He 
begged us to carry a letter to General Campbell at Zante, in which he said 
he had expressed to him the satisfaction he had received from our visit. 
Having thanked his highness for the hospitality we had met with in. his 
dominions, and recommended Mustai^ and Nicolo very earnestly to 
his favour, we arose and made our obeisance : this he courteously re- 
turned by bowing his head and placing his right hand upon his breast; 
after which we left the apartment and saw him no more. 

Being close to the habitation of Mahmet Pasha, we took an affec- 
tionate leave of that engaging youth, who desired us to think of him 
as a fiiend highly interested in our welfare, and with great cordiality 
wished us a safe arrival at our native land. We finished our visits with 
Mouchtar Pasha, to whose youngest son, a fine little fellow about 
seven years old, we presented a pair of beautiful English pistols, as a 
slight acknowledgment of the attentions shewn us by his fsither. 
Mouchtar gave us a bouyourdee for our journey, in addition to that of 
the vizir, and promised to send with us through the extent of his pos- 
sessions a young Albanian in his own service, son of the governor of 
Paramithia. We s{>ent the evening, which was rather a mournful one, 
with our kind friends the Messrs. Pouqueville, and then retired to sleep 
for the last time in 
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JVIaY 11. — ^An earl J hour in the morning was fixed upon for our 
departure ; but so long a time was occupied in arranging our affairs, in 
receiving visits, and in distributing appropriate tokens of gratitude 
amongst our friends and hosts, that it was near noon before the 
cavalcade could be put in moti<Hi. At l^sgth notice was given that 
all was ready: we mounted our horses and made our way with 
some difficulty through the crowds that lined the court and ad- 
joining streets to witness the procession, which consisted of ten men 
and at least double that number of horses. Our first stage was to 
Dramisus by the road which I have before described. We were accom- 
panied thus far by Mr. Cerbere, a young Frenchman, who had arrived 
firom Corfu on a visit to Mr. Pouqueville, and was desirous of inspecting 
the ruins of Cassopaea. The evening was delightful, and we retraced with 
pleasure the remains of this venerable Epirotic city. In addition to 
my former account I have very little to add, except that the walls of 
its fortress are firom eleven to twelve feet in thickness, w^hilst those of 
the lower city appear to have been constructed only of a single stone, 
and could not have been more than two feet broad in the widest part. 
We observed a large piece of defaced sculpture lying upon the ground 
near some recent excavations ; it represented a Triton in bas-relief, but 
the style of execution was indifferent. Upon a further consideration of 
this locaHty, I have my doubts whether it may not have been the site of 
Passeron*, one of the most celebrated cities of Epirus, where it was 
customary for the kings of Molossis to take a solemn oath, and exact 
one in return from their people ; the former that they would govern, 
and the latter that they would defend the state according to the pre* 
scription of the laws: this was done after sacrifices to the Martial 
Jupiter; and that stupendous theatre which still exists may have 



* *£c63cc«ay U Ba^vXcTci Iv Uo^^itpvn x^f rfc MoXorr^ioc* *^fi*f ^ M#€iitcc» 6pnywr«ir role 
^nif^atc ciu 6pKf{ciir, dvrik fUp tptfty^ ktirni ii ri^r fiwiKiuiv iia^\6i^ir Kara r^c v6fjut£. Plat, in 
Vit. ryrthi. 
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hetn appropriated to tlie solemn eeremoBy. I give this however m 
mere matter of eonjectnre. 

We slept at Dramisus ; but though W6 changed our cottage we did not 
escape those indefatigable torturers which had destroyed our rest in a 
former excursion. On the morrow we parted with our companion and 
took the road to Paramithia, proceeding af firsit in a northerly direction 
till we turned round the extremity of Mount OHtzika towards the west^ 
in which course we kept generally for the next six hours. Our route 
during this time lay through the sintiosities of contiguous valleys, 
watered by transparent streams, shaded with evergreens and thickets of 
beautiful shrubs, amidst which a thousand nightingales made the air 
resound with their sweet notes. It was here and in other parts of this 
excursion that I felt to the full those ecstatic sensations which a 
Grecian spring, to which no description can do justice, is capable of 
inspiring ; when a balmy softness and serenity pervade the atmosphere, 
when the richest tints are painted on the cloudless sky, when every 
valley and plain is clothed in a deep luxuriant verdure, superior even 
to that which our own island boasts, when every grove is vocal 
with the melody of feathered songsters, when a thousand flowers dye 
the surface of the earth and shed a perfume through th^ air, when 
the bright splendour of the morning sun animates the sdttl of man, and 
the coolest shades of evening refresh him after his daily toil. Nur^ 
ttired as they were amidst such scenes, breathing such an air, and in* 
spired widi such sensations, who can wonder at that delicacy of taste, 
that vigour of imagination, that tenderness of sentiment, that concept 
tion of the beautiful which distinguished the sons of Greece, when 
Gteece Was free? 

In these valleys we met many parties of Vlakiote shepherds drivitig 
theit flbcks and herds firotti the great plains of Tbesprotia, to which 
they had emigrated from the colder re^ons of Zagori and the Pindu^ 
riioantains, for the sake of pasture during the severity of winter. The 
vizir possesses immense tracts of land in these parts, and to faim they 
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pay a certain price for every head of cattle which they turn into bis 
pastures. The wives and daughters of these people rode upon asses 
and mules, whilst the sons assisted their fathers in driving the cattle ; 
the infants were packed up in panniers together with the scanty ar- 
ticles of household ftimiture, and carried on the backs of horses, 
being closed up in these receptacles till their heads only could be seen. 
In about seven hours we arrived at the village of Eleftherochori on the 
top of a rugged defile at the northern extremity of the CassopaMin 
mountains of Suli. At this spot many sanguinary contests took place 
between Ali Pasha and the people of Paramithia : the conqueror has 
built a small fortress to defend the pass. The sun was setting when 
we began to descend through this chasm into the great plain of Para- 
mithia, which extended before us its magnificent scenery : we could 
count five undulating ridges of mountains, all rising one beyond the 
other towards the Adriatic coast and tinged with the colours of the 
setting sun. Emerging from the narrow part of this defile we continued 
along the mountain path on our left and soon saw the castle of Para- 
mithia hanging as it were on a vast height above the city, which lies 
supine upon the side of a large mountain. 

Paramithia is considerable in size and contains many good houses; a 
few of these on the outskirts had not yet recovered from the effects of 
assault in the wars with Ali. Almost all the habitations are separate 
and shaded by luxuriant plane-trees, beneath which there are more 
fountains of delicious water than I ever saw in any town : this, added to 
the charming scenery which its site commands, made me think I 
should prefer it as a place of residence to any other part of Epirus. 
To what ancient city Paramithia has succeeded it is now diffi- 
cult to determine; Pandosia, Gitanae, and Batiae, all put in their 
claims; those of the last-mentioned place seem generally allowed, 
probably because its name bears the nearest resemblance to the mo- 
dem appellation. There can be no doubt but that an ancient city did 
once occupy this site, both from thei remains of Hellenic building ob-^ 
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servable in the fortress and the number of beautiful bronze statues 
which have been discovered here in excavations^ several of which are 
very finely engraved and illustrated in the Specimens of Ancient Sculp- 
ture published by the Society of Dilettanti*. We were conducted to 
an excellent lodging by the governor's son, who then left us and 
proceeded to the dwelling of his father. Next morning, whilst we 
were at breakfast, we received a visit from two great personages, the 
Greek Primate and the Bishop of Paramithia. The latter was very 
chatty, and as he sat cross-legged upon the floor beside our table,"" 
gave us a complete history of his diocese, and described the manners 
of the people before the vizir's conquest of the country, as barbarous 
and savage to the greatest degree ; not a person of any tribe or any 
religion daring to approach this inhospitable tract, where life was held 
80 cheap that the barbarians frequently used to fire upon each other 
when in want of employment against foreigners. We expressed a 
desire of proceeding a day's journey northward of this plain to visit 
some ruins upon the banks of the Thyamis, which have been supposed 
to belong to the ancient Pandosia ; but were deterred from this plan by 
the representation of our visiters, who informed us that the whole tract 
of that country was encircled by a cordon of troops, on account of the 
plague, and that if we even approached it, a long quarantine would 
await us at our return. We therefore contented ourselves vnth paying 
a visit to the governor and inspecting the fine fortress of Paramithia* 
For this purpose we took horses and employed full half an hour in the 
ascent up these steep and rugged acclivities. We passed many large iso* 
lated houses, surrounded with gardens, and having only loop-holes, in- 
stead of windows, from whence the musketry of their defenders might 
be most advantageously directed. We observed also a huge fragment 
of calcareous rock at the north end of the town, which had beep de- 
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tacfaed this very winter from an overhanging preeq)ice: it haxi t9ve^ 
whelmed two hou^^ abd kiDed several persons in its ftdt. At no great 
distance from this spot stood the ruined mansion of the celebrated 
Pronio Ag^, one of the greatest warriors which this country ever Re- 
duced. 

l^he fortress is very extensive and surrounded by an otiter wafi, in 
which are substructions of ancient masonry; but this is nrtrchtaiore ap- 
parent near a gateway at the south-east angle, of which a t^presenta- 
tion is given at the head of the dhapter. The foundations of many 
houses and other buildings within its circuit shew that ptdb^bly the 
wh6Te city, or at least a cortsid'erable portion of it, oWce alood in this 
quarter : the view from hence is magnificent, the height being pro- 
bably a thousand ieet above the level of the plain- After having 
'smoked a pipe with the governor, who received us civilly, and *seeiwed 
much pteased at the opportunity we had given him of seeing his sod, 
'we returned into the town, passing through the ba^ar, which is hand- 
s6me ^nd spacious, cooled by deliciotis fountains and shaded by um- 
brag66us platihi ; frorii thence we desc^ended through garde!ns 'Sftd or- 
chards at the Southern extremity rrito'the plain, 'abd Ip^oceeded cia our 
route towards Suli. 

We were delisted with the cfontinual prospect of towns and yrlteges 
peeping out of their green mantle of cypresses and oriental plaiies which 
adorn this mountain scenery. In about fortr bofurs we arrived at the 
district of l^anari, comprising that grand ^weep which tile plain 
makes towards the S. W.Yip to the coast of the MeditefTTanean : its level 
is loSver tlhan the plain of Pafamrthia, and distinctly marked ^by a 
moderately hi^ boxradary Uke n shelving shore ; Ifhis together 'with its 
perfectly '^en ^rirfkee, tml/rOken by a single twdafatioli of ground, 
seems to confirm the traditiota that it ^as tfvriiflofwed Vy the sea in the 
remote ages of antiquity. After riding half an hour^nd then turning 
to the left we were astonished by a view of the dark rocks of Suli and 
the defile of the Acheron : but no pen can do justice to this scenery ! 
2 
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It 9eemeA as if- W6 were about to p^qietiiate into .Tartavus itself and the 
awftti recesses^ of the PlutoniaB reajm^-; V "AAi? xV*^ ^^^^ ^^* ^^ 
magflificence of this scene i» but imperfectly Fepresetited in the annexed 
plater r was unable t6' take.tnueh more than the oiitliney and it i^ 
quired' ffie 'talents of a professed artist to do juftti^e to all its parts: if 
that friend who has kindly embellished this sketch had been present to 
take it originally, the reader would have gained a much truer imr 
pressioR of the mountains of the Acherouv This fiver flows in a fine 
curve through the plain after it has teft rthe^ rocky channel, which during 
successive .ages it has Worn- tlirptigh this fenific chasm, amidst the crag^^ 
of which its. hoarse mtirmui^ are distinctly faeavd. Proceeding a littlf»: 
further we came to the ruins of a Greek- monastery- which -had been 
destroyed during the Suliet wars : it stood on the very brink of the 
Acheron and within the precincts of an ^{icient temple: this was evir 
<}ent from ^a considerable number of columns, some of which l^y scat- 
tered on the^rou&d, whilst others^ though broken, still rested upon their 
bases: it seemed a^ if the temple itself had.bei^n at j^oma time or other 
repaired or enlarged ; for though many of the piUaYd ivere of antique con^ 
struction' andthe granite of which they were made was in a state of de- 
composition, others were, marble, of smaller dimensions, and a more mo^ 
dem form. Whilst we weredebiating With our^lves>whetber these frag*, 
ments were ever included in oiie bf Plutd's-Achenjisian temples, or whe^ 
ther we might not be standing Upon the wite of' that Pandosia which 
with the fatal Acha:t)n Alexander king of Epirus thought he Was com- 
manded by tlie oracle to avoid, a party of Albanian peasants came up, 
of whom we inquired the name of the place where we5tood,apd heard 
with no little surprise that it was called Aidonati. This appeared to 
cohfiroi our cofijeotures^for Aidoneus or Pluto, a king of the Molossi, 
wa*,&bled to have oam^d off Proserpipe,. the beautifnl daughter of Ceres, 
froit) Sicily to this vert region, where Thespus and Pirithpus wer^ af- 
terwards. confined, when they attempted to deprive nim .of bis . prize. 
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The name of Aidonati therefore preserved apparently from this tradi- 
tion afforded grounds for the supposition that this was the Temple of 
the God of Hell. Anxious however to prevent mistakes I questioned 
our Albanians upon the reason of the appellation, and was rather dis- 
concerted at hearing it proceeded from an old Greek saint, who was 
held in great veneration, called San Donato, (Ay»«c Aowac) and who was the 
patron of the ruined monastery which we bdield« This confounded all 
our reasonings upon the subject till I recollected that the devil had been 
converted into a saint in Sicily*, and it was possible the Greek church 
might not wish to be behind her sister in paying a similar compliment tc^ 
so great a personage, at the same time a story concerning this Saint 
Donato flashed across my mind, which the Bishop of Paramithiahad 
related to us in our conference during the breakfast yesterday. ^^ At a 
little distance from the village of Glyky,** said that prelate with great 
gravity, ** runs a small rivulet which supplied the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict with excellent water, until a fierce dragon, with fiery eyes and 
poisonous breath, taking up his residence at its source infected the 
stream to such a degree tliat all who drank of it immediately perished, 
insomuch that the country became almost depopulated. In this ex- 
tremity an ancient hermit, who for his extreme sanctity was reverenced 
as a saint under the title of San Donato, mounted his ass, and armed 
only with an osier twig undertook an expedition against the formidable 
monster. The dragon, as soon as he espied his antagonist made fu- 
riously at him, rolling volumes of flame and smoke from his nostrils : 
then twisting his tail about the legs of the ass he was upon the point of 
throwing both animal and rider to the ground, when the holy man call- 



* M«lptius in his account of Pftramithia calls it K^t^i^ rS 'Aycn ^ordrs^ to hvoloy kui Hapttfivd^a 
Xiycrai, ; at viro rwv Thokuv A'i^wva^ ^ oiroia rparepov FXvkv IraXccro* (MeU Q«og. p. 317.) where he 
is certainty mi'^taken, tor Ai^wva or AiBopdri is a district in wbich Qlvky is situated at the bottom of 
the rocks of Siili, and Parainithia never was called by either name, as I could learn in all the inquiries- 
I made at the place; but Meletiys makes the river Acheron nin from the heights of Panunithia, where 
no river flows at all, and this has led him into the error. 
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ing aloud upon the name of the Panaghia, smote the beast on the 
head with his osier twig and killed him on the spot : then advancing to 

« 

the stream where a concourse of people had collected together, he took 
up some water in his hand, and drinking it in their presence, cried 
glyky, glyky (yxuxO, yxvxO), * it is sweet, it is sweet ;' from which actioa 
the village of Glyky at the bottom of the Acherontian chasm is 
said to derive its name. A consideration of all these circumstances 
served to confirm us in our original conjecture ; for in this old 
monastic tradition we still kept sight of Aidoneus, or Pluto, or Satan, in 
the form of the old serpent, whose poisonous breath in the rites of 
paganism infected with deadly venom the water of life, until its sweet- 
ness and salubrity was restored by the holy saints and martyrs of the 
Christian faith. We concluded therefore that one of these pious men 
having established a monastery upon the ruins of the pagan temple, 
had not given, but received his name from the district in which it was 
situated, a name which had descended through all the different ages of 
superstition down to the present time, from that Aidoneus, who, in the 
very district from which he carried off the daughter of Ceres, is com- 
memorated in a similar manner; for there exists at this day a small 
town in the vicinity of £nna which bears the appellation of Aidone*. 

From the ruins we advanced to a strong fort built by the vizir about 
half a mile distant from the village, where we were received with 
great civility by the Albanian governor, a man who had been en- 
gaged in the seventeen years war of Suli, and who amused us with 
many interesting events relating to that eventful history. At dinner we 
drank the waters of the Acheron, which have either been much misre- 
presented, or if they ever were bitter have entirely changed their 
nature, being now extremely cool and agreeable to the taste. Though 
we were much fatigued by yesterday's journey, not one of the party 



♦ Vid. D'Onrille, Sic p. 160. 
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VILLAGR OF POTAMIA. 



could obtain the least sleep during the night, owing to myriads of 
vermin which haunt every Albanian dwelling, but more especially the 
Ibrts and quarters of the soldiwy. We therefore rose before the sun 
and pitched our tent amongst the ruins of the Plutonian tempJe 
upon the bank of the river. After breakfast we set out to make an 
excursion through the plain of Phanari, in search of the famed Ache* 
rusian Lake, from whence we knew we could not be far distant by the 
description of Thucydides, which also plainly designates the relative 
situation of the Acheron and Thyamis, by many travdlers and geo» 
grapbers so strangely confounded. — His words are these :--^'o^i^0rr«i 

rft»* 4m 9i tS( Btfwfttriict ^Ax*(^ wrmiMi fimt Ufim>^ti u^ amiif i/p « KfiU r^i 

% iK(m «»f;(fi TO Xfi/iM(to>* (Lib. i» cap. 46») 

Descending for a short distance along the right bank of the Acheron 
we left it where it makes a bend to the S. W. and soon arrived at the 
village of Potami^, more rude and miserable in appearance than one 
of Otaheit^ or New Zealand. The best of its houses are constructed 
of hurdles, one side of which is left open to the inclemency of the 
seasons and the sight of passengers, where the inmates may be seen 
huddled together with their pigs and other domestic animals almost 
in a state of nudity. Some of their huts actually consist only. of 
branches of trees half cut through, which being turned down and 
festened to the ground form a kind of tent, to which the trunk of 
the tree serves as a pole, but in which one would suppose it impossible 
for human beings to exist. Notwithstandipg all this apparent misery 
the village had a curious ai;id picturesque appearance, being very large 
and intersected with numerous green alleys covered with vines,. shaded 
by trees of every description, and adorned with a vast quantity of 
flowers for the nourishment of bees, which every family appeared 
to cultivate. Their hives were of the most simple construction, con- 




CONVENT OP ST. GEOBOE-iaOBSJaTERY OF ST. JOHN. 3U 

TOtrag mcfdly of hoUoir cylmdricd pieces of wood p^ed upoH «i 
lienob, and covered at the top witii a tHe. Leaving Potami^ we 
^pmwd over a mansh or bog formed by iAie overfiowing of ttie river 
VavA, wbicii is probably tbe Cocytus of antiquity*. It flows from te- 
]ow the momstmt^ of Margarili, opposite Faramivhia, af[>d after skirting 
lAie opposite side of the plain empties itself into the Acheron at u 
«fnatt diMa«ice from its mo&th below the village of Tcheuknides. Havii>g 
fifassed this tiiar^h, not without some danger of suffocation, we found 
in *be Aiifdst of a beautifol grove, not a palai6-castro as we liad ^been 
led to expect^ ^bat ^an ancient Crreek church and ithe remains df a mo- 
nastery dedicated to St. George : it was built probably during the trouble- 
gcime tiroes of the Lower Empire, like m«ny of our English oorivents, 
in trhis inaccessible 'ffitiraticm, for the sake of security. From hence we 
toiled ^ovcar ttbe rootfe of the T^amooriot -hills lo a lake -^vhrose sirper- 
&cuM% waters are carried off by a catabothron or strtrterranean channel 
into tbe ^reat -tnarr^yh -hcot Porto l?hanari ; ^bcft this we soon perceived 
was not tbe laffce '<tf which 'we were in search; we tlierefore made 
towards a high projecticfg point of land, at the extremity of which, 
overlooking the plai^, stands the deserted tnonasftery of St. John, buJlt 
within tbe peri bolus of an ancient 'Greek temple of very fine 'Cydopi^an 
raasoifrytf*. The'view from bence*df the plain, with its majestic cirdle 
of mountains, irf Porto Bhamari -and the 'Ionian Sea interspersed with 
islands is extremely 'beautiful. Nothing of the monastery is preserved 
but itS'Cbapel ; at the altar we observed several pairs of crutches l^ft 
there by credulous devotees, who ascribed the cure of their mala- 



* Pauflflnias^ ia>hw-de6cripti<m of the Aeh«cott, 'iDtnnales ttbat tlle'Cocyhn abo flows ra the same 
plain — " irpoc ic rp Kucvpf Xlfivri rt 2«y 'Axsptttrla KaXttfuytfy Kai infmpidt ^Aj^ipwr pli ^e leaiK^ticvTOQ 
i^tap &rcpircffraroi'," and no other river except the Acheron, now called the irordfti rS 2»\iy and the 
Vavi is to be discovered in the Phanari. The very appellation Vavi (/3a/3a), which is an expression 
of grief or aversion, seems to strengthen the conjecture, and not only this, but the water of the VavA 
exactly coincides with the expression i^Bvp hTtpin*TaTov^ for it Hows slowly over a deep muddy soil, im- 
bibing noxious qualities from innumerable weeds upon its banks, and forms greatest part of the Malarisk 
of the plain. 

i The specimen given in vol. !• Pi^ 914, is taken from this peribolus., 
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dies to the miraculous intervention of the saint. Probably this verj 
spot on which we stood was the great Necyoraant6um, or place for 
evocation of the dead, so celebrated in the early periods of Grecian 
history ; for it is close to Cichyrus, and Cichyrus was the very capital of 
Aidoneus. Herodotus informs us that it stood amongst the Thes- 
protians on the banks of Acheron, and at the same time relates 
a curious story of Periander tyrant of Corinth, who sent hither to 
consult the shade of his wife Melissa^. Pausanias also makes mention 
of it, and says that the adventure of Orpheus was referred by some to 
a journey which the poet made to this oracular shrine for evoking the 
spirit of Eurydice. 

A papas or priest, who was well acquainted with the topography 
of the place, pointed out to us the real situation of the Acherusian 
Lake, which appeared at this distance like a small copse of underwood : 
he offered at the same time to conduct us thither by the nearest route, 
as the roads along this part of the Phanari are difficult and dangerous, 
on account of numerous bogs and marshes. Before we proceeded 
with our intelligent guide in this direction, we accompanied him to a 
very ancient palai6-castro, about half a mile distant behind the con- 
vent, the walls of which, though for the most part they lie in a con- 
fused mass of ruin, may be distinctly traced in a circular figure; 
those parts which remain perfect exhibiting a specimen of masonry 
apparently more rude even than Tiryns itself, though the blocks used 
in the construction are not of so large dimensions. The annexed sketch 
will give the reader some idea of their antiquity. 
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RUINS OF CICHTBUS OR EPHYRE. 



I suppose this to have been the ancient city of Cichjrus or Ephyre, 
not only from the situation assigned to it by Thucydides in the 
passage above quoted, but from one of Strabo, which on several ac- 
counts is worthy of insertion : 

ErciTM »*ftt Xiiftifm x»i rXuxuc Xiftnt, in »t ift^aXXit e 'Ay(ifw varMftef, ftw » riif 
Ap^ifiriMt XifAnt, xat itj(i[*t¥»i xktiat wtraiftit <#r> )(«■ ykvxMMm rn »i\irot' pit ti kmi 

Sinrfttrmi' -ri H xttvi hal^ftSit i 9emxn' iyyit Si rnt ILtj^vpv veXt^viov B«;(a>7i«v 
t.»rfu*inn, |wtxpii> Mf rnt d«A«TTi|f »» xai EXwrptet, xit tlanStna, xcu Batriai tw 

i^tftyat^. (L. vii. p. 334.) 

The district anciently called Elaiatis, from the olive trees it produced, 
and in which Ephyre was situated, is still noted for the excellence of that 
plant which confers so many benefits upon the human race. The city 
was anciently celebrated for its poisons, in search of which Ulysses is 
brought here by Homer. It is said to have been taken and its king Phi- 
leus slain by Hercules (Od. • 259^ f3. 328. Diod. Sic. 1. 1. p. 381), and 
within its walls, according to Pausanias, Theseus and Pirithous were 
kept as prisoners of war by King Aidoneus, after the failure of their at- 
tempt to carry off the beauteous Proserpine. Pirithous died in confine- 
ment; butTheseuswas liberated at the intercession of Hercules, probably 
in return for some service performed, or in token of hospitality, according 
to a custom still prevalent in these semi-barbarous countries. 

Returning to the monastery we descended into the plain, and having 
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crwsed the Cocytus by a lofty stone bridge^ arrived at length upon 
the borders of the Acbemsian Lake. Its site is only to be discovered 
by the willows and alders, intermingled with reeds and all sorts of aqua- 
tic plants, which grow to a great height and almost entirely choke up 
the water. Yet there are many channels in this morass through which 
the peasants pass in boats for the purpose of cutting reeds and faggots, 
catching eels of an immense sice, and taking the eggs or young of 
wild fowl. Its length from the spot where it absorbs the waters of 
the Acheron till it again disgorges them is nearly two miles. It emits 
no pestilential vapour, although the malaria in all parts of the plain 
of Phanari is very abundant, from the great accumulation of veg<etable 
matter and stagnant water : its destructive effects are perceptible in 
the sallow and emaciated countenances of the surrounding peasantry. 
Hence probably it was that the ancients, ignorant of the natural 
causes of disease, transferred the miasmata of the plain to the Plutonian 
Lake, and represented it as emitting a deadly effluvia. 

It has been made a subject of discussion how this lake received its 
appellation, as well as the Acheron and Cocytus» or how this particu* 
lar district became celebrated for the residence of Pluto and Charon, 
and for other circumstancses intimately connected with Grecian &ble. 
1%e geneiml oonclusioa has been that the early Greeks ertablidbed these 
topogrephioal situations of tke infernal rivers and the mmsiaas of the 
dead on the utmost vei^ of civiliaed Europe, and as pc^MdatioQ 
incieaaed, constantly placed them further westward *^ «f 2^ tUw hwif^ 
im^'' that being the direction in which civiliaatioB extended itseH; 
But on this point I rather incline to the opinion of Mr. Bryant, who 
supposes that the Cuthite or Ammonian colomsts in the different places 
to which they emigi^ted establtsfaed not only the idolatrous rites hot 
the appellatioBS also of various districts of the Memphiaii plains, those 
regions so fertile in all the gloomy horrors of Egyptian superstitioD. 
Hence it is that we find an Acberusia in Pootus, from whence Herculea 

was supposed to have brought up Cerberus firom Ihe shades bdow: 
3 
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(Diod. Sic» lib. xir*) ao Acheron in Apulia, where Alesuindlfir King of 
Epirus Jost Us life tfancragh the ambiguitj of an oracle: an AYer^ 
nus 9ad Cocytui on the Caropanian idiores : an Acbendn in Elis, meni- 
tioned by Strabo, connected with the worship of Pinto, Ceres, and Pror 
serptoe^ and another celebrated by Apolkmius Rhodiiis, in the ter* 
ritory of Uie Mariandyni. The region around the catacombs of 
Egypt was called the Acherusian w Acheronian plain*: here the 
bodies of kings and princes were deposited in superb mausoleums ; 
here also stood temples in which the rites of fire-worship were exer-r 
cised, expiatory sacrifices performed^ and judgment passed upon 
the characters of the deceased. As these dark and siieqt abodes 
were inviolable, and the daring intruder would hare met with certain 
punishment, the Egyptians were anxious to foe eotombed there, and it 
became a general custom to transport the bodies of their frienda to 
this burial place ; for which purpose it was necessary to pass over the 
lakes and canals which separated it from Memphis, which wenaucut 
originally to convey materials ibr the construction of that ancient 
city, and received their names from the temples on their banks. 
Hence arose the notiion of the infernal rivers, of the judgment of 
Minos and Rhadamanthus, and of Charon's ^f* which usaa a remap 
neration paid to the fenrymaa of a temple on the brink of a carnal, and 
which, small as it was, must have augmented ^eatly the nevenoe <^ the 
priests. The beauty of the plains beyond the catacombs, tnteisected 
by canals which covered them with luxuriant foliage and eternal 
verdure, gave rise to the Elysian fields and the mansions oi the blessed. 
Orpheus, Homer, and the early poets of Greece, conversant aa they 
were with the ceremonies of Egypt, and acquainted wiih its topo*- 



* Diodonu fiic lib. i. 

The Egyptian Acheron is also mentioned in some ancient Sibylline Tersee quoted by Clen. Alezand. 
Cohort, f* 44. 

f Thielwamo&g9ltbeQb^l0)iMeaa«bolaepDtMlotheie<Hitfaof the deoaasad. "Q^thuMpne 

yavriAiac yi » ^eo ^ rfrs»w <Ii«c. Diil. 4e Lvota.) 
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graphy, immortalized both in their noble poetry, and the Ammooian 
colonists, addicted to the religion of their native country, institated 
similar rites and attached similar names to certun situations in the 
regions to which they emigrated. 

That an Ammonian colony of Cyclopes settled in Thesprotia seems 
evident from the very ancient Cyclop6an walls which we discovered in 
the neighbourhood ; and, as was the case at Hermione, which we know 
to have been a Cyclopean foundation and to have contained an Ache- 
rusian lake with a temple dedicated to Pluto, (Pausan. h ii. c. 35.) so it 
is probable that they built here a temple to the same God (that is, to 
Achor-on, the sun, under the tide of Orcus or Pluto) and instituted the 
rites of fire-worship in his honour*. These subjects however I am very 
ready to confess are far beyond my comprehension, and their ducida- 
tiMi requires an extensive knowledge of Oriental languages and my tho* 

logy. 

Leaving the Acherusian lake we bent our steps towards the tuxds of 
BuchetiuiB, which are about one mile distant: they are situated upon 
a beautiful conical rock near the right bank of the Acheron, and the 
Cyclopean walls, constructed with admirable exactitude in the second 
style of ancient masonry, still remain in a high state of preservation : 
they have served in many places for the substruction of more modem 
ramparts built by the Catalans or some other tribes who have possessed 
the country ; *^ mean reparations upon mighty ruins/' In some parts 
this ancient work remains to the height of ten or fifteen feet, contain^ 
ing several fine towers and gateways. Two regular lines encircle the 
hill, one at the bottom and another near the top, which latter encloses 
also a fort or citadel : at the bottom, on the south side, run out some 
strong transverse lines, between which the modern village standa. 



* Tbe learned reader ia desired to take notice that the wife of Periander, whose shade that tyimot 
sent to inToke in the Aoherontian Neeyomantium was named Mdiua; and ha is referred to toL i. 
p. 377 of this work for some elucidation of this circumstance, which tends to strengthen the conjectiuce 
that hare heen here fprmed respecting the origin of these rites and osremonifli and niuiies. 
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called Caatrij the inhabitants of which having perhaps never seen a 
Frank before, flocked around ua in great numbers and annoyed us 
xuuch by their curiosity. 

1 have no doubt but that this city is the ancient Buchetium, from 
the situation assigned it, near to Ephyre, by Strabo in the passage 
above quoted, as well as from its appearance, which seems to have 
been the origin of its appellation. The curious and effectual man- 
ner of its fortifications admirably adapted it as a place of secu- 
rity for the confinement of prisoners : its utility in this point of view 
seems to have struck the Epirotian allies of the Roman consul, M. Ful- 
vius Nobilior, who in the first instance thought of sending hither 
some ^tolian ambassadors whom they bad captured near the island 
of Cephalenia, though they afterwards immured them in the for- 
tress of Charadra*. Perhaps a better specimen of ancient military 
architecture no where exists than that which this castellated bill exhi* 
bits: it is picturesque in the highest degree, and is surrounded by four 
other conical mounds embellished with Albanian villages, and rising 
like isolated rocks above the level surface of a calm sea : there can be 
no doubt but that the salt waves once beat against them : at that time 
what a magnificent scene must this inland gulf, surrounded by its 
mountain barriers, have displayed ! 

From hence our road lay chiefly along the banks of the Acheron 
which here becomes a fine pellucid river of no contemptible magnitude. 
The shades of night closed around us long before we arrived at our tent, 
which being lighted up by lamps within, not only served as a beacon to 
direct us in our path, but gave us comfortable assurance of an excel- 
lent meal after the fatigues of the day. Upon our arrival we were not 
disappointed. Antonietti had well employed his talents in the cu- 
linary art, and the wine of Paramithia is excellent. The old gover> 
nor, who accepted our invitation to dinner, forgot the rigid rules of 

* See Folybiui' (lib. xxvii. c. 9) who calls it Buohelum. 
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Mafaometanism when he tasted it, and we sat to a late hour dit* 
cussiog the battles of Suli and the glory of Ali Pasha* Aa we ex- 
pressed our intention of sleeping under the tent, the commandajit 
ordered out all the garrison, which coosisfced of about si&tjr Alba- 
nians, directing them to kindle several large fires, and bivouac upon the 
spot; intimating at the same time that if the least harm should hap- 
pen to us the vizir would put every soul of them to death. In this 
manner we went to rest surrounded by those wild mountaineers, and 
lulled by the murmurs of the Acherontian waves. As the novelty of 
this situation kept me some time awake, I arose from my bed and 
seated myself at tlie door of the tent, to contemplate a scene so full of 
interest. The night was calm and tranquil, the air so clear, and the 
stars so bright, that I could easily discern the grand broken outline of 
the Suliot hills, with their craggy precipices and castellated forts : the 
lower regions were involved in deepest gloom, except where the broad 
stream of Acheron reflected the red glare of our Albanian watch-fiies : 
these rendered a considerable space around the tent as bright as day, 
including the prostrate columns of the Plutonian temple and the tot* 
tering walls of San Donato, on which were delineated the portnutB of 
ancient saints and martyrs, and other subjects taken from super* 
stition's legends. Not the least interesting objects in the scene were 
the Albanian guards, stretched upon the bare ground, with ataghans 
and pistols in their belts, and sbdterod from the dews of night by 
their thick fleecy capotes: couched at their feet lay a great number of 
large Molossian dogs, tbdr faithiiil companioas both in peace and 
War. 

In this calm of nature and silence of the night my mmd strayed beck 
to scenes of historic interest, and cast a retrospective glance over the 
strange events which had occurred upon this theatre during the succes* 
live ages of mankind. It was a spot which Mythology had selected as 
the scene of her wildest fantasies, and in the innermost recesses of these 
mountains Ambition's cruel satellites had forced the kst holds of Gre* 



POETICAL ADDRESS TO THE ACHERON. 

cian Liberty. Deeply impressed with the fatal effects of t 
still more degrading vassalage to which superstition subjec 
I took up my journal and threw together a few thoughts 1 
tical address to the Acheron, which was flowing near 
reader will probably pardon its insertion, since I have 
traded any similar effusions upon his notice. 

The BUD ifl set, and 9olemn sileBce ragnt 
Above, arottndy on Acherosia's plainsj 
Saye where on Saliot hiHa the watch-doga bay 
Some tawny robber prowling for Ub prey, 
• Or diftani Achero^n fiom rook to rock 
Bounds with impetnons force and thonderinig shocks 
Hail Acheron! thon dark mysteriona stream! 
Hail ! tho* thy terrora like a frightful dream 
Benmish'd: dio* the fioarleiB eagle aoar 
In circling flight around th' Aomian ahor^ 
And scare with rapid lightnings of his eye 
The tender broods that in thy corerts Uet 
Tho* 4iiy transparent waves no longer glide 
Beneath the granite temple's lofty piide; 
Nor the black yietim with his reekii^ blood 
Stain the bright surface of that crystal flood. 
Which plunging headlong to Tartarean night 
l^rang back in horror to the saafans jof light, 
Still hail immortal stream 1 thy mystic Jiaipe 
Shines in the records of Hellenic fame i 
And he whose soul the flame of genius fires. 
Whom rapture loves, or solemn thought inspiraa. 
On the ^reen maigin of thy waves mclin'4 
May tune to meditation sweet his mind. 
Or *mid thy sounding rocks and roaring flood. 
Dark 8uli*s crags and Kiaffii*s night of wood, 
IVom Fancy's treasme steal ideal bhss^ 
And call thy f|>irits from their dark abyss. 
While to Imagination's mirror true 
]>im shadows <tf past ages start to view ; 
A^ tbait loil'd to Glory's height saUiaie, 
Then floated downward |I9 tte itntm ^ time; 
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That noifekts itream which on its comnt bean 
All homan joys and grandeur, woes and carea; 
Still rolling onward to a shoreless sea. 
The boundless ocean of Eternity. 

When I retired to rest, the objects which had employed my waking 
thoughts still continued to occupy my dreams, and a strange species of 
pantomimic scenery presented itself to my imagination, wherein Pluto 
and Proserpine, Hercules, Theseus, and Pirithous, Roman conquerors 
and Greek priests, Ali Pasha and San Donato, with Cerberus and the 
old Dragon, all played conspicuous characters. These personages, 
aAer various evolutions, were collected together, as I thought, upon the 
steepest crags of Suli, where the rock suddenly opening and von^iting 
forth a tremendous flame, they were all swallowed up in the unfatliom- 
able abyss. I awoke with horror, and found that the sun had been a 
long time above the horizon and was darting his fervid rays upon the 
tent immediately over my head. We now arose and prepared for our 
ascent up the defile. After bidding adieu to our worthy host, and 
distributing a present among the garrison, who continued to pay us 
the compliment of firing off their pistols till we were out of sight, 
we advanced almost as far as the village of Glyky, then crossed 
the Acheron by a ford, and soon entered into the vast and gloomy 
chasm of the Cassopaean mountains. The scenery increased in gran- 
deur as we proceeded, and the pass was bordered on each side by per- 
pendicular rocks, broken into every form of wild magnificence: 
through these some terrible convulsion of nature had opened a 
passage for the Acheron, whose waters thundering along their deep 
and rocky bed, formed, as they fell from crag to crag, a tumultuous 
kind of melody, admirably in unison with the scene. As the notes of 
a bugle-horn, which we blew at intervals during our ascent, were rever- 
berated in long protracted echoes among the cavities of the defile, I 
almost expected to see a spectre starting from the dark abyss, and ad- 
dressing us in the words of the poet : 
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ARBIVAL AT THS ORBAT F0RT8B8B OF KIAH 

AdsnsD atqne adt^nio Aeheroota tix via «ka atque ariua 

;/ Per speluncas sa^eis stractaa asperis pendentibaa 

Manmis; mbi rigiAa ooiiBtat craasa caltgo IiifNr&my 

Ubde auittis eKOtailu oVacuia uaibra i^erto oatjo 

AHi Adieisoiitib 

Ennii fr. Cu 

la two hours vm anived ul the bottom of the huge preci] 
whose sumojitft are CFOwoed by the grand Mrai and forts 
Hene the deep vaUey of the Acheron takes a bend to th 
tributary stream flows through a simiJar chasm on the 1 
iBaramithian district: we recrossed the river and begi 
a narrow windiog path cut on the side of precipicest so 
to admit two persons to ride abreast: a very small nu 
might here stop the advance of an army. In less than i 
we arrived in s^t of Kiaffitt which was one of the i i 
towns in the Suliot district^ and at a greater distance on I 
ceived Kako-Suli itself the capital of the republic, now al i 
reduced to ruins ; then passing under the fort of Kinig i 
monk Samad blew up into the air by setting £re to the i \ 
came under the heights and in view of the grand si i 
tress : its battlements were lined with Albanian troops, ^ i 
appearance sainted us with a discharge of cannon and s 
of snMtll arms, the echo of which among the surroundi£ ; 
mountains was uncommonly fine. Leaving the ^ deserts i 
Kiaffa on the left we ascended by a narrow steep i i 
castle gate, wfatfe we were received with another disch; i 
arms and conducted by the governor's 8on« in the absence < 
to the state apartments, which had been prepared for oi i 
the commander of the fort at Glyky having sent forward ai 
day before to give notice of our visit. 

The singular and striking features of the wild mount i 
around, kept us for a time almost breathless with astoni \ 
huge broken masses, rocks, precipices, and chasms, appes : 
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ruins of a disjointed world, or like that picture of poetic 
where Pelion, Ossa and Olympus are heaped upon each other by tbe 
arms of Titanic monsters. Strongly impresded with the novelty aad 
sublimity of the view 1 endeavoured to delineate it from the window of 
the fortress at which we were seated : I got the outline correct^ though I 
can lay but little claim to the beautiful representation of this curious 
district given in the annexed plate*; the reader will there observe that 
the highest mountains form the eastern barrier of the ParamithiaB plain. 
The ruined village reclining upon the height beneath them is the unfor- 
tunate Kako-Suli, once the capital of this republic; that which is partly 
seen in the vale below the castle is Kiaffa ; and the tower in front which 
crowns a conical hill between the castle and Kako-Suli, b the fort of 

« 

Aghia Paraskev) upon the top of Kunghi. After dinner, as the evening 
was delightful, I took a lonely walk in the environs of the castle, listen- 
ing to the waving of the woods and distant murmuiB of the Acheron 
amidst these impressive solitudes: as I went along oonnedting theiF 
scenes with objects of classical celebrity and peoplmg them with the 
imaginary personages of poetic fable, my eye was struck withsoineihing 
white near the path, which upon inspection I discovered to be several 
bones which had once belonged to a human skeleton : being • in a 
musing humour I sat down upon the spot, whilst my thoughts turned to 
the calamities of this afflicted country and the heroic efforts made by 
those among her valiant sons of whom the skeleton before me might 
have been one : under this impression I covered it with stones and some 
green turf which I cut from the bank with my travelling sabre, repeat- 
ing over it as the most appropriate requiem, those beautifiil lines of our 
pathetic bard ; 

O for Um death of ihoM 

• • • 

Who for their country die ! 
Sink on her bosom 'to repose 

And triumph where they lie ! * 



* The fine finish of thif is due to the pencil of Mr. CocherelL 
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SUICIDE COMMITTED BY AN ALBANIAN PAUK 

Unfortunate Suliotsl the time may yet arrive when you 
animate the great and good in the glorious contest for '. 
the association of your martial deeds shall shed an inte 
Acherontian rocks far above that which their connexion > 
mythology can bestow ; when the regenerated Muse o; 
deck in all the grace of language and imagery of fai 
cidents which these pages have recorded in the plain gai 
narration. 

I extended my walk so far that it was nearly dark 
turned to the castle; there I found Mr. Parker with 
inmates enjoying his pipe before an excellent fire, wt 
night air in this lofty mountainous region rendered 
pensable. A fine young Albanian palikar gave us sev€ 
descriptions of the Suliot contests, and promised i 
to point out the places where they occurred. When 
was somewhat advanced our beds were spread out u{K)i 
cushions of the divan and we retired to rest. 

May 15. — ^Anxious to make my excursions as extensi^ 
over these interesting scenes, I arose soon after the sun 
for the palikar who had promised to be my guide : but h( 
in carrying out the dead body of one of bis Albanian c 
had shot himself in the night. This was the first time I ev 
or heard of the crime of suicide in this country. The inci 
made very little impression upon the minds of the g 
seemed to think that any one to whom life became a 
a right to throw it off at pleasure : no one could assign 
this rash act of the deceased, who had been observed of la 
in frequent fits of melancholy : he was a tried palikar, ai 
deeply engaged in the Suliot wars : perhaps the acts vi 
then obliged to perpetrate lay heavy on his soul ; perhap 
shook over him her torturing lash in the dead hour of nigl 
pale imaginary spectre of an innocent victim^ like the 
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Hi ASCENT TO THE mGHBBT SUBnflT OT THB 8ULI0T MODNTAINS. 

irhich disturbed the rest of Mustafi^, drove sleep far away from his 
eyelids! Be this as it may, the manner of bis death did not 
preclude the rites of Turkish burial : his corpse was placed under a 
shed ikljoining the castle, whilst a sheik who Kved in one of the re- 
|iaired habitations of Kako^SuH, was sent for to perionn the previoaa 
ablutions. When I returned from my early excorsioo 1 h>und the 
holy man arrived and busily occupied washing the body in a large 
trough with warm water and soap: he continued for two hours in 
this employment : the wound was just under the left breast and the 
ball had probably penetrated the very source of life: the countenance 
was void of distortion and retained that calm serenity in death whicli 
is said always to ensue from fetal wounds by gunshot. After ablution 
the body was sewed up in a coarse cloth for interment in the cemetery 
at Kako^Suli. 

When we had finished breakfast our host carried us round tins fbrti«^ 
fied serai or castlei which is built upon a fine isolated diif, com* 
manding the various avenues of its moontainous district and frowning 
over the terrific chasm down which the Acheron pours an impetuous 
torrent. In style of architecture it is somewhat similar to the great 
palace of Litarit2a; to which, although it yields in that part of the 
edifice which is destined for a serai> it is vastly superior in its corres- 
ponding fortifications. After we had taken a survey of the fortress I 
determined to pursue the best plan I could devise for observing the 
general configuration of this interesting tract of country, the direction of 
its mountain ridges and valleys the course cf its rivers^ and its relative 
situation with rqgard tx> other districts. For this purpose I ascended with 
Atttonietti and our obliging palikar to the highest swnmit of the gf«U 
chain of mountains bdiind Kiaffa, which is called Raithovouni*. It 
was a labour of two hours to accomplish this task ; but the extent and 
grandeur of the vicvw when we arrived at the top fally recompensed ns 
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GRAND PANORAMIC VIEW. 

for our toil. We could see from heace nearly the whol< 
Acroceraunian hills, the Lake of loannina, and the dh 
its full extent : Arta with its lovely bay seemed to lie 1 
the scattered isles, rocks, and promontories of the Ic 
brought into view : but the most interesting prospect 
Suliot district below us, the winding course of the Acher 
chasqis and ravines into which the light of day can scar 
precipices covered with thick woods and surmounted 
castles, and the beautiful Acherusian plain, through w 
afler its exit from these truly infernal regions, flows in t 
ful curvature towards the sea. Having provided mys 
and pencil, I contrived to take that map-like sketch 
which the reader has seen at the head of the sixth < 
volume* ; but I experienced great difficulty in my open 
violence of the wind. Our conductor pointed out the p 
traitor Botzah was defeated with his unworthy train, a^ 
other spots signaliaed by the Suliot combats: but the co 
cessive in this lofty region to permit of our remaining lor 
mit, and we soon descended again to the castle. From th 
stir out again this evening, being greatly fatigued witt 
excursions. 



* In ihk little sketch are tbe two following ioacicuracies : Avarico tnd Samoni 
places, and tbe river Basse to be Vavi. Tbese mistakes occurred from my residin 
Ike engnaver, and not aeeing tbe vifotttas kebn thej vera Mmok ^ 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Departure from SuU — Diatrict called Laka — Fore$t$ of Oaka in ike Route 
to Lelem — Fire-ftie» — "Route to CaUri — Ruiru — Albanian Wedding — 
Route to the Village of St. George — Enormoui Plane Tree* — Rwer of 
Luro — DeieriptioH of the great Aqueduct — Route to Eleftherochori — 
Bridge of the Patheena — Greek Monastery— Roide through the Wood» 
of Arta — Guard of Albanian Peasantry — Di^ana and Canal of Luro 
— Castle of Rogous — Serpents — CangiA — Traces of the Aqueduct — 
Luro — Arrival at Camarina — Captain Giannaki — Visit to the andent 
Ruins at Rhiniassa — Cyclopian Walls, Citadel, Theatre, Plan of the 
City, ^. — Route through Nicopolis to Prevesa — Visit to AH Pasha's 
Frigate — Punta and Fortress — Excursions to Nicopolis and Santa 
Maura — Difficulty in procuring Means of Conveyance— -Departure 
from Prevesa. 

JVlAy 16. — We arose very early this morniog, and having distributed 
a present among the garrison, departed through the castle gate under 
a iarewel salute of artillery and muskets, accompanied by a small party 
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DISTRICT OF LAKA— FORESTS OP OAKS. 

of Albanian palikars. We proceeded in the first instance 

deserted site of Kako-Suli, amidst whose ruined habitat 

17urkish mosque rears the crescent triumphant over th< 

thence we returned upon our track, and passing throug 

Samoniva arrived at the village of Avarico, near the defil 

^which is now commanded by the guns of the great 1 

scenery here assumes every feature of awful magnificenc 

gloom of woods, the foaming of torrents, and the precipit 

the rocks cannot be surpassed. The road was so extreme 

bad that we were obliged to descend from horseback an* 

miles of this day's journey. In about four hours we e 

these gloomy Acherontian defiles where the mountain i 

ends and the district called Laka commences. Here th 

in the most tortuous course imaginable, making several { 

which the isthmus is not so broad as a stone's throw ; on 

spots we eat our dinner under the shade of a noble plane- 

our pipes, and slept for about an hour. 

After this refreshment we parted with the Albanians anc 
course for about an hour in a S. S. E. direction to the vill i 
which had been burnt by the vizir in his Suliot wars : fi i 
had a charming view down a long valley quite to the gull 
which the extreme softness of its features was rendered ii 
by the contrast of that terrific scenery we bad so lately qui 
course of another hour we took a more easterly direction o 
hills and then pursued our way under a magnificent canoji 
the extended arms of aged oaks which appeared coeval wii 
of Dodona : here grows some of the finest timber in th 
spared by the axe, which may yet be destined to bear the 
Berated Greece over the waves that now wash her desc 
After having performed along journey under a brilliant si 
ness of these over-arching grovies was quite delightful, 
shades had descended before we arrived at Lelevo, a 
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FIBB-FLIBB^BUIMS OT CASTIL 



pleaMntlj situated in a fertile plaia nearly covered with waloot-trees 
of ui astonishing growth : under the branches of one of tlieae which 
shaded the cottage of our host* we spread out and eat our supper ai 
■iider a teat, whilst myriads of luciole^ or fire-flies^ flitting about lo ail 
directions, ga\'e us almost suflkuent light by their virtd oorruscatioiis. 
I never obaerved this insect at any other time or any other place in 
Gieeee. In the village of Leievo cherry-trees are very abuadant, and 
its pastures are most luxuriant ; the cattk are generally of a white 

colour. 

Next mormog we made an excdlenft breakfiot upon cowls millr^ thai 
bang the only time we had met with it since we left £n^and« The 
viUagCt acconding to vulgar traditioot b sasd to have receiveA its ap- 
pellation fiom the devil,, who was caught here in the afaape of a black 
dog by a necromancer, who coaatructed the kamares, as they are 
ealled» or the great aqueduct of Nicopolis. The conjuror having tied 
an enchanted cord round the nedc of his priaoner, forced him to 
labour in this great work and to point out a level for the direction cf the 
water; but in the long struggle which took place before the black 
architect could be subdued, he made afl the hills resound with ciies of 
Ldevot which, in the Albanian language, means ^ loose me,^ or ^ let 
me go f and hence the name of the village. Mr. Pouqueville having 
informed us of the extreme beauty of the aqueduct and pointed out its 
situation, we determined to deflect a little from our route for the pur* 
pose of visiting it. 

Proceeding for about one hour south along the plain of Leievo we 
arrived at the ruins of an ancient Epirotic city, called Castri, upon the 
top of a beautiful hill almost two miles in circuit* The low» part of the 
walls are built in the Pseudo^Cydop^n styie, and like most ruins in 
this country, exhiUt remains of a superBtmcture of a much more mh 
dera date. This hill is covered with a vast vnriety ,of fine shrubs 
and trees, which, intermingled with wild flowen and parasitical phnts 
hanging in festoons frooi Hie bmnches, or cling^ to tlie aocieDt 
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ALBANIAN WEDDING. 329 

walls, would make it a most delightful retreat, did not danger lurk within 
its recesses from the troops of brigands that frequently make it their head 
quarters: in the rooms of a deserted monastery we observed the remains 
of several fires over which these gentry had probably been dividing their 
booty or regaling themselves after the toils of their profession. Whilst 
my friend and myself, having left our attendants at the monastery, 
were ranging about the turfy terraces and entangled thickets, we 
were somewhat alarmed at hearing a long but interrupted fire of 
musketry at the bottom of the hill, and began to think we had been too 
rash in penetrating without invitation into the haunts of robbers ; but 
upon advancing to that side whence the noise proceeded, we discovered 
the retinue of an Albanian wedding in full procession returning from a 
village church. The bride was seated astride upon a horse led by the 
bridegroom; she was accompanied by several of her own sex with a 
great crowd of men, all of whom at stated times fired off their pistols 
and muskets in honour of the festive ceremony. After having watched 
this merry train till they were hid by an intervening hill, we returned 
to the monastery without having discovered any inscription or other 
relic which might guide us to a knowledge of the site of Castri. In a 
wall of the convent chapel we observed a very fine piece of marble cor- 
nice which probably once adorned some ancient temple. Winding 
down the hill we took a direction nearly north-east, and in about 
an hour arrived on the banks of the river of Luro (noT»/A» ri Aspo) 
which some have called the Charadrus and others the Inachus, upon 
the very fallible authority of Meletius, for that river took its rise 
in Pindus and flowed near the Amphilochian Argos. I cannot find 
it mentioned by any ancient author; but its beauty is so great that 
I am surprised it has not been more particularized. The platani upon 
its banks even force one to credit all the assertions respecting the 
astonishing age to which these trees are said to attain: from their size 
and venerable appearance one might almost suppose they had wit- 
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$30 DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT AQUEDUCT OF LURO. 

nessed tke reign of Pyrrhus, the celebration of the Augustan rictorj 
and the devastations of the ferocious Attila. Many of them are quite 
decayed, standing as it were by means of their bark, and would contain 
at least twenty men within their hollow trunks. Having ascended up ^ 
the stream about two miles north, we crossed it over a natural bridge 
of rock, beneath which the torrent, compressed into a narrow chan- 
nel, roars like distant thunder under the feet of the passenger. The 
village of Aghio Giorgios, cr St. George, stands upon a rock/ emi- 
nence on the left bank, shaded with luxuriant foliage, and at a little 
distance above it are two fine rows of arches built of Roman brick 
thrown across the valley of the river Luro. The chi\dren of tVis place 
had probably never seen a foreigner before, for they ran from us 
screaming with all their might and main as if we had been monsters. 
Under the conduct of the papas, who was only to be distinguished 
from the poorest peasant by his beard, we visited the fountain, whose 
abundant source springing out of a hard rock, once supplied the great 
city of Nicopolis with water at the distance of near forty miles fVom the 
spot. It is now diverted from its former channel and falls over rocks 
in a broad picturesque cascade into the river. This water is said to 
possess certain poisonous qualities: all our party sipped a little of it, and 
certainly each person retained a very disagreeable taste in his mouth for 
several hours afterwards. It must surely have changed its nature since 
the time when the Romans taught it to flow in its artificial channel; or 
else it may have deposited its nauseous ingredients in so k>ng and 
circuitous a course. Descending from this spring to the high bank of 
the river we observed a de^ broad channel cut in the rock, but now 
dry, which led to the first row of arches thrown over the valley : 1 am 
unable to coi\jecture what reason could have induced the architect to 
carry on this channel for about fifty yards further to meet another 
aqueduct built in a style of greater elegance than the former, with 
which it formed aq angle on the opposite side of th^ rivw. If it had 
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DESCRIPTION OP THE GREAT AQUEDUCT OP L 

been to increase the volume of water one would sup 
have been done at a much leas expence by enlarging th 
first. As it is, the ruins of these two aqueducts, fori] 
rows of arches, bestriding the clear pellucid strean 
are covered with the most splendid foliage, form a 
both novel and picturesque. We descended down to 
river, and having eat our dinner under one of the ah 
wards examined every part of the ruins in search oi 
which Mr. PouquevilJe had informed us might be set 
success. We then ascended to the top of the aqueduct 
scenery which the upper region of this superb valley aff( 
agreeable combination of woods and rocks and water tl 
gined. On one of the mountains that decorate the ri| 
river we observed a channel cut in its side into wh 
the water was conveyed by the arches just describ 
its height is between four and five feet and its brea< 
nearly three : its form may be known from the section h 
represented. 

It is covered with a very fine stucco, and the extei 
the rock was cut away, is generally supported by sma 
has been broken open in many places, and was distin 
windings along the side of several hills which we pas 
from Castri*. 



I 



* In « country not thorong bly explored, it mast always be gratifying to a 
accounts of diibreot travellers : for this reason I give an extract from one of Mr. 
to the tract ire have jnst passed over. The letter addressed to All Pasha alludes 
which I wrote to the vizir in fulfilment of a promine which he exacted of me to 
of our adventures from his dominions to our native land. 

^ From Eleftherochori we sent forward our baggage to Lelevo, and proceeded 
route, in order to visit the remains of the noble aqueduct which brougnt water 1 
from^a distance of forty miles. We sent two of our guards with the lugsage, ai 
to accompany us. Indeed we were guards to ourselves, being armed u I Albani 
our sides and piatols in our belts, which by the bye would have been sufficient t( 
had we been raally attacked. 
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SSS ROUTE TO ELEFTHBROCHORI. 

Having satis6ed our curiosity we remounted our horses and departed 
by a different route, nearly south, leaving the river winding through 



" At the Tillage of 8t George the aqoeduct croetes the Charadius by two rowa of archea which join at 

an angle on the other aide the valley : tweWe arches are in a perfect sUle in one of theae braiiche% 

• with twelve others aboTe them of considerable size : the one which is thrown over the principal body of 

the river is at least forty feet in span by thirteen in breadth. The view up the Charadrua from the top 
of the broken arches, which I ascended, is inimitably grand : I endeavoured to make a sketch of it, but 
the rain fell so fast that my pencil was quite useless. At about fifty yards below the aqnedoct the 
river runs under the rocks in a moat curious manner, and washes the roots of the largeat plane-trees ia 
the world : we measured one and found it twelve yards in circumference, but we aftarw^irds saw otbets 
of much larger dimensions. Having contemplated this charming scenery till we were drenched with 
rain we pro^eded to the ruins of some ancient town called Castri, and from thence to Lelevo, From 
Lelevo to Suli is an interesting ride ; but just as we were going to set out, a Turkish officer of the 
vizir's waited upon us, and told us that he road was not safe with so small a guard ; aod as we deemed 
prudence the best part of courage, we determined to take another and rather a Vonger route, and got by 
night to a village called Roumano. The best house in the village was a miserable hut. We there- 
fore pitched our tent on the side of the mountain, which is called Voutzi, having mount OUtzika 
immediately in front of us to the north-east. Soon after we arrived the inhabitants brought us by tbo 
boms a large goat, which we begged might be exchanged for a kid ; this was quickly produced, 
and roasted whole by a large fire of wood close to our tent door. The Turk sitting cross-legged 
I' and turning the kid on a laige wooden spit, with the wild looking Albanians on one side of the fire, 

and old Yusuf Aga, with our other guards, on the other side, formed a eurioua scene, and would hare 
afforded no bad subject for a painting. 

** We atruck our tent early next mominc, and asceodinc the mountain, entered into the eztimordioary 
regions of the Suliotes, rendered celebrated by the noble <kfence these brave mouataioeefs msdf agaiost 
the anna of All. We remained here a day, and went through some of the finest scenery in the world to 
see the renowned river Acheron enter the graat Suliot chasm. Next day we descended i&to this chasm 
CD our way to Glyky, where Ali baa a fort, and from thence traced the river up to the Acheniiiaa 
Lake, near which we visited the ruins of some old Greek town, to which Mr. Hughes gives the aame 
of £phyre. 

*' Betuining again to Glyky, we traversed the great and fertile plain of Paramithia to the fine Turkish 
town of that name. From hence I meant to have crossed the river Kalamas, the Thyamis of aotiqaity, 
to have visited the ruins of Pandosia, on the banks of that river, and to have proceeded from thence to 
Philitia and Delvino ; but as we had not a bouyourdee of the Pasha'a (he being at Triocaia)we did not 
think it prudent. We therefore took the road to loannina, visiting on our way the ruins of Cassopea, 
where there is a theatre of beautiful Grecian architecture, the largest and moat perfect existing in the 
country. 

** On onr arrival at loannina we found the vizir returned firom Triccala. We had asot forirard a 
servant from the village of Bprelesa with our letters to Signore Colovo, his secretary, and upoo our ar- 
rival found the house of Mr. G. Foresti, the British minister, prepared for our receptioo (ne being in 
England). In the evening Signore Colovo waited upon us from the vizir, to compliment us upon our 
arrival, and to know whether we were pleased with our house, &c. Next morning he waited upon as 
^ Again to say the vizir was ready to receive us, and we accompanied him to the palace, where we 

were received by Ali in what is called his secret chamber. We found him seated on hia divan quite 
unattended except by a few Albanian guards outside the door. The room had but few omameots, 
and wae by no means so splendid as some which I have since seen. He received us with an inclioa- 
tion of the body, putting his hand upon his heart with much grace and dignity, which is the Eastern aui- 
ner of salutation. After our letters of introduction had been read, he expreased much pleasure at see- 
ing us in loannina, hoped that we had met with no difficulties on the road from Prevesa, aod asked if 
we were comfortably lodged, &c. &c. As we were drinking our coffee and smoking oar long Tbikisli 
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BRIDGE OF THE PASHEENA. S9S 

a valley on our right. In less than an hour however it again crossed our 
path, at a spot where there is a very handsome bridge, called **The Bridge 
of the Pasheena/' because it was built by the wife of Hassan Pasha of loan- 
nina : it is shaded by magnificent platani and elms, to which the vines 
are married, and hang around them in the most graceful festoons. 
We continued our journey in a direction S. S. W. through a kind of 
prairie, covered with the richest verdure and adorned with every species 
of flower and tree that can add beauty or grandeur to a scene. The 
road soon led us between two ruined and almost contiguous churches 
built of large Roman brick, and in the very best style of that ma- 
sonry : greatest part of their walls are still standing covered with ivy 
and vines, and shaded by trees of astonishing magnitude ; one of the 
oaks measured twenty*seven feet five inches in girth, at the distance of 
a yard from the ground; but I saw others which appeared much 
larger : the leaves too of these trees were of greater size than usual, 
indicating the extraordinary fertiUty of the soil. 

Our guides informed us that the larger church belonged to a monas- 
tery, in which there once dwelt a hundred caloyers ; and the founda- 
tions of a more extensive edifice, apparent in the adjoining grove^ 
seemed to confirm their evidence. In this church there is a finely built 



fipes, he asked ub teTeral qaestions respecting Lord Byroo, Major Leake, Hobhonse, Hughes, &c. 
deliyered to him Hughes's letter* with which he seemed much pleased, and asked me a gieat many 
questions about him and his friend Mr. Parker. 
" Yqu already know the character of this man* 

- - - -, ' A man of war and woes; 

Yet in his lineaments ye cannot tracer 
While gentleness her milder radiance throws 

Along that aged venerable face. 
The deeds that lurk beneath, and stain him with disgrace/ 

" He can make his countenance one of the most pleasing And alluring that I hare ever seen, and 
had I not known his character, I should have pronounced him the most humane sovereign in the 
world. He nhowed us great attention and kindness, and promised us horses and every thing else 
necessary for our journey to any part we pleased to visit. I snould have told vou that he asked a great 
many questions about Dr. Holland. He took me for a bishop ! — General CampbeU, I suppose, had cmk 
trived 80016 fun of this kind in his letter tP him* Sp much lor oor yiiit to the great Ali JraahA.'* 



994 ROUTE THROUGH THE WOODS OP ARTA. 

cupola, and the 6gures of saints and martyrs are not quite obliterated 
Irom the walls. 

In a little less than one hour from this spot we passed tbrongli 
the village of Philippiada, whose miserable huts are constructed oi 
hurdles, and soon afterwards arrived at Eleftherochori, on the great 
plain of Arta, where we intended to sleep. This village is but one de- 
gree belter than Philippiada, but we were too much fatigued to find 
fault with our lodging. 

Next morning we breakfasted, as at Lelevo, upon de/icfous milk, 
and then resumed our march, accompanied by about twentjr of the 
villagers armed with muskets, to escort us throu^ the deep woods of 
Arta, which lay in this day's journey. At the distance of about a 
mile from the village we entered these magnificent groves which extend 
for many leagues along the gulf, covering mountains, valleys, and 
plains with their umbrageous shade. They are the resort of numerous 
brigands, who for a time escape the hand of justice amidst their deep 
recesses. To guard us firom a sudden attack our Albanian palikars 
spread themselves all around, running about with incredible agititj, 
and affording a most picturesque spectacle as they thoeaded the bushes 
and thickets, calling out to each other in their uncouth tongue, and 
firing off at intervals their pistols and muskets. In a little more than 
an hour we arrived at a spot where the river of Luro emerges 
finom these thick covers, near a large wooden bridge and dogana, 
where the boats come up from Prevesa, and all articles of mer- 
chandise pay a duty before they enter the canal, which the vizir has 
cleared out, and which joins the new road from Arta to loannina*. 
Here we heard such alarming reports concerning the robbers thalMus- 
tsifk thought it his duty to send for a large reinforcement of palikars from 
the village of Mahmet Chaoush, which lay about a mile distant In 
the course of an hour they arrived with the codgi^-bashee at their 



* See Toi i. p« 435. 
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CASTUS OF nOGOUS. 99^ 

bead. Being thus secured » we again penetrated into the thickest part 
of the wood, and were greatly aroused by the evolutions of th« Albar 
nians, who having divided themselves into two sets, exhibited a speciea 
of mimic warfare, one party retreating and the other advancing bj 
turns; whilst their shouts and the report of their fire-arms echoed 
finely all around. In less than half an hour we saw the ruins of 
an immense fortress, called the Castle of Rogous, surmounting a no^ 
ble eminence, and said to be a general place of rendezvous for the 
banditti of these regions. In spite of this we determined to explore 
it, since we felt assured that the noise of our guard must have scared 
away any robbers that might be skulking within ; or if not, we should 
probably be more than a match for them : accordingly we turned up 
a narrow path on the left hand, and having passed the ruins of some 
ancient outworks, soon arrived in front of the castle itself. We entered 
by a fine ruined gateway, and found it to consist of thiee courts, et^ch 
diminishing in size. The lower part of the walls exhibit a very excels 
lent specimen of the ancient PseudekCyclop6an masonry, and sup- 
port a superstructure of comparatively modern date, hut of much 
better workmanship than we before observed in any reparation of 
ancient fortifications. It is washed to the south and west by the riv^r 
of Lupo, which is here both broad and deep, and makes almost a perfect 
right angle in its course : on both these sides we found beautiful ter- 
races, raised above the river, commanding a charming prospect of the 
Ambracian Gulf, and covered with a turf as soft as velvet, whereatbou^ 
sand wild flowers dyed the ground with various hues, whilst the castle 
walls were literally hid by ivy and parasitical plants. On the qthef 
side, the view extending over spacious woods cornpreheuding hills and 
valleys in their circuit, out of which appeared the blue peaks of 
mountains rising aloft into the air, was, if possible, still more delight- 
ful. The style of building indicates three different ?pras, that of the 
ancient Grecian, the Roman, and the more modern Frank. Many 
rooms in this fortress are stiU in a tolerabk stat$ of p^rioctioa; in 
3 
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the largest court stands a monastery and chapel, which was occu- 
pied by some monks till these holy fathers were dispossessed by the 
banditti : we observed many marks of the latter tenants on the smoke- 
stained walls of the half-ruined apartments, but we met not with a 
living creature except two or three large serpents that were basking 
amidst the ruins. Our Albanians had killed several of these reptiles in 
the woods: one of them was of a most extraordinary form, about four 
feet in length, having a head as large as a child's fist and diminishing 
gradually in thickness to the tail, which tapered in a point: the 
scales upon the back were of a dark green, each single scale extend- 
ing quite across the body of the animal, and lapping one over the 
other : I think I never saw a more disgusting monster. Many such 
are now bred in these marshy regions of Epirus, from which the arts of 
cultivation have been so long banished. 

Regarding the identity of this fortress I think there can be little 
doubt but that it was the ancient castle called Charadra or Cha- 
radnes*, celebrated in this district as a place of security, and 
on that account selected for the confinement of the iBtoUan am- 
bassadors, instead of Buchetium, by the Epirotic allies of the Roman 
consul. This place was chosen by Philip King of Macedonia as a 
rendezvous for his army, which he transported over the Ambracian 
gulf into Acarnania, after his ill-advised siege and capture of Ambra* 
cust. Its distance is three hours from Arta, and nine or ten from 
Prevesa. 

Leaving the ruins we still proceeded for more than two hours under 
the delightful shade of these thick woods, through spacious alleys 
which had lately been cleared by orders of the vizir. We emerged 



* Polyb. Hist lib. xzii. c. 0. 

Probably howerer this latter appellation may be a false reading in the copies of Polybiiu, or it may 
mean the river from which the castle took its name, just as the Charadra, a fortress in Phods, defi?ed 
its title from a river Charadms. Pausan. 1. x. c. zxxiii. 3. 

T *Avroc ^ iiyaXafiity ri^y Ivydfur^ irpo^yi iropa Xapct^v, 9irMmv liafi^yai rov 'A/i/^Nuncvr ra- 
yAjUWW c^wDF* Ic vcy^ran^ kvi vara ri rmv *AKafiy6$my Upor, KcX&fuyoy "Acrior. Poljb. L it. 
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from their coverts into a fine opening in which st^ds-^e roman* 
tic village of Cangi^, where we found a youQg^Ibanian captain, son 
of Giannaki, the governor of Camarina, waiting our arrival with his 
troop of palikars. He had received orders to this effect, and had been 
at his post for the last four days. Here then we dismissed our vil- 
lagers, after having distributed amongst them a sufficient remuneration 
for their trouble and loss of time. We remained about two hours to 
dine, and found the wine of this village remarkably good. 

As we left Cangi^ we perceived the aqueduct of Nicopolis on the 
side of a long mountain to the west of the village, and traced it for 
more than a mile : the wood now became less thick, and the trees 
broken into clumps. Having passed the ruins of a small Hellenic fortress 
on the right and a fountain of exquisite beauty, full of large fish, on the 
left of the road, we arrived in about one hour at Luro, a miserable 
village, with huts built of mud and twigs : it has a considerable square 
fortress built by the vizir in his Suliot wars, but falling rapidly into 
decay. From hence we turned into a direction north north-west, and 
in three hours more arrived at the beautiful village of Camarina, where 
we were received into the house of the worthy Captain Giannaki. 
.This was without exception the most gentlemanly Albanian we ever 
met with; there was a commanding dignity, mixed with great ur- 
banity, in his countenance and manners, that is seldom seen amongst 
any people : he is one of the oldest and most esteemed of the vizir's 
friends, and is very celebrated for his valour and good conduct. 

Camarina* is charmingly situated upon fine eminences, inter* 
mingled with trees, gardens, and vineyards, and commands a noble 
view of the Gulf of Arta, the Acamanian mountains, the Ionian Sea 
with its islands, and the isthmus of Nicopolis lying, as it were, below 
it. Still higher up the fine hill upon which Camarina stands are the 

* Its Dame is probably derived from KafjtApay an arch, as it is situated nearer the great aquednct of 
Nicopotis; or it may be a comiption of Comarina^ from the gulf of Comarus, which lies only a few 
miles distant 
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0pttcious fuiin of an ancient Greek dtj, called Rfaimassa, where fot^ 
merlj stood in all pfobabUitj the dty of Elatria, belonging to the 
district of the Cassopari. Being iatigncd by our journey, we de^red 
the inspection of them till the morning* The house of the gover- 
nor was large, and so also was his famil j : his eldest son, who com- 
manded oor escort, had been married some jears, and lived under 
the same roof with his father : the family was of the Greek religion, 
but the same reverence was paid to its chief as amongst Mahometans 
of the highest rank : neither man, woman, oor child sat down, or eat, 
or drank, in his presence. 

Early next morning we started under the guidance of young Gian- 
naki to view the ruins of Rhiniassa. These give the traTeUer no 
trouble in the search, standing fully exposed to view in the curvatare 
of a grand ascent upon two levds or spacious platforms of rock, one 
above the other, and surrounded by the ancient walls which remaiii 
in a very extraordinary state of preservation. Tlieir circuit maj 
be traced for the distance of five or six miles in their fuli eiteo^, 
enclosing a space within sufficient to contain probably 100,000 
inhabitants: this is covered with the vestiges of public edifices and 
private dwellings, the remains of which, for the most part, retain se- 
veral layers of stones above the foundations; hence we are enabled to 
gain a complete and most satisfactory idea of the plan of this dtj, 
the length and breadth of its streets, the position and comparative 
size of its public and private buildings, &c., which are almost as great a 
curiosity as the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum. The citadel 
appears to have stood on the western side and to have been admirablj 
fortified: its walls remain to the height of fifteen or twenty feet, 
excellently constructed in a very ancient Fseudo-Cyclop6an style. A 
postern gateway remains quite entire, exhibiting a fine specimen of 
the circular arch in a style of architecture decidedly Grecian. It 
has often been made a matter of dispute whether the Greeks 
ever used an arch in the construction of their buildings: the 
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specimen which has been recorded at Tiryns and this at Rhiniassa 
shew that both the pointed and the circular arch was introduced, how* 
ever sparingly, into their architecture : yet neither of them prove that 
ingenious people to have been acquainted with the modem method of 
constructing the arch upon mathematical principles ; they rather indeed, 
afford an argument for the contrary supposition, since both in the in- 
stance of the gallery of Tiryns and the gateway of Rhiniassa we find 
the pitch of the one and the curvature of the other, formed by means of 
the chissel upon the intericM* surfaces of large parallel blocks of stone. 
With this method of construction it must be evident that no arches of 
a large span could possibly be erected. After I had sketched this 
curious gateway (see the vignette at the head of the chapter) we ex- 
amined the interior of the citadel and entered into a very fine subter- 
ranean apartment, to which we are conducted by a narrow passage 
almost twenty yards in length : this room is nearly square, being nine 
feet nine inches by nine feet six in dimensions; its ceiling is arched 
like a fine alcove, and as well as the walls, covered over with a stucco 
as smooth as polished marble, divided degantly into compartments 
with rich cornices and mouldings. As this city was probably ia^ 
habited long after the Roman conquest of Epirus, it is difiScult to say 
whether the work in question was fabricated by its Qreek or ^man 
citLsens. From hence we directed our steps to a very fine tbeatP9 
which stands near the upper part of the city to the north 00rtl|-ea8(^ 
just under the high and wooded precipices over which the wall 
was carried on this side : the general breadth of the waU was ten feet* 
In this theatre J counted thirtynBeven rows of seats, with one broa4 
corridor or wifil^im ; each seat was one foot three inches high and one 
foot six inches broad ; the breadth of the upper gallery was only nine 
feet: the plan however and dimensions of this edifice will be seiem RHipb 
better by the delineation aaoezed. 
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On the rocky height to the north north-west of this theatre stands one 
of the principal gateways in a high state of preservation: the prospect 
from its coilon yields io beauty to few which Greece can boast, and is an 
excellent spot fromwhence adraughtsman might take a complete ground 
plan of the whole ancient city. At some distance to the north-east we 
observed the precipices of Zalongo once stained with tlie blood of the 
Suliot heroines. Below lies the small village whence it derives its 
name, whose inhabitants have with immense toil cleared away part 
of the ruined site of Rhiniassa for the purpose of gardens and vineyards : 
this seems a curious waste of labour in a country where two thirds of 
the land lies entirely uncultivated. 

In descending from the theatre in a south-east direction through the 
city we passed the remains of a large building whose walls of £ne Cyclo- 
pean masonry remain about a yard in height; its length is one hundred 
and ten feet and its breadth one hundred ; but nothing is left which caa 
give rise to a conjecture respecting its use and appropriation ; we 
measured the peribotus of another which was ninety feet by thirty; 
near to it, on the opposite side of the street, is a large oblong edi- 
fice which was fronted with columns whose bases are still standing. 

The plan of this city appears to have been laid out with coodderable 
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regularity, most of the streets running parallel to each other from east to 
west and crossed by others at right angles from north to south ; they 
varied in breadth from ten to fifteen or eighteen feet; one of these 
last dimensions being the broadest I could discover : it appeared to be 
a main street, of great length, running from north to south. The 
private houses seem to have been very small : some of the largest which 
I measured were only forty-five feet by thirty-two and forty-four by 
twenty-five. Animated by the strong interest which this scene inspired, 
we ranged over the deserted streets, entered into the habitations, sur^ 
veyed the public edifices, and beheld with a species of veneration every 
fragment upon this deserted spot which had been spared . amidst the 
wreck of time. It has hitherto been almost unexplored, CoL Leake being 
the only modern traveller before ourselves who is known to have visited 
its remains : when excavations shall hereafter be made, we may expect 
not only to discover treasures interesting from their connexion with the 
arts, but evidence which may enable us to assign its proper name to this 
ancient site : by Meletius it is referred to Elatria, and no other city at 
present puts in a better claim ; yet we are astonished to find such little 
notice taken by ancient authors of a place so extensive and apparently 
so magnificent as this : for, although we unaccountably missed it, Mr. 
Jones subsequently discovered a second theatre towards the south-reas.t 
boundary, cut out of the solid rock like the other, and in a state of as 
good preservation. 

After spending between four and five hours in this delightful ramble, 
we returned to Camarina for breakfast, and then resumed our jour- 
ney in a southerly direction towards Prevesa, from which Camarina is 
about twelve miles distant. At the bottom of the heights we soon 
entered upon a large plain across which the aqueduct of Nicopolis, hav- 
ing left the mountains, is seen stretching its arched colonnades. It 
enters the isthmus by a pass through the hills, near the Gulf of Comarus. 
When we arrived at that beautiful chain of low mountains which boundii 
Nicopolis on the north, we remained sQme time to contemplate the 
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tcene of niia which lay beneath us, and then advancing over the site 
of the *• City of Victory/' arrived early in the evening at Prevesa, and 
took up our qiMutere with the worthy old Italian merchaat who had 
been our boat on a former occasion. 

Next morning we received visits from the codgi^bashee and the 
Tice-coBsuU aod learned ihun the latter that an English merchant, a 
Mr. Richards of Malta, lay with several ships ^ Port Vathi, ready to 
lake in cows and oxen purdttaed of the visir for the supply of thsdi 
tsland. It happened that we brought lettov of iatroduction from 
England to this gentleosao, and 3nd been prevented frfym ddiveriog 
them by the plague which broke out in Malta at the very time 
•f our intenied vnt ; we therefore £^dly seised this opportunity of 
snaking hb acquaintance in a place where we least expected it, and as 
soon as we had finiriied our breakfast repaired to the spot, about half a 
mile distant from the town, where we fiMind him encamped on the 
dbore, with three vessels lying at anchor. He had been here about a 
fortnight, and expected to remain a month longer before he should 
take on board all his cattle. We dined with him under ins tent and be 
promised to return the visit next day at omr lodging : few things are 
«nore agreeable than the meeting of felk>w«cottntrymen in a foreign 
barbarous land. 

Next morning Mr. Parker and myself took a boat and went on 
board the vizir's frigate which had given us so much trouble at loan- 
nina, and which lay at anchor in the harbour opposite Prevesa. 
T1ifs« like all other Turkish men of war, was held under a divided com** 
mand, there being two captains !-*one for the Greeks and another for 
the Turks ! The Greek captain was a fine weather«beatea old tar from 
the town of Galaxithi, but the Turkish chief was not on board : the 
crew looked rather like a set of tailors on their shop-board^ being for 
^be most part seated cross-legged on deck smoking their pipes and 
playing at draughts or chess. The ship however seemed much cleaner 
and in bcftter order than Turkish ships in gesMBral are rep((^^ to be. She 
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was large and roomy, being twexity-nine feet across her quatter-deek ; 
and though buih in a clttmsy manner was reckoned by no means, a bad 
sailer. She was not intended originally for her present destination, 
having been a Hydriot merchant vessel which put into the visir's port 
of Butrinto during a gale of wind in her voyage to Ancona : there 
however the unfortunate captain was decoyed ashore, and disappeared, 
whilst the vessel was detained as a lawful prize and converted to its 
present use. After having taken coffee and smoked a pipe in the cap^ 
tain's cabin, we stepped into our boat and rowed to the Punta, where 
we landed and proceeded as £iLr as the new fortress which Ali has 
erected on the Acarnanian side of the entrance into the Gu]£ 
Like almost alt his forts, it appears strong only when the eaemies are 
taken into ccmsideration with whoBoi it is probable he may have tQ 
contend : this is sufficient for his purpose, and he ift loth to waste his 
money upon superfluities : in the walls we observed several blocks of 
marble, which, with their inscriptions^ had been sawed asunder : upon 
one of them I perceived mention made of the ACTIAN APOLLO. 
Here we re-embarked and returned to Prevesa to receive our guest and 
talk of England. 

Next day we made an excursion to Nicopolis, when I found that we 
had been fortunate in the investigation of its ruins at our former visit; 
for being situated on a marshy plain, instead of a rocky platform like 
most ancient cities in Greece, many of its buildings are literally 
choked up and hid from the view, during the summer months, by thick* 
ets of nettles and thistles, which grow to the height of eight or ten 
feet, and effeetiially bar all human approach. Being however ex- 
tremely anxious to take some measurements of the Great Theatre^ I 
made an endeavour to penetrate up to that edifice; but whilst I was 
cutting a path with my travelling sabre through the lofty thistks 
that opposed my prpgress, a serpent of eoormoua si^e rushed by wj 
side, making quite a crash amongst the weeds in hb way towards th^ 
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ruins. I stood still for a considerable time listening to the noise 
which this monster made in his retreat, and then retreated myself, 
leaving the Great Theatre to the dramatis perttooae which dow figure 
upon its stage. 

Two days after this adventure I took a boat and paid a visit to 
Colonel M'Combe at Santa Maura, and as the quarantine laws 
were not now in force, 1 was permitted to land and proceed to 
the castle, where I dined with the governor, and then returned in 
the cool of a delightful evening. One object of my voynge to 
that island was to procure some method of conveyance to the 
ehores of Italy, since we could find none at Prevesa; but even 
there I was unable to succeed. We next endeavoured to per- 
suade one of the captains of Mr. Richards's squadron to bend his 
sails' and carry us across the Adriatic, and that gentleman kindly 
gave him permission, since it was very improbable that he would 
be detained longer by such a voyage than he would have to stay 
idle at Prevesa. The fellow however thinking that we were sorely 
pressed, demanded such an exorbitant sum for his services, that 
we instantly broke ofif the negotiation, and changed our plan of pro- 
ceeding. 

We now determined to take a boat from Prevesa as far as 
Parga, which was at this time under British protectioD, and 
try our chance there for a conveyance to the Italian coast: ac- 
cordingly on the S8th of May we packed up our baggage, bid adieu 
to our Prevesan acquaintance and settled accounts with Mustaik 
and Demetrio. These two faithful domestics followed us to the 
place of embarkation, and a scene there occurred, which, however 
distressing at the time, is now pleasing to reflect upon, because it 
does credit to human nature. They both appeared inconsolable; 
they cried aloud and sobbed like children, and poor MustafSt rushed 
into the water up to his knees, just as the boat was pushed off tlie 
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shore, to kiss our bands for the last time : we then observed them, as 
we glided over the Ionian waves, retreating from the crowd of un- 
concerned spectators, and taking their way towards our late lodging, 
rendered melancholy by the abse^ce of those whom they appeared to 
esteem, whom they had faithfully served, and in whose fatigues and 
dangers they had shared. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Departure frtm Preoeaa — F<trto Pkanari — Arrival tt Parga — Deterip- 

(ton of U$ SitCf 4^. — Character of the Peofie — Hittwical J>etAsIs of 
Parga — Conduct of the Ruiman Cabinet — Walk in the Environs — J)e- 
parture to Paxo — Description of that Island — Ancient Legend — Sail 
through the Channel of Corfu — Coast of Epirut — •Acroceraunian 
Mountains — Celebration of the King's Birthday tm the little Ide of 
Marlera — Tent Scene — Reflections thereon — Cross the. Adriatic — Coast 
of Italy — Ruins of Egnatia — Bart — Barbary Corsair — Barletta — 
Quarantine. 

IT was about eight o'clock in a beautifiil evening when we' sailed out 
of the Gulf of Prevesa and for the last time looked back with a 
melancholy interest upon scenes so celebrated in the page of history. 
A soft breeze blowing from the land wafted us round the bluff point of 
Prevesa and along the Gulf of Comarus ; but it died away in the course 
of a few hours and left us to the exertions of our rowers, who animated 
and relieved their toil by the wild songs of their country. Lulled by 
this music and the rippling waves which fell on the adjoining shore, 
we reclined upon the deck and slept soundly under the canopy 
of a Grecian sky. We awoke about sun-rise and found ourselves 
exactly in front of Porto Phanari, at the mouth of the river Acheron, 
with a fine breeze blowing right astern. Here we lay to for a 
lihort time to contemplate the inimitable scenery of this classic 
region, and by means of our telescope drew nearer to view those dark 
bills and towers of Suli which we had visited with so much delight. 
We observed a great number of fishermen spreading their nets in this 
beautiful harbour, which is defended by jutting promontories and 
mountains from every wind that blows, and which still, as it appears to 
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have done in ancient times, supplies almost the whole of this coast 
with fi8h^ 

As the breese began to freshen we soon set sail again, and scudding 
rapidly beside the Cbimerian promontory, ran ashcMre upon a sandy 
beach in the Gulf of Parga, about a mile from the town, near a little 
river that has been mistaken for the Cocytus. Here we pitched our 
tent, under which we spread out our beds and enjoyed a few hours of 
comfortable repose after the disagreeable motion of the sea. When we 
got up, Antonietti lighted a fire of dry sticks to boil the kettle, and we 
bad scarcely finished breakfisust before we observed an oflBcer in the 
English uniform descending from the fortress towards our place of 
encampment. He brought a kind invitation to us from Sir Charles 
Gordon, and we immediately accompanied him to the residence of the 
governor. Few situations upon these shores can rival that of Parga in 
beauty. A fine conical hill, covered with houses and surmounted by 
a fortress, juts out into the sea and forms two excellent harbours, 
one on the east and the other on the west; but the bay stretches 
out its long arms in two fine curves, of which that towards the 
Acherusian district is terminated by the promontory called Megali 
Pagagna, and the other towards Paxo and Corfu winds round like 
a sickle towards the high precipices of Cheladi, which are crowned 
by a convent and a light-house. The whole territory of I^rga may be 
taken in at one coup d'oeil, for it lies supine upon a theatre of hills, the 



* The knowledge of tbis frnd tends very Garioualy to oonfirm a conjecture of Beolley't npoa a frag- 
ment of Callimachus, which before his time stood thus : 

"EXjccii*. Vid. Caliim. ex. edk Spanh. toL ii. p» 377. 

That great critic, with his usual sagacity, corrected it as follows : 

"EXniy. 
And adds, ** sententia perspicua^ cnjus tamea ratio maic ItMJ* 

The reason however is now plain enough: Buchetiam» wUchlies just above Porto Phanari* must haye 
been anciently, as it still is, celebrated for its fishermen; but the hyca was so difficolt a fish to catch that 
not even a fishtnaan of Bodietinm, skilful as its inhabitaats were, could take it. And that thii was the 
character of the hyca, see Atheneus (lib. vii, c. dS), who quotes Hermippus as saying, livm, dvri^v AY2GH- 
^'ATON. See alK> Philetas in loc. eit. 
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highest of which rises to a peak in the very centre of the. chain : tfac 
whole of these are covered with the finest olives in the worlds inter- 
mingled with orange trees and cedrats» adorned with gardens or vioe- 
yards, and refreshed by rivulets and perennial fountainst when? the 
Paighiot virgins were once seen, like the heroines of the Odyssey, car- 
rying linen for ablution, or bearing upon their heads pitdiers of the 
purest water for the use of the family ; but the finest features in the 
Parghiot landscape are now, alas 1 no more. 

We woe received by Sir C. Gordon with much cordiality and po- 
liteness, and I can recal few days during our travels which I spent with 
greater pleasure than those passed within the fortress of Parga. Most 
of our time this morning was occupied in perusing a large collection of 
English newspapers, from which we derived a pleasure which they only 
know who hke ourselves have for a long time picked up no news re- 
specting their native land except from French Moniteurs and Italian 
gazettes. At dinner we met one or two of the principal inhabitants, 
and a Signore Vlandi, chief commissary of police, to whose intelligence 
and civility we were much indebted. In the evening we took a walk 
round the town, which is large and for the most part well built, the 
houses being constructed of more solid materials than those which are 
met with in Turkish cities: the streets on the rock are very narroir and 
gloomy, but those on the lower town which lies around the port are 
quite the contrary. The castle is but a weak fortification and very badly 
mounted ; but its few cannon were quite sufficient to keep in awe the 
savage hordes of Albanian banditti. It was gratifying to observe the 
respect paid by the inhabitants to their governor, a respect which seemed 
dictated by the strongest feelings of gratitude, and to which, from all 
we saw and heard of the conduct of that officer, we were convinced he 
was most justly entitled. The character of the Parghiotes was represented 
to us by every one connected with them in a very favourable light, 
and I have the best reasons for believing them to have been a very in- 
dustrious, honest and moral people, in spite of all that may be said bj 
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those who are interested in depreciating their good qualities : their at- 
tachment to liberty is well known by thedetermined and successful oppo-. 
sition which they made for thirty years against the attacks of an inveterate 
and powerful enemy ; and by the assistance which they always rendered 
to the unfortunate Suliots or any other Christian people whose country 
lay under the fangs of an infidel despoiler. Their valour has never been 
called in question : but more^ this valour has always shone forth in the 
defence of their rights only, never in aggression ; for the Parghiotes 
had not at the time of their expatriation increased their territory by a 
single foot of ground since their ancestcMrs first congregated together upon 
this hill-altar of Liberty. As for the crime of piracy^ with which they 
have been charged, I believe that a person who should now assert it 
would be laughed at for his ignorance, since there never was a more in* 
dustrious and conmoercial people, nor was ever an instance known of a 
Parghiot pirate on the coast of the Adriatic. This story owes its origin 
to the pages of Mr. Hobhouse, who did not visit Parga, and who 
merely quotes the burthen of a song to that efiect made and sung by 
the Albanian palikars of Ali Pasha. The people of Parga indeed, 
were very likely to be called pirates and robbers by such kind of 
gentry. With regard to the religion of the Parghiotes, though they ad- 
hered strictly to the rites and ceremonies of the Greek church, they 
appeared to do so very conscientiously, according to the faith in which 
they had been brought up, and it would perhaps have been better to 
have cleared their minds from error and superstition by rational argument 
and kind forbearance than to have turned their religion into a reason 
for delivering up their country to the Turks. 

With regard to the antiquity of the Parghiot settlement it can be car- 
ried no further back than the year 1400 of the Christian era; before that 
time the people dwelt in a place called Palaio-Parga, on the frontiers of 
their late territory, where its ruins may still be seen : they seem to have 
transferred their residence to modem Parga, for the sake of greater secu« 
rity against the incursions of Mahometan invaders; though tradition 
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refers this determiDation to a miraculous interpotitioD. It is said that a 
shepherd frandering about io search of a stray sheep discovered ao 
image of the Panagia in a cave upon the rock : this he transported to 
Palaio-Parga and placed in a church of that cit j ; but the divine rood 
unable to rest quiet in this new halMtationt returned without anj hu« 
man aid to its former habitation: from thence the pious shepherd 
again carried it off, and again it made good its retreat As the determi* 
nation of the timber seemed now fixed, it became the dutj of the othsx 
party to give way, and the wh<^ tribe emigrated to their rock in the sea, 
built a church over the cavern, and installed the imege with great 
solemnity : there it remained during their days of prespenty, and I 
understand it has accompanied them in their mdancholy exile. In 
the next year after their settlement the Parghtotes were taken under 
protection o^ the Venetian flag, which was at that time aU powerful in 
the Adriatic, and this protection was continued by the one party and de- 
served by the other, until the lion of St Mark fdl beneath the victoriaus 
eagles of Buonaparte. Still Parga remained attached to the government 
of the Ionian islands, and would probaMy have remained so to this 
day, but for the unworthy conduct of the Russian cabinet in the treaty 
of March 1800, which basely gave up the continental depeodencies of 
the Ionian Isles to Turkish protection I Never indeed has that cabinet 
interfered in the affairs of Greece without involving its unfortunate in- 
habitants in tenfold calamities. To see a christian power like Russia 
allying itself with Turks, for the sake of gaining an advantage over a 
powerful rival, is perhaps in the state of modem politics not to be 
wondered at ; but when we find it bribing such allies by the cession of 
unfortunate Christian states, which are too weak to assert their own 
rights against these formidable arbitrators, this appears to be very io* 
compatible with that character which governments as well as individuals 
ought to feel anxious to retain. 

May SOth. — This morning we occupied oursdves as we luul done 
yesterday in reading the newspapers of our country, and exalting in 
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hundredth part of its population ; yet with all these apparent disad* 
vantages it has within itself the means of producing greater wealth to 
its inhabitants than all the rest of the Ionian Islands : tbese means 
depend solely upon its olive trees, which give such excelleDt oil, that 
it bears a very high premium throughout the Levant, and a£R>rds a most 
pro6table exchange to its cultivators. Though there is scarcely any soil 
upon the surface of Paxo, yet the olive trees are of immense sise, shoot- 
ing thdr roots into the crevices of the rock, and extracting nourLshment 
where almost every other plant would seek for it in vain. We were 
surprised at the appearance of the houses, which are built in a style re- 
markably neat and commodious: the inhabitants however, who 
amount in number to about 4000, were at this time by no means in 
affluent circumstances, but only just beginning to breathe from the 
calamities of war : during the occupation of their island by the Fraich 
they had been not only distressed by the hard contributions of thdr 
masters, but still more so by the British cruisers, which captured 
their vessels and put a stop to their commerce and navigation. 

The harbour of P^xo is admirable for small vesseb, consisting of a 
beautiful but narrow and drcuitous channel formed by a small islet 
which lies on the side towards Epirus: upon its central summit is 
the citadel, where a few cannon are mounted for the protection of the 
port against the attacks of corsairs : here also a litUe com is grown as 
well as a few vegetables. 

We dined at the house of the commandant, where we met an Ita- 
lian abbate, one of the few remnants of the Venetian government. In 
the evening we attempted to take a walk in the environs of the town, 
but were soon fatigued in scrambling over rocks, for there is not a road 
in the whole island, so that a horse in Paxo is as scarce an article 
as in Venice, and the people, unable to take exercise either by 
riding or walking, or to employ a gondola, like the Venetians, are 
perhaps the most constant worshippers of the Dii Penates in the 
world. 



ANCIENT LEGEND. 



353 



In our ramble we observed some sheep and goats on the sea- 
shore, sipping the salt-water: we were informed that the few cows 
which are kept on this island do the same, and that the milk from all 
these animals is particularly good. 

There are no traces of any ancient monuments in Paxo, of which in- 
deed very little mention is made either by Greek or Latin authors*. 
The only legend connected with its history is related by Plutarch, in 
his treatise *' De defectu oraculorum/^ to which Milton has alluded in 
his Hymn on the Nativity-f-, and which the reader will probably enjoy 
more in the elegant versification of a modern poet, than in a prosaio 
translation from the Greek. 

** By Pazn's shores (thus aocient ^geads say) 
As once a Grecian yessel held her way, 
Steering her course for fair Hesperia's land, 
BecaknM she lay beside this desert strand. 
Dark was the night, and stillness reign'd around; 
When, from the shore, a more than mortal sound 
The trembling steersman by his name addressM, 
And spoke in aocenti wild its sad behest:—^ 

*' * Henoe to the west thy destin'd ooorae pursue. 
And as Palodes rises to thy view, 
Say to the Dryads of her woody shore 
That Pan, the great, thepow'rful, is no morel' 

** Awe-struck, the mariner his course pursued. 
And when his vessel near'd the sacred wood. 
In order due iuYok'd the Dryad train. 
And, as enjoin'd, rehears'd the mystic strain: 
When, from each haunted shade and cavemM dell. 
Loud piercing shrieks and notes of sorrow swell; 



* Polybius (I. ii. c. 10) makes mention of a naval engagement, foufht between the lUyrians and 
Acheans off Pazoi, for the plural is always used by the ancients in speaking of this place, on account 
of the little rock of Ante-Pazo, which lies to the south-east of it. 

f *« The lonely mountains o'er 
And the resounding shore 
A Toioe of weeping heard and loud lament" 
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Wild ■towat of Mgmh loud the tmog gdt, 
Hull noWf propkioiiiy fills hit bended eail : 
With liMte he epreeds his cuiTass to the wind. 
And joys to lenTe the fearful coast befaiDd.'' 

HoitBlonies, p. 3C. 

June 2d. — ^This morning, the wind being fair, we bid adieu to our 
hospitable entertainer and committed ourselves to the Adriatic waves 
in a Parghiot boat. She carried a 18-pounder at her prow, and her 
crew consisted of a master, a pilot, and three other mariners, besides 
ourselves and four poor Italians, who had deserted from the Prench 
army at Corfu, and were unable, without some such assistance, to re- 
gain their native shores. Thus, as it may well be supposed, we 
were closely packed 1 The breeze wafted ns towacrds the promontory 
of Lefkiroo, anciently called Leucymna, and towards evening we 
entered the beautiful channel of Corfii, between its cultivated shores 
on the one hand and the wild mountains of the Epirotic coast on tbe 
other. 

** Ppotenns aerias Phsmonm absoondiaMis anes^ 
LiHeraqve Epiri leginos.** 

Jbi* ill, L 291. 

Here as the Port Pelodet and the lofty Buthrotum came into view, 
we roamed in imagination with the Trojan eaciles upon the banks of 
their newly discovered Simois and Scamander, picturing to ourselves 
the meeting of iBneas with the unfortunate Andromache*, and her 



Bolemnes tunc forte dapeSy et tristia dona 
Ante urhem in tatoo, km SimoeBtis ad mdaas 
Libabat cineri Andromache, mane8<jae vocabat 
Heetorenm ad tttmulam : riridi quern oespile iaanetty 
Bt gemtnas, causam laarimis, sacraverat eras. 
Ut me conspexit tenienteni» et Troia eireum 
Arma amens vidit ; magaia enemla moMtria 
Diri^ait Tisn in medio : oaler ease ielu|iiit. 
lisbitar ; et loogo vix tandem leaapoie fatur: 
Yeiane te laciasy ferns mihi nnnlivs adfsii, 







COAST OP EFntUSL 

exquisite valedictorj address to the youog Ascanius^ s 
described by the Mantuan bard : 

Nee minus Andromache, digressu moesta supremo 

Feft picturatas auri subtemine Testes, 

£t Phrygiam Aaoanio ckmydea ; nee cedit honofi ; 

Teztilibusque onerat donis, ac talia &tur« 

Accipe et hsec, manuum tibi que monumenta mearum 

Bint, pner, et longum Andromacha testentur amorem, 

Coqjugis Hectoreas. Cape dona eEXtrema taonim, 

O mihi sola mei super Astyanaotis imago : 

Sic oculos» sic ille manus, sic ora ferebat, 

Et nunc aequali tecum pubesceiet aeyo. 

As the wind fell, we only cleared the channel next n 
the expanse of the Adriatic opened to our view, with th 
ceraunian chain of mountains, so- dreaded by sailors, stre 
huge barrier into the waves : against its steep and precipi 
whole force of the Adriatic beats furiously in a gale, ai 
tuuate bark that is there caught by the tempest is in( 
since there is not a port for the distance of fifty or sixty n 
the poet calls these rocks^ 

InniflMi soopwOB AcroceranniflB* 

They were at this time shining in bright ether witl ; 
cloud from whence a thunderbolt could fall upon their 1 1 
mits. We were now becalmed or had only very light bre< : 
north-west, so that we spent the whole day within sigh ; 
lages and fine cypress groves on the northern shore of C> i 
the evening were just able to beat up, by reason of the ^ 
round a little, to the small island of Marlera, about tli 
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Nate Dea f vivisne ? aut, si lux alma recessit, 
Heetor ubi est) dixit, lacrinMaque eSiiditt et omaei 
Iroplevit clamore locum. 
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356 CELEBRATION OF THE KINO'S BIRTH-DAY. 

distant. Next morning, as the wind still . continued unfkvourable, 
we landed and pitched our tent upon the shore, and as it was the 
birth-day of our late excellent and revered King, we determined upon 
making a fete as far as circumstances would permit. I accordingly 
set out with Antonietti to the village, and admired as I went along 
the fine verdure in trees, vines, and shrubs, as well as the various 
flowers which were spread over the diversified surface of this beautiful 
little isle. The hills were cultivated to the very top, and the valleys 
afforded the most charming rural scenes, being every where inter- 
spersed with picturesque cottages, and exhibiting fine views af the 
sea, of the neighbouring islands, or of the Albanian coast. Whether 
this be Calypso's isle or not I will not pretend to determine, but it 
offers a fair claim to it from its picturesque appearance. We found 
the village small, but neatly built, ' and containing one handsome 
church. The people were extremely civil, and supplied us willingly 
with poultry, bread and excellent wine, with which we returned 
well loaded to the tent. There Antonietti exerted all his powers 
in the culinary art, the feast was spread out, the English standard 
hoisted at the mast head, and at the end of the first toast after dinner, 
which was " the King of Old England/' one of the crew stationed in 
the boat fired off the twelve-pounder : this, however, was the occasion 
of great alarm to the poor peasants, who thought a Barbary corsair had 
landed its crew upon their shores, and set off scampering over the 
fields in all directions. 

As we sat in our tent contemplating the verdant shores of Corcyra, 
which lay extended before us, and on which the French flag still 
waved, we could not help anticipating the happier destinies which 
seemed to await this and its sister Isles, under the liberal and powerful 
protection of our own country. These fair territories, blessed by the 
choicest gifts of nature, and adorned with every beauty that can at- 
tract the eye, have hitherto presented only a picture of internal 
misery throughout the several periods of modern history. During 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE STATE OP THE IONIAN I! 

the corrupt ages of the Eastern . Empire they partici 
those evils which generally attend the old age of powei 
frightful calamities of barbaric invasions, and passii 
cession from the hands of one lord to those of anot 
dominion of Venice, they were considered solely in t 
fitable appendages to that proud inquisitorial go' 
never treated any of her colonies either with pruder 
tice. Jealous of that talent and activity which c 
Greeks, she endeavoured not only to destroy thei 
but their national character and political union, al 
toms, abolishing their language, corrupting their lit 
the most refined arts of Machiavelism extinguishing 
Under the Venetian authorities, no public seminary 
exist upon these shores, and the Greek language beii 
all public documents, the unfortunate natives were ok 
an interpreter in their own country. 

The occupation of these islands by the French repi 
tend to better their condition, when anarchy succ 
tude, scepticism to ignorance, and the example 
soldiery to that of corrupt administrators of the la 
military despotism of the French empire, although : 
removed or alleviated, yet it was not to be expected 
improvement, moral or physical, could take place, tl 
principles of civil Uberty could be encouraged, or that t 
people could recover their elasticity under the weight of n 
and an expenditure very disproportionate to the natioi 

But the clouds which had so long hovered round these 
seemed now about to disperse, and the light of hap 
through tlieir gloom. The cession of Corfu to the Bri 
was daily expected, and the probable result of that c€ 
establishment of the Septinsular government, under the 
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power noted for its integrity and philanthropy^ was cheering to 
the soul that could sympathize in the calamities of an interesting 
people. 

The prospects which on that day opened to our minds bare been 
since happily ftilfiUed* The Septinsular government has acquired a 
political consistency and credit which it never before possessed, the 
foundations of its strength and prosperity are laid, its flag waves over 
the ocean^ commerce spreads her tieasures over its shores, and the 
establishment of a national University* promises to elicit once more the 
genius of its people and direct their susceptible faculties to the culti«- 
vation^ not only of sentiment and taste, but the principles of soand 
philosophy. 

This evening we slept on board, and as the wind changed to a more 
favourable point, we found ourselves, when the sun arose, in a higher 
latitude, nearly opposite Cape Languella, the extreme promontory of 
Acroceraunia, whence there is the shortest run to the Italian coast. 

^ Uode iter Italiam, conasque breritsimus luidis." 

In mid channel it was interesting to view on one side the shores of 
Greece and on the other those of Italy, shores from whence the light of 
knowledge first beamed upon the west, where, to use the words of an 
elegant author, ** History infuses a soul into nature and lights up her 
features with memory and imagination/' 

As we approached the Italian shore we observed the towers of Otranto 
rising, as it were, from the waves, upon that low coast which forms such 



^ In tOQcUng ttpoii this mbiect, the author would consider it unpardonable to withhold the humble 
tribute of his applause to the generous and philanthropic exertions of that disttngnished nobleman 
under whose auspices the Ionian UniTertitf haa been established, and who has been nominated 
its Chancellor. If the dedication of fortune, time, and talents to the alleviation of misery, and the 
counteraction of eiril, amongel a people whose nwfbituaes are altogether singular in the bintory of Uie 
worlds be a passport to unirersal approbatioui the name of the Earl of Guilford will descend to poeteritf 
in the list ofBenefacterB to mankina. 
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COAST OF ITAJLY. 

a contrast with the dreaded Acroo^uuDiao heights wl 
left. 

Jamque rabescebat stellis Aurora fiigaiis 

Cum semel obecsros oollos buHulemque Yidemus 

Itallam. 

With a fine breeze right astern we scudded over the 
left Brindisi behind us. After this the country becom 
teresting, and exhibits a most lively picture. A fine tb 
at the distance of about three leagues from the sea ru 
the coast for some hundred miles, the intermediate spac 
with an extensive olive grove, thickly interspersed w 
churches, convents, and cities^ At one (^t I counted 
large towns within the range of view, some on the a 
upon eminences, whose numerous towers and whit 
formed a most agreeable contrast with the woody sc 
recollect seeing any large extent of country %vhich appt 
so great a population as this part of Apulia. 

During the night the wind fell, and the succeeding fc 
point of the compass called Maestro was so unfavours 
mid-day we put back and ran into a small harbour i 
large square towers which defend the whole line oi 
sudden attacks. I soon observed marks of great a 
this port, for the most part artificially formed, and w 
land, when I was suddenly hailed by a Neapolitan 
window in the tower, who reminded me that I was 
quarantine laws, which were at this time enforced with { 
In the conversation which ensued, he inquired of wfa 
were, and informed us that he was himself an English 
though bred up in Naples, and engaged in the service o 
This recognition of his countrymeu inclined him to tav 
of landing, and he permitted us to pitch our tent on i 
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saggestion that he should place guards over us to prevent communis 
cation, whom we readily agreed to remunerate handsomely for their 
trouble. 

No sooner had we set foot on land than we found ourselves sur- 
rounded by the ruins of a large city, which, after some inquiries respect- 
ing its distance from Brindisi, and the large city of Osluni that ap- 
peared upon the brow of the nearest ridge of hills, we had no doubt 
was the aucient Egnatia, situated upon the great Appian way that led 
from Rome to Brundusium, in the territory of the Salentini, and noted 
for those juggling tricks of its priests which are ridiculed by Horace* 



Gnatia lymphis 



Irmtii extnicU dedit rituiqae joootqve ; 
Dam flamma sine, tara Uquasoere limine tacro 
Peivuadere cupit. Credat Judeoa Apella 
Non afo*. Lib. i. Sat. ▼. 06. 

The town appears to have been nearly square, and the rock upon 
which it stood to have furnished the material for its edifices : we ob- 
served many large quarries, the sides of which had been afterwards exca- 
vated for sepulchral caverns, and turned iuto mural cemeteries: we 
entered iuto many of these chambers, and over some of the niches ob- 
served the figure of a cross cut in the rock between two Roman capitals 
in the following manner : 




We found vast masses of foundations remaining over the whole site, as well 
as one edifice with a vaulted roof, whose shell was nearly perfect, and 



* Pliny dascribes the miracle in rather difEwent terms: << In Salentino oppido Egnatia^ imponco 
Kgno in Saium qaoddam ibi sacrum, protinus flammam existere. Lib. ii. c. 107." Probably ail ibis 
wonder aroee from some spiracfo of mephitic gas which was easily inflamed* 
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DRESS AND MANNERS OF THE PEASANT 

very similar in form to what is called the temple of !^ 

Rome. Farther to the south appears another small pc 

cut chiefly by art in the rock; into this a rivulet whi( 

city, pours its scanty tribute during the hot months 

violent torrent in the rainy season. The banks.of this 

ed with the cistus and other shrubs, and the wh( 

ground so swarms with beautiful animals of the li2 

the passenger is at first almost afraid to put down his i 

crush them: but the quickness of eye and rapidity 

elegant little creature is quite surprising. Great 

peasantry were scattered over the fields busily empi 

harvest : I accosted several of them but was unabk 

their uncouth dialect. Their manners appeared strai 

and it is said they are not very courteous towards 

traveller. But of all their peculiarities nothing strui 

as their apparel, the men wearing upon their heads 

hat of white beaver, exactly similar to that with w] 

fool in a company of mountebanks is decorated, : 

coiling up their long black hair in plaits, which th* 

thin silver bars tipped at each end with knobs and smal 

rings of such enormous size hang suspended from th 

active harlequin would scarcely be able to abstain iron 

in taking a leap through their circumference. 

We dined and slept under our tent, but were a^ 
middle of the night by a deputation of magistrate 
who made regular visits to the watch-towers upon t 
that the quarantine laws were not broken: it wa 



* This seems to be a yery ancient fashion, vid. Mart Epig. 34. lib. ziy. 

Tsenia ne madidos yiolet bombyeina crines 
Figat acus tortas sustineatque comas. 
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that they found our sentinels on their post. About noon next daj 
the wind became fiivourable and we again set sail. Early on the fol- 
lowing morning we passed the towers of Bari, *^ Bari moenia piscosi/' 
as noted in modern as it was in ancient times for the exc^eooe and 
abundance of its fish : it was interesting to observe a oorroboratioo of 
Horace's account, in several little fleets of fishing boats, which we saw 
spreading their sails and steering for their respective statims. Ber 
tween this place and Barletta we had a narrow escape from being 
captured by an Algerine xebec, which we descried in the distant 
horizon : as it often happens in these seas, she was becaimed, whiJst 
we enjoyed a breeae that carried us at the rate of ft\x or seven 
knots an hour. During our residence in the laaaretto we beard that 
she engaged and took a large Austrian merchantman from Trieste 
on this very day, and afterwards threw the whole coast of Apulia 
into consternation and misery by capturing a great quantity of fishing 
boats and carrying off the crews into captivity. 

On the 9th of June we entered into the lamretto of Barletta to per- 
form a vexatious quarantine of forty days; as if one-third of that time 
were not more than sufiicient to discover any lurking sy mptcnns of the 
plague ! At any other time than this we might have cut off two- 
thirds of our imprisonment by bribing the officers : but they happened 
just now to be under prosecution for an ofience of this kind, in which 
they had been detected, and we were therefore doomed to undergo the 
full term allotted us. To shew however the insufficiency of quarantine 
laws in general, to prevent infection, I need only mention that many 
persons connected with the lazaretto freely associated with us, and 
some of th^n frequently dined at our table. It will be readily be* 
lieved that time hung heavy enough upon our hands in this detestable 
prison as soon as the view of Mount Garganus, stretching his huge 
promontory into the Adriatic surge, lost its interest with its novelty; 
whikt the sound of distant merriment, proceeding from festivals during 
the delicious evenings of an Italian summer, served but to tantaliae 
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RELEASE FROM QUARANTINE. 3^ 

and remind us of our loss of liberty. We had no reason however to 
complain of any want of civility in the officers of the lazaretto or the 
inhabitants of the town, several of whom sent us occasiooal presents 
of fruit, wine, curds, and various other delicacies. At length, after 
we had seen all the Neapolitan troops from Corfu perform their quaran- 
tine and depart, read through the entire works of Horace in his 
native province, viewed a tremendous thunder storm amidst the 
Daunian mountains, and a grand festival celebrated in honour of the 
Neptunian Nicolo in the harbour, we were released on the thirty- 
fourth day of our coafinement, by an order from Naples mider sign 
manual of the Duca di Gallo, to whom we addressed a memorial as 
soon as we knew that the quarantine of the soldiers, who came from 
the same quarter of the world as ourselves, was intended to be 
shortened. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Retease from Quarantine — Description of Barletta — Excurnon to the 
Site of Carina — Cannosa — Church of St. Sabinua— Sepulchre of Bohe- 
mond — Ancient Tomby Armour^ and Vanes discovered in an Excavation — 
Curious Mistake made by the Author and his Friend — Departure for 

Naples — Banditti — Ponte di Bovino — Settlements of Albaniaru 

Naples — Rome — Florence — Passage over the Alps — Lyons — Paris — 
Arrival in England — Conclusion, 



On the morning of our exit from the lazaretto we were entertained 
at a very elegant ilejeun6 by an Italian gentleman who had shewn ns 
many civilities during our confinement. We afterwards made an ex- 
cursion round the fortifications and visited every thing worthy of obser- 
vation within the city, which is extremely well built, though it has a 
decayed and desolate appearance. The nionarchs of the House of 
Arragon once made this their place of residence to secure the alle- 
giance of the province of Apulia, and Ferdinand I. caused himself to 
be crowned in its cathedral. Its name is said to be derived from bari- 
letta, a little barrel, painted upon the sign-board of a solitary tarera 
or wine-house upon the high road, whither inhabitants resorted and Vaid 



DESCRIPTION OP BARLETTA.* 

the foundations of a city after the ruin of Cannes i 
large towns in the vicinity. The principal curiositj 
bronze statue of colossal size, being more than sevent 
erected in the piazza or market-place, and supposec I 
Emperor Heraclius. It is. in a standing posture, a i 
dainentum or military cloak, and crowned with a c 
hand is raised above the head and holds a crucifix, 
the cloak, drawn across the breast, are thrown over 
execution is above mediocrity. The ship which is i 
veying this image as a dedicatory offering to Saint M i 
Mount Garganus, was cast away opposite Barletta, ; 
for the space of nearly nine centuries buried in the i 
was at last dug up in the year 1491 and fixed oi 
Having roamed about the town with all the delight c 
liberty, we adjourned in the evening to a conversazio i 
Signore Cassiero our banker, a very worthy man, wl : 
in bitter terms the absence of their lawful sovereign 
litan realms. No parties except those who held oflS i 
ment seemed to relish the dominion of King Joachim 

Next day we hired a carriage and made an ei : 
country, accompanied by Signore Giovanni Millar ca 
the governor of the lazaretto, and another Italian ; 
ceeding through the vineyards for a few miles north • 
mouth of the Anfidus, now called Ofanto, celebrate I 
Horace, and the only river which flows through the A : 
takes its rise on the side next the Etruscan Sea, I 
Adriatic*, Deflecting thence to the left we soon arri « 
Cannae, " busto insignes nominis Romani,'' of which 
except its name. This city assumed some conseque 
ages of Christianity, when it was made an episcopal i 



• Polyb.l.iu.cX10, 
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yfjQ EXCURSION TO THE SITE OP CAKNA 

quent litigatJons with Barletta on account of their intervening territo- 
riea; bat these were decided by a partition of lands in 1284 b/ 
Charles I. Its ruin and abandonment took place about the time of the 
crusades, when the advantages of a maritime sitnation drew the inba- 
bitants of the inland towns to the sea shore. 

The first traces we discovered of Caaae were a few subterraoeaD 
reservoirs half full of water, bj the road side, after which we soon 
arrived at the vaulted edifice represented in the {^te, which is here 
given. It is built like aD the ancient edifices and city waUs which we saw 
on this coast, with oblong blocks of stone, scarcely eqnallio^ id size 
one-third erf* those generally employed on similar buV\ding& in Grecia 
Propria : at the further end is a marble trough, which recdves a co|noas 
disciiarge of Inuaspareot water. 



This building is situated just below the eminence, or rising ground, 
upon which Cannee was placed ; thither we ascended and found aH 
vestiges of that city obliterated by the ploughshare, except part of 
one solitary entrance into some public or private edifice. From hence 
there is a very extensive view over the fiital plain, or peazo di sangne. 



CANN08A. 

as k 18 now called^ whose general appearance I hare i 
delineate in the vignette prefixed to this chapter*. 

From Cannae we proceeded about three miles in a : 
E- N. E. to the modern town of Cannosa, built upon 
as from the ruins of Canusium, that ancient city of D i 
received the Roman fugitives in their disastrous flight, 
one of the party had a brother-in-law, to whom he hac 
our arrival, and with whom he intemled we should din 
ever to some family circumstances this visit was inconv 
ent arrangement therefore was made, that gave occ; ! 
which, although it originated in a perfect mistake, 
upon even at the present day. This shall be relatt ; 
place. In the mean time we walked about to survey thi 
much struck by the great quantity of sepulchral monui 
fragments of the ancient city, worked up and preserver 
the modern habitations : this circumstance gives to t i 
antique and interesting appearance. The chief eera n 
Slum flourish in opulence and magnificence, was that 
his immediate successors. This prosperity however 
out as a prey to the successive ravages of Goths, Va i 
and Normans ; its chief calamity was occasioned by ; 
flagration when it was besieged by Duke Robert, whc 
by assault. In the year 1090 it fell into the possessior 
son of Robert, the UJysses, as he has been called, o 
whom even Gibbon allows to have been a hero with i 
proach : after he had been ejected from his inherita 
trigues of a mother-in-law and an uncle, he fought aga. 



* It bore the same naked aspect at the time of the battle, for the Roman coDf i 
abstained from engaging the Carthaginians on account of the superiority whic ; 
liaTe upon nich ground. Xw^tcuf&furqe iwiviBttc ecu i^iXi^c o»toc r^c w^ r 

i Qui locos a forti Diomede est condhus otim. Hor, Sat. y, 1, 
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and founded a principality at Antioch in Syria, where he protected 
the adventurous crusaders and re-established the worship of the true 
God. 

E foodar Boemoodo al nnoro ragoo 
Suo d'Antiocbia alti priocipj mira : 
E legge iropoire, ed introdur costame 
Ed artiy e'l culto di verace Name. 

This prince died and was buried at Cannosa in 1111. 

During our perambulations we were joined by a very lireljr in* 
telligent priest who with much good nature offered to be our cicerone. 
Under his guidance we proceeded to the ancient metropolitan chureh 
of St Sabinus, said to have been founded in the 6th century, and 
which has been preserved safe through the calamities of so many 
ages. It is rich in marble and its roof is supported by six stupendous 
columns of verde antique. In a small area adjoining a church, 
stands a beautiful mausoleum which once covered the ashes of 
the accomphshed Bohemond. It is built of marble in the form 
of an octagonal cupola, inscribed with gothic rhymes which I 
found too difficult to decypher, and adorned over the entrance 
with sculpture in relief, representing an assemblage of Christian 
knights in the attitude of kneeling before the Virgin. The virtues 
of this brave hero could not protect his remains against the envy and 
malice of a prince of Tarentum, who is said to have broken open the 
tomb in the year 1461, and left it in that dilapidated state in which it 
now appears. 

From hence we descended into some vineyards below the town 
to see one of the greatest curiosities in this part of Italy, which 
had been discovered about a year before our arrival, whilst some 
workmen were excavating a wine vault in the tufa-rock. In form- 
ing the large chamber which gives light to some long subterra- 
nean galleries, they accidentally hurst into a superb sepulchre, 
formed like an ancient Doric temple, with a fine angular roof, sero'i- 






ANCIENT TOMB, kc DISCOVERED IN AN BXCA 

pilasters cut at the sides, and a regular entablature 
which had been artificially closed, was on the oppc 
broken open. At one side of this mausoleum, u{ 
lay the armour of some ancient hero, on several pai 
gilding is said to have been plainly distinguishable ; 
was totally decayed. 

At one end of the tomb stood three of the finest terrs 
yet brought to light from their funereal receptacles : t 
tween four and five feet in height, upon which the lab 
are beautifully pourtrayed : the next is three, and exl 
tures of the Argonautic exhibition: the last is two; bu 
filled with vases of smaller dimensions : at the other e: 
were two pedestals, cut firom the rock, on one of wh 
boar, executed in a rough but spirited style, and on the 
similar in appearance to the English mastifi^. No oi 
conjecture respecting the occupier of this superb sepul* 
ried back the imagination to such remote ages of antiq 
nificence might lead us to ascribe it even to the Ho 
himself, the founder of the city ; and this opinion mi] 
ceive some confirmation from the appearance of its on 
mede was thtf son of Ty deus who was a conspicuous < 
famous chase of the Caly donian boar ; and on the coii 
Arpi, the ancient Argyripa, founded also by Dioniede, t 
bo&r is represented : we learn moreover from Julius 
people of Calydon themselves gave sepulchral honou 
bitch of Atalanta which was killed by the monster*. Il 
of remark that the ornamental figures upon the vases re 
which took place prior to the age of Diomede. 

The priest who acted as our guide had purchased i 
vases from the proprietor of the vault. But the fame o 
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ffo cunom hdtake hade by the author anp ms frisnd. 

WBB soon spread abroad, and having reached the ean of the court, an 
order was sent to bring them to the queer's repository at Naplesi whikt 
the purchaser and seller were both condemned in large fines for coooeaU 
ing the property. A room in the royal palace was fitted up expressly 
for the reoepticm of these precioos relics, a sepulchre was constructed 
exactly similar to that in which they were discoveredt the armour and 
Vases were placed in their relative positions^ and the figuies of the dog 
and boar painted in high rdief upon the walls. 

From this tomb we returned into the city and were conducted to the 
most respectable looking mansion in the piaaaa. As we were ascend- 
ing the grand flight of marble steps which led to the first door, Sigjaore 
Millar unfortunately made an observation fespecting the exceOence of 
iht h^eif which we took literally, and naturally enough concluded that 
as it was inconvenient for the private family of our companion to re« 
ceive us, that he .would take us to a place of public entertainment Un^ 
der this impression my friend and myself agreed that it would be rig^t 
in us to defhty the expences of the feast, to which we iuvited our clerical 
c<mductor as well as an improvisatore who had ako been accidentally 
introduced to us. Being met at the top of the staircase by the master 
of the house we passed him with a very slight notice of his ceremonious 
bows and proceeded straitway into the saloon : there we unceremo- 
niously threw ofi^ our coats on account of the heat, and having or* 
dered the children out of the apartment, who made too much noise for 
a hot day, we lay reclined at full length upon the chairs till we reco- 
vered from our fatigue. Mr. Parker then ordered the host to bring him 
water, soap and towels, when the poor man readily obeyed and with 
great good nature held the basin whilst the other washed his hands and 
face. He next had the mortification of htering hop^ expressed of a 
kpeciai good dinner, and a particular request tbst he would produce the 
best wines in his cellar, with various other obs^rvationf which guests are 
in the habit of making when they wish to oblige a landlord, and act, as 
it is called, far the good ff the house. It is surprising that our Italian 
friends did not stop us in this career, and I can onlv account for tbcw 
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CURIOUS MISTAKE MADE BY THE AUTHOR AND HIS FRIEND. f7l 

fiilMoe hf supfposiog that tkey thought such maimen ^mn to*- 
fevMed in ikiglaod. Yet when they saw ub invite the master 
of the house to sit down at his awn table, where we took the chief 
Mats and diid the honoars of the feasti and most especially when 
we oitfared the improvisatore to commence operations and called 
tip soma itinerant ni,usicians into the room, I wonder how even 
Italian urbanity and patience could have endnred it. At length as 
the time approached for our return to Barletta, I arose and quietly 
tieekonjng the host oat of the room, requested him privately to 
make out his bill, which I was desirous to discharge* Never 
shall I forget his expression of countenance at this proposal. With 
his hair afl standing on end, and wiUi an ificonceivable shri]^ of the 
shoulders, he vehemently pronounced the word ^ biir several times, till 
it seemed to stick in hi» throat and atop Ins utterance. A pause ensued, 
and I ^deavoured to eiplain myself, when the poor man assiired me 
that he had never made a bill in all his life, and that he was too happy 
at entertaimng Englishmen in his bouse, if they would excuse his poor 
aoeommodations. The idea of some mistake now flashed across my 
mind ; I requested to know whom I had the honour of addressing, and, 
to my perlect honor^ wa» answered, the Prefect of the dty. Confii- 
simi now tied up my tongue, for the excuse I had to offer seemed 
almost as bad as the conduct of which he bad so much reason to com* 
plain: I therefore sent for Giovanni Millar, and having made him ex« 
plain the origin of the mistake, I expressed in the strongest terms 
my knowledge of the language would permit our sorrow for oon* 
duct which must have had the appearance of extreme brutaUty, but 
which, if referred to the unlbrtunate cause, would I hope not appear 
inconsistent. The worthy prefect accc^yted this apology as pdiiteJy as 
be had borne with onr apparent rudeness, but still I never felt greater 
relief than when we stepped into the carriage and turned our backs 
upon the walls of Cannosa. 
On the evening after this adventure we set out for Najdes in a 

SB 2 



S7S BANDITTI. 

strange kind of vehicle, which answers to our mail in carrjring letters to 
and from the capital, but in form and convenience resembles much 
more a poulterer^s cart. It is fonned of wood, like a large square 
box, painted, slung upon thick leathem straps which pass over two 
rough axle-trees a foot each in diameter : it carries four inside and 
two outside passengers, the postilion sitting upon one of the wheel- 
horses and directing the leaders with a long whip. Such is the mail- 
coach sjstem in Italy. 

An occurrence had taken place connected with its vay last journey 
which threw all the country into alarm, and made every one advise ua 
to postpone our expedition, or even to proceed by sea to liaples. At 
a celebrated pass in the Apennines, called the Ponte di Bovino, a large 
corps of brigands, to the number of at least two hundred, concealed 
behind, the rocks, fired a volley upon the carriage, killed the horses 
and postilion, burned all the letters, took out an unfortunate officer, 
whom they shot on the spot, and carried away a still more unfortunate 
female passenger to their haunts in the mountains. Mementos of this 
outrage presented themselves to our eyes in the numerous musket- 
balls which were at this time sticking in the body of the machine ; 
but we judged it most expedient to proceed on our expedition imme- 
diately after the commission of such an act, since it was not very 
likely that it would be soon repeated. We were not a little amused 
during the journey by the terrors of our Italian companions on this 
subject, and when we arrived at the fatal pass, their reason seemed 
to be quite overcome by their fears, which were not a little increased 
by a terrific thunder-storm whose echoes were reverberated in the 
grandest manner possible among the rocks and valleys. We staid at 
the post-house two hours before the storm abated, during the whole of 
which time we had to contend with the almost frantic demands of our 
fellow-travellers to the condottore, that he would put eight horses to 
the vehicle and proceed at foil gallop through the defile, which is twelve 
miles in length, aflfording scarcely room for two carriages to pass. 
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It was in vain we urged the impossibility of avoiding musket^balls by 
an increased velocity of motion, or the probability of attracting the 
notice of banditti by the appearance of such extraordinary haste and 
precaution: they still persisted in their vehement exclamations and 
exhortations to the guard , who was about to yield, when we then 
declared in our turn that we would not proceed in the manner pro- 
posed, and threatened him with an information at the police-office on 
our arrival at Naples. 

This declaration of ours co-operating with the expectation of a 
better fee from Englishmen than he was likely to obtain from his own 
countrymen, determined the condottore to make no alteration in the 
mode of conveyance, and when the storm was abated we proceeded 
through this terrific pass. In about half an hour we arrived at the spot 
where the late attack had been made, and observed one of the horses 
lying by the road-side, with its flesh already half stripped from the 
carcass by birds of prey. As for the banditti, we saw none of them 
except a few wretches bound with cords, in custody of the peasants, 
who, after this last outrage, had collected together in large bodies, 
headed by their priests, dispersed the villains from their haunts, taken 
several prisoners, and rescued the captive lady, much to the credit 
of Italian gallantry. 

About mid-way in the pass we changed horses at a large solitary 
post-house, where we observed several persons, both men and women, 
dressed in very strange attire, and speaking a most extraordinary unin- 
telligible dialect. Antonietti, who has a great facility in acquiring the 
knowledge and sound of languages, soon discovered the Albanese to 
be the root of this jargon, and upon inquiry we found that several 
towns and villages, some of which we saw upon the opposite heights, 
were chiefly peopled with Albanian colonists who had preserved their 
customs and language in these wild mountains of Apulia. 

The origin of their settlement is thus accounted for. A very strict 
alliance and intimate friendship had always subsisted between the 
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great S€Biiderbeg and Alfonso %Kkig of Naples^ the latter of whoa 
constantly assisted the Piiooe of Epinis with supplies of men and aiD- 
munition in his contests against the Turks*. On the death of Alfooso 
hb son Ferdinand being drirea by foreign and domestic enemies from 
his capital, fled to Barletta, where be was in imminettt dmg^ from 
the French armies which surrounded hiro. He was ddivered from 
these perils and recovered his throne against his competitor John of 
Anjou, chiefly through the valour of Scanderbeg, who brought otct 
the flower of the Epirotic forees to his anistance : in gratitude for 
wfaicfa services, the Neapolitan monarch gave to Scanderbc^, as the 
old history of that prince expresses it, ^ inestimable teasures, hones 
barbed, proude and rich caparimns and such Hke pieseats ^t for 
knights and men of arms, of siogoiar prise and estimation : also the 
city of Traf^i and two other noble and strong places in Afidiai one of 
the which wm the Mount Oargau^ commonly called Saint AngtH^ 
vrtiere is sealed the famous towoe of Syftmt^ and the venerable churck 
consecrated to the honour of Saint Michadl upon the sea Jdriatkke: 
the other was Saint J^in de Ronde^ aU which places with their territo- 
ries he granted unto ScMnderieg and his heires for ever: and he ratified 
and confirmed his sayed gift and graunt by good and saliieoticaU 
writings and charters -f*/' 

' After the death of Scanderbeg and the conqoest of C^^inis by the 
Turks, John Castriot, his son and successor, fled to Naples vheie be 
was most kindly received, whilst to his followers were assigned portioos 
of land in Calabria, with a fireedom fi^m taxes and other immuDities. 
To the time of Charles V, Albanian Greeks came and established 
themselves in these provincQS, where they still remain unoiixed witk 
the natives. Detaining the peculiar customs of thear oountiy^ and in 
some instances the rites of the Greek religion, though for the w^ 
part they have been, by persuasion or compulsion, hrouglit ov«r to the 



■^^■p* 



* Ste pan SSO of this volume, 
t Hist, or Boanderbeg by Lbtu 




:— '^- .' - 




NAPLES. 

of Rome. Thej are considered a quiet ind i 
people, addicted solely to agricultural or pastoral pursu i 
the most decided reverence to their priests. 

Having passed safely through this terrific d^le, vc 
more cause of alarm during the journey^ which arose frc i 
being nearly pitched down a precipice. I am surprise i 
trawdinary mode of driving adopted in this country dc 
such accidaits more frequently. After having undergoc 
tures in this detestable machine for two nights and the ii 
live were deposited on the second morning at Naples , 
to walk from the soreness of our limbs, having been a^ 
to tie tight bandages round our bodies to prevent a 
joints. 

At Naples we remained ten days, which were deligl 
excursions about its interestiuff coasts, in the ascent 
a>oa.tai., .md b> visit. t» luL»^L md Pompeu, 
cities so curiously preserved to modern times by the ver 
appeared to be their destruction. I shall not however at I 
my pages with a description of these scenes, since I am 
of possessing any information that might elucidate, 
language that might adorn them, more than has been aL 
preceding travellers. At this time Murat and the sister < 
were seated on the throne of Naples. As we did not tl 
be presented, we satisfied our curiosity by viewing thes: 
aonages, surrounded by their court, at high mass in the 
The music was dehgbtftil; but it would be the. height of in ! 
connect this ceremony with any sentiments of devotion ; 
more like a foshionable morning concert, where w> atten I 
to what was going forward, not evtxk to the music: tl 
prayers, no participation even in outward ceremony; 
laughing seemed the order of the day, whilst all religioui 
M\ to the vicarious aervice of the priests. King Joachim i 

2 



376 NAPLES* 

me, as he hjas been represented by others, a coarse vulgar man, p<». 
sessed of courage and good nature ; but his consort looked as if she 
had been bom a queen : two sons who stood at their side resembled 
the father more than the mother in personal appearance. We entered 
very little into the society or public amusements of Naples, the short 
time of our residence being fully occupied on subjects of much greater 
interest. At length, having met with a very agreeable companion \n 
one of our own countrymen who was anxious to visit Florence, we kft 
the shores of Parthenope on a delightful evening in the latter end of 
July. We put our servant into Mr. Synge's carriage and took that 
gentleman into our own, which was built upon a most commodious 
plan, and happened to be the identical vehicle which brought l^mg 
Joseph Buonaparte from Paris to Naples : we took it back to the very 
confines of France ; but if we had then known the value attached to 
carriages of that royal house, we should probably have transported it 
across the channel. We were more than two nights and a day in posting 
to Rome, owing to accidents of various kinds : to one of these however 
we were indebted in a singular manner for our preservation. At a post* 
house between Capua and Mola, just as the postilions were briogvog out 
our horses, an Austrian courier, decked in as much gold Jace as a Nea- 
politan duke, came up, and in an authoritative tone ordered the animals 
to be put to his own carriage : all remonstrance was in vain; au officer 
attached to government takes precedence of any other individual in 
such cases, and we saw the gentleman depart whilst we were obliged 
to wait full two hours until other horses could be procured. Scarcely 
however had he proceeded two miles from the posthouse when be was 
attacked by a gang of robbers on the road, pillaged of all his pro- 
perty, and left half dead from the wounds he received. On our arrival 
at Rome we found the poor fellow in a most dangerous state and left 
him so at our departure. 

Having escaped this danger as well as the malaria of the PoDtioe 
marshes, we arrived at sun-rise on the Alban Mount, and then fitst 
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came in view of the Eternal City, that ^^ Sceptred Queen/' and mistress of 
the ancient world. In a few more hours we passed over the Campagha, 
alighted at the hotel in the Piazza di Spagna, and from thence proceed- 
ed instantly to St. PeterV Urgent business demanding the attendance 
of Mr. Parker in England, we could give only four days to the inspec* 
tion of this interesting capital, the asylum of unfortunate greatness, the 
refuge of dethroned power, whose mournfiil ruins casting a gloom, over 
the splendour of its modem edifices, strongly point out the vanity of all 
hwuan grandeur and sooth the bitterness of human calamity. ^^ Rome,'' 
says the elegant authoress of Corinne, ** Rome depuis long-temps est 
Tasile des exil6s du monde ; Rome die m^me n'est elle pas d^tron^e t 
son aspect console les rois depouill^s comme elle.'' Rome had only a 
short time before our arrival recovered her venerable pontiff. It was no- 
tified to us that in two days he intended to hold his first levee and we 
determined to offer our congratulations to his Holiness upon so happy 
an occasion. In the mean time we had the unexpected pleasure of meet- 
ing with our old friend Mr. Fiott Lee, who like the wandering Ulysses 
had not yet arrived at his native isle; in the company of that gentleman 
we visited the objects of greatest interest, and laboured so well in out 
vocation that I have no doubt we saw as much in four days as some 
persons have seen in as many weeks. The splendour of modern Rome 
triumphs over the interest excited by its ancient ruins ; at least this was 
the case with us, for we spent more than half our time within the walls 
of St. Peter's and the Vatican. 

On the fourth and last morning of our sojoum we were introduced^ 
or rather we introduced ourselves to the Pope on the first court*day, as 
I before observed, which the holy Father had appointed since his reti^irn. 
Having put four black horses to our carriage and taken a whole train 
of lacqueys into our service, we proceeded to the pontifical palace on 
Monte Cavallo, were saluted by the old Swiss guards, and advanced 
into the grea hall. This and the whole suite of apartments were filled 
with cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and priests of all degrees, dressed 
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ROME. 

nessed in that quarter of the world. Mr. Synge having 
several Spanish campaigns as honorary aide-de-camp t< 
and having but recently quitted the country, was e 
tify his Holiness with many circumstantial and interestii 
whole of our conference occupied more than half an hoi 
time the Pope continued to stand, expressing himse 
assuming manner, not merely asking questions and re( 
but encouraging us to enter with ease and freedom 
conununication of ideas, ^t our departure his Holines 
his blessing, and it was not without sentiments of sine 
we left this amiable man, apparently as little elate 
prosperity as he had been depressed by unmerited cala 

After this audience we had an interview with Card 
had been appointed pio-secretary of state in the ab6ien< 
The manners of the minister were different from thosi 
the one being characterised by all the elegance and ease < 
man of the world, whilst the other was principally rent 
air of primitive simplicity. After this visit we procee 
plate the superb horses of Phidias and Praxiteles upon ] 
from whence we adjourned to inspect the papal stud, v 
ker set the whole stable in a roar of laughter, by ask 
Pope's favourite hunter: the chief groom, however, 
inquirer to a fine white mule, called II santo Mulo, u 
holy Father rides in solemn processions. From hence 
our hotel, visited Saint Peter's for the last time in the eve 
morning bid adieu to Rome. 

We took what is called the upper road to Florence, i 
of visiting the magnificent isDX of the Vdino near Teri 
most waterfalls, greatly disappoints curiosity. We were 1 
recompensed by the exquisite scenery around Perugia anc 
luxuriant valley. 

Qui fonnosa 8uo Clituronus flumina luco 
Integit et nireos abluit undaborefl. 
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gret from our companion and proceeded over the Apennines, through 
Bologna, Parma, Piacenza, and Alessandria, to the capital of Pied- 
monte. In this beautiful citj we remained two dajs and then ccMn« 
menced our passage over the Alps by the grand road of Mount 
Cenis. All the mountains which we had hitherto beheld sunk when 
compared in magnitude with the Alpine barrier of Italy; but the 
features even of this did not appear more striking or picturesque 
than those of the fine Albanian chains which we had lately quitted. 
On the road and indeed throughout the whole of northern Italy, we 
had a series of escapes which now appear almost miraculous. Nearly 
at every step of this route we met the disbanded soldiers of Buona^ 
parte's armies, sometimes single, sometimes in small companies, and at 
other times in very large bodies. Accustomed as these men had been 
Tor so many years to the most bloody deeds and the most licentious 
rapine, we have great reason to bless Providence for our safety. 

The next resting place was Lyons, where Mr. Parker, who had 
omitted to lock his bed-room door, was again robbed in the night, as 
well as Antonietti, who lost a gold repeater. Here we heard French- 
men claim the victory at Thoulouse, and saw the bankers' counting- 
houses full of English guineas. From Lyons wb traversed the dull 
monotonous plains of Burgundy and Champagne, without any inter- 
mission, till we arrived in Paris. Even there we staid but one day 
to take a transient view of the glories of the Louvre, and then set out 
for Calais, where we arrived in safety, and feasted our eyes with 
a distant prospect of our native shores. Upon those shores we landed 
next day, and regretted no more the brilliant sun of Greece, her 
purple vineyards, and her myrtle groves: for there is a secret charm 
in the name of our Country which depends not upon external asso- 
ciations, upon the magnificence of mountain scenery, or the fertility of 
verdant plains : this amidst the venerable ruins of antiquity or the 
wild grandeur of an untrodden soil, this brings us back in thought, and 
chains down our souls to that land where we first awoke to human 
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No. I. 
TEBSKS ON THE HAN OF VAJAARE. 



•Kfit rove l£tuaW«C vmrt/iirtis rafiuairvt, 

T& npiyfiara rJi tav/uKi iyX^yopa riXX^i 

K' «Ic UX4M>c TO iyiynmr ftty^Kiitr iuvrvjffay 
Elxo Jyi' wfaar^r^Mi rSic r^pnue tfoiy/iiyatc 
Ma rwpa rd lydyruty rate pXiwt aftAt^fUyatt 
£Ic JXiic iiumv ^pi^fiot, 'ya roue c^ofMffrint 
Att^&rtus 'ai iaiXoiTovf, /i4>i*c rai (trv^^rw, 
'AXX' Srnv 4^^ra>' ^«(E J!^ f"^ '"x '/^ftrt, 
niic ; w coi rl ^TQi^Era)', fiivoy 'ya KaroaiiTt 
lat ttipraitfot) iKKtinray, tat nfy ftXeffytaf 
' T4 frof', KJu )rAt lytvcf; c(/mi«1c &mfimr. 

A^wucfiroyroi •! •mmytjiw «)« ri ^Xi^ 

"Na V^(^ r^v IxiiK^ty tt^ rfi a^dXftaT&fiat 
*0 /i^yac n cot ffiytjtot hwo niv ^«4*p(^2tG 

'Ovwoc 't^ fr*l^ tic iJvraf, du^wc rdif kbiMm 
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SI ilein* COar^kbd) 
U Cftm (OMeria) cN FoKirrj porla id Mtcento 
occifi G »< ii fcw« i . 

SsitPBB il t«ii^ ooire • mai noD ai atiMto 
E praito cuDbU gU affiiri dii mondo. 
Ad altri ap tm o fortnnA amca 
E ad altri I'oppoelo, miserie grandi. 
Le porle aperte io aTaro prima, 
Non piik adeno, ma banicato Is vedo. 
Ognnn aggradir aempre io em pronto, 
PaaiaDti ed altri, speraado di fknni Mice. 
Ma qnando toi Tcniita ad entnis in CoUa 
E cornel e qaal diagnKia 1 par rilogpara lolUats 
Chiudwte le mie porle e I' oapitaliti ionema 
CoaaeoomaquMto At io ignoiD afilto. 



Oodn. 

n Vnir AHpMM d maoA a noatro malgrado 
Per tirar Teodatt a drib Boatm oftaa. 
Quel gmnde e aaggio aopra i Vkiq, 
QiiridwteinffgiaAdiPiniedi Bi 
GinalameBl* e^ pamaee rlii iwi dinaari a Tii a|if aja ; 
O coe ftidK o eoB tfti* ad hi Miawle l*«eeida 
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'Avr^C 't« 9*«t fiifiatOQ rdr ^Lw 3Aci x^^ 

''OX4M J^/<ec€ irp^fur elc rd \afiwpdr *Orr(&a ' 
'O/ dpfo>^c ^w6fuiy€y di^ rdr dvrw waripa, 
Atr icx^r iXXoy dUKfop fid fnAroy ri^r fjopipa' 
*niiyufitr *pa rdr K^^m/u^ fii rApftara 'c r6 xipi 
Kite dvrdc *K iwir^Ztioc ^iHjpc rd yafixipi 
Kdi /3Xi«o/roff iriS»c ^fvyc Krvwoy^a/uy rd ^^m 
'2 fi^ K^pycai^y vriiyafuv rw Kd^JMfur rd vwifrta 
Kcu Iir' icciKOK roi' xatpoy tJrai w^y^tra xp6p0€ 
Koi KdfAr€t ri^r Ayrafwififiy^ riipa n^y rcXcu^ct 
Aca rfiro /i&c ivKirrnvty ift&c Ito 'c r^ X^*'* 
'0«ov &vn)c ^ f^y^oc fMC ft^C* r^y ^vcar Va ir^>^ 
Tovc np^rovc K<u /icy^Xnc/uiC *C ra Icd^cya r^ f^< 
Tovc ^fikrti wipa *c rd tnf^i eidvc rc^t rove fovcvcc 
Ut 9K6pwut€ roic fa/uXuuCf cW ^Xnc rove Ka{(&^cc 
Niotc re «u yfp6yria9atc w€uila re ecu rv/if^cc 
K^ «or|><^ n^y ^tfrvxf Ar^vo&i yyplCti 
"EvyaXe rJI Sc/icXia A^y n^ iifavliti 
'Erpt^^rotc vatTorcya rai^^ic fii) icaroiri}^ 
Ifa /M^vp lr«r( i^fiot «3e2c Va /ii)y ri^K crlajf 
Td 2ovr{c dirov tdfiafter dita/Mc ri^v pfifUrti 
At6r cimt ^rai0c *t)Xv nic rd cfirairXc^rei 
'0/M#c i^ *c rd SydoCoi' Kdi waXator x*'/^^^ 
'Erfiro 'wev voir Xiyo^icy 'ya rd txjK dftariri 
Tf a ^itfiwXiirfc waarptKd Vo ^/^pc rd x<>/<*^P< 
'Oinw 'c rd rji&n rd Xa/ivpdr 'ya fii^ viiKmvwty x^pi 
2v/i^3o6Xcvc fij vDxav/idy ^vovc 1^^ itafialyovy 
'Na rd K^pitf/ovy Kdt dvroi iwov xdi hy wiiytUymty 
Aut Va /li) v&^ovr nic dvrol rd 6ea l/uic rwpa 
'Oirov ^loc i9K6ru9 ty thSvc cic /i/ay dpa»^ 
KaSdic «vrc rd twa^ay k^i Xopfufiirai *ntyi 
Ha rode #Kor4«ov»^ vp^#ra{t rarck 'ra /u) '«o^/n|. 

*Ek fUpovt roir vviyn^ rov Be^vptf *AX^a«a 
irpdc rove ycirdrovc rov. 

*Syif fitfXfp 'AX^miMic dir^r c|pdv/i6/tac 
AMy rdy ftiyay 9wrmi$idy KwrattoKkd XvwovfMU 
HXiMf wap6iiM»y icws4y «m^/iov ^r rd 3^Xi# 
Ai4 r«ro rm Y<«^>^ ^wv Ave r^ irapayyiKm 



E chianqoe la cua di Mutsochato oflfendt 

Sicaro ^ sia che perdeii la yita 

Noi» mentre Alipascia era on piccolo faDciallo 

Totti corremmo oontro la sua splendida casa 

Perchey morto il padre, Orfano egU rimaee 

E non avera fratello, ee non sola la madre : 

Noi aDdammo tagliarlo, colle anni ia mano 

Ma Itti aooorto ne preee atriso 

E noi flcappar lo Tedeado ci battemmo il petto; 

A Karghiani andammo, ed ivi gli abraociammo le case. 

E da quel tempo onnai ciaquant' anni sono 

E oe fa la ricompeosa adeaao, 

Onde ci maaaacr^ in quest' Osteria 

Affinche nostra strage tutto 'I mondo pervada. 

A Oiannina indi porta i nostri capi e graodi 

All' isola opposta gli manda, e fa oociderli presto 

E ie famiglie disparge per tutti i distreiti 

Donne Oiorani e Vecchie, donselle e fanciulli 

E satsopra mette la patria infelice 

Ne scava i fundainenti e tutta la rade : 

Ordine diede che niuno y\ posaa mai abitare; 

Che sia an deserto, e nissun fabricar la ardisca 

Per il nostro delitto k, che lui con ragion la dirasta 

Perch^ egli h giusto anai, e lo ripaga 

Ma ta per quell antico e glorioso servigio 

Tieni in pegno queste nottre parole 

Di oonsiglj chiari, di sempre avrisi 

Che oontro la splendida casa nissuno insorga 

Ed aTverti da senno tutti i passanti 

Dichiarar lo a tutti quel, die passano mai 

Per non aver sofiire quanto noi adesso, 

Che All ci diede morte subito in us istante, 

E quanto anche i Chonnoviti, quelli gia not! 

Ch' ocdsi fossero voile, e Tivo nisson restasse* 

Ds fmie del cooeUmliftMie Feiw* iH^poscia «» mui 



lo Alipascia Visir quando mi riene in mente 
Questo gran massacro m* affligo molto 
B di nn tal guasto non avr^ piik mai deno 
Ed ^ peidi che rMcomando a tntti i Ticuii mim 
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AXXd Va vwordfffft^vrai ^ut Va ivn^vovr 
Kai jffoi ^your ^w^xooc rcU Va rddyaw^mty 
*Avroi Va jfvai fiifiaioi woXkd KoXd Va (iiawv 
£2c rove x^^^c ^iexa irpc^c rove ^aicotf/«ic 
"'Eycvi rovro rd Ktudv elc &vrovc rove dBXlttg 
EIc dccairciTe rov Ma(>r/fi, Ilapao'rcvi^ iiftipay 
Td SeiXtydv avrov KorSk frdtf wpd^ n^v l^irepai'. 



Che non mplestino piik la mia proprim casa 
Ma che ne sian soggetti ae Yogliono esser felid 
E quel che obbedienti TedraDsi, ed affesionati ad 
Sian oerti die molto felioe paaseranno la Tita 
Nel mille e dodici con aeioento insieme 
Tal strage a^yenne a qnesti inCelid 
Nei quindid di Marzo, Veq^di era il gioroo 
Vereo ooddente indinava il aole, a'aTvidnava la 



Spiegazione di pochi termini tarcbi che 
Occorrono in questa inscrizione. 

*OrC&Ki OYvero 'OyrCdKi.'] Propriamente significa il cammino, quel luogo della casa dore si ft il fooco: fli 
prende per6 per dinotar tutta la casa o famiglia di Grandi in Turcbia. 

MovT(<yxP^9dTiKoyJ] Cio^ di Mutzo-Chuso il quale era 1' avolo di Alipasda per qual nome si conosce tra gli 
Albanesi la sua famiglia. - 

XafiwipiJ] Notizia, aTviso. 

Aowca oTvero vrovryta.'] Parola Araba, dgnifica 1* uniTerso, ed il mondo. 

Ko^i&^cO Ka{c^c Caziy in Tarchia si duama on distretto di qualque proTincia grande. 

lovrCi.'] Delitto, Mo. 

Xovo/ccrc.^ Servizio. 

'A/iaWrc] P^o. 



No. It 



ii ka$ nam h$eome a cuBiam to jfive a Specimm of ike Romaic Language^ 
or Modem Greek, in the Appendix to €hrecian Travels, I here pteeeni the 
reader with a Tranelation of Lord WeWnfion'e JM^paioh on the Battle of 
WaUrhOf extracted from an Ionian Oaxette, pnbUehed ai Cbf/k] 



AOOYNINT-XTPEET. 

O Tc/<U#raroc Mayyt6poc tffiKOc 1hp9^ ifBany iyfitQ wpie ri ieripact fi^mw fra K Offoefov 
ypAfifia rov Apx^t-ep a riiye v 4oiMCiic (HAXiryTor, Iwvi^^c if row TAy/iaroc rov Fd^prip, wp^ nir Kj6fjLiira 
Befiei^f wpOror ii Awoff4p'mp rife ErtKymrt/ac rjpff A. M. tic roMrk vp^yfiara rov woKiftev kwt&ra^ 
rovF Offlaoy^ t6 iirriypafov XotwAr ro^rov clyoi ri iucSKovOor* 

OvorcpXooVy 10 lovr^, 1815. 

■ 

HiK6fti I Af ' ol ^ BarawAfTtc e wl fipmwt ri 1* 3. 3. 4. cai 0. ad/bUt rov PoXXikdv 2r]parcv/Miroct 
n)y AirrcNcporopun^r fpovjpcLyy ciii XXof ri immooy rw oxcttr» I«^fm c2c n^y ^X^'' '^ '''^ ' 2afi/^» 
jr«U &r«i fii0O»^ rov IlorofioCr ro^rov xak rov M^ch Avi rac 10 rov rp^x^'^'^ ^*^ ^ ^^' ''^ ^^ "iP^ 
ru bifAtp^fAara l«|M»x6f9M ^^ icr^rfot rac nMroriurfac r6r npo4#o«#F clc ro Tovcr col A6per( rhc M 
rir iror : Za§i(ipar, 

ikafiar r^ cU^foir rtt^rify rac 15 wfic ri lewipo/Q^ Kok iMptva iLfuemg r& Tparcv/«ara rk 
ifitfc irpoc Urpanlar* AXX' cip6iic i^em Unmea, Ih-t If dkifiifc ift^K rov lyfipc^ iuvdvpero ff|i^ 
ri ^apKipo&9 iyit UtSptea ra rpareipariLfjuiQ ra K^r^^Aei tcarh ra dpcTC^ : i ^X^^ koiwiv ri^ ii^ip^r 
hnlyffr MmCc rove lIpoWoovc diti roc ijfioe rov «or : Zitfifipaf acal o Sr^anfydc 2ttBtv^ 5c rtc i^^ifyov^e 
r2i oi^^oroy lav irpirtpw tiflemmro flc ri 2apVc^y dwerpafiiyfiii wpit ri ^Xcovfwvc- O ^for^pxtic 
BXovffoip lo^a(i rd vp^rfv/Mi c2c 2r iw&ym cic ri Zofifipiff tx^r rd X^" *^ -^^ * A/iity^ <»i n) 
Acyf clW^iyrt rfc ro«o9a#/ac rov. 

O ^xPp^ lE^coXo^i^roc n^ ivf]parc/ay rov wpic rir ip6fier rdr dwd rd SofXe^ wpdc ^ B((pv- 
ffSXeTf Kui r6 Mor {vwipac rBr 15 Ixr^^c |i/ai^ ^n/par rov orporcv/iaroc r6r lUuv*XMp6r, y iwoia 



i^BAi^S«««VVB*" 
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lc«M f'lt ftflW)(iifii^ iTj^ hm ^ht^viwuc^ mlfu%^or iiedpu tic r^P ttfM^ aMk ^ffdy, xaX cdXDvficyov 
Kovdrpe Bpoc* 

^fiov rile Ni^iXXifc upoc n)y Bpav$eXXifv, /li ri^v Tovoraff/ay rod 'Zrpar&pfxpv 'BKovimp. 

fi^ Mi)yla# rtflf Atr isf w i r t yw IJp BwynAc Uixrw IfAittcr ^1 ircyll Mc Mf# JfMic «:a2 ^^ rife 4f^c 
€ff£/Ki|c» &ico\oMi»c tf(^B#K td Tpanmvtitf vQpa ro6 ^ovKidc ttii Bpm^vjSbr, fttti /icr' d{rr5| rd lrc/3dXXov 

Elc ni /Mni{ar rovri ^ hd^pi^ VX*'^ ''^ m-virf ror Upiy^iira "BkHO&frtp pi Skjoc rov tote ^v&fute^ 
Ifayin^ffrtrr rv^ «)p^»ii0v mik rtfr ^ i w < fo» ^pttrocy <rtik ^^^ vAfiarot ikfnm^ hird ri^y Mniylav rcv Kvpicv 
^rpOTJiyov KiKKtpfiav, fu ra imila Urvmiffe ri^y iiucfiy fiUQ rowoBealay H^y M rov KovArpe-Bp^c. 

T4 IIf»ov9#uedi^ Xrpdrcvfut IdMMMrtv^t ri^ ToinHfti&iay ro^ fiiri^ nt ^^ nv iiP^ay xal vnOcp^t^ra, 
iynntrioi^ ftUic ivyitiuw^ 4(MttVfMiirMy hmyxfir^tt pcyttXj^^pac, lirn^ Hr tTxe ^9&tni iu:6fu iicil 
oSrv ri litu fr n nf ^^pmrmrutii^ to^ 9&fUt, rd ^#d ti^ tfifytay f^ 2rfMinyy«0 BwXd^, <y0re ly^ HfimpoOffa vk 
rb fiotfiiivm^ KoBi^ ro hrtBvfwvffo^ lirccA^ ^ ^X^l^ IrrvmKK^ei' Iv fcftf^f im) 1^ t^p i^toy, tail e#ecA^ rd 
m^ mtifULf dfuWf nU /MfXi^a f^ I«^riJCidK, i[i4ra^ 6irio0 2irpeir« ^ icdptow ipSftop itoXvf, 9(^r (Tx^v A«<$/ii 
fM^. H/c«(c Xotirir Ikcff^p^ov^ Aifttpn/J^d^i' rijy rtHnOtirltty fiac, drtxpo^erAfuy bXoriK&Ci i^^ 
dwtisitafur ftoHdac IXdc rkt irpe^jSoX^c roO ^x^ov, l^^ac Sfra/te Koff '^fiS^P ^la v& rfv Kvpieifftf. 
AXX' oirrof fulc fa i^i f tf i y Ir h^fripov fit tyu woXvdptBfiOP ky rahrf imrtxop ral trtiuciy^ hiroviipi(6fuya 
iM fUap /uyiK:^ aA Uyypar AffrtKhapULP. AMc hutfU mXKAc ifd^e f^ rb ImracAy rov iyavrlop 
rov w€(iKov fiat 9 dXK* dirvcpovoBfiffay Skai dc rk M&^ i%k Hfp irkioy (LKafiirrop raSe p &i f/ ra. To B. A. 
Y, b I^yffti^ 7V0 Opcl^f, i Amii fw Bpoifp&fibcj h Apnirrpdrriyoc Z^p Bttft&c nfcrwy, 6 Mayyiop 
B >pttTirya<i S^ I. Ktf/tirty 6 Itip A* IWr, dc^cyec ehp^&ttp elc ri^P foixn^ rairniP dito r^v dpyfip rfjc 
W0 kpAp kf6^ rwv i^pp^i i^xdn&ay hetpfieikXSprtic Bctvftd&toi^ mxMrc irpo&irt ral 6 Apri&rpdrriyoc 
UpoXof B«ip : AXrePf i Mayyi^ Zrparrfyof Sip r. OtOUep, 6 Avrtorpdrtiyoc K«^«, irai 6 M^yycop 
aip ft iify o t MflirXftvd, mtl b B^vy, irit0^ A^ov IX«/3cv fco«oc «i<^6v f^p<>C e^c t^v i^dx"^* '^^ vpareiffuira 
1% vifHrnfc faXayyopx'oc «ai keivd ro0 Bpovp^fihe imlKifArfWtp did woWi^p Apap ral fii iroXX^t/ f(^9tv, 
ir«i i^ipBn^mp dp^pn&mra. Byi^ I^;M9C trp^irec Ka dpn^p^ k^ii pnr&Q ral rar' ilpyiiy rd rayfiara 28, 
49, 70y mI 02, ral n^^ 'Birriiroflrcapx/ttf rftv Apofiipiimr. 

O M UiK^^Mic X^/^ cT*'^ fiey«i(Xoc» ro#^ fi B. cracy <K^« &^ ctird rdr irepcrXei9(9^Kra rarcfXoyov. 
dXXi^ irpd irayrdQ AXXov ly^ xp^xec i^d ovyrXavffw rar' cSox^^^ ^ ^* ^^^* ^^ VaXiiy6raroy AovKa rov Bpo- 
lfp00kj 4 imnoQ kf&pMfi fiax^voc ftp^iK&a M Hfc rt^X^c rSy ^parevftdrtty rov, 

Msni r«vr« i ^pmrdpXH BXoSwwep, /t l^i» dmKr efxe ^tu^Xd^ dvapafiltvfoy n)y cic ro 2o/Lt/3pe^ 
fmn^wlay rem^ thpiBif HfUH f6&oy dZi p txrot dno h^ ttifvi^p^^nira rflc f cfxQC» ^^C "f v ^wo/av cTx*'' ^f*/^^, 
Mii r60oy vcpMW^ffpoy, iirMft) ^v eTx^r clro^i ^Mmi ktcti rb rhaproy e&fui rov, tiirt &irov dict^^iot yd 
iwof%mpk^9 wa^ yd tnydSfff ro ItrpdrtVfkd rov tic cv hrdym tie rd Ohdfift^. Airrdc Xoiirdv n)v vvrra 
h ep dm rnf ^ «poc inipo rb pdpoe Ikepor ^^ fif y fM^X'^* 
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To Wm/M rovro rtm wpopfitfiirrot Srpordpxov fti ^rdyKon vd Kd/m col iy^ rd \iwr dnifu^ nU ltd 
rovro irpafiiyjhip dwi to vwovartKdr rov Kewdrp€'0pd£ Mim cic t^ rVylwf , rai dt^ ini iwdrm etc r4 
OhartpKAoif rdc 17 rf «p«#t wtfH rd£ 10 f^pac- 

O iyOfd^ liy ^OcXifoc yd lvtxo9co6| warnkimc ^ m2 miroJU^ rdy Srpor^pxify BXovoocp, 
d[XX«i ^aXwa /lia nNcro^Xiunf, nfr ^wWai^ cve/i^ «p^ r^ 2o/^3pcf n)y «^r, dpc ml wdvra h 
^ovx^f • 'oi o< cvnUiMnM rov ^x^i|pov 4vir|Mij3<£n'ro, Svw vfptoo^por («pox«i|MvocF i( » w erpf » * 

Airrylc «|n)c rovrtMc ^v l«poa«t£Ourf ^i^re y<i '>^^4^ ^^ <^ ^^ Moi# Urparday fiott fi*SXoy ivov 
iy/rcro avnr Kara r^r ^Spar roo fumifupUtut^ kKXd icarf 2i«M€ /i^Kor nd mncdv rd ^«d n)y Uipytay too 
Ki$/iifroc 0«4EV<2ye /<c voXv «X#doc i«vuady, ro ^voior elx< m) rpafiiif dv6 itit6w m xipas* 

Tovro iitiMCty alriar wp6c rdy K6fUfra rov Ov0pi^€ yd i^opfAii^ fU rd wpSrow Tdyfta rfc f povpftc 
rw IwTtKov trtitfuirott iy ^ t6 lyBpucdy Iwirucdy ifrnpfiifny dwd ri X'^P^ *^ rtrdwwt : cic nly wtpi^aa%v 
ravngy htfiokiy^aty ^ £. rov, Sri iroy clfi rd Axpoy ti^api^fuyot ^96 rd ewperw fdpeifMoy rov Toy/iOf- 
roc rovrov. 

H 6lEo^cCf n^F d«o/ay ly^ mircXa/Sot^ AWi^avrt rev OvarcpX^t IjcAXvwtc rdy BooiXuDor dpd/iov rov 
2afiX<|M>d ir^ n^y Ni/ScXX^r, mU rd fuy itiUr nrc A<^m>C t&Xiife «pdc ci« KjfMr/nydy vXifocor rov Bfcpc^ 
/JpoiKc, rd uffoiot' j|ror cvpuvfiiyoy: rd U Apt^-cpdy rifc cCfre/rcro rpdc ci^ Xdfoi' IwepiufttOty rov X«p^ 
Ti|»-Aa-Xai|c, rd owowy Jiroy koX aM vapo^'«#c KppievfUyoy. 

Awiyayri rov &&ov tiyrpWt r<U irX^^ior rov 2pd/iov r^ Ni/}cXXifc* i^/«tk im^vafttr rd Sew^rtay col 
rd irc|N/3dXcuoy OiryovfidiT, rd drOtoi' «diov6leyrcvc n^K iiriTpofj^r rov vXay^ov pUpov^ rov Id^ a^rov, 
cal AffiraiTi rov A|Kr<pov wivrpn^ iwi^^a/uy ri hwtnarudy rov X^i|«2<i/»tc. "EX&fiofJxy Xocirdr 
A>Ta»dicpcoiy irXifdr/oi^ rov ^vipov/iac /tj rdy 2rpar^^i|F flp/yycira BAovo^ep 4«d rd Oi»d/^c dc^ 
/ic'oov rov Xdci/A: col d Zrpar^x^ airdc fio) cTxci" Sr«o^f^dy, kyU^Q Ka\ 4AiXc /«ac crvvi}^ & ^X^P^« 
ra /u fiofififi^ fu iya Kok /ic ««p«^odrcpa ow/Mira, cara n^r Xl^'^*'* 

O de «x^i»C *vriJ6^iO€« rd ^pdrevfid rov, Uaipov/iirov rov rpcrov tr^^roc (rd dnioK tlxt «v»^ d«i 
yd wapafvXdrrjf rd Kat^ftara rov 2rpardpxov BXov#oip) iwdyi^ tic fifpiffovc Xdfovc «^»^df/ii»wc rdv 
Ira /M rdy 6XXoy dwiyoprt ^/idr, carii r^v rvcra r^r /ifroiv rfir 17 coU 18 : Mr 4px«oc vcpl rck 10 
4lpoc fi/or fiayMti wpoo/3oXi)r lyayrioy rfc 6lf ot^ /mc nK ^^'i ro^ Ovyovpdvr. Ey^ ^cparov^a n^r A^^cr 
Irc/r^r ^ era fiipoc rife rwf/pac rfir fpovpAr, #ric vdifyciro <£«d rdr £rpan|ydr B#ry, dc ric ^i' 
wrparomitvfdyot dircoOer rfc a^fc d^or^ : 4 #rWpa ofinf dc<vMr6lf ^x^ rirdc i{«d roy Arrcx<X/apxor 
liaydoroXd, cd lire ira dwi rdr XiXfopx^r Xd/ic. AoftfikpM S^mc n)*" eix«P^*9'^ •'^ ^c w-pooAcoi*, 
drc ik 6cVi€ airni dccnppiK^ dXf r Ict/rf r n^ i^fi^r fii ri^r fuyoXifr^r ovreoir if«d rk dyfyeia ravra 
vpartvfiara, /i* dXor dirav 06/iara «oXv^(pc6jfMi row t)fi^ iv^cx'ip/oihioar d2c ico2 voXX^cic yk ri^ 
wpicvoMflrir. 

H «poo/3oXi) d/Mtfc fl^ rov IjfiptS xark rov de{iov ^ilpovc rov xtyrpav ftat Idmvfti r r ifa ro ^ ravrji 
jcal oird raroWac ii(diajcd«ovc kyarri»y SKom tw irc{cffov /<act rd kwowp j|ror dM^^furor ra drnvder- 
rcv6|^ iifvd rac ctXXi voXX^Xovc Ifddovc rov Intcov col rov vcfucov row Ix^tP^* *^ ^'^ irMfi*r«#r dfiov 
cic rac irpoo/3oXac ra^rac ffort ii Kal x«p(tfyMrMr. 06^^ d cx^^ iffvptcvotr cic ft^ar dird rdc Ifddovc 
ravroc ro Iwovrarusdy roS Xd^-Sairrc, lirciA) col r6 fiipot rfc iXofpftc iirraxooiapx'ac rov Xcye6yoc» 
r6 6w6toy ri)r UvpUvey, cTxc rcXci^op dXa r^ ffoXc/ujea drayaii rov» ffa) Ivtcdi) d Ix^*^ '^X< iuupi^fff 
niy/^^nfy clrrairdcpi^cy r^t^ /Mr«(d rfc M#««« ro^nKi <^ai rov Xrpartv/iardc |iac« 
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O Ixfip^t bcrinni0ty ctXXcMiXX^Xwc ri wtiuciv fiat §u t6 Iwwuc^ rov, ctXX' a< ^povjUKal alrai effrdOiy- 
wuy Asrpocroi «al jiinwu, ad iimeay iif^^r ra Kdfi^ to Iwwuc^fMs ^co^iJjpMv e^&nrct ^c fii^r &iro 
roff ^iro/ac if nnifa m A^ £. l&SfAfU^nr ii ffwriBtfUi^i iiwi r^ ^w^ro^pMfpac, koI &iro r^ fpovph^ 
r«^ fitUfjiXiKft^y JoU 4«v ro irp«rror Tci>iyia rw^^ fpovpdv rAv ipvy^w^, t^i^jhi elc ro &cpoy ai^c/a, 
ca^ irpoc roirot J «al Ikv/kv rov Mayyiop 2rpan|ya( 2^ T. U^wftfifif pirivk in%c «y>XXovc «Jxf*«* 
X^rwc «Eii2 &n Atr^y. T& lanrr^/iara ravra cy^yoyro ^vfcx^ ml AXXeir^XX^Xa £«« roc 7 ^pcic m 
in^wCs ^ir^O'' ^ h(?9^ ^^PM'I^ f^off ii§AAy iLweyyu^fUvo^ fu ri Imruody xai fti rd w€(u:6r rov, vwo9^ 
rt^ptCil^Bm KioX 6,wd rilw diUucoiror ^miciy rqc AprtXKu^ac rcvf Bul ya mnrr^il/p rd dpi<mp6yfuic iciyrpoy, 
rd wKn^^ n>v WiMranKOv nv Xa^-2aliT. AXX' ii bpftfi rov nvrq vorepoy dird fday^ k-paripay evfi" 
wXoid^f diroKari^ni fiaraUu OScy I mc^ lyili dJoVf 8ri rk Srarev/Mtra rov ^xfipov htnTpafilioyro dic6 
r^ v^Otf'^oX]^ rain^y /ic fifyaX«n-£n|v cirof^av, jccd hi rd ^pdrtvfta rov Zrponyyov BovXi)^, r<) 6irocb>' 
Itfrp&rcvc dca nfc Mw rov EiwMpfidyr wpdt rd OXay^eydpr ccU vpdc rdv r^woy rdy caXov/ievoy BcXXe 
ilXXi^ffC, fyX,ii€ yk lyepyiif ical 4 ^«#r/a r6r Jcai^oWwr rw }rov if^if dfriyayri r&y 6<pdaKfAAy ftw ical 
iwu^ 6 Op/yri^ BXowenp fi* eixe wpofOdfffi h t3u»c sTponrmrwc fic eva «M/ia rw rrparc^fionfc rov «ara 
rd dpi9rgp&y fdpoQ r^c «eC<ur9C ^c<pac fioc irktivLoy rov XcSci^ ey^ c2iref^<«ra rirt vk ktv iriicM rdy 
kxfif^f 1^ |2i^fM^a wapiydi^ yk vpox«f|»4^ S^y rd wtiucdyf hvo^r^pvCiiuyoy ccd dwd rd iwwady toX 
d%d ri^ ApTtXXuplay. H wfovfioki atrn th(Mdti col thiodfuiet tsaff Aar^K rk /iipi|, O cxi¥^C 
XMsdy car^yayic^^tfftl yd «apacr/|^ ri^i' M rove X4$^m« roim^aa/ay rov, crpdv^ ck fvyi^ furd fuyf^nfc 
c2ra&ac» mkI i^^ miM»c iyti^ i|f(«vpov^a ya KaraXa/3«»9 bcardy vsyfiyra Kny6vta fii XXorovc rk j(fi€iajC6* 
luyth 1^ ^irold mvoy dn r^y ifpvciny fiac. £y^ c&fcoXoMif^a ya ffara3t^i# rdr txfipdy hcawily Apay 
§terk ri^y ivmy rou HXfev, col /loyoy iwavtfa furd rovro cf iro rov yk rdy «ara2i^i#, Ivcc^ < t 'jr j y Mi f# a y rk 
Srparcv/iardfiov, ra iirola cIx;oy voKtfiiioti &d 12 ^poc ^XocX^povc tcark avy^ciar, rol lirci^ ^tryaxar- 
fififiy clc r^y t^iOF BpofMoy fti rdy Zrpard^ifv BXovvtfcp, rol /lcc e/3e/3oUM9fry ^4 ^^X^ dirof a^f^ ra 
Karo^i^ rov hC^^ '^ ^^ cccii^v ri^y rvvra: Mrr fiol hnfnjfty airroc ^fuf»y n^ alryi^y n)v 
cUqacKy l^rc iir%>ey 00 Kordyia Ijc rifc Av7orparo|Mir9c fponpfic* ccU^tof^povc duomrtv&c jcal irpdy^ictra rov 
^Royawdpre, 

B%« ovovov ra iipox«pliarw a^ftspoy ri^y aly^y wpot rijy Ni/SAAjfy, koI ra fri^ ira^^ii^ rd troKifAucdfiov 
mviifiara. 

H £• ooff «|itf««i ra ^/aiM^rp, ^i ^/a /idx^ r<$oor ^foBpk koI mi^fiartitlnt ^ ifiwopovvt yk Wfifi^^ 
fikre yk fjt&c ^cjf rdva rpdwaia X^P^C fieydXor xafwy mparuarQy^ Koi fii Xwct ro yk mc nrpooBivtt^ 
fri i ISiKd^/Mnc X^f^ cyircr &«cipoc. ii A. M. harepovfuyoQ rdy Arri^rpdnyyor 2jp Bw/uar n/cror, 
^m'tpidti iya O^MMoXor, j( ric ihiyfin Api0ro£ woXKdrarmc ^opal^ elc ri^y Mktvvly rov, aifr6g 
k^tifdn iyUf/ut oiny&y n)r ^oXoyyopx^ar rov clc fday efoSoy pi rify jSayiorerrar, ^ca ftivov r^c 
^wo^oc kwwpmwdn §Ua kwo rkc l^X^f^^^^P^ wpoefioKkc rov exfipov iyayrloy r^ Bin4ttfiac. O K<S/ii^ 
rov Oifffipiiyt, kf* oS €«oXifU|#€r cirvx^k ^H^ ri^y x<>^^*' ra^r ral dpyoXcar iffupay, cXajSMf clc 
ri^r vrrcpar fx<2ir cf^&Vy (}i« ri oroibr ^/Sov/iac, ore ^ M* rov tfeXei artptfif rify iovkewly rov But 
voXvr KOApdy* 

T6 B. A. Y. 6 Ilp/yicfi^ rov Oparf iStlxOri ApurroQf itk n)r kyiplar rov Kok ro raX^ ipipinf»6y rov^ l#c 
&^ov cXo^SMv c)c rir J^/ior 4irv era )3Afor nm^ou, A II koI ^yay«Mn rd drax^p^oy <2«i ro 
2fyartf|r«^ 
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Moi BlBei &Kpay d^apivrrimv to va ifirofm ra /3e/3aiM9w ri^v £« 9ac> ^i vore liXkort iiv ifipOif ro 
vrpoTtvfia fu T^efiv dyiptar ra2 y€yyai6rffra. H ^oXayyapx^a rife f povpac 4 ^^ ^^^ oiiiylay rov 
Aio-iffrpar^yov IU»k, 6 6iroibc IXafitiiBti fiapiuc^ kcX oc Mayyiopoi Srpanyyoi M^rXay^, kojL h ^nyy^ 
ihmKay tya vapaSiiy fia, ro owowy to tfitfAifdfivay Skot : rac dcv virapxc^» rcXoc iravrMF, /Dii^c c2{iM/Min- 
co(, fiffT€ tJioQ K^yiya 0Tparrvfi^n^v» oi oitoloi ya fii^y ifipdti^ay dyipil^^c Kal d^ur^u^, 

'Eyit irpiTti y dya^pta cor* iioj(i^y (^<a r^ cirucwp^^ewc rov B. A. Y.) rir Ayrtm-partfyoy Sip X. 

1 

KX/>Toy, Toy Moy. Srpor. A^a/A, rov AyTiarp&Tfiyoy K6poXay Bap^y AXrey, rov May. Srpar. 2^ R<(XXiy 
AXiccr* ocrivcc iXafiuOrivay /3apcirfc» ro*' XiX/op^OF Ofiirpi^yf xal Mi\ailiXf Sc tiq h^tfyowrt fday inrtlpav 
Tile TiT6frfic ^oXayyoCf Toy May. 2rpar. AafifiipTf Toy May. Srpar. Aop^ £. ^fifupireTj Toy May* 
Zrpar. Sip P. UoyffOfl(i^^ Toy May. Srpar. Sep K. Fpavr, rdy May. 2rpar. 2^ A. B//3ca/i, roK May. 
^paT, I. Bav^cXcovp, roi^ May. Srpar. K6firfTa ^opyfiipy* ¥,yi» wpot tovtoiq elfAoi rara iroXXa vir6* 
X^^ «poc rof 2rpar. Aop^ HX, ^la ri^y irppc ifii evfifioifittAy tov, koX Bui to KoXoy ^pirifjiSy tov, tSoov 
clc ravnf»^, KoBi^ ml elc c^Ufo AXXi|k irpoawtpatrfiiyiiy wtpioTaffiy. 

Mc ci'x^f^^^'^*' ^'C TO Acpov 4 ^ly'a rife ApriXXup/ac xaX r6v Miixavtrfi*^ cCiro rove xcXcdpxtwc 2ep 
F. BiM cal 2/ii)d, xai e)(*» Aifv ri^K tiryapiaTiieiy diro t6 fipmfwy tov yeyucov vwamt&rov, tov May. 
2rponiyov B^rcCt {h ri£ cXa/^Mdif) jcal tov yeyiKov Ef^pov t&v rarouni/i^rwy, rov x^<upxov ^ayXcurff 
8f Ti€ cmnri^ cfxo fUay ^iraXXay ky Tf fUTa£i r^c fic^xiyc ravnyc* O Oararoc tov A{tw/Aarurov rovrov 
fipft (nftlay fuydkiiy wp6t T^y MXeveiy r^ A. M. cai /iifXtffra Tpoc ifie kutu r^v «rrcy/i^y ravnii^. 
£l/MU irpoc rovrocc iroXXa xP^t^crifc c^C ri)*' evfjiPoifBtiay tov AKTix^Xuipxov Aop^ ^/r^jDoif JUfifupirtTf 
Be rcc Aa^3«»^ flapimcf mi) rwF ctEMtf/MerurAv r^c vpftmic /lov rc(£ewc> oTrcyec ^i^poy hw€p ro ^^ov e!c 
ri^y fidxny ravTify. O rtfu^UToe AiTcx«X/apxoc 2«p A. Fop^K, Be Tie dwidayty dro rde Xa/3«/tfar/ac 
rov, i|roy fyae aScwfutrw^c (i&Aoyoc, ral ii A. M. (iffjuovrai fuydXMe tie ri^ iovXtvvly tov dfn tov 
QdyuToy tov O^fuudXov rovrov. 

O 2rpan|yoc Kpovfe 6 etc ri^r ^ifXtv^iy rife 'Saff&ofilae ^ eirxopfoniffev drpwc fie r^ icakdy fipinfM6y' 
rov, caO^c vpoWri ral 6 2rpanfydc Tplir, ^ h^iiyAy lUay 9wtipay tov imrtKov tov Papdoe^ Koi 6 ZrpaT» 
BaK^e, 6 it^ffyAy fday axtipay rov vefticov tov Ba^iXcMc rwF KarM-X*»p6y. 

O 2rpar. TUrCoe TfA B^yov, h 2rpar. Bap: BcriKnoCt h ^TpaT. Mov^Xti^, i 2r]par. AX/36ac xapcw- 
pidfiffay cic rd 2rpar4hrt^K ica6^ lO^ify n^F fAdxn*'» •iol pu kfio/ffi^ivty Beoy wtpimompoy iSvyffirf^ay. O 
Bop: BtKiyTwe iXafi^, &XX' 5xc /3ap^Mc wc ^xifw, koI 6 2rpar. II^^oc rov B^yov eXa/kv era Cov- 
Xi^/but ele tya jdpoe rov 9mfiaT&e tov, 

£y^ H&tXt xAfm 6^oy tov kavTOv /lov, raO^c ral tov 2rporc(pxov BXov^^ep, col rov Ilpovffffixov 
2rparcvfiaroc9 Mvme iiy dwi^iSoy to evrvxec droriXt^fia Ttfe x^^^*^ ravme if^pae «poc rily 
wpSOvftoy Kal ky xatpm r^ wpooiiKoyTi irpovftpStivay fioc (ioffitiay rove. T^ Klyiifia rov ZrpaTffyov 
BovXo^ kyayrioy Hie wXtvpae rov kySpoiv kardBti tya dw6 kxtlya imv KaTt^ixaoay wtpiva&rtpoy tov k^jfipw 
n)v r^iyr. Kal 4W«mc ky^ xal &V IfitXty ^fiifopio^ ya xdfA^ Ti^y KaT* airov wpovfioXily, 4rcc ivt^pc 
rd riXcior dirorfXc^/ia, ro Wrif/ia rov 2rpan7yov rovrov 40eXcr dyaytdwti Thy kyfipoy yd Tpa^yfift 
By card T^yyiy iiy Hdtkey tifoM&^ty al wpoefloXal rvv, ral 4^cXc rdr kfiwoti^ yd wpox^^y dviv^ 
card BwrrvxLav ^t/dtXty MoKiitii^mvu 

Ma{i) /M rd U Of^/ov ypofi/ia rovro, W/iirw ral Mm Aerovc, rove o«o^ovc ^irf pav Td' spartiffiordfa^v 
tie ri^y l^xiv Tovmyf ral rove hwoiwe ^ Mayyi6poe Ilip^ 9iKu Xd^ ri^y rifiily vd rovs InrofidXXf A 
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rove ir^e rov B. A. Y. \aftfidyu li^r ebxiuplav rairffr iid rd rdy wcrr^o'tf wpdc rigr imp&tnnmv rife B. 



(YiroycTpa/i/iiyoc) 



OYEAAIUrrON. 



IIP026HRH. A^* oS typaypa rh vapdy, cXa/3oy n^y citi^ffiv, tri 6 May. 2rpor. Zcp F- IlovtfOfi/Sji 
i^vivdii. ^Oey ^ZtfVT&Q 9€LQ li^y si^oiv rovnfv irpiwet vd v&e wpooBiw^ Sri ikvuifiiiy ix KOp^a^ itk 
r6y OSiraroy rov Utttfiorucov rovrov, 5c nc clx^v {dif ^poc^^ iroXXac Xa^vpofi iccu &(tt>X^yovc |jc2ovXfv« 
^eiCy ical Jrof rd Kav\ti/ML kcU i^ caXXo>^ rov t^/ov rov cirayycX/iaroc. 

IIP028HKH* £«ic Ttw rvr iiy 4/4ir^<ra yd ffvyo^w icai yd eac xe/itf«t rove car^ oyofta tcarak&ycvs 
rmy TtdyiiK^rmy kqX rmy Xafi^/uymy, &XXii <rac irepucXe/M ey^ caraXoyoy r6y c^^itf/iarucfiyy 5ffoi ifoytvdi^* 
ffav KoX IKafi^ttdiifay cic rd^ iUt ravrac ii/iipa£ rqc i*&X^^* f^ inlyiiy ri)y &xp(/3ciay, 5«n|y ^/iiropovy yet 
cxi>»^iy ol icar Byofia Kar&Koyoi^ Kot x^f^ ft^y^X^fe* lirct^i^ li/Airopw yci ffde tlwA, tri h XlXk^i^^ AcXuy* 
#i9e ^y 4iriOayc, «al A-i dyoi iXir«^ irc|>i rfc i^yc^ rov. 

(H E^/uplc* Tf/ac.) 



THE END. 
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